
By Lauren Bennett

The Our Lady’s Guild House 
(OLGH) in the Fenway/Kenmore 
neighborhood has been a source of 
reliable housing for low-and mod-
erate-income women and students 
since 1947. But many women who 
have lived at OLGH, like Judy 
Burnette and Lydia Eccles, believe 
that it has abandoned its mission 
to serve these women, as around 
70 to 80 women have been evicted 
from their longtime rooms in order 
for the building to be rented out 
to students and people who can 
afford to pay more. 

Displacement is an issue across 
Boston and across the country, and 
its effects are being especially felt at 

OLGH, which rents single rooms 
and is owned by the Daughters of 
Mary of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Berlin, Conn., and managed 
by Marc Roos Realty. OLGH was 
originally a hotel and was donat-
ed to the Catholic Church, who in 
turn donated it to the Daughters of 
the Immaculate Conception, who 
then created a charitable corpo-
ration to operate the building as 
an affordable rooming house for 
women. 

At a community meeting host-
ed by City Life/Vida Urbana and 
the Fenway CDC on Jan. 30, Judy 
Burnette, who has been an OLGH 
resident since December 2008, told 
those in attendance that long-term 
residents were told in 2014 that 

their leases could not be extended 
past July 31, 2018.

“I was looking for an apartment 
and I couldn’t find anything,” Bur-
nette said. “Even [in] the senior cit-
izen buildings the waiting lists are 
long.”

OLGH resident Lydia Eccles 
spoke about the age discrimination 
that she feels is so prevalent within 
OLGH’s management. “The age 
discrimination that’s taking place 
is a means to an end,” she said. She 
said that management has “kicked 
out all long-term residents,” and  
“they perceived that age discrim-
ination was part of their plan to 
turn the building to profit.”

She said that some of the 

By Seth Daniel

The Benjamin Franklin Insti-
tute of Technology announced 
this week that it will sell its sto-
ried building on Berkeley Street by 
2022 and seek another location in 
a different part of Boston.

President Tony Benoit said the 
old building on Berkeley doesn’t 
serve the modern needs of the 
school, and with the hot real estate 
market, it made sense to unlock the 
value and seek a location elsewhere 
in the city.

“We think it would be best to 
start with a shell that is better suit-
ed to our needs or build from the 
ground up,” he said. “We could 
have stayed and tried to build 
a school building here and that 
would have been okay, but we 
thought it would be best to seek 
another location because of the 
way the market is going and the 
way the uses are going to unlock 
the value of the facility and look 
for a location in another part of 
the city.”
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Fenway community looks to aid women 
being evicted from Our Lady’s Guild House

(Our Lady’s GuiLd HOuse, Pg. 4)

Benjamin Franklin 
Institute to exit South 
End after 110 years

(Benjamin FrankLin institute, Pg. 3)

(Better Bus, Pg. 4)

SOWA FIRST FRIDAY

PHOTO BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Mimi Reilly with work in progress at her space in Studio #210 during 
the SoWa First Friday event on Feb. 1 in the SoWa Art and Design 
District. Artists like Reilly open up their studios twice a month on the 
first Friday and the Second Sunday for the public to see what they are 
creating.

A PATRIOT PROMENADE

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

With trophy in hand, Patriots Owner Bob Kraft, 
along with his sons Josh Kraft and Dan Kraft, are 
exuberant in the Super Bowl LIII victory during 
Tuesday’s rolling rally in the Back Bay. Meanwhile, 
Defensive Lineman Trey Flowers gives a parting 
kiss to the Super Bowl LIII trophy as players 
descend on City Hall Plaza in Boston. See more 
photos on Page 6.

By Seth Daniel

A new effort by the MBTA to 
improve bus routes – unveiled last 
week within the Better Bus pro-
gram – features major changes for 
riders in the South End, Back Bay 
and Fenway amidst a proposal that 
seeks to make 47 changes to 63 of 
the existing routes systemwide.

Wes Edwards, MBTA assistant 
general manager of service devel-
opment, said they have 47 changes 
that were unveiled for discussion 
on Jan. 28. He said they will be 

soliciting input at several pub-
lic meetings and online through 
March 13.

“We did a lot of outreach over 
the summer with the Better Bus 
initiative and fare and wide we 
heard frequency and reliability as 
the biggest issue,” he said. “The 
package is to bring more reliabili-
ty and frequent service to our cus-
tomers…There are trade-offs to a 
lot of these because we have made 
all of them cost-neutral so we are 

MBTA Better Bus proposal gets 
high reviews from South End users
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Guest Op-ed

Tax season is an opportunity to improve child health
IMMIGRANTS ARE OUR FUTURE

It is an undeniable fact of history that all Americans other than Native 
Americans are descendants of immigrants.

It also is undeniably true that immigrants have not always been 
welcome with open arms, starting most conspicuously with the Know-
Nothing Party of the 1840s-50s, which rose to some degree of political 
prominence solely based on its opposition to immigration, specifically 
Catholics and Irish.

On the other hand, Americans have at times been more than willing to 
accept immigrants. Here is a news item from one of our newspapers, the 
Winthrop Sun-Transcript, that appeared in January of 1949:

“Four Latvian refugees, including Capt. Rosenberg and his wife, who 
were among the 29 refugees who landed in Boston aboard a 65-foot 
ketch in July, will open the Home Pastry Shop in the Centre, formerly 
Eliot and Taylor’s Bread and Pie Shop. The group has received the finan-
cial backing of kindhearted people in the area.”

What also is true is that immigrants have contributed mightily to mak-
ing America arguably the greatest and most powerful nation on earth, 
from the days of our founding to the present time.

From Alexander Hamilton, who was a native of the island of Nevis in 
the Caribbean; to Enrico Fermi (Italian-born), Edwin Teller (Hungarian-
born), and Robert Oppenheimer (a son of immigrants), who developed 
the atomic bomb; to Steve Jobs (whose father was an immigrant from 
Syria); to the founders of Google (whose parents are Russian), it has been 
immigrants who have contributed greatly to both the reality and promise 
of American exceptionalism.

It also is undeniably true that declining birth rates in America today 
will mean that there will be fewer young people to pay for, and take care 
of, our rapidly-aging population.

To those who seek to impose strict quotas on immigration, perhaps 
they should think of immigration this way: If you are building a success-
ful sports team, you need to have the best and hardest-working players 
-- and in the case of global competition, that means we need to be open 
to receiving people from around the world. Immigrants always have led 
the way in taking America to the next level. 

In our view, our nation will thrive in the 21st century only if we 
remain committed to attracting the world’s most industrious minds. 

By Lucy Marcil, MD, MPH

 As a pediatrician, I never 
thought I’d be excited about the tax 
code. I care about childhood obesi-
ty, asthma, rising rates of autism, 
but taxes? In the last four years, 
though, I’ve learned tax credits are 
one of the most powerful tools we 
have to improve child health in this 
country; and that pediatricians can 
help.

The Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC), a federal refundable cred-
it for working, low and moder-
ate income Americans, promotes 
health and saves lives. It is our 
country’s most impactful program 
tackling poverty for children and 
families. In 2014 alone, EITC lift-
ed 3.5 million children and their 
families out of poverty. Nonparti-
san research shows EITC reduces 
infant death, improves maternal 
mental health, improves K-12 
school performance and increases 
employment of single mothers.

Consider Beatrice. She brought 
her 3-year-old grandson, for whom 
she is the primary caregiver, into 
our clinic at Boston Medical Cen-
ter. She earned $9,000 per year in 
her part-time, minimum wage job, 
which made it nearly impossible 
to afford food, rent, and keep her 
young child warm in the winter. 
Like 16 million other kids in the 
U.S., poverty compromised the 
health of Beatrice’s grandson. Most 
doctors can’t write a prescription 

to cover these challenges, but BMC 
pediatricians can—through free 
tax prep.

After filing her taxes with help 
from a trained, IRS-certified volun-
teer, a novel model for IRS-spon-
sored Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) sites, Beatrice 
received $2,400 in tax refunds. She 
used that money to buy previous-
ly unaffordable “luxuries” for her 
grandson, including fresh fruits 
and vegetables and warm winter 
clothes —investments needed for 
his healthy brain and body devel-
opment.

This tax season, let’s all cele-
brate the power of EITC, a bipar-
tisan, anti-poverty, pro-work tax 
credit, to improve the future of 
families – a goal we all can agree 
upon. Massachusetts is already 
a leader in this work. Governor 
Baker and the state legislature are 
strong supporters of EITC.  Four 
years ago, they increased the state 
EITC from 15 percent to 23 per-
cent of the federal credit and, just 
last year, increased the credit to 30 
percent of the federal credit. This 
means over 400,000 hard working 
families will receive an additional 
$400 on average at tax time next 
year.

