
By Seth Daniel

Ten years ago, one might have 
come across Jordan Ross on the 
streets of the South End  or the 
Back Bay – holding a sign reading 
he was homeless and needed help.

At his side was his trusty and 
loyal black Labrador Retriever, 

Jazz.
As great as Jazz was, Ross said 

his dog soon became an imped-
iment to him seeking services or 
trying to get into a shelter from the 
streets. Most shelters won’t allow 
dogs to enter, and one usually has 

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Marty Walsh and 
the Community Preservation 
Committee recommended 35 
projects that total $8,035,055 as 
part of the spring pilot round for 
the Community Preservation Act. 
The 35 chosen applicants were 
invited to testify at a Community 
Preservation Committee hearing 
on Monday, June 18. The appro-
priation order was unanimously 
approved at a city council hearing 
on June 20, eliciting applause from 
the chambers. 

Mayor Walsh said in March 
that applications were available 
for a pilot program for projects for 
CPA funding, according to a press 
release from the mayor’s office. 

City of Boston CFO Emme 
Handy said at the hearing on 
Monday night that there were 
three areas of eligibility to receive 
funding: affordable housing, his-
toric preservation, and parks and 
open space.

“The Community Preservation 
Act is a new tool that will help 

By Lauren Bennett 

On June 16, people came from 
near and far to see a variety of 
peaceful escapes from bustling city 
life at the 25th annual South End 
Garden Tour. The self-guided tour 
had 23 different stops comprised 
of both public and private gar-
dens and green spaces connected 
by Dartmouth St, Columbus Ave, 

Rutland Square, and Tremont St. 
Peter Bowne, an Engagement 

Manager for the Trustees, said that 
they had an “amazing response” 
to this year’s tour. “We had perfect 
weather,” he said, and there were 
just shy of 600 visitors, which is 
up from last year. Bowne said that 
they used more social media to get 
the word out this year, but good, 
old-fashioned posters and neigh-

borhood meetings and outreach 
were also part of the Trustees’ 
advertising. 

“I’m a bit old fashioned, but in 
terms of organizing community 
events, I think really what it comes 
down to is the personal connection 
is a major factor,” Bowne said. “It 
is and always has been a grassroots 
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Twenty-fifth annual South End Garden Tour a huge success
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Photo by Marianne Salza

Dorothy Elizabeth Russell and Ceva Gabrielle Stanley embrace and 
remember some great memories from elementary school during the 
Kingsley Montessori School graduation on Thursday, June 13, in the 
Back Bay Events Center. Graduates were encouraged by Kingsley alum 
Max Aboko-Cole, who is now a student at American University. See 
more photos on Page 6.

Photo by Keiko Hiromi

HELLO SUMMER! Union Park Neighborhood Association (UPNA) members wave as they enjoy their sum-
mer social last Thursday, June 14. The event was co-hosted by UPNA and Ameriprise Financial Services in 
South End on the patio. See more photos on Page 7.
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IS THIS REALLY AMERICA?
The national disgrace that is occurring at our southern border 

is something that we never could have imagined happening in the 
United States of America.

The images of children separated from their parents and locked 
behind chain link fences evokes the worst horrors of the 20th century 
--  the concentration camps and gulags to which millions of people 
were consigned by the very worst dictatorial regimes.

For almost 250 years, America has been not merely a place, but 
an ideal for the proposition that all men are created equally and that 
every person has a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

In less than a few days' time however, the principles that Thomas 
Jefferson and the Founding Fathers so eloquently, yet simply, put into 
words in the Declaration of Independence have been destroyed.

The justification for what, by any standards of decency, amounts 
to an inhumane policy resembles a classic case of reductio ad absur-
dum. 

The New York Times columnist David Brooks (who is a conserva-
tive writer) put it this way in his analysis of the language that is being 
used when they talk about the situation:

"This is what George Orwell noticed about the authoritarian bru-
talists: They don’t use words to illuminate the complexity of reality; 
they use words to eradicate the complexity of reality."

If we say nothing then basically we are telling these families and 
their children that they are getting what they deserve. If separating 
people into metal cages is okay, then what does that say about our 
society and ourselves.

Guest Op-ed

Residents lack access to primary and specialty care
By Stephanie Ahmed

While Massachusetts has led 
the nation with health care reform, 
residents of the Commonwealth 
continue to lack basic access to 
primary and specialty care across 
the state. Poor patient access to 
care, an uncontrolled opioid epi-
demic and rising healthcare costs 
together present a perfect storm.  
Many states however, have been 
proactive about removing prac-
tice barriers to increase access to 
NP driven care. 

While other states have taken 
steps to position the Nurse 
Practitioners (NP) workforce 
to meet rising needs, antiquat-
ed and unnecessarily restrictive 
laws and licensing requirements 
leave Massachusetts as one of 
only 13 states in the nation – and 
the only state in New England - 
that continues to maintain a such 
a restrictive nurse practice act. 
The unintended consequence of 
health reform is access to health-
care coverage without the same 
level of access to health care.  
Without intervention for those 
patients seeking health care in 
Massachusetts, it is not likely to 
improve.

There are 9,500 qualified, edu-
cated Nurse Practitioners avail-
able to meet the healthcare chal-
lenges facing the Commonwealth. 
NPs are licensed, board certified 
and have achieved a Master’s or 
Doctoral degree.  With document-
ed high quality outcomes, they are 
equipped to fill the gaps, enhance 
access to care, provide life-saving 
treatment for opioid use disorder 
and deliver a much-needed cost 
savings to the Commonwealth – 
and to patients. In failing to use 
NPs to the full extent of their edu-
cation and training to optimize 
the state’s healthcare delivery sys-
tem, Massachusetts is missing an 
opportunity to best serve patients.  

For patients seeking access 
to basic healthcare services in 
Massachusetts, including both 
primary and specialty care, 
restricted NP practice contributes 
to longer wait times.  Research 
supports that for those patients 
seeking a new family medicine 
appointment, access delays in the 
Commonwealth are amongst the 
worst in the nation. Faced with 
longer wait times for appoint-
ments and contending with sig-
nificant delays in care, patients 

may risk adverse health outcomes 
or rely on more costly care deliv-
ery settings, such as emergency 
rooms, for treatment.   

Like the rest of the nation, 
the Commonwealth is experienc-
ing an escalating number of opi-
oid related deaths. According to 
the MA Department of Public 
Health, in 2016 there were 2,155 
reported opioid related deaths in 
Massachusetts. Heartbreaking 
stories of neighbors, friends, 
coworkers, and family mem-
bers dying from overdoses have 
become too familiar.  All available 
resources must be leveraged to 
combat this public health crisis, 
including access to Medication 
Assisted Treatment (MAT), which 
has proven to be lifesaving. 
Nationally, NPs have contributed 
significantly to treating this dis-
ease. However, in Massachusetts, 
antiquated and unnecessarily 
restrictive laws and regulations 
mandating physician supervi-
sion for NP prescriptive practice 
are limiting the ability of NPs 
to respond to the epidemic. For 
those patients with opioid use 
disorder, such delays in receiving 
care can be life-threatening.  

In 2009, a study by the Rand 
Corporation evaluating access 
and cost of care estimated 
Massachusetts could save millions 
of dollars through increased utili-
zation of NPs.  Despite these rec-
ommendations, the state has still 
not acted. Office visits with an 
NP are 20 - 35 percent lower in 
cost than physician driven visits, 
without compromise in quality 
outcomes.  Medicare, Medicaid 
and private insurers presently 
reimburse NPs at rates that are 

75-85 percent of the physician 
rate. As Healthcare costs continue 
to increase, utilization of NPs in 
care is a viable and responsible 
way to help bring costs down.  

