
By Lauren Bennett

British-based development com-
pany Scape has changed its pro-
posed plan for 1252-1270 Boyl-
ston St. after originally proposing 
a wildly unpopular plan to build 
an independent dormitory build-
ing on the property. The develop-
er is now proposing market-rate 
housing on the site.

The original proposal was dis-
liked for many reasons, a major 
one being that the area is not zoned 
for dormitories, and those who 
worked to create that zoning felt 
that their work was being under-
mined by the developer’s proposal 
to erect one on Boylston Street.

“Article 66 of the Fenway neigh-
borhood zoning legislation forbids 
the creation of student dormitories 
on Boylston Street, and we strong-
ly support the existing zoning stan-
dards,” said Elizabeth Bertolozzi, 
President of the Fenway Garden 
Society, which would be impacted 
by the project as it is very close to 
the Fenway Victory Gardens. 

Andrew Flynn, Founder and 
CEO of Scape North America, 
filed a Draft Project Impact Report 
(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 

and Development Agency on Oct. 
7 indicating the change in project. 
“As specialists in innovative urban 
living, the Proponent is excited 
to address a broader and deeper 
portion of the metropolitan hous-
ing spectrum, with a particular 
focus on delivering high-quality, 
well-located and attainably priced 
residential housing for the work-
force,” Flynn stated in the DPIR. 

The proposal now includes 477 
units of residential housing units 
with retail, and use of the build-
ing for short-term rentals will be 
prohibited, as the minimum lease 
term will be one year. The units 
will be a mx of studio, one-bed-
room, two-bedroom, and three 
bedroom units and will come fully 
furnished, the developer said.

“Throughout this past April, 
May, June, July, August and Sep-
tember, the Proponent continued 
to engage with all stakehold-
ers regarding 1252-1270 Boyl-
ston. Over the course of these six 
months, the Proponent sought to 
diligently listen, deeply understand 
and thoughtfully respond – in a 
sincere and significant manner – 
to the guidance provided by the 
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Dan Merrigan, Michael Almond, president of Eight Streets, and Peter 
Bunnell during the Eight Streets Block-tober Fest on Taylor Street last 
Sunday, Oct. 6. Neighbors gathered to enjoy the fall and the neighbor-
hood. See more photos on Pages 6 and 7.

boylston St. dorm 
proposal now apts.
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Mass Historical Librarian Peter Drummey, Rick Richter of Fenway 
Victory Gardens and Fenway Studios artist Ellen Haiken during the 
opening of the new collaboration between Fenway Studios and Mass 
Historical. The opening ceremony for the groundbreaking show, 
‘Fenway Connections:  An exhibit by MHS and Fenway Studios’ took 
place last Thursday, Oct. 3, at Mass Historical. See more photos on 
page 5.

FENWAY CONNECTIONS

By Seth Daniel

A lawsuit has been filed by the 
Tenants Development Corpora-
tion (TDC) against the Boston 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
regarding their decision to approve 
the Hotel Alexandra rehabilitation 
project.

That said, the developers of 
the project said the lawsuit isn’t 
a major concern to them, and it 
was just a placeholder as the two 
parties continue to negotiate an 
agreement.

TDC owns abutting proper-
ty to the hotel and has expressed 
concerns from early on about the 
effects of the expanded hotel on 
their property.

A spokesman from TDC didn’t 
immediately return an e-mail seek-
ing comment on the lawsuit.

“Over the past several months, 
we have been working towards 
an agreement with the Tenants’ 
Development Corporation that 
would ensure our plans to reha-
bilitate and redevelop the Alexan-
dra Hotel will include community 

benefits for tenants that TDC rep-
resents,” read a statement from 
Alexandra Partners. “We look for-
ward to coming to a resolution on 
this matter to avoid any potential 
delay to this project that will bring 
a 156-room boutique hotel to 
Roxbury and the South End, cre-
ating jobs and economic activity.”

Lisa Timberlake, a spokes-
person for Inspectional Services 
– which oversees the ZBA – said 
they had not yet been served with 
the lawsuit by Tuesday and could 
not comment on it yet.

By Seth Daniel

Boston tends to be on the front 
of the curve for solving many issues 
when it comes to social problems, 
and with the release of the compre-
hensive new plan to battle the opi-
oid epidemic at Mass/Cass, some 
are worrying that the City might 
be too good.

For some time Toni Crothall 

and Jonathan Alves, of the Black-
stone/Franklin Square Neighbor-
hood Association, have worried 
aloud that a comprehensive new 
investment will bring more people 
seeking services, and won’t pro-
vide an incentive for surrounding 
municipalities to step up with their 
own services.

“The surge is already happen-
ing; we’ve already experienced 

that,” said Alves. “It was manage-
able five years ago. You saw a little 
bit of this problem and then each 
summer it was more and more and 
more. Users will tell you – and I 
talk to them regularly – that they 
are directed to come here. They 
are told, ‘Go to Boston.’ We can 
be the leader and we can be the 
overflow, but we can’t be the only 

Residents worry Mass/Cass 2.0 could 
bring surge of new people seeking services

Too good?

Lawsuit filed in Hotel Alexandra ZbA decision
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By Seth Daniel

The Villa Victoria Center for 
the Arts on West Newton Street 
in the South End has been fully 
condemned this week by the City, 
and IBA officials said they are in 
the process of moving planned 
art exhibits and their preschool to 
new locations as they now think 
even harder about the future of the 
Center.

The new situation has sped 
up the timeline on the impending 
decision for what to do with the 
Center in the future – a future 
that IBA has presented options for 
already and is currently studying.

Director Vanessa Calderon-Ro-
sado said they were a bit surprised 
when the City decided to close 
down the remaining part of the 

Villa Victoria Arts 
center condemned 
by the city
























