
By Dan Murphy

The annual holiday lighting of 
the trees on the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall will stretch an addi-
tional two blocks this year, going 
all the way from Arlington Street 
to Kenmore Square, as the newly 
formed Commonwealth Avenue 
Mall Enhancement Committee 
takes charge of the effort.

The new committee compris-
es members of the Committee 

to Light the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall, the all-volunteer 
group that lit the mall’s trees in 
years past, and representatives of 
the Friends of the Public Garden, 
which worked with the commit-
tee to ensure that the installation 
of the lights was done in such 
way that paid heed to the health 
and care of the trees themselves.

The annual tradition began 

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

With 2022 wrapping up, rep-
resentatives from the Boston 
Police Department (BPD), Cap-
tain Steven Sweeney, and Sargent 
Matthew Hogardt revealed that 
part-one crimes have dropped by 
6% year-to-date district-wide. 

The statistics report encom-
passed the crimes committed 
from the beginning of the year 
through the end of October and 
was disclosed during the month-
ly East Berkeley Street Neighbor-
hood Association (EBNA) meet-
ing on November 1. 

Some of the most significant 
decreases from this time last year 
came in rape and attempted sex-
ual assault cases which saw a 

52% drop. Residential burglar-
ies and motor vehicle larceny 
also saw nice drops of 36% and 
16%, respectively. 

While part-one crimes 
decreased overall, there were 
still some upticks in crimes, 
such as non-domestic aggravat-
ed assaults, up 12%. However, 
Sweeney did not see the rise as 
something to panic about. 

He cited that much of the 
increase can be attributed to 
fights and stabbings in the Mass 
and Cass area. 

“It’s not like we have people 
being assaulted all over the dis-
trict; they’re kind of clustered in 
that area … there’s no big clus-
ters of people being assaulted 
walking home from work and 

stuff like that. They’re usually 
centered around certain loca-
tions,” said Sweeney. 

Eventually, Hogardt delivered 
some exciting news to the resi-
dents in and around the EBNA 
area – every part-one crime year-
to-date in the neighborhood 
dropped except for aggravated 
assaults. However, even with 
the slight increase in aggravated 
assaults, one has not been report-
ed since July. 

Although there is a lot to be 
happy about, Hogardt reminded 
residents to stay vigilant despite 
the decrease in crime. He stressed 
the importance of not leaving 
bikes or mopeds outside to fend 
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BPD announces District 4 crime sees a decrease 

New committee takes charge 
of annual Comm. Ave. mall 
holiday tree-lighting

(Comm. Ave. Lighting  Pg. 3)

HONORING PUERTO RICAN VETERANS 

(D4 Crime Pg. 2)

City Of Boston Latinix Community Liason Gladys Oliveros, Mayor 
Michelle Wu, Puerto Rican Veterans Monument Association president 
Tony Molina.

Msg. Guillermo Candelario plays Taps. See more photos on Pages 6 and 
7.
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The Puerto Rican Veterans 
Memorial at Washington and 
Dedham Streets. 

COURTESY OF WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE

Kim Collins, an art instructor at and former guest of Women’s Lunch 
Place, displays the holiday card she designed for the shelter.

WLP art instructor and 
former guest designs this 
year’s holiday card for shelter

By Dan Murphy

Each year, Women’s Lunch 
Place produces a holiday card, 
with proceeds going to support 
women experiencing hunger, 
homelessness, and poverty, and 
while the cards have typically 
been designed in the past by a 
current guest of the Newbury 
Street women’s shelter, this year’s 

featured artist, Kim Collins, is a 
former guest who has found per-
manent housing and now works 
as an art instructor at the shelter.

Twelve years ago, Collins, who 
had a career as a project manager 
in printing and publishing and as 
a publishing specialist, endured 
a combination of unaddressed 

(CoLLins Pg. 8)
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e d i t o r i a l

By Glenn Mollette 

Total cost of 2022 state 
and federal midterm elections 
may have exceeded $16 bil-
lion according to a OpenSecrets 
analysis. Federal candidates and 
political committees spent over 
$8 billion while state candidates, 
party committees, and ballot 
measure committees spent close 
to $8 billion.

Here are the five most expen-
sive Senate races this year accord-
ing to OpenSecrets. This includes 
both general election and prima-
ry candidates together with the 
outside groups supporting them, 
such as the national parties and 
Super PACs:

· Pennsylvania: $373.6 million
 Georgia: $271.4 million 

(Georgia’s is growing)
· Arizona: $234.6 million
· Wisconsin: $205.8 million
· Ohio: $202.1 million
Pennsylvania’s crucial U.S. 

Senate race has been the most 
expensive in the country this 
year — and it wasn’t even close. 
Georgia may end up close to 
$300 million. Who in Georgia is 
happy about this? The television 
stations. If you own a television 
station during a highly contest-
ed election season, in a lucra-
tive market, you’ll never have to 
work again when the election is 
over.  

Democrat John Fetterman, 
Republican Mehmet Oz and 
their political allies have spent 

a combined $312 million on 
a race that ended up not even 
close.  According to OpenSecrets, 
a nonpartisan group that tracks 
money in politics, money poured 
into Pennsylvania for Fetterman 
as he had over $15 million dol-
lars more to work with than Oz. 

Many are wondering how 
Fetterman, a recuperating sick 
man with the worst debate per-
formance ever on national televi-
sion, beat Oz? The answer is not 
a simple sentence. The bottom 
line was they didn’t want Oz. Oz 
was seen as an outsider. Someone 
who moved to the state to fur-
ther his career in politics. He is 
well known.  That should have 
helped but it didn’t help him that 
much. He was well known for 
being rich, famous and still rel-
atively good looking for an old 
guy. Fetterman on the other hand 
is the local state guy. He doesn’t 
look so good. They know who 
he is whether that is good or bad. 
He has been very sick and trying 
to rehabilitate. A lot of people 
feel sorry for him and didn’t see 
him as a rich, affluent personality 
but rather a down to earth guy 
they can relate to. People often 
cheer for the underdog. If you 
post something on social media 
saying you are sick, bad off, 
down and out you’ll get many 
more “likes” or responses than if 
you post you have just received 
a career advance and a $50,000 
bonus. 

Rand Paul of Kentucky raised 

$26,410,677 and reportedly 
spent $20 million. I hope he will 
use the remaining $6 million to 
rebuild homes in East, Kentucky 
recently devastated by flooding. 
Or, even West, Kentucky that is 
still trying to rebuild from torna-
does that flattened that part of 
the state. 

The money spent on this elec-
tion and all national elections is 
insane. People all over America 
can’t afford to go the grocery 
store, fill up the gas tank or take 
care of their children’s school 
needs. Yet politicians, interest 
groups, political parties, and 
Political Action Committees are 
raising and spending mega mil-
lions trying to keep or gain a 
political seat. You can’t do any-
thing about it either. We have so 
very little to say about anything 
in our country.

We have to depend on the peo-
ple spending millions to get their 
seat. If the seat is worth millions 
to them and the special interest 
groups then do you really think 
they care about we think?

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other pub-
lishing imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues and 
Common Sense opinions, anal-
ysis, stories and features appear 
each week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs across 
the United States.