Presently, there is legislation 
pending on Beacon Hill which will 
remove barriers impeding Nurse 
Practitioners’ ability to practice 
to the full extent of their training 
and education. H.2451/S.1257, 
An Act to Contain Health Care 
Costs and Improve Access to 
Value Based Nurse Practitioner 
Care as Recommended by the 
IOM and FTC, will modern-
ize Massachusetts licensure 
laws and grant Full Practice 
Authority to Nurse Practitioners 
in Massachusetts, thus remov-
ing the requirement for physi-
cian oversight for NP prescriptive 
practice. In doing so, NPs will be 
better positioned to respond to 
the evolving care delivery needs 
of the Commonwealth.  Increased 
access to basic healthcare, special-
ty services and opioid use disorder 
treatment all mean significant cost 
savings for the Commonwealth. 

As registered nurses with 
advanced Master’s or Doctoral 
level education and national 
certification in advanced prac-
tice nursing specialties, Nurse 
Practitioners have the knowledge 
and experience needed to deliver 
high-quality, cost-effective health-
care to patients. 

Stephanie Ahmed, DNP, FNP-
BC is Chair of the Massachusetts 
Coalition of Nurse Practitioners’ 
Legislative Committee and 
Former MCNP President

By Seth Daniel

City Councilor Michelle Wu 
will hold a hearing next week, 
June 26, to begin examining the 
residential-parking program city-
wide – including the extensive pro-
gram in Charlestown.

Wu put in a hearing order last 
year, and action was slow to come 
on the matter, but she said the 
Council is ready now to take stock 
of the program and see if there are 
pro-neighborhood changes that 
can be made.

The program could mean 
charging for and counting resi-
dential stickers – which now is not 
done. While many cities charge 
for residential parking stickers and 
closely monitor the numbers given 
out, Boston has never done that 
with its program.

“There is no specific amount 
of money being proposed for a 
charge now and no neighborhoods 
being looked at now,” said Wu. 

“The goal is to look at the pro-
gram and find out more data. 
There are more stickers given out 
now than there are spaces in some 
neighborhoods. The program is 
not very efficient. We want to look 
at the data first and understand the 
gap between the numbers of stick-
ers and the demand for parking in 
each neighborhood. Right now, 
we have estimates, but no specific 
numbers of spaces.”

In the South End, the resident 
parking program is very critical, 
but it has been criticized by many 
due to the excessive numbers of 
stickers given out to residents. The 
numbers of resident spaces are 
widely believed to be far fewer 
than the numbers of stickers.

The same situation exists in the 
Back Bay and Fenway/Kenmore.

Wu said the study will take into 
account the different characteris-
tics of each neighborhood – and 
it won’t be a one-size-fits-all solu-

Councilor Wu to hold hearing to 
study resident-parking sticker program

(ParkiNg STickErS Pg. 3)
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take our work on affordable hous-
ing, historic preservation, and 
open space to the next level,” 
Mayor Walsh said in the press 
release. “I am proud to recom-
mend these important projects for 
funding approval, which repre-
sent a wide range of needs and 
will build strong neighborhoods 
throughout our city.” 

Christine Poff, community pres-
ervation director, said at the hear-
ing that a total of 58 applications 
were received for the pilot, with a 
request of about $14 million total. 
“We chose...based on the require-
ments that the committee put out: 
shovel ready, a final gap, meeting a 
significant need, and making a real 
difference in Boston,” Poff said. 
“The committee chose to do this 
pilot because they wanted to test 
and review our materials and our 
process before we go into a really 
big funding round.” 

The 35 chosen projects are 
split into 12 historic preservation 
projects, 13 recreational use/open 
space projects, three affordable 
housing projects, and seven blend-
ed projects.

Poff said that some projects 
were not funded because they were 
not shovel ready, did not fund a 
gap, there was other funding, or 
they were not eligible under state 
law. Some were also a matter of 
policy that the committee had not 
“wrestled with yet,” Poff said, 
“like a community garden that’s 
locked all the time.” 

Every Boston neighborhood 
was represented in the final rec-
ommendations except Mattapan 
and Charlestown, Poff said. She 
said applications were not received 
from those neighborhoods, but the 
committee is working with them in 
anticipation that they will be part 
of the next round of funding. 

Poff also said that the 35 proj-
ects chosen “are really varied.” 

“We wanted to show a lot of 
model projects so the community 
members who are thinking about 
what kind of project they might 
propose for funding could see the 
wide range of things that CPA can 
support,” said Poff.

The smallest funding request 
out of the chosen projects was for 
$5,000, and the largest was for 
$500,000, which Poff said was the 
committee’s limit for this round. 

Four projects were chosen 
from the downtown neighbor-

hoods, including the Church of the 
Covenant and Emmanuel Church 
in the Back Bay. Betsy Groves 
from the Church of the Covenant 
said they are asking for funds 
to complete “critical” repairs to 
the church, including fixing the 
masonry and roof on the side 
of the church that runs along 
Newbury Street. 

Groves also said that the 
church’s 42 Tiffany windows are at 
risk. The church was built in 1865 
and received National Landmark 
status in 2012, Groves said. The 
church is seeking $430,000 for the 
repairs. 

Groves said that they’re 
“delighted to have reached the 
final round,” and cited this money 
as “critical funding” for the 
church.

“The church is a great asset 
to the community,” said Lucy 
Williams from the church. 

The Church of the Covenant 
houses the Women’s Lunch Place, 
community chorus Coro Allegro, 
and is used five to seven times a 
week for AA and Al-Anon meet-
ings, Groves said. 

She said that years of deferred 
maintenance and the 2015 snow-
storms caused water damage in 
various places in the building. 
For the past 15 years, Groves 
said they’ve been working to raise 
funds for different pieces of the 
renovation, but the funds from the 
pilot program would allow them 
to completely seal the building. 

“We will finally have a building 
that is sealed to the elements that 
allows us to protect our price-
less sanctuary and other treasures 
of the building from damage,” 
Groves said. “But more than this, 
it allows us as a congregation to 
continue our work in the city of 
Boston.”

The Emmanuel Church is 
seeking $306,700 for repairs to 
its doors and a portion of the 
roof. Mike Scanlon, Chair of 
the Building Commission at the 
church, said that about 1,500 peo-
ple a week are served in programs 
that the church houses. 

He said that 17 different 12-step 
programs, as well as the Boston 
Gay Men’s Chorus, Common Art, 
and Back Bay Chorale, just to 
name a few, “go in and out of our 
ancient doors and they’re falling 
apart.” 

Scanlon said they have been 

working for 15 years “nibbling 
away at this building,” and they 
are looking for help and support 
to fix the doors and the last piece 
of roof that needs to be repaired. 

The Westland Gateway is asking 
for $200,000 for the restoration of 
the Westland Avenue Gateway and 
repairs to the Johnson Memorial 
Gates. Marie Fukuda, a board 
member of the Fenway Civic 
Association, said that this project 
is an example of a blended project, 
as it is both a historic preservation 
with the Johnson Gates, as well as 
recreational use/open space.

In 2014, the Johnson Memorial 
Gates were deemed an endangered 
resource because of “significant 
structural degradation and the 
parklands similarly has remained 
unrepaired for decades,” Fukuda 
said. She also said that there are 
paths going through the park 
that lead to a wheelchair-accessi-
ble building, but they cannot be 
crossed in their current state. 

Fukuda said that these funds 
would “secure the complete sta-
bilization of the monument, the 
complete restoration of the park, 
and the greatly needed improve-
ments to pathways and access to 
the Back Bay Fens.”