But there’s more work to be 
done. People across the state with 
the Healthy Families EITC Coali-
tion have come together to raise our 
voices for improvements to EITC 
that promote health. We have the 
opportunity to raise our state EITC 

to 50 percent, which would make 
it the highest state credit in the 
nation. We also have the chance 
to provide state funding for VITA 
sites, just like the one benefiting 
Beatrice and her grandson. Finally, 
we need to improve eligibility rules 
for the state EITC so all workers 
with low to moderate incomes 
who pay taxes in Massachusetts 
can claim the credit.

America is a country that 
believes in the power of hard work. 
Our families are working hard. As 
one mother told us, “I’m finan-
cially struggling every week, every 
time that I get paid. Even though 
I’m at work every single day, finan-
cially [it’s hard] with me paying my 
rent, my car bill, and other bills... 
And now that I do have an older 
child that’s in college, it is even 
more stressful. So every week, I’m 
just struggling to make ends meet.”

Let’s use our collective voices 
and talk to our legislators to ensure 
Massachusetts is a state in which 
those who work hard can make 
ends meet. Beatrice’s grandson and 
millions of other children depend 
on it.

Author: Lucy Marcil, MD, 
MPH, Pediatrician at Boston 
Medical Center, Assistant Profes-
sor of Pediatrics at Boston Uni-
versity School of Medicine, and 
Co-Founder/Co-Director of Street-
Cred, a free tax preparation service 
integrated into pediatric clinics 
(www.mystreetcred.org).

Guest Op-ed

When it comes to opioids, the best option is prevention
By Zafeer Baber, pain physician, Lahey 

Hospital

Six years after America’s Sur-
geon General declared that nico-
tine was as addictive as heroin and 
cocaine, executives of the seven 
largest tobacco manufacturers 
were called to testify before Con-
gress.

When asked whether he 
believed nicotine was addictive, 
William Campbell, then CEO of 
Philip Morris 

USA, gave a firm ‘no.’
Less than two years later, in 

1996, then Massachusetts Attor-
ney General Scott Harshbarger 
filed a lawsuit against Big Tobacco 
claiming that the industry know-
ingly sold an addictive product 
and engaged in “a conspiracy to 
mislead, deceive and confuse” the 
people of Massachusetts about the 
dangers of cigarettes. 

From the multi-state litigation 
came the now infamous Cigarette 

Papers that demonstrated that the 
tobacco industry believed in the 
addictive effects of cigarettes as far 
back as the 1960s. The Common-
wealth was awarded more than $8 
billion in damages. 

Nearly 20 years later, the Com-
monwealth is facing a different 
public health crisis built on the 
deceitful marketing practices of 
another drug industry. In the 
1990s and early 2000s, Purdue 

See OP-ED Page 3
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the makers of Oxycontin, launched 
an aggressive campaign targeting 
both patients and physicians pro-
moting the idea that the risk of 
opioid addiction among people 
with chronic pain was extreme-
ly low. Again, this was a lie. In 
2007, the company and three of 
its executives pled guilty to mis-
representing the addictive and 
abusive potential of Oxycontin. 
More recently, in the wake of a 
leaked Justice Department report 
showing that Purdue Pharma 
had known for years that peo-
ple were abusing its medication, 
Massachusetts Attorney General 
Maura Healey announced plans 
to sue the company, as well as its 
executives and directors.

The similarities between the 
two cases are striking. 

Both industries have been 
accused of creating a public 
health crisis in the pursuit of 
profit. More than 200,000 peo-
ple died from prescription-relat-
ed opioid overdoses from 1996 
to 2016, according to estimates 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and 
more than five times as many 
people died in 2016 from pre-
scription opioid overdoses than 

in 1999.
Both industries hid their addic-

tive effects while exaggerating 
their benefits (R.J Reynolds once 
told their customers to smoke a 
Camel cigarette between each 
course of their Thanksgiving din-
ner as an “aid to digestion”).  

The similarities between the 
two drugs go far beyond mar-
keting. Studies have shown that 
the two have similar impacts on 
the brain, triggering the release 
of dopamine from the brain’s 
pleasure center – a key aspect of 
addiction. 

Although there is no single 
panacea for all forms of addic-
tion, many of the lessons learned 
from tobacco can be applied to 
the treatment of opioid addic-
tion. Scientifically validated 
treatments exist for combat-
ing nicotine dependence, such 
as counseling, support groups, 
medications and Nicotine 
Replacement Therapy (nicotine 
gum, patches, etc.). Similarly, 
opioid substitution with medica-
tions like Methadone and Subox-
one can be used to curb cravings 
and blunt the euphoric effects of 
opioids like Oxycontin, fentanyl, 
and even heroin.

The opioid crisis will require 
policy action at all levels. A 
decade ago, the Affordable Care 
Act provided increased access 
to smoking cessation programs. 
Congress must increase funding 
towards opioid dependence pro-
grams as well. Indeed, tobacco 
control organizations like the 
Truth Initiative have already 
expanded their public education 
campaigns to opioids. 

Overly restrictive federal 
licensing laws limiting Suboxone 
prescriptions need to be relaxed. 
On the state level, the legislature 
needs to increase access to opioid 
addiction programs and make 
access to Naloxone, an over-
dose-reversing agent, less bur-
densome.

On the city level, local gov-
ernments can take the lead by 
expanding needle exchange pro-
grams, which have been scien-
tifically proven to decrease the 
spread of HIV among intrave-
nous drug users. Just recently, 
Boston and Cambridge mayors 
Marty Walsh and Marc McGov-
ern visited safe injection sites in 
Canada and expressed openness 
to the idea of bringing such sites 
here.  

Finally, physicians need to 
have honest conversations with 
their patients about the addictive 
effects of opioids. Patients will 
also have to take control of their 
care by having realistic expec-
tations about pain control and 
do everything in their power to 
make sure their prescription does 

not get into the hands of some-
one else. 

There is definitely a role for 
opioids, including Oxycontin, in 
the treatment of pain such as end 
of life care, those who have ter-
minal cancer or a recent surgery. 
But like tobacco, the best option 
is always prevention.
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It would mark the exodus of 
another storied and old institu-
tion in the South End over the 
last year. Already, USES is in the 
process of selling its marquee 
building on the corner of Massa-
chusetts and Columbus avenues, 
and the Emmanuel Gospel Center 
announced its exit in December 
after 70-plus years as well.

Benoit said it is sad to leave the 
neighborhood, but something that 
is required of their mission.

“Until the time we leave, we’ll 
continue to be the gathering place 
for the community that BFIT has 
been,” he said. “It’s sad to give up 
that connection. That was a diffi-
cult thing we had to take into con-
sideration. It is a community build-
ing and has been for 111 years, but 
when you look at the value we can 
derive from a sale – it’s not fair to 
cling to nostalgia when that money 
can be put to use for the young 
people of Boston.”

He said there has been a stream 
of organizations leaving the South 
End, but he said it’s just the natural 
progression.

For instance, when the school 
was sited on Berkeley Street, it was 
described as being an industrial 
outpost on the fringes of down-
town Boston. That certainly is no 
longer the case, and that kind of 
changes the mission of the techni-
cal college as well.

“These changes occur over and 
over again,” he said. “It’s not a 
small-scale local trend, but the nat-
ural evolution of cities.”

Benjamin Franklin Institute 
of Technology (BFIT) is a pri-
vate nonprofit college focused on 
educating Boston-area youth for 
careers in growth industries. The 
college got its start with a bequest 
from Ben Franklin,, but was estab-
lished only after a matching gift 
from Andrew Carnegie early in the 
20th century, which was facilitated 
when the City of Boston provided 
the needed land. Enrollment has 
grown steadily over the last several 
years, rising more than 20 percent 
during a period of contracting col-
lege enrollment overall. 

The college’s plan is to sell the 
land in the South End, use a sub-
stantial portion of the proceeds to 
find a new location, and employ 
the rest of the funds to enhance its 
existing $4 million endowment. 
The property is being marketed by 
the investment banking firm HFF. 
The real estate firm Cushman & 
Wakefield has been hired to find 
a new location including up to 
100,000 square feet of space. 

Benoit said that one-quarter of 
the student body at BFIT comes 
from Dorchester, and that’s a place 
that, preliminarily, they are look-
ing carefully at.

“About one-quarter of our stu-

dents come from Dorchester,” he 
said. “There are still one or two 
locations there that might be in the 
range we’re looking at…Because 
of the connection to the students, 
that’s a place we are looking now.”

The idea of creating a new cam-
pus rather than sticking with the 
old campus has a lot to do with 
the technical training they now 
provide, and the age of the current 
facility – which was appropriate in 
1908, but isn’t so much now.

He said it came down to decid-
ing whether to pour money into 
maintenance, or create a new 
campus that could accelerate the 
momentum of the school, give it 
more notoriety and outfit it for a 
more modern curriculum.

“It’s a building that is at an 
age where it’s needs are accelerat-
ing,” he said. “It needs deep and 
thoughtful work.”

The timeline is pretty simple, 
Benoit said, with the school hop-
ing it can be in its new location 
by the fall of 2022. Between then 
and now, they would remain in the 
South End.