GET YOUR FLU VACCINE NOW!
We’ll be the first to admit that “vaccine fatigue” is affecting all of 

us these days.
But the reality is that the viruses never take a break -- virus fatigue 

is not in their DNA.
Although hopefully the worst of COVID-19 is behind us, experts 

are predicting the high likelihood of a flu season with the potential for 
dire impacts upon our senior citizen population, who are particularly 
susceptible to a bad outcome from a case of the flu.

The flu in an average year kills about 50,000 Americans, a rate that 
plummeted during the past two years when we were isolating and 
wearing masks. But with pretty much all of the COVID-19 restric-
tions no longer in effect, the flu is primed to return with a vengeance.

In addition, we also would note that contrary to common percep-
tion, COVID-19 is far from done with us. COVID-19 still is killing 
more than 300 Americans every day -- that’s a rate of more than 
100,000 Americans per year. (Let that sink in for a moment.)

Some experts are predicting that we may be facing a perfect storm 
of upper respiratory illnesses this winter from the flu, COVID-19, 
and RSV (which typically afflicts very young children and already is 
filling our hospital beds at the present time.)

It is up to each of us to protect ourselves and our family from 
these deadly diseases. With highly-effective vaccines readily available 
for both the flu and the latest COVID-19 variant (and yes, you can 
get both shots at the same time), there is no excuse for failing to be 
fully-vaccinated as the winter season approaches.

 

WE’RE DRINKING OURSELVES TO 
DEATH

A report issued last week by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
has confirmed what we really already knew: The rate of deaths that 
can be directly attributed to alcohol rose nearly 30% in the U.S. 
during the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic.

With public attention focused on the opioid epidemic, excessive 
alcohol consumption has been overlooked as a public health prob-
lem.

But here are the grim statistics: The rate of such deaths had been 
increasing in the two decades before the pandemic, by 7% or less each 
year, but In 2020, they rose 26%, to about 13 deaths per 100,000 
Americans, the highest rate recorded in at least 40 years.

Such deaths are twice as common in men than in women, but rose 
for both in 2020, the study found. The rate continued to be high-
est for people ages 55 to 64, but rose dramatically for certain other 
groups, including jumping 42% among women ages 35 to 44.

In addition, a second report, published in the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Assocaiton, looked at a wider range of deaths that could 
be linked to drinking, such as motor vehicle accidents, suicides, falls, 
and cancers. More than 140,000 of that broader category of alco-
hol-related deaths occur annually, based on data from 2015 to 2019, 
the researchers said. CDC researchers say about 82,000 of those 
deaths are from drinking too much over a long period of time and 
58,000 from causes tied to acute intoxication.

The study found that as many as 1 in 8 deaths among U.S. adults 
ages 20 to 64 were alcohol-related, including chronic illnesses such 
as liver cancer, high blood pressure, stroke, and heart disease. Drink-
ing by pregnant women can lead to miscarriage, stillbirth, and birth 
defects. Health officials say alcohol is a factor in as many as one-third 
of serious falls among the elderly.

And that’s not to mention the harm to others because of drunk 
driving accidents or alcohol-fueled violence, which causes death and 
injury to tens of thousands of Americans every year.

As we have noted many times in this space, the U.S. needs to 
launch a public health campaign, especially for young people, against 
alcohol similar to what we did with regard to cigarettes and tobacco 
use in the 1990s that finally brought that epidemic under control.

The statistics speak for themselves -- and it’s time to take action.

Guest Op-ed

Billions spent on the election while Americans struggle
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off larceny. 
“One thing we try to tell 

everybody is bikes are such a 
hot commodity. If you can avoid 
leaving your bike – even if it is 
locked up – if you could avoid 
leaving it outside, do everything 
you can to bring it inside,” said 
Hogardt. 

“People think they are safe 
with the chains – some of these 
guys walk around with like 
power tools, and they’ll just cut 
them off in seconds.” 

Even buildings with designat-
ed bike rooms in garages are not 
that safe unless the room itself is 
locked, according to Hogardt. 

“I don’t want to say it’s a false 
sense of security but don’t think 
just because it’s in that room; it’s 
completely secure,” he said.

Moreover, Hogardt empha-
sized steps to prevent package 
theft with the holidays rapidly 
approaching. 

“If you have to have things 
delivered to your house, we try to 
tell people if you are not going to 
be home, do your best to maybe 
work with a neighbor or a family 
member and say, listen, the pack-
age is coming this date I am not 
going to be home can you maybe 
grab it for me,” said Hogardt. 

He also mentioned that if you 

order with Amazon, they offer 
a service where packages can be 
delivered to Whole Foods and 
picked up. There are also Ama-
zon-specific lockers throughout 
the city where packages can be 
delivered and retrieved. 

Overall, both Sweeney and 
Hogardt seemed delighted with 
the numbers and indicated that 
residents could reach out to them 
with questions or concerns. 

“Good numbers, and you 
know if anyone has feedback or 
any issues you’re seeing in the 
neighborhood or you’re hearing 
about, please reach out to us,” 
said Sweeney.
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when the late Back Bay resident, 
Ted Cutler, and his wife, Joan, 
traveled to Paris about 20 years 
ago and saw the dazzling holiday 
lights on the Parisian boulevards. 
Upon returning home, the Cut-
lers thought that similar holiday 
lights on the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall would be an amaz-
ing addition to winter in Boston 
and set about to make this a real-
ity.

In the past, a few families have 
traditionally donated money to 
light the Commonwealth Ave-
nue Mall during the holidays, 
although people generally didn’t 
realize this was a private endeav-
or and instead thought it was an 
effort funded by the city. 

“This is a private endeavor 
that relies on the donations of 
private residents and is not fund-
ed by the city.” said Matt Sid-
man, who led the Committee to 
Light the Commonwealth Ave-
nue for at least the past decade 
and is now a member of the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
Enhancement Committee. “Over 
the years, we’ve really had to 
explain this to people.”

It made sense over time for 
the Friends of the Public Gar-
den to become more involved in 
the holiday lighting of the Com-
monwealth Avenue Mall, said 
Sidman, since the nonprofit was 
already maintaining the trees, 
statues, and benches in the park 
(as well as in the Public Garden 
and the Boston Common).

The Friends are also very 
supportive of the idea of the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
Enhancement Committee work-
ing to help ensure that the Com-
monwealth Avenue Mall doesn’t 
get overshadowed by the other 
two parks, said Sidman, while 
the new group will also give the 
Back Bay community more of 
a “voice” when it comes to the 
Mall.

“The new committee will give 
Back Bay residents a real voice 
in the future of the Mall, and we 
believe it will improve everyone’s 
experience on the Mall going 
forward, so we’re really excit-
ed about it,” said Sidman, who 
added that he believes combining 
the efforts of the Friends group 
with those of the erstwhile Com-
mittee to Light the Common-
wealth Avenue Mall will be more 
than sum of its parts. 

“Hopefully in this case, one 
plus one will equal three,” said 
Sidman. “We listened to people 
and really want organizations, 
when appropriate, to come 
together to create more value for 
the community, and that’s basi-
cally what’s happening here.”

This year’s tree lighting is also 
only the beginning of an ongoing 
commitment by the Common-
wealth Avenue Mall Enhance-
ment Committee to the park.

“The idea is to have real trans-
parency, and to create a way that 
the community can give directly 
to the Commonwealth Avenue 

Mall, so we can enhance it any 
way we see fit.,” said Sidman.