“We see this project as a poster 
child for what CPA funds can do 
for communities, helping realize 
improvements to historic struc-
tures and open space that other-
wise would remain incomplete for 
neighborhoods and communities,” 
Fukuda said. “These repairs ben-
efit all those who live, work, and 
visit the Fenway.”

The South End House, which 
serves more than 100 children per 
day, is asking for $46,260 for roof 
repairs. A pipe burst in January 
and repairs to the roof are critical, 
said Ken Kruckemeyer, a board 
member of United South End 
Settlements. City Councilor Kim 
Janey said that she has gone to the 
South End House on several occa-
sions, calling the space “beautiful” 
and said that she “would certainly 
put in my two cents to support this 
proposal.” 

The projects that require less 
than $500,000 are to begin con-
struction by this fall, and the 
mayor will make the next round of 
applications available in the fall as 
well, according to the press release. 

to give up their pets if they want to 
enter recovery services.

Ross said he was at the point of 
wanting help, but it often meant 
giving up his dog – and he couldn’t 
bring himself to surrender the pet 
that had been through it all with 
him.

That, he said, is more of a con-
cern among the homeless, addicted 
and victims of domestic violence 
than people may realize.

He said he would have never 
realized it himself if it didn’t hap-
pen to him. After graduating from 
Cornell University, he hit hard 
times and had to leave the family 
home with Jazz. That led to six 
months on the streets, and having 
Jazz with him made getting help 
harder because it meant giving up 
Jazz.

“When I was trying to get 
help and transitioning from the 
streets to permanent housing, it 
was hard to do with my dog,” he 
said. “That experience stuck with 
me and I wanted to help people 
going through the same thing. I 
had searched frantically for places 
when I was on the streets because I 
just couldn’t give up my pet. Most 
shelters wouldn’t allow me in with 
my pet. It really kept me from 
accessing help several times.”

Ross said he caught a break 
courtesy of the Stapleton House 
at the Pine Street Inn, which had 
formed an informal program to 
put pets of homeless clients in fos-
ter care. After living at Stapleton 
House on Harrison Avenue and 
getting his life together, he was 
able to forge ahead with his life 
and his dog.

However, he didn’t forget the 
experience.

It led him to start the non-profit 
PetsEmpower, which will have a 
red carpet dog fashionista compe-
tition fundraiser at the South End’s 
Urban Hound on Saturday, June 
23, from 2-3:30 p.m.

“This event and this organi-
zation is really about allowing a 
relationship with one’s pets and 
allowing people going through a 
hard time to maintain those rela-

tionships,” he said. “After I got 
on my feet, I felt this was a way I 
could make a big impact.”

One thing he also learned was 
that the situation is even more pro-
nounced for those who are victims 
of domestic violence and for the 
elderly who are in the hospital.

He said there are 16,000 pets 
in Greater Boston at any time 
that need to be fostered due to 
their owners being in the hospital, 
suffering from domestic violence, 
homelessness or addiction.

The idea is to find a network 
of communities – such as in the 
South End, Back Bay and Fenway 
– where people might be willing to 
take on a pet temporarily while the 
owner seeks help or medical treat-
ment. By hosting the event, Ross 
said he hopes to raise money and 
awareness – as well as volunteers.

The 2018 Boston Pet Fashion 
Show PetsEmpower.org will be 
hosted by Randy Price of WCVB 
Channel 5. For the show, 20 dog/
human teams will strut their stuff 
on the red carpet, to the cheers 
and laughs of the crowd, and the 
beats of DJ Shankar. From those 
20 lucky contestants, the judges 
will pick three winners: 

1. Fashionista: best pet fashion 
style. 

2. Cutest pet family 
3. Funniest 
Please register to apply to enter 

your dog in the fashion show, 
or email jordan@petsempower.org 
if you are interested in donat-
ing, sponsorship, or volunteering. 
In addition to the fashion show, 
guests will enjoy: a silent auction 
with some great items. A profes-
sional photo taken of them with 
their dog. Funds will be raised to 
help 100 domestic violence sur-
vivors, seniors, persons entering 
substance abuse rehab, veterans, 
and other pet parents in crisis find 
short-term pet fostering this year. 
Proceeds will provide veterinary 
care, transport, and food for pets 
while they are in fostering. After 
accessing services at shelters and 
in-patient facilities, the pet parents 
will reunite with their loving pets.

Jordan Ross, in front of the Stapleton House on Harrison Avenue, where 
he once lived after seeking help to get off of the streets 10 years ago. 
Since then, he has created an organization that fosters pets for people 
in crisis. Often, he said, pets can be a barrier to seeking help as most 
programs require people to give up their animals. His organization, 
PetsEmpower.org, will hold a Dog Fashion Show fundraiser Saturday at 
the South End’s Urban Hound.

tion, if adopted.
“You have a place like South 

Boston where the need is greater 
and it’s so much more densely pop-
ulated,” she said. “That’s different 
compared to JP where other off-
street parking in the neighborhood 
is available, but often can be taken 
up by commuters who park and 

take the train – taking all their off-
street parking. That’s why we want 
to find the gaps in demand in each 
neighborhood.”

She said they would likely 
report to the full Council on June 
27 after the hearing, but that any 
action is far off.

Before anything could be 

changed, she said they would have 
to file ordinance language and 
bring that to the Council, which 
will probably happen later in the 
summer or fall.

The hearing on June 26 will be 
in City Hall at 2 p.m.
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South End GardEn tour (from pg. 1)

and community event and that’s 
still a very powerful way to get 
word out about the event.”

Garden owners were also invit-
ed to advertise on their personal 
social media to get the word out 
to their friends and family, he said.  

Bowne also said that the tour 
is in a different zone of the neigh-
borhood every year. There are five 
different zones that were chosen 
within the first five years of the 
tour, and they rotate every year. 
The individual gardens within 
the zones can change, and Bowne 
said they reach out to individual 
gardeners, neighborhood associa-
tions, and landscape designers by 
walking the neighborhood each 
year to scout for gardens. 

“That way, there’s new stuff 
to see every year and it keeps it 
fresh,” Bowne said. 

This year’s tour began at the 
South End Branch of the Boston 
Public Library, where visitors 
could purchase tickets and pick up 
their maps. Proceeds from ticket 
sales will benefit Boston commu-
nity gardens. 

One of the first stops was 
the private backyard garden of 
Reinhold Mahler and David 
Miller, who moved into the prop-
erty in 1995. Miller said that he 
always says that the tour is held 
two weeks too late, as the last of 
their irises bloomed two weeks 
ago. The garden features a wall 
of sprawling ivory, as well as gay 
feathers, balloon flowers, and 
orange and yellow lilies. 

Another popular garden was 
the Living Roof on Holyoke Street. 
John Dick, a Trustees volunteer, 
manned a ladder for visitors to 
go up and get a better look at this 

Peter Bowne, Julia Poorvv, Michelle de Lima, Vidya Tikku, and Mark Gardner of the Trustees at the start of 
the tour. 

The Living Garden, which is located on top of a carport. Visitors could 
go up a ladder to get a better glimpse of the brightly colored flowers. 

Jordan Takvorian and Maureen Sullivan behind the 
Trustees table at James Hayes Park, the last stop on 
the tour. 

Brooke Knight of the South End and Elaine Krause 
of New Hampshire stop for a rest at Harriet Tubman 
Park.

John Dick, a Trustees volunteer, 
stood by the ladder and provid-
ed information about the Living 
Garden.

Mahat Hilowle and Tiffany 
Roberson from the Trustees Youth 
Conservation Corps provided 
information about Dartmouth 
Square Park.

Trustees volunteer Allison Pekel 
directing visitors to the next gar-
den.