“We are planning to be operat-
ing fully at a new location in Sep-
tember 2022,” he said. “We would 
stay here until that is a possibility. 
There might be some things that 
happen before that, but we still 
would need this space until then.”

With about 600 students, 

BFIT offers certificates, associate 
degrees, and bachelor’s degrees 
in high-demand fields including 
health information technology, 
automotive technology, mechani-
cal engineering technology, heat-
ing and air conditioning, electri-
cal engineering, and construction 
management. It is the only college 
in the region offering an associate 
degree in opticianry and a bache-
lor’s degree in automotive manage-

ment.
BFIT works closely with more 

than 90 industry partners to cre-
ate pipelines for training, jobs, and 
internships during each student’s 
education and upon graduation, 
with emphasis on high-demand 
STEM technology fields that lead 
to well-paying jobs. 

There are about 75 full-time 
employees at the Institute, includ-
ing 35 full-time faculty members.

A photo of the entrance to the Benjamin Franklin Institute of 
Technology on Berkeley Street in the South End. The school announced 
it will sell its facility and move to another part of the city. It is one of 
several organizations and non-profits making an exit from the South 
End during a hot real estate market.
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BVNA Executive Committee votes not to oppose addition to 4 Melrose St.denies requested headhouse
By Dan Murphy

 The Bay Village Neighborhood 
Association Executive Commit-
tee voted not to oppose building a 
two-story addition to the one-fam-
ily brownstone at 4 Melrose St. 
while denying the applicant’s 
request to construct a new head-
house on Monday night at the 
South Cove apartments.

Tom Calus, a principal for Bos-
ton-based TCR Development, has 
proposed adding two additional 
stories and a 300 square-foot head-

house, as well as expanding the 
rear dormer. He is currently seek-
ing zoning variances from the city 
for height, massing and parking.

 Calus, who intends to live there 
with his family, said, “It’s import-
ant to have a building that’s sized 
appropriately to attract families.”

Also, Calus said that he would 
be willing to pay up to $50,000 
to install security cameras in the 
neighborhood, which cost around 
$7,500 each.

The executive committee ulti-
mately rejected the proposed head-
house, despite Calus’ claims that it 

wouldn’t be visible from any pub-
lic street.

In another matter, Ben Beck, 
co-chair of the BVNA Planning 
Committee, gave an informational 
presentation on the proposed rede-
velopment of 19 Isabella St. into a 
36-unit residential building, with 
22 on-site parking spaces.

Beck said an additional 17 feet, 
7 inches would be added above the 
existing building, bringing the total 
height to 88 feet, 8 inches.

Neighborhood residents in 
attendance expressed concern with 
the proposal, including the number 

of living units and lack of parking, 
as well as the expanded roofline, 
which they said was out of the 
scale with the neighborhood.

Also, Sarah Herlihy, BVNA 
senior vice president, said the pro-
cess with the Motor Mart garage 
at 201 Stuart St. is still ongoing, 
and that mitigation for the project 
needs to be discussed with repre-
sentatives from the Boston Plan-
ning and Development Agency and 
at the subcommittee level.

Meanwhile, Herlihy said Larry 
Dicara, a former Boston city coun-
cilor and attorney, is representing 

Patriot Care, a medical marijuana 
dispensary on Milk Street, that 
intends to relocate to the Park 
Square building that houses Moon-
cusser Fish House while expanding 
its offering to include both medical 
and recreational marijuana.

The proposal for the first mari-
huana dispensary in Bay Village is 
still in the preliminary stages and 
expected to be presented during 
the next working session of the 
BVNA Planning and Licensing 
committees on President’s Day, 
Feb. 18, Herlihy said.

women have lived in that building 
their entire lives, and one woman 
who is being evicted is 83 years 
old and has lived at OLGH for 32 
years. Eccles said that when she 
first applied for a room, manage-
ment told her they do not rent to 
people over the age of 60, but she 
“begged for an exception and got 
it,” she said.

“Who in the City of Boston 
more needs single room occupan-
cy than single older women?” She 
said. She added that this is what 
is affordable for someone who is 
lower income in the city. 

Eccles also said that OLGH has 
never filed any annual corporate 
reports and “no one knows where 
the profits from the building are 
going.” She added that OLGH has 
also listed on their website the age 
discrimination she described “with 
no consequences.” 

Eccles said that the management 
of OLGH is “transitioning people 
into homelessness.”

A woman who has been evict-
ed said that there is a “pattern of 
not caring in our country; it’s not 
just in our neighborhood.” She said 
that her perception of the situation 
is that “so many people are being 
seen as disposable.” This woman 
had lived at OLGH for about five 
years, and described it as a “lovely 
community” when she first moved 
in. Then, she said, everyone had to 
move out of their rooms for reno-

vation and “the rents were jacked 
up.” She said she had a very diffi-
cult time finding a new place to live. 
She had to move to Franklin for 
a period of time, and just recently 
came back to Boston and found a 
stable place. “It has really been a 
nightmare for people who are dis-
placed,” she said.

Colleen Fitzpatrick of the 
Fenway CDC said the CDC got 
involved in 2012 when there was 
a rent hike of about $100 at once 
across the city. “Rent has gone up 
very quickly in such a short time,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “There has been a 
lot of displacement.”

“For years this has been an 
important source of affordable 
housing for older women,” she 
said. “This is not the only building 
of single-room occupancies that has 
shifted to students and/or Airbnb,.” 
Fitzpatrick said. However, the ordi-
nance that recently passed will not 
allow Airbnb in these buildings. 

There has been a lot of support 
from the surrounding communi-
ty for the women who are being 
evicted. “These women are making 
a point that it’s not okay for these 
things to happen here in our neigh-
borhood,” Fitzpatrick said.

Margaret Turner of Greater 
Boston Legal Services (GBLS) said 
that GBLS got involved in this case 
over the summer, and praised the 
amount of community support for 
this issue. “These are no-fault evic-
tions, and the landlord is saying 

they have to go,” Turner said. She 
said that up until 2012/2013, evic-
tions were “extremely rare, only 
two in many years and only for 
something of cause.” She said that 
no more members of the order live 
there anymore.

“A charity cannot just decide 
it’s not going to be a charity any-
more,” Turner said. She said that 
the property manager (Marc Roos 
Realty) has been “substantially 
increasing the rents” and charging 
illegal broker fees when renting to 
tenants. She also said they have had 
explicit language in their leases that 
is “discriminatory on the basis of 
disability.”

A spokesman for OLGH told the 
Sun that they would not be speak-
ing to media on the matter, but did 
provide a statement. 

“The Our Lady’s Guild House 
has been a short-term residence 
for woman who work in the Bos-
ton area and/or attend school or 
internship programs. Owned by the 
Daughters of Mary of the Immac-
ulate Conception of Berlin, Conn.,, 
OLGH is open to women of all 
backgrounds,” said Don Martelli, 
property spokesman. “Managing 
the property and providing tem-
porary housing services has grown 
increasingly difficult in recent years 
due to the longevity of stay by some 
tenants—tenants who have repeat-
edly neglected to honor lease agree-
ments that have been extended time 
and time again. Unfortunately, the 

property owner has had to move 
forward with legal options despite 
repeated attempts to come to a rea-
sonable solution for all parties.” 

Turner said that there is a con-
cern about the switch from long-
term tenants to short-term tenants, 
and how it would be easier to sell 
the property and turn it into some-
thing entirely different. “This char-
ity needs to stay in this neighbor-
hood,” Turner said.  

As far as solutions to this issue, 
she said that they have considered 
bringing this whole matter to court, 
but it would take a lot of resourc-
es. She said that it is “way more 
important” that the community 
speaks out, as it has the power to 
influence elected officials. 

There have also been organized 
rallies that have helped to delay the 
evictions, Fitzpatrick said. There 
is a petition on the City Life/Vida 
Urbana website that has been 
signed by 1,300 people. She said 
that the petition has been deliv-
ered to Marc Roos Realty, but “he 
declined to meet with us and decline 
to comment.”

Fitzpatrick said they have been 
having conversations with the nuns 
since August, and said that “they 
have maintained the position that 
they want everyone to move out.” 

She added that Rep. Jon Santia-
go and State Sen. Will Brownsberg-
er made calls to the attorney gener-
al asking for an investigation of the 
situation, and that City Councilor 

Josh Zakim “expressed support 
and took some steps.”

“I think they could take a lit-
tle more action,” Fitzpatrick said 
of the elected officials, and urged 
attendees to keep calling them.

Community members at the 
meeting were very concerned about 
the well-being of these women, 
and readily made suggestions for a 
course of action that can be taken 
going forward, including calling 
news stations, picketing during Red 
Sox games, boycotting Marc Roos 
Realty, and getting a bus together to 
go confront the nuns in Connecticut. 
Other suggestions included bom-
barding the nuns with phone calls, 
social media campaigns, an inves-
tigation of Marc Roos Realty, and 
calling on Cardinal O’Malley to use 
his leverage to resolve the problem.