Friends President Liz Vizza 
said in a press release, “We know 
the holiday lights add to the 
feeling of safety and enjoyment 
on the Mall during some of the 
darkest and coldest nights of the 
year. Parks are for people and the 
opportunity to take on respon-
sibility for the holiday lights is a 
way to celebrate this special park 
and help expand our reach.”

Added Vizza: “We are thrilled 
to have the opportunity to work 
with Matt Sidman and the long-
time advocates of the holiday 

effort and to deepen our relation-
ships in the Mall adjacent neigh-
borhoods to build a tradition of 
year-round support for this spe-
cial park.” 

Sidman and Vizza will join 
Mayor Michelle Wu and Ryan 
Woods, commissioner of Boston 
Parks and Recreation, in wel-
coming the crowd at the Holi-
day Lights 2022 Ceremony on 
Thursday, Dec. 1, at 8 p.m. on 
the Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
at the intersection of Common-
wealth Avenue and Arlington 
Street. At 8:30 p.m., Mayor Wu 
will turn on the holiday lights for 

2022. The Newbury Boston will 
be providing cocoa and cookies 
for the assembled crowd.

The Friends invests more 
than $500,000 annually in the 
care of the Commonwealth Ave-
nue Mall, and the 2022 Holi-
day Light project is expected to 
require an additional $160,000. 
To make a gift in support of the 
Holiday Light Display or for the 
ongoing care of the Common-
wealth Avenue Mall, visit https://
friendsofthepublicgarden.org/
holiday-lights/.

WOMEN’S LUNCH 
PLACE FUNDRAISER 
SET FOR NOV. 17

The Neighborhood Associa-
tion of the Back Bay is teaming 
with the Women’s Lunch Place 
(WLP), a women’s day shelter 
on Newbury Street, to present 
their second Harvest Festival on 
Thursday, Nov. 17, from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Women’s Lunch Place 
at 67 Newbury St.

This year’s joint benefit will 
feature music, a silent auction, 
a cocktail reception, and dinner, 
with proceeds going to support 
NABB’s civic work on homeless-
ness, affordable housing, safety, 
and other civic issues, as well as 
WLP’s services for homeless and 
at-risk women.  

Individual tickets are $125, 
and sponsorships begin at 
$2,000. 

Visit https://womenslunch-
place.org/nabb) for more details, 
including sponsorships, suggest-
ed auction items to donate, and 
to purchase tickets. 

BOOK LAUNCH SET 
FOR NOV. 19 AT  
MORE THAN WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 

Kim Samuel is launching her 
new book “On Belonging: Find-
ing Connection in an Age of Iso-
lation” (Abrams Press) with an 
event on Saturday, Nov. 19, from 
4 to 6 p.m.

At More Than Words Book-
store at 242 East Berkley St.

Samuel is the founder of the 
Samuel Centre for Social Con-
nectedness, Fulbright Canada 
Ambassador for diversity and 
social connectedness, and Visit-
ing Scholar at the Oxford Pov-
erty and Human Development 
Initiative.  

 In an age of social, eco-
nomic, and ecological discon-
nection, what does it mean to 
belong?  “On Belonging: Finding 
Connection” in an Age of Isola-
tion is an exploration of the crisis 
of social isolation and of the fun-
damental human right to belong. 
It considers belonging across 
four core dimensions: in our rela-
tionships with other people, in 
our rootedness in nature, in our 
ability to influence political and 
economic decision-making, and 

in our finding of meaning and 
purpose in our lives, with lessons 
on how to create communities 
centered on human connection.

EMERALD NECKLACE 
CONSERVANCY TO 
LIGHT CHARLESGATE 
PARK TREES GREEN 
ON DEC. 1

In conjunction with the annu-
al tree lighting on Boston Com-
mon and the tree lighting along 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall, 
the Emerald Necklace Conser-
vancy will once again bring light 
to Charlesgate Park by illuminat-
ing 10 trees in green.

The lighting will take place 
on Thursday Dec. 1, at approx-
imately 8 p.m. at the Charlesgate 

Park trees, located on Common-
wealth Avenue between Charles-
gate East and Charlesgate West. 
The trees will remain lit each eve-
ning through next March.

The lighting of Charlesgate 
Park began in 2021 and the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
is excited to bring its signature 
emerald-green color lighting to 
the park again this winter. Com-
plementing the annual lighting 
of the Commonwealth Avenue 
Mall, 10 Japanese zelkova trees 
will be lit at Charlesgate and 
adorned with green lights to 
distinguish Charlesgate as the 
connecting point between the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
and the rest of the Emerald 

COmm. AvE. LigHTiNg (from pg. 1)

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu joins residents and visitors for last year’s lighting of the Commonwealth Avenue Mall.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of “Doing Business As” filed on October 30, 2022 
for legal name ORVILLE EDMUNDSON JOSEPH in 
Suffolk County, Massachusetts at the address of 
52 Crispus Attucks Place, Boston, MA 02119.
Email contact ojfit100@gmail.com, 
Orville-Edmundson: Joseph., Resident Agent. 
Please contact if you have any issues or questions about 
this legal filing for DBA. 

Public gets a look at 
latest plans for Parcel 13

SERVICE DIRECTORY
JOHN J. RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential
Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

that operate better than new ones!

HISTORIC
WOOD

WINDOWS

Necklace, and to raise awareness 
of the ongoing efforts to restore 
Charlesgate Park.

Visit https://www.emerald-
necklace.org/charlesgate-lights/ 
for more information.

WORCESTER SQUARE 
TREE-LIGHTING SET 
FOR SUNDAY, DEC. 4

The Worcester Square Area 
Neighborhood Association will 

be holding its 58th  annual Tree 
Lighting Celebration on Sunday, 
Dec. 4, at 4 p.m. at Worcester 
Square Park.

Join your neighbors for an eve-
ning of live music, refreshments, 
and merriment. Penni Layne and 
the Wonder Boys will play holi-
day classics while Santa Claus 
will bring the toys and joy. Visit 
facebook.com/WorcesterSquare 
for more information.

News Briefs Continued from Page 3

COURTESY OF THE BOSTON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT AGENCY.

A rendering of the development project proposed for air-rights Parcel 13 in the Back Bay.

By Dan Murphy

The public got a look at the 
latest plans for the proposed 
development of air-rights Parcel 
13 in the Back Bay, which will 
include a 100-percent affordable 
housing component, in addition 
to Level 2 lab space, during a 
virtual meeting sponsored by the 
Boston Planning & Development 
Agency on Monday, Nov. 14.

The project site is located on 
the northeast corner of the inter-
section of Massachusetts Avenue 
and Boylston Street, partially 
over the east and west bound 
lanes of the Massachusetts Turn-
pike and partially over the MBTA 

Green Line Hynes station.
The Peebles Corporation is 

proposing a project comprising 
two buildings – a 10-story, 120-
foot residential building and a 
12-story, 178-foot lab and office 
building – which together would 
contain 300,000 zoned square 
feet of lab and office space; 125 
units of on-site affordable hous-
ing, including studio, one-, two-, 
and three-bedrooms; and 10,000 
square feet of ground-level retail 
space spread among three store-
fronts.

The project would have no 
on-site parking (and therefore 
no new curb-cuts on Boylston 
Street), but would include a 

“micro-mobility hub,” consisting 
of more than 100 public bicycle 
spaces with lockers open to the 
public. The developer has also 
committed to making a $30 mil-
lion investment in ADA accessi-
bility improvements to the Hynes 
T station as part of the project.