Marleen Nienhuis in her private 
back garden. Nienhuis has lived 
at this property for 15 years, and 
this is her third year showing her 
garden for the tour. 

Gardeners Reinhold Mahler 
and David Miller in their pri-
vate back garden. 

Tour volunteer Susan Collings with her floral 
bike. Collings volunteers in the South End and 
says she likes to do “things that help my neigh-
borhood.” 

One of William Corcoran’s 
front garden sculptures, 
which he changes out 
twice monthly. 

garden that sits atop a carport. 
Because of the garden’s location, 
water drainage was a concern for 
the owners. Dick explained that the 
garden consists of dry environment 
plants, so they won’t stay wet for 
very long, and they’re also plant-
ed in a lightweight potting mix. 
“The whole idea is to slow down 
the runoff so it doesn’t flood the 
neighborhood,” Dick said. Visitors 
enjoyed going up and down the 
ladder to take pictures of the roof-
top blooms. 

William Corcoran’s front garden 
is full of sculptures that he changes 
twice a month. The sculptures are 
intermingled with different plants 
as well as hang from the side of 
his house. Many people stopped to 
take a closer look. “My sculptures 
have become an evolving form of 
public art,” Corcoran said in the 
map booklet. “Some call me the 
neighborhood sculptor and that’s 
fine by me!” 

The sense of community was 
evident throughout the different 
stops along the tour. There was 
a Boston-grown plant sale by the 
Trustees tent outside of the library, 
as well as books out on carts in 
Library Park. 

The Trustees will already be 
on the hunt this summer for gar-
dens to feature in next year’s tour, 
as Bowne said the tour has an 
11-month timeline.

Bowne said he’d really like to 
thank the volunteers for all of the 
work they put into the tour. “We 
couldn’t do it without the volun-
teers and the owners offering to 
volunteer their spaces,” he said. 
“Above all, this is about support-
ing community gardens in the city 
of Boston,” he said, and allowing 
people to connect with their neigh-
bors to build a community.

Sally Leader and Christina 
Buchanan came from the Cape to 
enjoy the bloom ing gardens.
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THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

The window in the last clue is on 51 Commonwealth Ave. built in 1876 
and designed by Cummings and Sears. What began as two single family 
homes has evolved into the Fifty-1 Commonwealth Condominiums with 
eight units. 

The next clue is from a 1911 photo and will be found in the Fenway/
Kenmore area.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Opiate Working Group: Newmarket 
marijuana proposal could protect South End

By Seth Daniel

A new proposal for a marijuana 
growing and processing facility in 
Newmarket could protect parts of 
the South End from any additional 
marijuana dispensaries, courtesy 
of Boston’s zoning amendment 
that prevents any dispensaries 
from being within a half-mile of 
one another.

A zoning text amendment from 
Councilor Michael Flaherty a few 
years ago prevents any marijuana 
facility of any kind from locating 
within a half-mile radius of any 
other facility. 

Newmarket Executive Director 
Sue Sullivan told the South End 
Forum Opiate Working Group on 
Tuesday, June 19, that they had 
received a proposal from a new 
company looking to locate at the 
corner of Hamden and Kimball 
streets, just over the border of 
the South End. The company is 
headed by the son of the Brookline 
Ice company owners – a company 
located in Newmarket.

Sullivan said there would not 
be retail sales, but only growing 
and processing being done. She 
said it was an attractive proposal 
to her group as it would fully pro-
tect Newmarket from any further 
proposals. One medical marijua-
na dispensary already has been 
approved for Clapp Street on the 
other side of Newmarket. 

“They presented to us, and 
we’re not supporting it, but we’re 
not closing it either,” she said. 
“We’re probably moving more 
towards supporting than not 
supporting. It would be growing 

with no dispensary and a very 
nice building with 30-50 jobs...
For us, within a half-mile radius 
you don’t have to accept another 
grow or dispensary facility. This 
covers the second half-mile radius 
of Newmarket that is not covered 
by Clapp Street. We would be able 
to reject any other proposal.”

That would likely also be true 
for parts of the South End, includ-
ing Worcester Square and Albany 
Street – essentially freezing out 
operations that have put out the 
feelers for that area of the South 
End.

Forum moderator Steve Fox 
said there have been preliminary 
talks about marijuana locations 
at 60 E. Springfield St. and 710 
Albany St. Those would likely be 
blocked by the Newmarket pro-
posal.

It would not freeze out the 
high-profile dispensary proposal 
slated for 633 Tremont St. by 
Compassionate Organics.

•Speaking of Compassionate 
Organics, the company was 
a no-show at Tuesday’s Opiate 
Working Group despite a crowd-
ed room of police, medical pro-
fessionals, recovery experts and 
neighbors who wished to hear 
their presentation. The Working 
Group had hoped to use the pre-
sentation to formulate an advisory 
opinion for any Zoning Board 
hearing in the future.

Fox said he wasn’t sure what 
happened, that they had not 
informed him they weren’t com-
ing.

Compassionate Organics has 
appeared at several other com-

munity meetings, including Pilot 
Block and Worcester Square 
Area Neighborhood Association 
(WSANA).

•The Jamaica Plain 
Neighborhood Council (JPNC) 
held a meeting with Fox and 
Sullivan on Wednesday, June 20, 
to discuss the South End’s hopes 
for the Shattuck Hospital campus.

There has been much discord in 
JP about an existing proposal for 
supportive housing on two acres 
of the campus, and that situation 
has yet to be resolved. At the same 
time, the JPNC is concerned about 
the idea of services being moved 
from the South End to Shattuck 
when the hospital moves to the 
South End’s Newton Pavilion in a 
few years.

“They are very concerned about 
what we would like to see there,” 
Fox said. “This would be dialog 
from neighborhood to neighbor-
hood and assuring them that we’re 
not in the business of dumping 
things on them. We will say that as 
the need for more services grows, 
we do need to look at other places 
dedicated to public health to grow 
those services. We’re going to be 
starting to sell the idea.”

•D-4 Capt. Steve Sweeny 
relayed that they will have three 
bicycle officers coming on from 
the station during certain shifts 
and dedicated to the South End, 
Back Bay and Fenway district. 
The overall Citywide bicycle unit 
is doing patrols as well, but three 
officers from D-4 will be able to 
supplement that as well.

By Seth Daniel

Two new traffic-lights on 
Washington Street have been 
installed for several months, but 
have been dormant for quite some 
time without many answers.

The lights are a conglomeration 
of City, state and electric company 
efforts that have become bogged 
down in permitting by Eversource 
electric company.

Patrick Marvin, a spokes-
man for the state Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT), said 
Eversource hopes to get its permits 
to wire and turn on the lights in 
the coming weeks. He could not 
give a specific date though.

“MassDOT is continuing 
to coordinate with Eversource 
regarding the completion of their 

work activities,” he wrote in an 
e-mail. “Eversource is currently 
seeking the necessary permits and 
approvals and finalizing plans, and 
expects to complete their work 
within the coming weeks.”

The new traffic signals being 
installed on Washington Street 
at Waltham and West Concord 
streets are part of a nine-location 
MassDOT citywide project. They 
were recommended at these two 
intersections to improve pedestrian 
safety, and because they are close 
to public schools. Other locations 
throughout the city include East 
Boston, Mattapan and Roxbury.

The two locations on 
Washington Street will include 
communication equipment that 
will allow them to be controlled 
from the BTD Central Traffic 
Computer System so BTD can pro-

vide remote monitoring and real-
time traffic adjustments in order 
to manage traffic. The work is sub-
stantially complete, and presently 
waiting for Eversource to provide 
electric power.

The signals are funded by feder-
al transportation dollars.

Several community groups have 
been inquiring about the status 
of the lights, as they have been 
installed, but not working, for 
many months. 