Most everyone agreed that this 
issue needs to be exposed to other 
neighborhoods in the city, and that 
what is happening to these older 
women is unacceptable. Alex Pon-
te-Capellan, Community Organizer 
for City Life/Vida Urbana, said that 
he will gather all of these sugges-
tions into one document and then 
choose the ones that have the most 
potential. “We can start forming 
committees around each initiative,” 
he said. “All these ideas can actual-
ly come into reality. It’s going to be 
a lot of work, but if you’re as fired 
up about this as I am then I know I 
can count on you guys.” 

Our Lady’s GuiLd HOuse (from pg. 1)

Better Bus (from pg. 1)
just re-positioning service and not 
creating anything new.”

He said the same number of 
buses, operators and investment 
would be used, but just in a differ-
ent configuration.

One of the biggest changes for 
the South End and Back Bay is the 
consolidation of the CT1 route 
with the massively-busy #1 route 
that runs from Dudley Square to 
Harvard Square mostly via Massa-
chusetts Avenue.

The change combines two busy 
routes that basically mirror one 
another, and the idea is to combine 
the resources into one more steady 
and frequent route. Right now, the 
CT1 runs from Boston Medical 

Center and up to Central Square 
in Cambridge via Massachusetts 
Avenue. 

Similarly, the #1 bus runs from 
Dudley Square to Boston Medical 
Center and then up Massachusetts 
Avenue to Harvard Square – virtu-
ally the same path.

Melissa Gullea, MBTA senior 
director of service planning, said 
they are simply investing the 
resources more wisely.

She said both routes don’t have 
a coordinated schedule and so the 
two bus routes often bump up 
against one another. 

“The CT1 serves a part of the 
BMC campus, but omits Harvard 
and Dudley Squares that are on 

the #1,” she said. “We can focus 
the resources of the CT1 so the 
#1 functions better. Because they 
aren’t evenly spaced out, you get 
artificial bunching that is creat-
ed by the different schedules. We 
think we can alleviate the artificial 
bunching there due to the sched-
ule.”

Carol Blair, of Chester Square, is a 
long-time advocate, and sometimes 
critic, of the #1 and CT1 buses. She 
said it’s a plan she’s hoped would 
emerge for many years.

“I believe combining CT-1 with 
#1 will give us more frequent and 
reliable service,” she said. “The 
two routes are largely redundant, 
often bunching, and it looks to me 

like the ridership may be strati-
fied. I also hope we’ll follow Cam-
bridge’s example. They already 
have dedicated bus lanes on Mass 
Ave. If we can free buses from 
Mass. Ave. congestion, not only 
will passengers save a total of 32 
work days every weekday, but also 
MBTA’s cost to provide the service 
will go down. Imagine if the bus 
were to complete a round trip in 
half the time, then bus and driver 
productivity would be doubled – 
not to mention improvements to 
morale for drivers and riders.”

Other changes include elimi-
nating the loops around BMC and 
South Bay Shopping Center on the 
#8, giving a more direct route from 

the South End to UMass Boston.
“The last time I rode the #8 

those two loops took a half hour,” 
commented Blair. “I think I could 
have walked it three times. As 
MBTA continues to evaluate bus 
routes, I hope they’ll find a way to 
give us a one-seat ride from Har-
vard to U-Mass.”

The #47 bus has also has some 
changes to its route, and that will 
be critical as new projects like The 
Smith and Exchange South End 
come on line. Already, as part of 
those projects, a dedicated bus lane 
on Albany Street has been proposed 
to house the #47. However, the 
route will see much more use in the 
coming years, Blair pointed out.
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News Briefs
NEWBURY PROPERTY SELLS FOR 

$25 MILLION

PLUS, GET YOUR FREE GIFT WHEN YOU OPEN ANY 
NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT!

• No minimum balance required
• No monthly fee
• No monthly service charge

• Free instant issue ATM/VISA® check  
   card
• Free access to Allpoint® ATM network

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of fees for details. Gift is awarded when 
account is opened. EBSB reserves the right to substitute a gift of similar value. Please note, in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, 
the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations 
apply. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Member FDIC | Member DIF

800.657.3272    EBSB.com

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT AND 
YOU’LL RECEIVE:

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

SIMPLY
FREE
CHECKING

Instant issue EBSB  
ATM/VISA® check card

Mobile Banking, People 
Pay and Check Deposit

Online Banking, Bill Pay 
and  e-Statements

Access to Allpoint® network with 
your EBSB ATM/VISA® check card

 

GARY DRUG
For over 75 years, Gary Drug has been serving the residents 

of Beacon Hill, the West End and the Back Bay.

Wheelchair Sales and Rentals
Complete Suntan Lotion Department

Copy & Fax Service  • Neighborhood Delivery Service
We accept most prescription drug plans

Let Gary Drug Be Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
59 Charles Street • Phone 617-227-0023 • Fax 617-227-2879

Caswell-Massey 
Women’s

And Men’s
Bath

Products

Walkers
Canes & Tips

Nebulizers
Compression

Hose
Raised Toilet

Seats
Sitz Bath

Bath Bench
Incontinence

Supplies

Full Line
Burt’s Bees

Nexxus
Biolage

Paul Mitchell 
Klorane 

Hair Care

Kneipp 
VitaBath

Shower & Bath 
Products

Mason Pearson 
Brushes

Kent of 
London 

Combs & 
Brushes

Grethers Red or Black 
Currant Pastilles

Vanicream Line
Free & Clear

FLYNN FILES HEARING 
ON AFTER-HOURS 
WORK IN SOUTH END

Councilor Ed Flynn announced 
that he will call for a hearing 
next week regarding the issue of 
after-hours and weekend con-
struction. Flynn relayed concerns 
brought to his office from resi-
dents throughout District 2 related 
to construction work being done 
outside permitted hours - early in 
the morning, late in the evening, or 
on the weekend or holidays with-
out permits. 

Moreover, community leaders 
called attention to permits granted 
for after hours and weekend work 
in the South End, while others 
pointed to issues of public safety, 
rodent control, and adhering to 
approved plans.

“Whether I am in the South End, 
South Boston, Chinatown, Beacon 
Hill, Back Bay, the Bay Village, or 
Downtown - residents frequent-
ly express concerns regarding the 
issues associated with construction 
work being done outside of per-
mitted hours, or being done illegal-

ly without a permit at all on week-
ends and holidays,” said Flynn. “I 
will be calling for a hearing next 
week as I believe a discussion is 
warranted when it comes to the 
process and enforcement, account-
ability and penalties, and any gaps 
that exist to help us improve the 
quality of life for the people of Bos-
ton. In addition, we need to ensure 
developers are making sites secure 
and safe for our communities in all 
phases, performing suitable rodent 
control, and adhering to approved 
plans.”

CONVERSATIONS 
WITH CAREGIVERS: AN 
EDUCATION SERIES

The Dementia Caregiver Sup-
port Program of the MGH Divi-
sion of Palliative Care and Geri-
atric Medicine is sponsoring our 
next seminar on Feb. 19 from 5:30 
- 7 p.m. at Mass. General in the 
O’Keefe Auditorium. These semi-
nars are for caregivers and people 
with dementia and focus on topics 
related to Dementia.February’s 
speaker is Suzanne B. Hanser, EdD, 

PHOTO COURTESY BLDUP.COM

MMP Management has purchased 276 Newbury St., a luxury multi-fam-
ily, mixed-use project for $25 million – as first reported by Bldup.com.
The development includes three units of residential above retail spaces. 
The project combines two brownstones and creates much larger living 
areas – Bldup.com reported.

MT-BC, a music therapy processor 
at Berklee College of Music and 
her talk will focus on the healing 
power of music therapy for people 
with dementia and their caregivers.
Seating is limited. Please call 617-
724-0406 to R.S.V.P. Light refresh-
ments will be served, and parking 
vouchers will be available. There is 
no charge for this event.

THE THERESA SHOW: 
ART FIBRE

On Friday, Feb. 8, Unit-
ed South End Settlements (USES) 
will co-sponsor a silent art auc-
tion and reception from 5:30–7:30 
p.m., featuring a fiber arts exhibi-
tion - The Theresa Show - to raise 
funds for the Theresa-India Young 
Ethnic Weaving Scholarship at 
Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design.

(News Brief, Pg. 9)
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Robb Cohen · Director
46 Gloucester Street, Boston
www.robbcohen.com
Mobile +1-617-962-0142

Do you know your home's value in this market?  
If you are thinking of selling, please call me.

I offer a fresh & global approach. 

Your career deserves 
an Encore.

Encore Boston Harbor is hiring. Explore thousands  
of fulfilling careers. You deserve an Encore. 

In accordance with our host and surrounding community agreements, hiring preference is given to properly qualified residents of 
the cities of (1) Everett, (2) Malden, and (3) Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Medford, and Somerville.
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Pilot Block fires back on Compassionate 
Organics with official opposition letter

By Seth Daniel

In the wake of a controver-
sial vote by the Ellis South End 
Neighborhood Association on the 
Compassionate Organics medical 
marijuana proposal, host associa-
tion Pilot Block has now fired back 
with a pointed letter of opposition 
to the project based on numerous 
reasons, including the change in 
zoning use.