As for the construction time-
frame, the developer hopes to 
have discretionary permitting 
in place next year, said Mark 
Rosenshein of Boston-based 
Trademark Partners. Financing 
would begin in 2024, and the 
project would break ground in 
the second quarter of that year. 
Construction is then expected to 
wrap up in the first quarter of 
2027, said Rosenshein.

Don Peebles, founder, chair-
man, and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Peebles Corporation, 
said the original proposal for 
the site comprised a luxury hotel 
with luxury condos above it. But 
that after a lengthy process, the 
developer instead settled on the 
current proposal, he said, which 
comes in response to the city’s 
current affordable housing cri-
sis, as well as in response to the 
downturn of the hotel industry in 
the wake of the pandemic.

Only 6 percent of the Back 
Bay’s housing stock is currently 
affordable housing, compared 
with the citywide average of 
19-percent affordable housing, 
said Peebles. 

The project team is exploring 
the possibility of making the one 
block of Boylston Street below 

Massachusetts Avenue inbound, 
said Rosenshein, to make it con-
sistent with the rest of Boylston 
Street.  Since a bus line already 
travels west on Boylston Street, a 
dedicated westbound lane would 
be created to accommodate only 
buses, firetrucks, and bicycles, he 
added.

This change would allow 
for bus stops on both sides of 
the street, which Rosenshein 
said would “effectively match” 
what’s being done with the Parcel 
12 development with a dedicated 
bus lane, a separated bike lane, 
and two lanes of traffic.

The future of the develop-
ment of Parcel 13 wouldn’t hinge 
on this decision, however, said 
Rosenshein, who added that the 
developer plans to hold a meet-
ing dedicated solely to traffic 
conditions on Boylston Street.

Elliott Laffer, chair of the 
Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay board of directors, 
said the project would likely 
require the creation of a PDA 
(Planned Development Area), 
which establishes special zoning 
controls for large and complex 
projects. He said he believes that 
it “should be the first and last 
PDA in the historic district,” 
especially since there are no more 
undeveloped air-rights parcels in 
the area. Laffer said he want this 
“written into the zoning rule that 
allows it to happen.”

Tim Horn, a Fenway resident, 
requested that the project include 
ride-share accommodations, 

since he believes many of those 
employed there would rely on 
ride-share options to get to work.

Ann Tousignant, who lives on 
the 300 block of Commonwealth 
Avenue, said she has “concerns 
about living in a historic dis-
trict that could be irreparably 
changed by the skyline you’re 
proposing.” 

“I’m really concerned about 
the height and what the shad-
ows would mean for any of us 
who are on the other sides of this 
structure,” she said.

Likewise, another Back Bay 
resident, Ann Prendergast, also 
expressed her concern about 
this issue and said that a petition 
opposing the height of the pro-
posed project has already gar-
nered 345 signatures.

Peebles responded that a proj-
ect that includes an affordable 
housing component, as well con-
struction of a $60 million deck 
above the overpass, wouldn’t be 
“feasible” with a reduced height.

“If we were not to get the 
height, then we would not build 
affordable housing,” said Pee-
bles. “Then, the question is do 
we want to build an all-lab build-
ing or not.”

The city is accepting public 
comments of the Parcel 13 pro-
posal through Nov. 30 via the 
project website at https://www.
bostonplans.org/projects/devel-
opment-projects/parcel-13, or 
by emailing Sarah Black of the 
BPDA at Sarah.Black@boston.
gov.
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Story & Photos by Marianne Salza

The West End Museum 
(WEM) welcomed Boston Col-
lege professor, Charles Gallagher, 
for a discussion about his book, 
“Nazis of Copley Square: The 
Forgotten Story of the Christian 
Front,” on  November 9. In his 
book, Gallagher explains the 
lived-experiences of Catholic 
Boston in the 1930s-1940s, con-
necting working class people to 
global events. 

“It was a fun book to write,” 
exclaimed Gallagher. “I’ve read 
5,000-10,000 pages of FBI [Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation] 
files.” 

Gallagher spent ten years com-
pleting “Nazis of Copley Square” 
because he requested three FBI 
files, and each document took 
two years to be released. 

 “Nazis of Copley Square” 
reveals how American terrorists 
conspired to overthrow the gov-
ernment in alliance with Adolf 
Hitler. Gallagher details the evo-
lution of the Christian Front, an 
anti-Semitic organization most 
numerous in New York, Phila-
delphia, and Boston, with some 
100,000 members along the East 
Coast. 

During his lecture, Gallagher 
mentioned the affiliation between 
master German spy, Herbert 
Scholz, and Francis P. Moran, 
an Irish Catholic from Dorches-
ter who operated the Christian 
Front. Their first official meeting 
of the two was in July 1940 at 

the German Consulate, located 
at 39 Chestnut Street, Beacon 
Hill. 

“Allegedly, the first floor of 
that building was lined with 
lead, so the FBI listening devises 
couldn’t hear,” revealed Gallagh-
er. 

Scholz was the Diplomatic 
Consul in Boston (1938-1941), 
an elite SS (Schutzstaffel) officer, 
and Hitler’s spy chief in the Unit-
ed States. He attended Leipzig 
University, in Germany, and 
received a doctorate degree in 
Nazi Philosophy. 

Scholz recruited Moran -- who 
was fluent in German -- for Nazi 
propaganda and espionage. He 
provided Moran with direction 
and funds as he embarked on 
religious speaking tours along 
the East Coast, increasing Chris-
tian Front membership.”

“Francis Moran’s headquar-
ters for the Christian Front was 
located on the second floor of the 
Copley Square Hotel,” Gallagher 
pointed out. “It was impressive 
and had one of the most beauti-
ful lobbies in the city. One of the 
people who lived there was Babe 
Ruth, when he played for the 
Red Sox.”

The American intelligence 
agencies surveilling the Christian 
Front included FBI Counterin-
telligence, US Office of Naval 
Intelligence, US Army Count-
er Intelligence Corps, Office of 
Strategic Services, and the Bos-
ton Police Department. When 
Moran moved the Christian 

Front underground in 1943, not 
even the FBI could monitor it. 

“None of theses agencies, for 
the duration of the 1930s-1940s 
were able to figure out if Moran 
was an agent of Sholz, and a 
Nazi Spy,” asserted Gallagher. 

The FBI eventually snuck 
an informant into the circle, 
her  codename was T 1, and 
she worked in the Charlestown 
Naval Base and was fluent in 
German. T 1 refused to take the 
stand against Moran in a trial 
because she was fearful of her 
life. 

“By 1943, Moran became 
more deeply anti-Semitic; and 
approved of the  extermination 
of the Nazis,” Gallagher said 
and added “once he was under 
Scholz’s tutelage, he went deeper 
into Nazi ideology.”

Gallagher’s interest in the 
subject began when he was an 
undergraduate student being 
trained in semi-automatic weap-
onry to become a police officer 
in his hometown. He recog-
nized that the young men in a 
1939 photograph were Christian 
Front members, and were hold-
ing Springfield 1903 rifles with a 
.30-06 caliber shell. The action 
committee took part in mili-
tary training and target practice 
before and after Sunday mass. 