On Tuesday, at the East Berkeley 
Neighborhood Association 
(EBNA), President Ken Smith said 
he would like to know more con-
crete dates about when they will be 
turned on.

He said he hasn’t had any 
good information, and the light at 
Waltham was the result of many 
years of advocacy by EBNA.

New traffic lights on Washington still waiting for the ‘green light’
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KINGSLEY MONTESSORI SCHOOL SIXTH-GRADE GRADUATION

Photos by Marianne Salza

The Kingsley Montessori School 
held a Graduation Ceremony for 
the remarkable sixth-grade Class 
of 2018 on June 13, at the Back 
Bay Events Center. The 15 gradu-
ates were acknowledged for their 
accomplishments and compassion-
ate spirit. Each student reflected 
on lessons they have learned, such 
as perseverance, and using time 

wisely, and recalled their favorite 
field trips, like speaking at the 
Montessori Model United Nations 
Conference. 

“You are each a special indi-
vidual, but together you form 
something that is so unique, so 
powerful, and so spectacular that 
it makes me feel immense hope 
for our future,” said Director of 
Upper Elementary Tara Hofherr, 
who urged students to maintain 

their strong sense of self. “You are 
a generation of change makers.”

Kingsley alumnus, Max 
Aboko-Cole, currently a junior 
at American University studying 
international relations, journalism, 
and French, also encouraged grad-
uates to find something they love 
doing, discover their happiness, 
and develop supportive friend-
ships.  

Carver Whitley Porter walking across the stage 
to receive his diploma.

Meera Sai Murthy greeting Charlotte Hemr, 
Board of Trustees Chair.

Head of School Renee DuChainey-Farkes pre-
senting a diploma to Katherine Grace Jaynes.

Stella Maris Kotter holding her 
diploma.

Rebecca Kelaher Hein holding her 
diploma.

Sofia Noor Farah reflecting on her 
years at Kingsley.



C
yan M

agenta Yellow
 Black

7

PA G E  7J U N E  2 1 ,  2 0 1 8 T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Equal Opportunity Employers. We fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Robb Cohen · Director
46 Gloucester Street, Boston
www.robbcohen.com
Mobile +1-617-962-0142

Do you know your home's value in this market?  
If you are thinking of selling, please call me.

I offer a fresh & global approach. 

ANNUAL UPNA SUMMER SOCIAL IN THE SOUTH END
Photos by Keiko Hiromi

The Union Park Neighborhood Association (UPNA) held its annual 
Summer Social on evening June 14 in the South End. The social was 
co-hosted by UPNA and  Ameriprise Financial Services.  The event was 
well attended by the neighbors, with guests ranging in age from 83 years 
to two weeks.

Brian Gerhardson of Ameriprise Financial Services, Monica Fischer, 
Justin Fischer, Laszlo Meszoly and Karin Willsey.

Abigail Cohen, Austin O’Toole and Bob Timmerman.Beverly Sky and Sue Fox (R) 
during Union Park Neighborhood 
Association summer social.

Jamie Fox, Tricia Ashe, Debora Lally and Tricia Welsh.
Curt Wells, Theodore (two weeks), Lyndsay Conlin and Nancy 
Timmerman. Pictured above, John Shade and 

Caroline Constant (R) during 
Union Park Neighborhood 
Association summer social.

Pictured to the left, Brian 
Haseltane, Michael Kubits, Dave 
Cirillo and Joan Cirillo.

Jamie Fox, Sue Fox, Barry Rock, Jeffrey Gurllot, Richard Lambert and Michael Bojanowski.

UPNA Treasurer Jay Leopold and President Jamie Fox.

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 
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Boston Arts Academy demolition process to begin at the end of August

Minimum deposit of $50 is required at account opening. Customer purchases checks. We reserve the right to substitute a gift of similar value, while supplies 
last. Please note in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT or 1099-MISC. The recipient 
is responsible for all applicable taxes. *We’ll pay you up to $15 for your unused checks and check card from another financial institution. Offer may change at the 
discretion of the bank at any time. 

800.657.3272    EBSB.com

CONVENIENT BANKING
AROUND THE CORNER!

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

StrombergBrand® Umbrella

Charcoal Companion®
Non-stick square Grill Wok

• Mobile Banking with Check Deposit 
• Access to Allpoint® ATMs  
• Online Banking and Bill Pay

• Instant issue ATM/VISA® check card
• e-Statements 
• Check Buy-Back*

Member FDIC  Member DIFFacebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

PLUS, GET YOUR CHOICE OF A FREE GIFT 
WHEN YOU OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT!

By Lauren Bennett

The Boston Public Facilities 
Department held a meeting on 
June 19 to update the public on 
the status of the new Boston Arts 
Academy facility.

Jim McQueen, project ,anager 
for the city of Boston, told attend-
ees that the purpose of the meeting 
was to inform the public about 
where they are with the design of 
the new facility. He said they were 
just in the process of completing 
design development. The meeting 
also discussed construction logis-
tics and planning.

Jana Silsby of Perkins Eastman 
began the meeting by talking about 
the design. Highlights of the design 
include bike lanes on both sides of 
the street and expanding the curve 
on Ipswich Street further out so 
pedestrians can see around both 
corners more easily. 

Silsby said that there will be a 

main entrance, as well as a sepa-
rate entrance for the auditorium 
vestibule that will only be accessi-
ble when the venue is being used 
for a performance.

Silsby said that the new facility 
will be gaining 30,000 feet with a 
half-court gym, a 500 seat audito-
rium, and another lecture/recital 
hall. There will also be a full-ser-
vice kitchen, which Silsby said the 
school currently has, but has not 
been utilized for many years.

“We’ve designed the school for 
500 students,” Silsby said. She said 
that current enrollment is around 
460. 

With the recent heightened con-
cern about safety in schools, Silsby 
said that there is only one way 
in and out way out of the build-
ing during the day. Anyone who 
comes through the front door will 
be taken through a security pro-
tocol.

She also said that bullying is 
an even bigger concern when it 

comes to safety, and she said that 
the building has been designed 
so that the administration will be 
spread throughout the building 
and across all floors, so someone 
will always have an eye on what’s 
going on.  

In response to a question about 
environmental impacts, Silsby said 
that they’re working to lower ener-
gy consumption as much as possi-
ble, and this project will be LEED 
certified with a minimum of LEED 
silver. 

Joe Berry, project manager at 
Lee Kennedy Co., discussed the 
demolition process.

“We anticipate mobilizing 
on site at the end of August of 
this year to begin the demolition 
phase,” Berry said.

He said that the demolition 
phase would last six months, and 
then they will move into the foun-
dation and rebuilding process.

Berry said that staging and dust 
protection scrim for the full height 

of the building will be erected on 
the side of the parking garage and 
the apartment buildings, as well as 
on the side of the new hotel site. 
The staging and scrim would come 
down as the building comes down, 
Berry said.

He said they will be working 
from Ipswich Street back towards 
the alley.

“We will be taking the sidewalk, 
the parking, and a portion of the 
travel lane on Ipswich Street for a 
temporary but a fixed construction 
delivery lane for the duration of 
our project,” Berry said. He said 
that establishing this lane from 
the very beginning will allow the 
construction to be separated from 
the pedestrians and vehicles on 
Ipswich Street. 

“We will be redirecting all 
pedestrian traffic away from the 
construction zone,” Berry said.

There will also be occasional 
street impacts as utilities need to 
be disconnected and reestablished, 
Berry said, and all construction 
traffic will be one way, originat-
ing from Boylston Street. “The 

construction traffic remains static 
for the duration of the project,” 
he said. 