The letter was written by Pilot 
Block (PBNA) leadership – Interim 
President Jim Batty and Interim 
Secretary Nicola Truppin – on Feb. 
6 and sent to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

“As the ‘host neighborhood’ 
for 633 Tremont St., the PBNA 
believes that the opinions of our 
residents concerning the appropri-
ateness of variances for locations 
within the neighborhood associ-
ation boundaries carry a certain 
weight that should not be equally 
accorded to other neighborhood 
associations abutting the PBNA,” 
read the letter. “The PBNA asks 
that the Zoning Board of Appeals 
take strong notice that residents 
in the Pilot Block neighborhood 
are extremely concerned about the 
granting of a variance to the cur-
rent Forbidden Use zoning for 633 
Tremont St. Indeed, a majority of 
PBNA residents stand in strong 
opposition to the granting of such 
a variance.”

The letter came in response 
to a Jan. 22 vote by the Board of 
the Ellis in a closed session where 
they agreed to write a letter of 
non-opposition for Compassion-
ate Organics and work on a Good 
Neighbor agreement with them. 
It shocked Pilot Block and other 
Associations, as they had all seem-
ingly been working together to cre-
ate a document that would be used 
uniformly to evaluate any marijua-
na dispensary proposal. Ellis had 
been working in concert on that 
document, but apparently decided 
to step outside of that agreement 
with their vote.

Leadership of the Ellis last week 
told the Sun they stand by the vote, 
and that associations can’t always 

have such unity. They said there 
was an overwhelming quorum 
that participated in the vote. The 
results were not disclosed.

That was followed up by a 
highly publicized and published 
petition signed by members of the 
Ellis that said they support the pro-
posal and that it fell in line with the 
neighborhood vote on legalization 
of marijuana.

The letter from Pilot Block indi-
cated that they are the host asso-
ciation, which in some circles is 
under dispute, and they have eval-
uated the Compassionate Organics 
proposal since December 2017. 
They have hosted four forums for 
residents and maintained reams of 
information on the proposal at the 
Pilot Block website.

On June 13, however, Pilot 
Block held a meeting with about 
100 residents in attendance, which 
resulted in a vote. 

“The turnout for the June meet-
ing was very large – close to 100 
people,” read the letter. “Only ver-
ified residents of the PBNA were 
allowed to vote via confidential 
ballot. There were 71 PBNA resi-
dents that voted - 58 in opposition 
to, and 13 in support of, the pro-
posed use variance at 633 Tremont 
St.  

“The PBNA continues to receive 
emails from residents in the Pilot 
Block Neighborhood expressing 
opposition; we have received no 
letters in support. To date, we have 
received 45 letters/emails in oppo-
sition,” continued the letter.

The letter also described a 
petition now circulating on West 
Brookline and West Canton Streets 
with PBNA and Ellis members 
signing against the proposal. It has 
121 signatures at the moment. 

“Based on the above, and for 
the reasons outlined below, the 
PBNA does not support the grant-
ing of a variance to the Forbidden 
Use zoning for 633 Tremont St.,” 
read the letter.

Compassionate Organics does 
not yet have a date at the ZBA for 
its variance hearing, but dates for it 
and its competitor, Liberty Organ-
ics, are expected for the spring.

PATRIOTS PARADE DRAWS RECORD-BREAKING CROWD

Jason and Devin McCourty have a twin moment as 
they give high-fives to the fans along the rolling rally. 
While Devin has a Super Bowl under his belt, it was the 
first time the twin brothers won a Super Bowl together.

Patriots Quarterback Tom Brady 
points out fans in the crowd – giv-
ing everyone reason to celebrate.

Defensive backs Jonathan Jones, Keion Crossen, Patrick Chung and 
Stephon Gilmore wave to fans.

An estimated 1.5 million fans packed 20-deep in 
places , including here near Copley Square where 
this fan had a familiar ring to his celebration.

Photos by Katy Rogers

The New England Patriots took 
to the streets of Boston Tuesday, 
Feb. 5, to celebrate their win in 

front of 1.5 million fans from all 
over the region in a rolling Duck 
Boat rally – as has become the cus-
tom for each of the six Super Bowl 
championships. Players enjoyed a 

very mild winter day and had fun 
with the throngs of fans who rev-
eled in number six.
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The future of health 
begins with you
The more researchers know about what makes each of 
us unique, the more tailored our health care can become.       

Join a research effort with one million people nationwide 
to create a healthier future for all of us.

Founding Members of Partners HealthCare

SoWa ARTISTS GUILD HOLDS FIRST FRIDAY

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

First Fridays began in 2005 
with the founding of the SoWa 
Artists Guild, who made the infor-
mal First Fridays an event held 
throughout the year. Through this 
open studios event, the public gets 
to see the work of the SoWa Stu-
dios artists and talk to them about 
what they see. The success of First 
Fridays has led to the establish-
ment of “Second Sundays,” which 
began in 2018.

Over at the Laconia Gallery 
across the street at 433 Harrison 
Ave., artist Joe Caruso’s work was 
on display in a show titled “Gods, 
Totems, And Tricksters.”

SoWa greeter Mary Ryan is bundled against the cold First Friday but warm with cheer to arrivals at the SoWa 
Studios.

Art appreciators Christie Lebrun and Vanessa Vega chat with artist Nedret Andre at Studio #224.
Tom Stocker in front of his work at Studio #209.

Steve Silver, a Back Bay resident who founded the SoWa Artists Guild in 
2005, in front of his work at Studio#211.

BU student Gaia De Simoni interviewed artist Debby Krim at her Studio 
#223a.

Left: Ted Prato in 
Studio #226 with his 
photographic work.
Right: John Norton 
in Studio #416 with 
his mixed media 
piece made from 
wood, stone, and 
milk paint titled 
“Balance Beam.”
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14TH ANNUAL ELLIS WINE PROGRESSIVE DINNER

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications available now! 
 
Spacious studio high rise units conveniently  
located in the Longwood Medical area on the 
corner of Huntington and Longwood Avenues. 
Easy access to Green line MBTA and bus 
routes. Off street parking available.  
 
The following Minium And Maximum Income 
Qualifications apply: 

Household 
Size 

Minimum 
Income 

Maximum 
Income 

1 Person $49,050.00 $60,400.00 
2 Person $56,050.00 $69,000.00 

*Monthly Carrying Charge is calculated at 30% of 
your gross annual houshold income. The initial 
monthly charge ranges from approximately 
$1,226.00 to $1,725.00 per month depending on 
household size and total gross income.  
 
The Charlesbank Cooperative Corporation is 
governed by a Board of Directors elected by the 
resident shareholders. Come see us today to learn 
how you can become a shareholder in this wonderful 
Cooperative Housing Community. Charlesbank is a 
Non-smoking community. 
 
Applications can be picked up in person at the 
Charlesbank Management office located at 650 
Huntington Ave Boston MA 02115 or via email 
request to Charlesbank@maloneyproperties.com.  

 

Charlesbank 
Cooperative 
Corporation 
650 Huntington Avenue 

Boston, MA  02115 
(617) 734-6920 
MA Relay 711 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RELA 

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

In its 14th year, the Ellis Wine Progressive Dinner starts at Beehive and 
then neighbors set off to sample two restaurants out of a pool of 11.  A 
popular event, neighbors get to meet each other and find new restaurants 
while restaurants get to present to potential patrons some of the unique 
food that Boston’s South End has to offer.

It all comes at a very slow time of the year for restaurants and for the 
social scene, so both are helped along.

Neil Balkowitsch, Michel Hall (co-chair of event), and Mark Kelley.

Chicken wings are passed around at the Franklin Cafe on Shawmut Avenue.

A dinner group is served at The Elephant Walk on Washington Street, including Ellis President Ellen Sheets (right).

Jane Watts and Lecolion Washington.Meghan and Peter DiChiara.

Stephanie Traeger and Robin Johnson.Bill Gregor (one of the co-Chairs of the dinner) and 
Stacy Koeppel, executive director of the Ellis South 
End Neighborhood Association.
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LOOKING BACK 
AT BOSTON
COURTESY OF THE SOUTH END 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1-3 Claremont Park. This week’s featured image is of the Gardner 
Academy of Musical Arts, located at 1-3 Claremont Park. In 1924, 
Anna Bobbitt Gardner (1901-97) opened the Gardner Academy of 
Musical Arts in the basement of her home at 1-3 Claremont Park. 
She eventually opened at least five more locations of the same name. 
In 1932, Gardner became the first black woman to earn a bachelor’s 
degree from the New England Conservatory of Music.
The South End Historical Society was formed in the 1966 and contin-
ues to advocate for the preservation and history in the neighborhood. 
The organization is located on Chester Square and holds many trea-
sures of the South End’s distant and near past.