“The guns shoot a five-round 
stripper clip,” explained Gal-
lagher, whose nickname was 
“Officer Friendly.” The bullet 
is three inches long, and will go 
through a brick wall. That’s mili-
tary-grade weaponry.” 

These men attempted to over-
throw the US government by 

force in 1940; and were charged 
with seditious conspiracy by the 
FBI, but were later exonerated. 

“It was wild that a bunch of 
Catholics tried to overthrow the 
government and nobody knew 
about it or cared. The chilling 
way they cached weapons and 
made bombs was unbelievable,” 
said Gallagher. “The Scholz and 
Moran relationship, in my opin-
ion, was one of the most secret 
relationships of World War II. 
Both of them got off free, and 
retired to quiet, substantial lives 
after the war; and they did a lot 
of dirty work in the meantime.”

He teaches American Cath-
olic history, Vatican diplomacy, 
U.S. diplomatic history, 19th and 
20th century American social 
and religious history, and the his-
tory of the Holocaust. 

We’re Hiring!

We will be holding two job 
fairs at our newest PACE sites: 

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 3-6pm  
@ 10 Garofalo Street, Revere

Thursday, Sept. 15, 3-6pm 
@ 795 Broadway, Everett

Scan the QR code to RSVP or 
visit www.careers.ebnhc.org 
to apply and learn about our 
fantastic benefits! If you have 
questions, call: 617-568-4480.
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HOME HEALTH AIDES
PERSONAL CARE 

ASSISTANTS
RECREATION ASSISTANTS

DRIVERS
NURSES

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
RECREATION THERAPIST

DIETARY AIDES

Visit us at
www.careers.ebnhc.org 

 to learn about our  
fantastic benefits!

 If you have questions,  
please call: 617-568-4480.

The Nazis of Copley Square: A Talk by Charles Gallagher

Boston College professor, Charles 
Gallagher, author of “Nazis of 
Copley Square: The Forgotten 
Story of the Christian Front”

Professor Charles Gallagher presenting, “The Nazis of Copley Square,” during a November 9 West End 
Museum gathering at HUB50.
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HOURS
THANKSGIVING

DELUCA'S MARKET
Beacon Hill & Back Bay

11/24 open 9am - 3pm

11/25 open 10am - 7pm

Thanksgiving day

Black Friday

WE'RE GRATEFUL FOR YOU!

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY AT PUERTO RICAN VETERANS MEMORIAL
Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

The Puerto Rican Veterans 
Memorial is the first, and only, 
memorial dedicated to honoring 
the sacrifice and dedication of 
veterans of Puerto Rican descent. 
On Veterans Day, a ceremo-
ny was held to remember thele 
service of those brave soldiers 
and include new names on the 
memorial plaque and bricks. 

“The Star Spangled Banner” is played as the US Flag is raised. 

Shown right: Former Puerto 
Rican Festival President Reinelda 

“Chickie” Rivera.

Boston City Councilors Kenzie Bok, Ed Flynn, and Erin Murphy (2nd from right), Mayor Michelle Wu (3rd 
from right), Veterans Services Commissioner Robert Santiago (4th from right), Massachusetts Governor 
Charlie Baker, and Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox unveil the Memorial Plaque.

Crystal, Lucas, and Juan Jaramillo.Boston City Council President Ed 
Flynn offers remarks. 
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VETERANS DAY CEREMONY AT PUERTO RICAN VETERANS MEMORIAL

TThhee  $$112255  ttiicckkeett  iinncclluuddeess  ffrreesshh  flfloowweerrss,,  flfloorraall  ffooaamm  &&  wwooooddeenn  vvaassee 
delivered to your door. During the workshop, floral artists from 

Alice's Table will guide you to create a sparkling centerpiece, just in 
time for the holidays! Last day to register is November 23, 2022.  

Supplies and weblink will be shared 1-2 days before the event. 
Register online at: hhttttppss::////ttiinnyyuurrll..ccoomm//22sswwee33998888

 

The Hurley School is a Tier-1, BPS Spanish-English 
bilingual public school located in Boston’s South End 

where more than half of the students live in high 
poverty. Your gift allows us to bridge the gaps in 

funding received from Boston Public Schools, 
enhance the academic experience, and make the 

Hurley a place where all students thrive.

Virtual class 
Wednesday 

December 14   7p.m.

REGISTER HERE

REAL PROPERTY ANALYSIS
BOSTON PROPER APPRAISAL SERVICE .COM

(508) 415-6814 (CELL/TEXT)

Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker with Boston City Councilors 
Erin Murphy and Ed Flynn salute as the US Flag is raised. 

Jose C Masso III, Boston Mayor Michelle Wu, and Chief Of Human 
Services José F Massó.

Boston City Councilor Kenzie Bok 
offers remarks.

Tatiana and Zoraida De La Rosa.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu offers remarks. 

Boston City Councilor Erin 
Murphy offers remarks. Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker offers remarks. 

Boston Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox offers remarks.
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mental health issues and trau-
matic abuse that left her “com-
pletely shattered and unable to 
work.” She subsequently lost her 
apartment and began sleeping on 
the street.

Even before she found her way 
to Women’s Lunch Place, Collins 
said she was “intrigued” to learn 
that the shelter served guests 
their meals on china plates.

“I found a place that had 
advocacy and a really great facil-
ity, with a library, computers, 
and laundry facilities,” she said 
of Women’s Lunch Place. “They 
treated you with dignity; they 
didn’t treat you like a nameless 
homeless person.”

Collins soon made a lot of 
friends at the shelter and was 
immediately able to connect with 
the resources she needed. Besides 
“wonderful meals,” Collins said 
Women’s Lunch Place offered 

women in need a place to sleep 
in pre-pandemic times.

Staff even took the time to 
learn the names of their guests, 
something that Collins is trying 
to do herself now that she works 
at the shelter. 

“They saw you as an indi-
vidual,” she said. “There’s such 
a humanity you get at Women’s 
Lunch Place that you don’t get 
anyplace else – it’s about the 
humanity.”

Building on the strides she 
made at Women’s Lunch Place, 
Collins was able to find perma-
nent housing. She returned to 
Women’s Lunch Place this fall 
as a staff member, leading sever-
al classes each week in the shel-
ter’s low-barrier, non-judgmental 
Therapeutic Expressions pro-
gram.

Students in her Art Therapy 
classes work in four mediums, 

including collage, painting, 
drawing, and sculpture.

“The classes have become 
more and more popular,” said 
Collins, a disabled artist. “With 
the women I’m working with, 
I can look forward to them 
becoming much more functional, 
since they’re working with such a 
wonderful organization.”

Through its art program, 
Women’s Lunch Place recognizes 
that its “clients all need a form 
of personal expression,” said 
Collins, so when she interviewed 
for the teaching position, she did 
her best to explain how despite 
being bogged down by carrying 
all their wordily possessions in 
a few bags, many of the home-
less women she has known also 
made room for a sketch book 
and supplies, or a notebook to 
write in.

The holiday card designed 
by Collins depicts a homeless 
woman walking alongside the 
entrance to Women’s Lunch 
Place in wintertime. She didn’t 
have many photos to work with 
when she started the project, so 

she instead drew from her imagi-
nation and her own memories of 
being homeless. Collins adorned 
the woman in her illustration in 

the “uniform” commonly worn 
by a homeless woman during the 
winter in Boston, which includes 
a coat, backpack, and leggings.