Berry said that a tower crane is 
anticipated for high concrete wall 
and structural steel placement, as 
well as an occasional mobile crane 
in the construction lane. There is 
no open spot to stage materials, 
so they will be relying on on-the-
spot deliveries, which Berry said 
is becoming more of a common 
practice in the industry for urban 
development.

The construction schedule will 
be a typical 7 a.m. -3 p.m., five 
days a week, Berry said. He also 
said there will be some work on 
various Saturdays, though those 
dates have not been set in stone. 

As a safety precaution, Berry 
said that the crane will not ever 
pick up a load over an occupied 
building.

Berry said that after the antici-
pated six-month demolition peri-
od, construction will last 24-26 
months. McQueen said that occu-
pancy for classes is expected for 
September of 2021.   

Robert Kordenbrock named executive 
director of Fenway Community Center

By Lauren Bennett

Robert Kordenbrock has been 
hired as the new Executive Director 
of the Fenway Community Center. 
Kordenbrock has lived in Fenway 
with his wife for seven years, and 
he says his background is two-fold. 
He spent six years in youth devel-
opment roles at places like Citizen 
Schools, a non-profit that works 
with low-income kids to provide 
extra academic resources. He also 
served as the interim executive 
director for Jamaica Plain’s Kids 
Arts, an after-school arts program. 

He has also done volunteer 
engagement work and worked 
in the corporate sector at places 
like Common Impact, where he 
facilitated volunteer consulting. 
Kordenbrock was also the director 
of nonprofit programs at Building 
Impact, which does hands-on vol-
unteering. 

Kordenbrock holds an MBA 
in social impact from Boston 
University Questrom School of 
Business. He said his goal as exec-
utive director is to “get people 
in here to make sure that we’re 
meeting the needs of the entire 
community.”   

He said that he wants to make 
sure that the space at the commu-
nity center is accessible to local 
groups that would like to use the 
space to hold programs and events 
as well.

“I’m really excited to connect 
with and get to know the various 
organizations that make up the 
Fenway community,” he said. “I’ll 
be able to see the impact of the 
work on a daily basis.” 

Kordenbrock said that he wants 
to approach this role from a col-
laborative mindset and try to cre-
ate partnerships with local organi-
zations to serve the entire Fenway 
neighborhood. 

“We are excited to have Robert 
join our board, its committees, and 
neighbors in making the Fenway 
the best possible place to live. We 
are grateful for Robert’s vision for 
forming community partnerships 
and taking our center into the 
future,” the Fenway Community 
Center board wrote in a statement 
on their website. “We are happy to 
have someone of Robert’s caliber 
leading the center.” 

Kordenbrock said that the cen-
ter is starting to slowly open up for 
events in the next couple of weeks 
with partnerships with Operation 
PEACE. 

The community center will have 
a grand re-opening in September, 
which Kordenbrock said he hopes 
will help people to become “reac-
quainted” with the community 
center and what it has to offer. 
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By Dan Murphy

The inaugural Fenway Porchfest 
brought an afternoon of free music 
to 25 diverse, outdoor stages 
throughout the neighborhood on 
Saturday.

 Made possible through 
an unprecedented partner-
ship between three nonprofits 

- Fenway Civic Association, the 
Fenway Alliance and the Fenway 
CDC (Community Development 
Corporation) – the event includ-
ed 70 musicians performing hip-
hop, folk, rock and classical, 
among other genres, at venues 
ranging from The Verb Hotel 
to the Massachusetts Historical 
Society to the Emerald Necklace. 
And since porches are few and far 
between in the Fenway, the event 
motto was: “Music everywhere, 
porches optional.” 

Leslie Wu Foley, director of 
audience development for the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, said 
the BSO was happy to participate 
in the event by transforming the 
steps of Symphony Hall into one 
of the outdoor stages.

 “I think this is a fantastic idea, 
given all the talent in the neighbor-
hood, and a great way to galvanize 
the community,” Wu Foley said. 
“It also gives the BSO a chance to 
physically bring the music outside 
for all to enjoy.”

 Joe Foley, Wu Foley’s hus-
band and the trumpet player 

for the Boston Pops Esplanade 
Quintet, which performed outside 
Symphony Hall, said, “It’s been 
a lot of fun, and we had a nice 
crowd of people coming out to 
hear music on a beautiful day.”

 Isak Kotecki, the rhythm gui-
tarist and backup vocalist for 
Morningbird, echoed this senti-
ment. “It’s a great atmosphere. I 
love the vibe, and it’s a beautiful 
way to hear new music,” he said,

 Sean Murphy, whose daughter 
Helen Murphy is active in the 
Fenway CDC and helped organize 
the Fenway event, attended his 
first Porchfest in his hometown of 
Quincy last year.

“It’s wonderful music on a won-
derful day in a wonderful place,” 
Murphy said of Saturday’s event.

Porchfest started in Ithaca, 
N.Y., in 2007, and the events are 
now held in more than 100 cities 
nationwide. The first Boston-area 
event took place in Somerville, fol-
lowed by Jamaica Plain three years 
later and Brookline and Arlington 
in 2016.

By Lauren Bennett

Developer Boston Global 
Investors came back to the com-
munity Monday night with an 
update regarding the Motor Mart 
garage project. 

John Hynes, CEO and man-
aging partner of Boston Global 
Investors, said at a Bay Village 
Neighborhood Association meet-
ing that they received comments 
and feedback from the abutters 
of the garage, the Bay Village 
Neighborhood Association, One 
Charles, and Four Seasons, and 
said that they have put a lot of 
those suggestions into this most 
recent design. They will be leav-
ing the eastern half of the garage 
alone, and redoing the retail on the 
first floor of the western half.

As previously reported in the 
Boston Sun, the Stuart Street 
garage will have a residential 
tower situated on top. “Our best 
thinking was to keep the tower as 
slender as possible,” said Hynes. 

The new design is 20 feet taller, 
the tower floors are more slender, 
and the low-rise portion, which 
was referred to as the “arm” of the 
project, has been moved back to 
the middle of the garage, accord-
ing to Hynes.     

Hynes also said that the BPDA 
signed off on this design last week. 
Boston Global Investors is going 
to start the environmental impact 
report and the permitting process 
will formally begin on July 1, 
Hynes said.

Phil Casey, an architect with 
CBT Architects, provided the com-
munity with a before and after 

presentation so they could see how 
this plan differs from the original. 

The prior residential project 
was 290 feet tall, and the currently 
proposed project stands at 310 
feet, said Casey. The four-story res-
idential wing will go from four sto-
ries, down to three, two, and one 
story towards One Charles. The 
mechanical space will be enclosed 
there as well, so as mitigation for 
the lost square footage, two extra 
floors were proposed for the res-
idential tower, bringing it to 310 
feet.     

The base of the building as 
viewed over Statler Park will be 
apartment units around the perim-
eter of the garage, Hynes said. The 
first portion of the tower up to the 
20th floor will be apartments, and 
then where it recedes will be eight 
floors of condominiums. The top 
is where the mechanical equipment 
will be housed. 

A big piece of the new proposal 
is that a supermarket is also now 
being considered for the basement 
floor, with a streetfront lobby pres-
ence which will activate Columbus 
Avenue, as well as the Church 
Street extension, Casey said. 

“There was a pretty obvious 
need, we felt, for an urban market 
to appear in this location,” Hynes 
said. “We talked to the owners 
about making a commitment at 
this stage of the game to reach 
back to some of the grocers who 
have contacted them.” 

“It is a commitment to us, we’re 
going to start form the top down 
to get the best quality, highest 
rent we can, which isn’t going to 
be much, we already know that,” 
Hynes said. 