News from the South End Landmarks District Commission
By Lauren Bennett

The South End Landmark Dis-
trict Commission showed compas-
sion to a homeowner on Tuesday 
night when he came before them 
with a proposal to rebuild his 
deck that was destroyed in a fire 
in 2016. The Commission unani-
mously allowed him to rebuild the 
deck as-is, even though it does not 
completely comply with the cur-
rent guidelines.

Michael Gauthier, owner of 73 
Rutland St., Unit 5, told the Com-
mission that there was a “serious 
fire” on September 13, 2016 that 
destroyed his deck and apartment. 
The fire began on the abutting roof 
and spread to Gauthier’s apart-
ment. 

Gauthier said that he is ask-
ing for approval to rebuild the 
pre-existing roof-deck using the 
same materials, elevation, and 
dimensions as the deck that was 
destroyed. He said the deck orig-
inally had a red cedar railing, but 
the new one would have a black 
metal railing that is preferred by 
the Commission. 

Gauthier said that this project 
appeared before the Zoning Board 
of Appeal in November of last year, 
and they determined that the deck 
“doesn’t alter, relocate, or enlarge 
prior roof deck in any manner,” 
according to Gauthier.

A PowerPoint presentation 
made by Gauthier at the Land-
marks hearing on Tuesday states 
that there is “support from May-
or’s Office of Neighborhood Ser-
vices and the City Councilor Ed 
Flynn; no opposition voiced or 
filed to date.”

The proposed deck would be 
visible from a public way, but 
“every effort will be made to build 
the deck platform and railing to 
the minimum height required by 
Code to minimize view from pub-
lic way,” the presentation reads. 

Commissioner John Freeman 
said that since this deck is to be 
rebuilt, it comes under the new reg-
ulations, not the ones from 1987. 

He told Gauthier that he needs 
to make the deck less visible if he 
wants it approved. 

Commissioner Catherine Hunt 
agreed that it “would be helpful to 
get a little bit of reduction in visi-
bility,” but she also showed sym-
pathy for Gauthier’s situation.

“I’ve been displaced for two and 
a half years and I just want what I 
had,” Gauthier said. 

“We’re totally sympathetic,” 
Freeman responded, but he stuck 
by his statement that the regula-
tions require that roof-decks are 
not visible from a public way.

Commissioner Peter Sanborn 
tried to offer a compromise by ask-
ing if the deck could be slid back 
without decreasing the size, but 
Gauthier said that there is nowhere 
else for it to go as there is no more 
flat surface on the roof behind the 
deck.

“I move that we accept the 
application as-is, and it’s only 
because this fire destroyed his 
property,” Hunt said. “It’s not a 
case where someone tore down the 
deck and wants to rebuild it. This 
gentleman lost it through no fault 
of his own.”

“We support the homeowner 
here,” said several gentlemen in the 
audience. The Commission unani-
mously voted to allow Gauthier 
to rebuild his roof deck as it was 
before the fire. 

439-441 TREMONT ST.
The outdated signs for the Masa 

restaurant on Tremont Street are 
about to get a face lift. Mark Con-
serva of Metro Sign Awning came 
before the Commission to propose 
the new signs. The proposed signs 
for the marquee have a red back-
ground with black lettering that 
says “Masa” with “Latin Kitch-
en and Tequila Bar” underneath. 
There is also an existing blade sign 
that would be changed to read the 
same thing, and is proposed to be 
internally illuminated.

Commissioner John Freeman 
said that internally illuminated 
signs are not allowed in the district, 
but “if It’s reflected like a halo sign 

it is allowed,” he said.
The applicants said that there 

is a wire to the existing blade sign, 
but it does not light up. Conserva 
said that the framing of the new 
sign would remain the same; it 
would just be filled with the new 
logo. 

Freeman added that the pro-
posed signs are “much nicer” than 
the previous signs, which feature 
an outdated yellow and coral logo 
on a white background. 

“I personally think maybe the 
signage is overdone here,” said 
Commissioner Peter Sanborn. 
Hunt agreed with hum, saying that 
“I just worry that it’s too much.”

Staff preservationist Nick Arma-
ta said that the purpose of the blade 
sign is to advertise the restaurant to 
people traveling north and south, 
while the marquee advertises to 
people coming towards the build-
ing. He wondered if signs on either 
side of the center sign of the mar-
quee were needed.

One of the applicants stated that 
she wanted to draw people in who 
were walking up and down Trem-
ont St. with the marquee sides. 

Catherine Hunt suggested that 
the lettering on the sides of the 
marquee be smaller than the one in 
the middle. The South End Land-
mark District Commission guide-
lines state that “Trade-marks will 
be limited to approximately 25 
percent of the total allowable sign 
area.”

“Given the regulations I think 
it’s okay to ask for that,” Hunt 
said.

The Commission agreed to 
approve everything except the 
marquee, which will be sent to 
staff. Staff will then consult with 
the Commission and report back 
to the applicant; there is no need 
for them to come back before the 
Commission. They told the appli-
cants that the “size of the sides is 
what’s in question here.” Overall, 
the Commission really liked the 
signs, and look forward to coming 
to a compromise on the size of the 
lettering on the sides of the mar-
quee. 

News Briefs (from pg. 10)

The Theresa Show exhibition is 
free and runs from Feb. 9 – March 
29. Visitors can view works by 
emerging and established artists 
including: Stacy Arman, Geraldine 
Barney, Malika Crichlow, Elea-
nor Elkin, Judith P. Felton, Hetty 
Friedman, Paul Harrington, Lahy-
la Hyppolite, Patricia McSweeney, 
David Mynott II, Selena Narovlan-
sky, Jeffrey Nowlin, Rachel C. 
Oswald, Salomé Deta Pitts, Etta 
M. Rosen, Susan G. Thompson, 
Johnetta Tinker and Karen A. 
Weinhaus. 

Each artist is donating a portion 
of their proceeds from the silent 
auction sales to the scholarship. 
The show also includes special 
donations from fellow artists and 
friends Paul Goodnight and Regi-
nald L. Jackson, Ph.D.

WARD 4 DEMOCRATIC 
MEETING

On Tuesday, Feb. 19, in the 
South End Library, 6 p.m.:  The 
Ward 4 Dems will be hearing from 
Liza Ryan of the Massachusetts 
Immigration and Refugee Advo-

cacy Coalition, Enid Eckstein from 
the PILOT working group, and 
local elected officials. Email ward-
4dems@gmail.com with any ques-
tions.

ESPLANADE 
ASSOCIATION 
ANNOUNCES FROST 
FIT WINTER SERIES

A new outdoor fitness series 
encourages people to venture out-
side and experience the beauty 

(News Briefs, Pg. 10)
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For  RecordFor  Record
From the Feb. 5 Zoning Board of Appeals hearing, City Hall:
•213 West Springfield St. Applicant: Andreas Hwang

Purpose: Interior renovation of 5 apartments. No exterior work.
•234 West Newton St. Applicant: Christopher DeBord

Correct violation to build a deck without permit for unit 2 on top of existing garage at rear 
of building. New roof deck. *Exterior connection of main structure to detached garage for roof 
access. (Historic approval required).

•569 Boylston St. Applicant: Chick-Fil-A, Inc.
The project consists of a tenant fit-out of the existing 5,280 SF (gross floor area) Boloco restau-

rant with take-out and outdoor patio seating with 32 seats for seasonal use and converting it to 
a new Chick-fil-A restaurant with take-out and outdoor patio seating with 14 seats for seasonal 
use. The proposed work also includes the construction of a ground floor addition onto the front 
of the building, and additional usable space added to the 3rd floor. The existing Boloco restau-
rant and take-out uses, located on the ground floor and basement, were authorized by Board of 
Appeal conditional use permit (BZC 30781), which included a proviso limiting the take-out uses 
to Boloco.  This proviso will need to be removed or a new conditional use permit for take-out 
uses will be required.  The work will also expand the restaurant and take-out uses to include the 
entire second floor of the building, currently used for office.  The existing outdoor patio seating 
area is being reduced from 32 to 16 seats to accommodate the ground floor addition.

•121 Beacon St. Applicant: Evie Dykema
Remodel/Expand existing penthouse and construct new roof decks.

From the Feb. 5 Entertain Application hearing, City Hall:
•THE TROPHY ROOM, 26-32 CHANDLER ST., South End.
TO MAINTAIN AND OPERATE THE CATEGORIES OF THREE (3) INSTRUMENTAL 

MUSIC, TWO (2) VOCALIST, KARAOKE, TRIVIA, AND FLOOR SHOWS FOR CABARET 
PERFORMANCES.

From the Feb. 6 Conservation Commission meeting, City Hall:
Acceptance of Order of Conditions:
•Notice of Intent from CDM Smith on behalf of the Boston Parks and Recreation Department 

for phase 2 of the Muddy River flood damage reduction limited project located along the Muddy 
River.