Besides designing the holi-
day card and teaching classes at 
Women’s Lunch Place, Collins 
has also been busy revamping 
her artist website at Kimcollins.
art, which she expects will be up 
and running after Thanksgiving.

Henry Morris, communica-
tions and marketing manager for 
Women’s Lunch Place, said pur-
chasing these holiday cards can 
go a long way towards helping 
women in need.

“We’re seeing greater demand 
across the board for meals and 
mental health services than we’ve 
ever seen, and winter means the 
holidays, but it also means cold 
weather, so there could be no 
better time for people to sup-
port Women’s Lunch Place,” said 
Morris. “The main thing is that 
it’s a really thoughtful way to 
give someone a gift because not 
only is the art beautiful, but also 
because it’s directly supporting 
women who are in need of help.”

A pack of five cards costs $25, 
which provides a woman with 
a week of healthy meals, safe 
transportation to the shelter, or 
a winter hat, socks, and gloves; 
cards, which include envelopes 
and a description of your gift’s 
impact, will be mailed within 
three business days of purchase. 
Bulk orders of 100 or more cards 
are customizable with a personal 
message and/or image.

Visit womenslunchplace.
org/holiday-cards to purchase 
Women’ Lunch Place holiday 
cards.

Collins (from pg. 1)

D. MURPHY PHOTO

On Tuesday, Nov. 15, the day that the United Nation announced that 
the worldwide population has reached 8 billion people, the nonprofit 
group, Earth Overshoot, erected this balloon float outside the Copley 
Branch of the Boston Public Library to call attention to the problem 
of overpopulation amid depleting natural resources.

MARKING A MILESTONE FOR 
POPULATION GROWTH

COURTESY OF WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE

This year’s Women’s Lunch Place holiday card designed by Kim Collins.
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Staff Report

On November 17, noted his-
torians Joanne Freeman and 
Heather Cox Richardson will 
jointly receive the Prescott 
Award for Excellence in Histor-
ical Writing from the Colonial 
Dames of Massachusetts in part-
nership with the Massachusetts 
Historical Society (MHS). After 
accepting the award at the MHS 
headquarters, Professors Cox 
and Richardson will tape their 
popular weekly podcast, Now 
and Then, in which these noted 
historians use their knowledge of 
the past to inform current events.

The theme of this podcast will 
be “Unsung History” drawing 
on objects from the MHS col-
lection that represent the stories 
of ordinary people who – in one 
way or another – took part in or 
witnessed important historical 
events of moments. This includes 
a 19th century ledger book with 
images made by Native Ameri-
can prisoners of war, and a bot-
tle of leaves from the Boston Tea 
Party.

Joanne Freeman is a professor 

at Yale whose work focuses on 
the Revolutionary and early Fed-
eral periods in American history. 
Heather Cox Richardson, a pro-
fessor at Boston College whose 
focus is the post-Civil War peri-
od, is well-known for her blog 
“Letters to an American.”

The Massachusetts Colonial 
Dames are delighted to be col-
laborating with MHS in the pre-
sentation of the award. The pre-
sentation will take place in per-
son at the MHS headquarters on 
Boylston Street. The event will 
begin at 5:30pm with a reception 
followed by the award presenta-
tion at 6pm. Drs. Freeman and 

Richardson will then address the 
audience together as they tape 
their weekly podcast. The pub-
lic can register for this event at 
https://www.masshist.org/events

The Prescott Award was ini-
tiated in 2013 when the Mas-
sachusetts Dames, whose head-
quarters is on Beacon Hill in 
Prescott House,  recognized 
Dr. Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, the 
300th Anniversary Professor at 
Harvard University, as the first 
recipient. Since then, David O. 
Stewart, Jane Kamensky and 
David Silverman have been cho-
sen by the Dames to receive the 
award.

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

City of Boston 
Traffic Advisory 

Saturday  November 19
Events happening in the City 

of Boston this week will bring 
some parking restrictions and 
street closures. People attending 
these events are encouraged to 
walk, bike, or take public tran-
sit. Information on Bluebikes, 
the regional bike share service, 
may be found on the Bluebikes 
website and information on the 
MBTA may be found online. The 
MBTA advises riders to purchase 
a round-trip rather than a one-
way ticket for a faster return trip. 
Walking is also a great way to 
move around.

bACK bAY/ bEACoN HILL
Camp Harbor View Citython 

5K – Saturday, November 19, 
2022

The annual running of the 
Camp Harbor View Citython 
5K will begin on Charles Street 
between the Public Garden and 
Boston Common. The route will 
follow Beacon Street to Arlington 
Street to Commonwealth Ave-
nue outbound, turning around 
at Charlesgate West and return-
ing by Commonwealth Avenue 
inbound.  Parking restrictions 
and possible street closures will 
be in effect to accommodate the 
runners. 

Parking restrictions will be in 
effect from 12 AM-12 PM on the 
following streets:

• Arlington Street, Both sides, 
from Beacon Street to Common-
wealth Avenue inbound.

• Beacon Street, South side 
(Public Garden side), from 
Charles Street to Arlington 
Street.

• Charles Street, Both sides, 
from Boylston Street to Beacon 
Street

bAY vILLAGE
Neighborhood Fall Clean-Up 

– Saturday, November 19, 2022
The clean-up program is 

scheduled from 8:00 AM to 
Noon. Parking restrictions will 
be in place on the following 
streets:

• Arlington Street, Both sides, 
from Stuart Street to Marginal 
Road

• Broadway, Both sides, from 
Melrose Street to Piedmont Street

• Charles Street South, West 
side (odd side), from Tremont 
Street/Jefferson Street to Stuart 
Street

• Church Street, Both sides, 
from Stuart Street to Tremont 
Street

• Cortes Street, Both sides, 
from Arlington Street to Berke-
ley Street

• Fayette Street, Both sides, 
from Charles Street South to 
Marginal Road

• Isabella Street, Both sides, 
from Arlington Street to Colum-
bus Avenue

• Marginal Road, Both sides, 
from Tremont Street to Arling-
ton Street

• Melrose Street, Both sides, 
from Charles Street South to 
Arlington Street

• Piedmont Street, Both sides, 
from Arlington Street to Broad-
way

• Shawmut Street, Both sides, 
from Church Street to Broadway

• Tremont Street, West side 
(odd side), from Marginal Road 
to Jefferson Street/Charles Street 
South

• Winchester Street, Both 
sides, from Broadway to Arling-
ton StreetHeather Cox Richardson (left) and Joanne Freeman.

Joanne Freeman and Heather Cox richardson to 
receive  Prescott Award for Excellence in Historical Writing

Wu announces resources for residents 
facing food insecurity

Special to the Sun

Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced resources that will 
support residents facing food 
insecurity during the holiday 
season and year-round. The 
City is launching the Find Your 
Food Pantry campaign led by 
the Community Engagement 
Cabinet in partnership with the 
Mayor’s Office of Food Justice 
(OFJ). Additionally, beginning 
on Tuesday, November 15, res-
idents will be able to apply and 
learn more about SNAP benefits 
using a kiosk located within Bos-
ton City Hall. 