He said it is unknown how 
much space the demand will 
require, but there have been a few 
markets that have expressed inter-
est in the space.

The new scheme shows the 
market taking up two-thirds of the 
basement space, and another por-
tion could be used for a pharmacy, 
Hynes said. 

“We’re looking at it first from 
your perspective, this would be a 
nice gift back to the community, 
said Hynes.” “We’re going to try 
to do this, on the other hand, it’s 
too early to get [a grocer] because 
we don’t know what we’re dealing 
with yet. But it’s designed into the 
building.” 

The garage today has a little 
over 900 parking spaces, Hynes 
said. He said that 500 would be 
removed during construction, and 
there will be a ring around the 
perimeter that will lose parking for 
the new units. There will be 750 
parking spaces after construction. 
Hynes reassured the community 
that there would be enough park-
ing for residents, and said that the 
garage rarely hits capacity cur-
rently. 

A question was raised about 
what the developer is looking for 
from the community. “Ideally, we 
look for endorsement and sup-
port,” Hynes said. “But certainly 
eliminate the opposition.”

The developers say they hope 
to get in and out of the design 
review process by Oct. 1 and get to 
the BPDA board by November or 
closer to the end of the year. 

Another much smaller scale 
project was also presented at the 
meeting. Zoning attorney Marc 

LaCasse introduced a proposed 
project for commercial and resi-
dential use at 67 and 69 Church 
St. to the community for the first 
time. 

“We have not filed anything 
yet,” LaCasse said. He also said 
this project would not involve the 
Article 80 process and that it was 
purely a zoning project.

Architect Anthony Piermarini 
led the presentation, and said that 
the first floor of this property 
is intended to be developed for 
commercial/restaurant with five 
residential units, two residential 
units each on the second and third 
floors, and one unit on the fourth 
floor. The building currently stands 
at two stories, so the proposal is to 
add two stories on top.

They are also proposing to add 
a half-story on top of the fourth 
floor to be used as additional liv-
ing space, and would be set back 
from all sides of the property, 
Piermarini said.

He said they’re looking at row-
house patterning where regulat-

ing lines relate the bottom of the 
building to the top. “We’re try-
ing to respect those proportions,” 
Piermarini said. 

Currently, restaurant Erbaluce 
occupies 69 Church St. The archi-
tects said they would like to keep 
a restaurant space there, and 
Erbaluce is welcome to return if 
they wish.    

Piermarini said they met twice 
with a historic commission. “The 
intent is to restore the character of 
the first floor of the building,” he 
said. He also said that the space 
used to be an office space and a 
pizza restaurant. It also housed a 
showroom and film archives. “It 
was always a commercial use,” 
Piermarini said.

He also said that this project 
is “going to require relief with 
regards to the height restrictions.” 
The building is zoned for 35 feet, 
but with the proposed addition, 
it would stand at 56 feet, said 
Piermarini. Without the half story, 
it would be 43 feet.  

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Michael P. 
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-Historic Restoration
-Plaster & Drywall Repair
-Wallpaper Removal

617-930-6650
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JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
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Reasonable Rates   
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reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

(Continued on next Page)

Fenway Porchfest brings afternoon of free music to neighborhood

Members of the BT Collective 
playing outside Boston Temple.

Morningbird performing outside of The Verb Hotel.

Bay Village gets Motor Mart update and new Church Street proposal

The Boston Pops Esplanade Quintet performing outside Boston 
Symphony Hall.
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P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E 

ELLIS ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP AND MENTORING PROGRAM FUNDRAISER
Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

Since the early 1960s, the Ellis Association has dedicated itself to improving the community of the South End 
and the lives of its residents. They were pleased to announce at their latest fundraising event their Scholarship 
and Mentoring Program in partnership with the Benjamin Franklin Institute. The scholarships, at $2,500 per 
student, are designed to assist in tuition gaps that can occur in financial aid.

Cheryl and Roger Dickenson make 
a bid on some silent auction items.

John Yates and Annabel Kupke.

Regina Pyle, Julie Holenport, and Norma St. Coeur.

Olivia and Carol Caporizzo.

Norma and Tess Alekna with John Coughlin (center).

John Alekna, chairperson of Ellis, 
with Robin Johnson, manager of 
the South End branch of Hingham 
Savings Bank – a platinum spon-
sor.

The Ellis Association Fundraising Committee: Betsy Hall, Mark Carrig, Robin Johnson, Michael Hall, Stacy 
Koeppel, and Jennifer Girvin.

Director of Development at 
the Ben Franklin Institute Kim 
Freeman and Chairperson of Ellis 
Association John Alekna.

Recent Ellis board member, 
Lecolion Washington, with 
Chairperson of Ellis Association 
John Alekna.

Meghan Dichiara, Pat and Steve Vinter, and Peter Dichiara.

Bay Village neighborhood 
Association Vice President Sarah 
Herlihy expressed concern about 
the proposed height of the build-
ing, citing Piedmont Park Square’s 
40 ft height as a victory for the 
architects and developers.

“You are one of the most con-

scientious about learning what 
our neighborhood looks like and I 
really appreciate that, but you won 
at 40 and I for one am going to 
have to be sold very, very hard on 
why you need to go to 56, or even 
43,” Herlihy said. 

Piermarini said that they are 

aiming to “complement and 
relate” to historic aspects in the 
neighborhood, rather than com-
pete with them.

“This is the beginning of the 
process,” Piermarini said. “We’re 
trying to be respectful of the 
heights.”
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LOOKING BACK 
AT BOSTON
COURTESY OF THE SOUTH END 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

News Briefs

This week’s featured image is of Union Park in the 1860s. Between 
1850-1851, the City of Boston laid out three residential squares in 
the South End: Chester Square, Worcester Square and Union Park. 
Originally named Weston Street, Union Park was laid out by city 
engineers William P. Parrot and Ellis S. Chesbrough. The row houses 
on Union Park were built between 1851 and 1859 and surrounded a 
16,000 square foot park with two cast-iron fountains, which were origi-
nally painted white.
The South End Historical Society was formed in the 1966 and continues 
to advocate for the preservation and history in the neighborhood. The 
organization is located on Chester Square and holds many treasures of 
the South End’s distant and near past.

D - 4  P O L i C e  N e w s

HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU
On Monday, June 11, at about 

6:50 p.m., officers responded to a 
report of an assault and battery in 
progress at 6 Marlborough St.

 On arrival, police spoke to 
the victim, who said an unknown 
male suspect followed her from 
Chinatown to her Marlborough 
Street apartment. At this time, the 
suspect allegedly grabbed the vic-
tim by her hair and asked, “Why 
aren’t you looking at me?”

 When neighbors came outside, 
the suspect fled towards Newbury 
Street.

 Police advised the victim and 
neighbors to call 9-1-1 if the sus-
pect returns and searched the area 
for him to no avail.

ONE MORE CUP OF 
COFFEE

On Tuesday, June 12, at 
approximately 12:25 p.m., police 
responded to a reported assault 
and battery at Starbucks at 185 
Dartmouth St.

 Upon arrival, the officer met 
with an employee who said she 
was working behind the register at 
around 11:30 a.m., when a male 
suspect came up to the counter, 
removed the cover from a cup of 
hot coffee and threw the contents 
at her before fleeing the store in an 
unknown direction.

 The victim refused medical 
attention at this time, and police 
searched for the suspect to no 
avail.

LOST AND FOUND
On Sunday, June 17, at about 

10:30 p.m., police responded to 
133 Clarendon St. for a report of 
found drugs.

 Upon arrival, the officer spoke 
to the caller who said he found 
a large plastic bag containing 12 
smaller plastic drugs of apparent 
drugs near 133 Clarendon St.