•Notice of Intent from CDM Smith on behalf of the Boston Parks and Recreation Department 
for the landscape rehabilitation limited project located along the Muddy River.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON CITY, NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES AND VETERANS 
AND MILITARY AFFAIRS WORKING SESSION, Feb. 8, 11 a.m.

Order for a hearing regarding the issues related to stray voltage in the City of Boston. This 
matter is sponsored by Councilor Ed Flynn.

From the Feb. 11 Community Preservation Committee meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.:
•Tally of neighborhood and category representation, and funding totals.

•Final vote on slate for recommendation to the Mayor and City Council.

From the Feb. 12 Licensed Premise Violations hearing, City Hall, 10 a.m.

•Wheeling’s Bar, LLC, d/b/a: Beehive, 541 Tremont St., South End.
Date: 12/24/2018. Intoxicated patron requiring medical assistance.
•The Pitcher’s Mound, Inc., d/b/a: Diamond At Fenway, 72 Brookline Ave., Fenway. 

Date: 10/23/2018. Sale of alcohol (draft beers) to two intoxicated patrons at 4th floor, 
Boylston Porch Pub - behind Cumberland Terrace.

From the Feb. 13 Back Bay Architectural Commission meeting, City Hall, 4:30 p.m.:
VIOLATIONS COMMITTEE:
•235 Newbury St.: Unapproved canopy, signage, security camera and rooftop mechanical 

equipment at new storefront entry.
•167 Newbury St.: Unapproved banner at fencing.
DESIGN REVIEW:
•163 Newbury St.: At roof install mechanical equipment and safety guardrail.
•320 Beacon St.: At rear yard remove cherry tree.
•260 Beacon St.: At front façade replace two fourth-story two-over-two non-historic vinyl 

windows with wood one-over-one windows.
•12-14 Commonwealth Ave.: At roof install standing-seam metal siding at existing elevator 

head houses, remove access ladder and platform, and replace access door and access panels 
in-kind; at rear and side elevations replace all windows with one-over-one aluminum-clad win-
dows; at light wells replace all windows with one-over-one aluminum-clad windows and install 
32 wall vents.

•398 Beacon St.: At front façade replace three first-story four-over-four non-historic wood 
windows and three garden-level two-over-two wood windows with two-over-two wood win-
dows; at rear elevation replace three first-story two-over-two wood windows in-kind; at rear 
garage replace doors, install new light fixtures, re-point masonry, install cast stone lintel, install 
brick veneer over concrete block wall, install new black rubber membrane roof, install copper 
gutters and downspouts, install new wood deck, and install new iron railing; and at courtyard 
install copper cladding, mahogany doors, brick paving and new landscaping.

•344 Beacon St.: Repair and re-paint existing iron railings; at front façade replace garden-lev-
el door and modify existing window openings at penthouse; at rear elevation clean, repair and 
re-point masonry, replace fifth-story balcony doors with windows,  modify first-story door open-
ing, and replace two garden-level doors; at rear courtyard remove exiting tree and water feature; 
and at south elevation of garage replace entry door, create door opening, and install steel canopy.

From the Feb. 14 state Outdoor Advertising Board, Transportation Building (10 Park Plaza), 11 a.m.:
•The agenda includes application by Clear Channel Outdoor for two electronic permits to 

replace existing traditional billboard permits at the following location(s): 48 – 62 Brookline 
Avenue (rooftop) existing structure, facing west; and 48 – 62 Brookline Ave. (rooftop) existing 
structure, facing east.

Please be advised that these application for permits were removed from the Thursday, January 
10, 2019 MassDOT Office of Outdoor Advertising public meeting agenda at the request of the 
applicant.

From the Feb. 14 Zoning Advisory Subcommittee, City Hall, 5 p.m.:
•58 East Springfield St., South End. Applicant: Lindita Coku
Parking in the rear of the property for 2 residential vehicles.

News Briefs (from pg. 9)
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of the Esplanade in winter while 
kicking off the new year with reg-
ular workouts. All are welcome to 
warm up, score cool swag, and get 
their blood pumping at the Frost 
Fit Winter Series Presented by Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts 
with the support of the Massachu-
setts Department of Conservation 
and Recreation.

This is a first-of-its kind fitness 
series on the Esplanade! First, 
every Saturday in February (Feb. 2, 
9, 16, and 23, with snow dates on 
March 2 and 9), instructors from 
the November Project will lead par-
ticipants through running loops, 
body-weight exercises, and other 
fun, energetic activities designed to 
keep them moving (and therefore 
warm). Anyone who attends these 
workouts, which run from 10 to 
11 a.m. in front of the DCR Hatch 
Shell on the Esplanade, will receive 
a Frost Fit Winter Series fleece 
headband, bagels, coffee, and hot 
chocolate. Headbands are limited 
to the first 450 participants.

BACK BAY 
HAPPENINGS

•‘Shades of Light’ recital at Trin-

ity Church - Katherine Growdon, 
mezzo-soprano performs Resphi-
gi’s “Il Tramonto” and Barber’s 
“Dover Beach” with the Arneis 
Quartet and Debussy’s “Chansons 
de Bilitis” and Dutilleux’s bluesy 
“San Francisco Night” with pia-
nist Linda Osborn in St. Andrew’s 
Hall on Sunday, Feb. 10, at 2 p.m. 
on the fourth floor of the Parish 
House of Trinity Church, Copley 
Square. The performance will be 
followed by a reception to meet 
and chat with the artists.

Tickets are $20 each at the door, 
and admission is without charge 
for those 18 and under.

•The Boston Public Library 
holds lightly facilitated conversa-
tions once a month in partnership 
with Living Room Conversations. 
The conversations are meant to 
increase understanding and discuss 
different viewpoints. The next con-
versation will be on Feb. 13 from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the Community 
Learning Center Classroom in the 
Johnson Building at the Central 
Library in Copley Square. The 
topic is “Relationships over Poli-
tics: Connecting with Friends and 
Family.”

SOUTH END DATES
•The Blackstone/Franklin 

Neighborhood Association will 
resume meeting in March on the 
third Tuesday of the month.

•Eight Streets Neighborhood 
Association will be back in action 
on Tuesday, Feb. 12. State Rep. 
Aaron Michlewitz will be on hand 
for a conversation with neigh-
bors, and Danya Kazakavich will 
have an update on the Blackstone 
School. There will be a presenta-
tion on researching the history of 
a home by Ed Allan, and President 
Michael Almond will continue the 
conversation on trash manage-
ment. The meeting is at 6:45 p.m. 
in Project Place.

•USES will have a public meet-
ing regarding the sale of the Tub-
man House. It will be a time for the 
community to come out and hear 
the plan, as well as ask questions 
about the effects of the sale. The 
meeting will be Monday, Feb. 25, 
at 48 Rutland St., South End.

•The Worcester Square Area 
Neighborhood Association 
(WSANA) will meet on Feb. 26 in 
the surgical wing of BMC’s Meni-
no Pavilion – a new and permanent 

location for the meeting.
•Councilor Annissa Essaibi-

George will hold a campaign kick-
off fundraiser on Tuesday, Feb. 26, 
at JJ Foley’s in the South End, 117 
E. Berkeley St. at 5:30 p.m. Sug-
gested contributions range from 
$50-$1,000. Senior citizens are 
complimentary.

•The South End Forum Opi-
ate Working Group has released 
its meeting schedule for Winter/
Spring 2019. The group will meet 
at 4 p.m. in the Crosstown Hilton 
on Feb. 19, March 19, April 23, 
and May 21.

•The BPDA will host a gener-
al meeting about the Hotel Alex-
andra on Feb. 7, at 6 p.m., in the 
St. Augustine-St. Martin Church, 
29-33 Lenox St.

• The Boston Transportation 
Department is working on chang-
es to the design of Tremont Street 
between Herald Street and Melnea 
Cass Boulevard. They have three 
concept designs -- and want feed-
back. They will host office hours at 
the South End Library on Friday, 
Feb. 8, from 3-5 p.m. There will 
also be a presentation and discus-
sion of the plans on Tuesday, Feb. 

12, at 6 p.m., in the Peoples Baptist 
Church, 134 Camden St.

FENWAY TIMES
•BILLY JOEL RETURNS TO 

FENWAY PARK
The Boston Red Sox announced 

that Billy Joel will return to Fen-
way Park on Sept. 14. He will also 
be the first artist to be inducted 
into a Music Hall of Fame display 
being created this offseason depict-
ing the artists who have had mul-
tiple successful shows at Fenway 
Park. Tickets will go on sale to the 
public on Thursday, Jan. 17 at 10 
a.m.. 

--Phish will also be playing 
at Fenway Park on July 5 and 6. 
Tickets will go on sale to the public 
beginning Friday, Feb. 1 at 10 a.m. 

--The Who will take the stage at 
Fenway Park on Friday, Sept.13. 
Tickets will go on sale to the gen-
eral public on Thursday, Jan. 24 at 
10 a.m. 