“To prioritize food justice in 
our City, we’re making it easier 
to connect residents to services 
they need and ways to make a 
difference,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “We’re launching a cam-
paign aimed to introduce resi-
dents to organizations that do 
great work in our communities 
not just during the holidays, but 
all year. Together with the new 
kiosk at City Hall, we’re work-
ing holistically as a city to fight 
food insecurity in Boston.”

Through the Find Your Food 
Pantry campaign, residents are 
encouraged to reach out to their 
local food pantries and other 
community partners this holiday 
season and to establish connec-
tions with local food pantries 
and organizations to strength-
en Boston’s communities year-
round. Residents can find a list 
of local pantries via the Greater 
Boston Food Bank on the Office 
of Food Justice’s website.

In FY 2022, the Greater Bos-
ton Food Bank distributed a total 
of 24.6 million pounds of food 
through their network of over 
100 food distribution partners 
in Boston. This is a 27 percent 
increase compared to pre-pan-
demic distribution in 2019. 
Much of the food pantry system 
relies on volunteers. Contribu-
tions are critical to help food 
pantries provide additional food 
like fresh produce from Massa-
chusetts farmers and staples that 
are culturally relevant to each 
community. 

“Boston works best when we 
work together for our shared val-
ues, so this year we’re launching 

a campaign that goes beyond the 
holiday season,” said Chief of 
Community Engagement Brian-
na Millor. “I encourage residents 
to reach out to their neighbor-
hood organizations and give 
back - whether that be by donat-
ing or spending time volunteer-
ing.”

Residents interested in helping 
support food pantries can con-
nect with their local food pantry 
directly to identify ways to con-
tribute or volunteer. Needs and 
hours of operation will vary by 
organization.

Office of Neighborhood Ser-
vices (ONS) liaisons will be 
visiting community partners in 
their respective neighborhoods 
during their “Field Fridays” in 
the months of November and 
December. The Office of Civic 
Organizing is helping organize 
sign ups for residents who would 
like assistance being connected 
to volunteer opportunities. Res-
idents can sign up on the website. 

Additionally, through a part-
nership with the state’s Depart-

(Food InsecurIty Pg. 10)
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mayor Wu announces the reopening of City Hall Plaza
Staff Report

Mayor Michelle Wu has 
announced the reopening of City 
Hall Plaza.

The recently completed ren-
ovation transformed the Plaza 
into a civic space for all residents, 
with universal accessibility, new 
communal spaces, increased 
environmental sustainability, and 
critical infrastructure improve-
ments that will ensure the plaza 
is safe and accessible for genera-
tions to come.

“City Hall Plaza is a space 
to bring people together and 
build community,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “I’m grateful for 
the work of all our City workers 
and partners to transform the 
plaza into a welcoming, resilient, 
and accessible space for residents 
and visitors to enjoy.”

The plaza design and imple-
mentation was led by global 
design firm Sasaki, based in 
Watertown, Mass. Shawmut 
Design and Construction was 
the construction manager for the 
project. The project was man-
aged through the City’s Opera-
tions Cabinet by the Public Facil-
ities Department in partnership 
with the Property Management 
Department and was assisted by 
owners project manager Skanska 
USA. 

“City Hall plaza is the people’s 
plaza, and it is now a civic front 
yard that ALL can access and take 
pleasure in,” said Chief of Oper-
ations Dion Irish. “I’m excited 
to see our community enjoy our 
playground, event spaces, our 
new pavilion and the reopened 
north entrance to City Hall. The 
Public Facilities Department, 
project partners, and numerous 
City agencies did an amazing job 

working together, with commu-
nity input, to create a signature 
civic space that aligns with our 
goals and values.”

“We are proud of the bold 
vision the City embraced to 
make Boston City Hall Plaza 
an inviting and accessible out-
door public space,” said Fiske 
Crowell, Sasaki principal and 
architect. “A robust community 
engagement process helped us 
transform the Plaza from a harsh 
outdoor environment into a new 
green space where all are wel-
come. We are excited to celebrate 
the reopening of both the plaza 
and the expanded north entry to 
the building.”

“To be tasked with the trans-
formation of one of Boston’s 
most beloved and historic spaces 
has been a tremendous honor,” 
said Kevin Sullivan, execu-
tive vice president of Shawmut 
Design and Construction’s New 
England region. “Through this 
extensive renewal with our part-
ners from the City of Boston 
and Sasaki, we’ve reinvigorated 
City Hall Plaza to create a more 
accessible, sustainable, and con-
nected public destination at Bos-
ton’s civic heart that will serve as 
a forward-thinking attraction for 
generations to come.”

City Hall Plaza’s redesign 
includes a focus on:

A Welcoming Front Yard for 
Civic Life

With Boston’s renovated City 
Hall Plaza, this community space 
will become universally accessi-
ble for residents of all abilities. 
Opening up the Plaza for all 
includes re-opening the second 
floor of City Hall Plaza to the 
public, allowing easier access to 
the building. 

“I am thrilled that City Hall 

Plaza is now welcoming and 
accessible to people with disabil-
ities,” said Kristen McCosh, Bos-
ton’s Disability Commissioner. 
“City officials really listened to 
input from the disability com-
munity, and they made access the 
top priority. Before this renova-
tion, it was extremely difficult for 
disabled people to navigate the 
expansive brick Plaza, which pro-
vides a vital connection between 
Congress Street and Cambridge 
Street. But the uneven brick and 
numerous stairways have been 
replaced with smooth unit pav-
ers and gently sloped walkways. 
Now when people with disabil-
ities ask where the accessible 
route across City Hall Plaza is, 
I can say, ‘You don’t understand 
- the whole plaza is accessible 
now, not just one route!’”

Public Art
In February, the City of Bos-

ton released a Call to Artists for 
public art to complement the 
renovation of City Hall Plaza. 
There were two separate oppor-
tunities outlined in the call. The 
first was a short-term artwork 
for the north entrance to the 
building. The second was for a 
graphics display for the exterior 
of City Hall. These commissions 
are envisioned as the first of a 
series of artworks for this site 
that will recognize and celebrate 

the stories of Boston and City 
Hall Plaza.

The City selected Rhea Vedro 
to create the short-term art-
work, which will be a sculptural 
installation on the planting bed 
at the north entrance that will 
be installed for one year. Yuke 
Li was commissioned to create 
2D graphics for the new display 
system on the west exterior wall 
of City Hall and the wall pan-
els near the new civic pavilion, 
which will also be installed for 
one year. The graphics have been 
installed, and the sculpture is 
expected to be installed in spring 
2023.

“Through activating City Hall 
Plaza with public art and cultural 
events, we’re cultivating a more 
inviting space that celebrates 
the communities that make up 
the city,” said Kara Elliott-Or-
tega, Chief of Arts and Culture. 
“We’re excited to be able to 
showcase Boston’s creative com-
munity while also transforming a 
historic civic space.”

Flexible and Accommodating 
Event venues

The renovation of Boston City 
Hall Plaza expanded one of Bos-
ton’s largest event spaces, and 
created civic event spaces that 
can be used by all Boston resi-
dents. The renovation included 
creating seven new “plug and 

play” locations for community 
groups to utilize, with space for 
10,000 to 12,0000 visitors on 
the main plaza and room for a 
20,000 to 25,000 person gather-
ing on the entire plaza.