 Based on his training and expe-
rience, the officer believed the 
smaller bags contained heroin and 
seized them as evidence.

BARANOWSKI 
TO EXHIBIT AT 
CAMBRIDGE TRUST

Cambridge Trust announced 
that its Boston South End office 
located at 565 Tremont St. will 
showcase “Water Works,” a col-
lection of oil/cold encaustic paint-
ings by Boston resident and fine 
artist Walter Baranowski, as part 
of its ongoing commitment to sup-
port and celebrate the cultural and 
economic importance of art in the 
community. The South End office 
will also host a reception, giving 
clients, neighborhood residents 
and the public an opportunity to 
meet the artist. 

•Reception with the artist: June 
21, from 6-8 p.m. The exhibit will 
run through July 31, 2018

Walter Baranowski seeks to 
prove his thesis that “water is a 
magnet to light and color” through 
his paintings; his “Water Works” 
collection moves beyond typical 
landscapes to explore other ways 
of examining water. Some pieces 
look through and into water, at 
shadows cast under and across 
water, or highlight the coolness 
or warmth of water and evoke 
wetness or even a briny smell. 
Other pieces explore the multitude 
of ways in which water reflects 
and absorbs light and color. The 
season, time of day, wind and 
weather conditions all orchestrate 
the effects of water perceived by 
the viewer.

Corey Niswender, Vice President 
and Manager of the Cambridge 
Trust South End office noted that, 
“Cambridge Trust’s continued 
support for the arts in Boston is 
exemplified by our current exhib-
it of Walter Baranowski’s ‘Water 
Works.’ I invite our clients and 
the community to a reception 
with the artist on June 21 at the 
Cambridge Trust South End office, 
565 Tremont Street, where the col-
lection will be on display through 
July 31.” 

Walter Baranowski trained 
in fine art at the Massachusetts 
College of Art and also took les-
sons from Helen M. Pierce. His 
painting effects continue to emu-
late the style and contemplative 
character of renowned painter 
Miyo Onishi.

SOUTH END DATES
•The Worcester Square Area 

Neighborhood Association 
(WSANA) will hold its monthly 
meeting on June 26, at 7 p.m., 
in the Newton Pavilion on the 
Boston Medical Center Campus, 
2nd floor.

•Ellis South End Neighborhood 
Association Board of Directors 
meeting, June 26, at 6 p.m., in 66 
Berkeley St.

•South End Summer Solstice 
will take place at Blackstone 
Square, Washington Street, South 

End on Thursday, June 21 from 
4-9p.m. The event will feature live 
music, food, and a beer garden. 

•Fete de la Musique will hit 
the parks and streets of the South 
End on June 23 this year, courtesy 
of the Community Music Center 
of Boston, Warren Avenue. This 
year, new parks like Watson Park, 
Ringgold Park and Union Park 
will be added to the locations for 
outdoor musical celebration. The 
event goes from 3-6 p.m.

•On July 11, a major meeting 
for the Harrison/Albany Corridor 
traffic concerns/updates will be 
held at the AC Hotel in Ink Block 
from 6-8 p.m. The meeting is seen 
as a comprehensive look at the 
many concerns for traffic on the 
corridor.

•Councilor Michelle Wu and 
State Reps. Jay Livingstone and 
Aaron Michletwitz will host a 
campaign reception for South End 
State Rep. Byron Rushing at Shun’s 
Kitchen (520 Columbus Ave.) on 
Monday, June 25, from 5:30-8 
p.m. For information, e-mail Jeff 
Ross at jr@jeffross.org.

BACK BAY 
HAPPENINGS

•2018 NABB-Q at the 
Clarendon Street Playground, 
Tuesday, June 26, 5 p.m. until dark 
(Rain Date:  Wednesday, June 27). 
Enjoy burgers and hotdogs fresh 
off the grill, picnic salads and ice 
cream at NABB's annual summer 
block party.

Adults:  $10, Children under 
12:  $5  Ages 1-4:  Free. A limited 
number of tickets will be sold at 
the gate.

•The Friends of the Public 
Garden are looking for champion 
volunteer weeders to help main-
tain the beautiful Boylston Street 
boarder and the Beacon Street bor-
der in the Public Garden. ‘You 
supply the enthusiasm, we supply 
the gloves, kneepads, and some 
brief instructions on weed identi-
fication!’ Volunteers meet up on 
alternating Thursdays, starting 
April 26, 5-7 p.m. 

FENWAY TIMES
•DCR Pedestrian Advisory: 

Through the month of May 
2018, and into June 2018, the 
Department of Conversation and 
Recreation (DCR) will commence 
sidewalk improvement work along 
Park Drive (the residential side) 
in the City of Boston between 
approximately Peterborough 
Street and Brookline Avenue from 
7 - 3p.m. A detour route will be 
clearly marked and a police detail 
will be on site. 

•Fenway residents and mer-
chants are invited to discuss issues 
of drug addiction and homelessness 
on Monday, June 25, at 6 p.m., 

at an open community meeting 
organized by the Neighborhood 
Improvement Committee (NIC). 
Meg Mainzer-Cohen, president 
and executive director of the Back 
Bay Association, will speak about 
the partnership she has developed 
with the Boston Police, Pine Street 
Inn and businesses of Back Bay.

It will take place at the Morville 
House, 100 Norway St.

The Neighborhood 
Improvement Committee (NIC) 
was established in 2011 by Berklee 
College and Fenway residents as 
part of the Berklee Institutional 
Master Plan. NIC Co-chairs are 
Stephen Sorkin, East Fens resident 
and Victory Gardens Area Director, 
and J. Curtis Warner, Associate 
Vice President of Community and 
Government Relations at Berklee.

RESIDENT PARKING 
RESTORED

South End Mayoral Liaison 
Faisa Sharif announced that the 
Resident Parking signs that were 
removed on Shawmut Avenue and 
many other parts of the South End 
would be restored.

About two months ago, 
the Boston Transportation 
Department (BTD) removed the 
Resident Parking/Two Hour signs 
from the street, replacing them 
with the green two-hour parking 
signs. That caused a huge dis-
ruption as residents began to get 
parking tickets for overstaying the 
two-hour limit - something that 
wasn’t a concern previously.

“We had a meeting about the 
signage with BTD and they will be 
changing those signs back,” said 
Sharif. “It should be done within a 
couple of weeks.”

SHOTS IN O’DAY PARK, 
SOUTH END

After relative calm for a few 
years in O’Day Park, neighbors 
were disheartened to hear that 
gunshots were fired off in O’Day 
Park two weekends ago.

D-4 Capt. Steve Sweeney 
detailed the event during the South 
End Forum on June 12, and said 
all his resources were devoted to 
the matter. The Park has been 
a focus for area residents and 
the police, with many events and 
neighbors combining efforts to 
have safe, fun activities there. For 
some time, it worked.

However, it appears that the 
silence has been broken.

 MASSPORT AIRPLANE 
NOISE COMPLAINT 
LINE

Residents who are being dis-
turbed by airplane noise are 
encouraged to call the MassPort 
Noise Hotline 24 hours a day. The 
phone number is (617) 561-3333.
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Exclusive Marketing Agent for Four Seasons Private Residences, One Dalton Street, Boston

ZERO MARLBOROUGH ST PH
4 Beds | 5.2 Baths | 4,789 SQFT

$12,750,000

172 NEWBURY STREET •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM

33 BRIMMER ST PH
2 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 1,838 SQFT

$2,550,000

183 COMM AVE #4
3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,539 SQFT

$4,950,000

New
 P

ric
e!

381 BEACON ST
5 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 5,165 SQFT

$6,490,000

167 COMM AVE PH
2 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,027 SQFT

$3,200,000
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