--Zac Brown band will play at 
Fenway Park on Saturday, August 
31. Tickets will go on sale to the 
general public on Friday, February 
8. 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

YO U R
A D

H E R E

C A L L
781-485-

0588

INSURANCE IMPOSTER 
On Monday, Jan. 28, at around 

11:12 a.m., an employee at First 
American Tile Insurance Company 
at 185 Dartmouth St. came to Dis-
trict 4 headquarters to report that 
the business had been robbed.

The employee said on the eve-
ning of Jan. 26, a security guard 
allowed an unknown male suspect, 
who said he had forgotten his work 
ID and therefore couldn’t gain 
access to his place of business. Four 
laptops, an Apple iPad and $1,000 
cash were subsequently stolen from 
the business, and the reporting 
party said she could furnish police 
with surveillance footage of the 
suspect entering the building.

BASEMENT DWELLERS
On Tuesday, Jan. 29, at approx-

imately 10:47 a.m., police respond-
ed to a radio call to investigate a 
person and for a removal at 601 
Newbury St.

Upon arrival, officers spoke to 
the caller, who said he is the prop-
erty manager for Wood Waste of 
Boston, which owns the building, 
and that had come there to secure 
it because of ongoing issues with 
homeless squatters on the premis-
es. He then directed police to the 
basement, where they observed 
several rooms filled with clothing, 
bedding, food and other person-
al effects indicating that a large 
homeless population had been 
habituating there for an extended 
period of time. Police also observed 
what appeared to be human waste, 
as well as countless uncapped, 
used syringes strewn throughout 
the basement. Officers advised the 
property manager to contact police 

if the squatters return.
Police then located two known 

homeless men in the rear alley and 
asked them if they had been stray-
ing in the building to which they 
replied: “Everyone from the Fens 
has been staying there since it got 
cold.” 

Officers advised the two men 
that they were trespassed from 
the building and asked them to 
ask other homeless people not to 
return there.

Police also notified the city’s 
Inspectional Services Department 
of the situation.

THIRSTY THIEF
On Thursday, Jan. 31, at about 

5:18 a.m., police responded to a 
radio call to investigate a person at 
CVS Pharmacy at 587 Boylston St. 

On arrival, officers spoke to 
a security guard who said he got 
into a physical altercation with a 
male suspect after he caught him 
trying to steal energy drinks from 
the store. The security guard said 
he was escorting the suspect out of 
the store after recovering the stolen 
items from him, at which time the 
suspect punched him in the neck 
with a closed fist. The security 
guard added that he then defend-
ed himself, and that other store 
employees assisted in breaking up 
the altercation.

The store manager told police 
that the suspect had attempted 
to steal items from the business 
before and said he could provide 
them with a surveillance video of 
the suspect.

The security guard declined 
medical attention at this time, and 
police searched the area for the sus-
pect to no avail.

NEWS BrIEfS (from pg. 10)

Call the Police Department
  at  617-343-4627 
for a free security 

check of your home.

By Lauren Bennett

Boston is one step closer to hav-
ing its very own Chick-Fil-A on 
Boylston Street. 

This comes after former Mayor 
Thomas Menino wrote a letter sev-
eral years back to the company’s 
CEO Dan Cathy saying that the 
restaurant has no place in Boston 
due to Cathy’s controversial stance 
on same-sex marriage. 

At the Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) hearing on Tuesday, the 
board granted the relief request-
ed—with provisos—by the proj-
ect proponents. The project has 
the following violations: take-out 
issued to petitioner only (the space 
is currently occupied by burri-
to chain Boloco), extension of 
non-conforming use, and the site 
sits within the Groundwater Con-
servation Overlay District.

The project, which will be in 
the former Boloco space at 569 
Boylston St. consists of a fit-out of 
the existing 5,280 square feet of 
gross floor area, construction of a 
ground floor addition on the front 
of the building, and the addition 
of usable space on the third floor. 
The proponents are also seeking 
to expand the restaurant and take-

take-out uses to the entire second 
floor of the building, which is cur-
rently being used as office space. 
The outdoor patio seating area, 
which currently holds 32 seats, 
will be reduced to 14 seats in order 
to make room for the ground floor 
addition.

Attorney Michael Scott repre-
sented Chick-Fil-A at the hearing 
on Feb. 5, saying that “we believe 
the property is appropriate for this 
use.” 

“We’re seeking to expand this 
existing use from the ground floor 
and basement that Boloco had 
used to the basement second floor 
and the first floor for the restau-
rant as well as storage on the third 
floor,” he said.

The building will be fully hand-
icapped accessible, and the Chick-
Fil-A restaurant will be 5,800 
square feet for the basement, first 
floor, and second floor, with an 
additional 1,000 square feet of 
storage/office space on the third 
floor.

Since the building sits within 
the Groundwater Conservation 
Overlay District, Christian Sim-
onelli of Boston Groundwater 
Trust appeared at the hearing to 
say that he has been in touch with 
the applicant. “At this time we are 

requesting a hold for signature,” 
he said. “The plans were submitted 
to Boston Water and Sewer at the 
beginning of January and they’re 
still under review. But I have 
received confirmation from Water 
and Sewer that the plans have been 
submitted.”

Elliott Laffer, of the Neighbor-
hood Association of the Back Bay 
(NABB), said that the project pro-
ponents came to NABB’s Licens-
ing/Building Use Committee meet-
ing and the one concern they had 
regarding the project was that they 
were planning on keeping their 
dumpsters outside. 

“And as you know, the alleys 
in the Back Bay, we have rodent 
issues,” Laffer said. “We asked 
them to adopt indoor storage of 
trash. They agreed to do that, and 
so we are not opposed.”

No one spoke in opposition of 
this project, and the ZBA voted 
to approve it with the provisos 
that the decision be held until a 
stamped and signed off letter is 
received from the Boston Water 
and Sewer Commission, as well as 
the “usual take out language” that 
grants take out to the petitioner 
only, which means it is only being 
granted to Chick-Fil-A at that 
space. 

ZBA grants zoning relief to Chick-Fil-A 
on Boylston St. pending BWSC approval

•Friday, Feb. 8, and Saturday, 
Feb. 9, - Red Bull Crashed Ice | 
20,000 expected per day | TBA- 
TBA.

•LEGACY WORKSHOP 
SERIES AT THE FCC

The Fenway Community Cen-
ter will be hosting a series of 
thought-provoking, creative con-
versations to celebrate our unique-
ly lived lives. Three unique sessions 
will encompass aspects of per-
sonalized storytelling, bucket list 
building, expressions of gratitude, 
and open contemplation of our 
own “last words.” The sessions 
are from 7-9 p.m. on the follow-
ing Wednesday, Feb. 13, and cost 
of admission is $105 per person 
and includes a personal copy of 
Youlo Pages, the award-winning 
legacy planner/workbook/jour-
nal. To register, go to fcclegacy-
workshopseries.eventbrite.com. 
•Fenway Community Center is 
hiring! The community center is 

looking to hire a Program Coordi-
nator. Visit fenwaycommunitycen-
ter.org/jobs for more information.

•The Fenway Community Cen-
ter will be holding Coffee with a 
Cop on Feb. 14 from 9-10 a.m. 

•The Peterborough Senior 
Center holds bingo at 12:30 p.m. 
and a Tech Café at 11 a.m. every 
Wednesday. Come play bingo and 
meet new people, or can get help 
with your phone or tablet/comput-
er.

SOUTH END AUTHORS 
BOOK FEST

On Thursday, April 4, from 
4-8 p.m., the South End Authors 
Book Festival committee will be 
holding its fourth annual event. 
The event will be held at Tent 
City, 130 Dartmouth St., in 
the Harry Dow Community 
Room - across the street from 
the Back Bay Transit Station. 

This event is held every year, so 
that local authors can present 
their writings to the General Pub-
lic for sale. Through the years the 
itinerary has been pretty much 
the same, authors introducing 
themselves and their books to the 
attendees. Guests intermingling 
with each other discussing the 
books being presented. All enjoy-
ing good conversation centered 
around a bit of light refreshments 
and drink. Also, sometime during 
the evening, a short presenta-
tion by a guest speaker. All and 
all everyone, authors and guests 
always end up having a good time. 
The Festival Committee would 
like, this year, to offer a special 
invitation to all the would be 
young adult/teenage writers in the 
community to come to the festi-
val to discuss their writings, the 
authors writings, or just writing in 
general.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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172 NEWBURY STREET •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM

1 FAIRFIELD ST
5 Beds | 4 Baths | 4,856 SQFT

$6,175,000

305  COMM AVE #2
3 Beds | 3 Baths | 4,286 SQFT

$10,990,000

50 LIBERTY DRIVE #12A
2 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,036 SQFT

$5,200,000

110 STUART ST #17A
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,446 SQFT

$1,760,000

Fir
st 

Ad!

PRIME LUXURY LIVING
RITZ CARLTON #30B

3 Beds | 4.5 Baths | 2,667 SQFT
$4,250,000

Fir
st 

Ad!

Fir
st 

Ad!
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