A model of Sustainability and 
resilience

Creating a sustainable City 
Hall Plaza that meets the City’s 
environmental goals was one of 
the key parts of the plaza reno-
vation, and this renovation will 
make City Hall Plaza one of Bos-
ton’s signature civic spaces envi-
ronmentally sustainable, meeting 
Boston’s resilience standards.

The renovation includes an 
increase in green infrastructure 
through an increased use of per-
meable surfaces that will soak 
up stormwater. The design also 
includes 100 new trees, improv-
ing the shade, scale and air qual-
ity of the plaza. Fifty lights were 
replaced with efficient LED tech-
nology, and 22,500 feet of gran-
ite and brick paving were reused 
or recycled.

The Phase 1 City Hall Plaza 
project’s main goal was to make 
the plaza more accessible for all 
while delivering updated pro-
gramming capabilities, adding 
infrastructure and making the 
plaza more sustainable. This 
$70 million investment will con-
nect Congress and Cambridge 
Streets with an accessible sloped 
Hanover Promenade activated 
by 21st century civic amenities 
like shady seating and gathering 
areas, a destination play space, 
public art space, and an iconic 
water feature. The main plaza 
will accommodate events of up 
to 12,000 people in a wide vari-
ety of potential configurations. 

ment of Transitional Assistance 
(DTA), residents will have a new 
access point downtown to apply 
for public benefits. A new City 
Hall kiosk allows residents to 
apply for SNAP and cash assis-
tance programs, check their eli-
gibility, check their balances, and 
update their information while 
doing other business with the 
City. The kiosk will be located on 
the mezzanine between the sec-
ond and third floor at City Hall 
and will be open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. starting on Tuesday, 
November 15th. 

“Closing the SNAP gap and 
providing resources for resi-
dents ineligible for SNAP help us 
ensure that Boston residents can 

access nutritious and culturally 
relevant food during chronic and 
acute periods of food insecurity,” 
said Aliza Wasserman, Director 
of the Mayor’s Office of Food 
Justice. “Food pantries are a crit-
ical component of the emergen-
cy food system. They and other 
community partners have kept 
so many families from feeling the 
dire consequences of food insecu-
rity through their tireless efforts 
throughout the pandemic.”

“Too many families in Boston 
continue to struggle to provide 
for their basic needs because of 
the lingering economic impact 
of the COVID-19 crisis cou-
pled with the worst inflation 
we have seen in over 40 years,” 
said Catherine D’Amato, presi-

dent and CEO of Greater Boston 
Food Bank. “With critical pro-
grams like SNAP, school meals 
and over 100 food distribution 
partners served by GBFB in the 
City, nobody should have to go 
hungry this holiday season, let 
alone throughout the year. The 
partnership with Mayor Wu, 
her Office of Food Justice and 
their intentionality in working 
across City Hall departments, 
particularly with the Community 
Engagement Cabinet, is the inge-
nuity and creativity we need to 
ensure we are driving awareness 
across every neighborhood and 
connecting each resident in need 
to the food resources available to 
them.”

As food prices increase, SNAP 

and the emergency food system 
play pivotal roles in bridging the 
gap between household income 
and basic needs. The DTA kiosk 
and Find Your Food Pantry 
campaign are part of a multi-
pronged approach to reduce bar-
riers to accessing public benefits 
and food resources in a dignified 
and easy manner. There are three 
additional public DTA kiosks in 
the City, including 1010 Mas-
sachusetts Ave. and the South-
ampton Street Shelter. To find a 
DTA kiosk near you, click here. 
DTA kiosks are one approach to 
reducing barriers for residents to 
sign up for SNAP.  

In 2021, OFJ provided 21 
organizations with over $1 mil-
lion in funding to focus on out-

reach around safety net resourc-
es. Through its community food 
access programming like Boston 
Double Up Food Bucks, the 
Farmers Market Coupon Pro-
gram, and community grants, 
the Office of Food Justice works 
directly with community organi-
zations and businesses, to build 
stronger community networks 
for food justice and access to 
healthy, culturally-relevant food.

More on the Find Your Food 
Pantry campaign, including a list 
of food pantries and informa-
tional video from Mayor Wu can 
be found at www.boston.gov/
find-pantries. Residents looking 
to apply for SNAP can do so on 
the Commonwealth’s website.

Food InsecurIty (from pg. 9)
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The barber pole in the last clue is on 59 Clarendon Street, the home of 
Clarendon Barbers. The Barber pole’s traditional red and white stripes 
come from medieval times when they represented the presence of a bar-
ber-surgeon who did bloodletting, pulled teeth, and amputated limbs in 
addition to cutting hair. The blue stripe was added in the United States. 

The next clue will be found in the Back Bay.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Immobiliare Santa Quinn, Edel 169 Beacon St #2-1            $705,000 
Hung-Mok, Chi            Falconieri, Joseph 195 Beacon St #9            $715,000 
Lee, Grace K         Shin, Soon M 259 Beacon St #30            $679,000 
Haime, David           Gilfoy, Faye B 186 Commonwealth Ave #54   $605,000 
Haliday Realty Inc Rubin, Gary B         69 Saint Botolph St #2        $1,175,000  
Haime, David             Gilfoy, Faye B 186 Commonwealth Ave #54     $605,000  
El Hadidy Back Bay Rlty 311 Comm Ave Condo Assn 311 Commonwealth Ave #10    $100,000
Boueri, Maurice Grace L Lane Family LP 363 Marlborough St #3      $1,280,000  
Miller FT            Shah FT              437 Marlborough St #21        $594,000
Brandl, Andreas Rosa, Cheryl A 198 Saint Botolph St #4      $721,000

BEACON HILL
Costa, Christine L      Capacchietti Paranay FT  1-3 Chestnut St #3B            $950,000  
Calamare, Andrew    P A Twist&E M Welch T   9 Hawthorne Pl #9-3R         $540,000  
JMB RT                    Painowski 2009 IRT   88 Mount Vernon St #40         $619,957  
Liss Jr, Robert W Aubuchon, Deirdre O 133 Pembroke St #5              $850,000  
Martin, Brett F        Oconnor, Nicholas      30 Pinckney St #8            $545,000  
Kwon, Young Min        Nuss, Christopher K 145 Pinckney St #216        $510,000  
Bernard L Willett RET   Wilett Alice B Est     145 Pinckney St #727        $590,000
Litchfield Properties LLC D E Mccready 2017 T     8 Whittier Pl #18K         $590,000  
Srisirikul Bigham LT     Lukas, George 8 Whittier Pl #23A               $460,000

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
White, John D             Newman, Benjamin L 17 Appleton St #2             $1,500,000  
Yefremova, Anastasia Schumacher, Jennifer 91 Burrell St #2          $405,000  
Mojtahed, Amirkasra     Dejo-Suarez, Gustavo   11 Fayette St #2              $2,255,000  
S&D Boston Prop LLC Kiley 4th, Ferdinand J 10 Follen St                 $3,360,000  
Crewe-Vatcher, John HMD Hewbury NT      249 Newbury St #R1             $1,255,000
Alkhereiji, Tarik A Tonelli, Andrew S 589 Tremont St #2             $636,000
Duncan, Dante       Nina Marill IRT       465 Beacon St #1                $905,000 
Freedman, Lune     Moore, Ryan 478 Beacon St #4            $770,000 
Cheng, Fang Graham, Philip J         481 Beacon St #34            $848,000  
Astrong Davidson LLC Haydon, C Patrick 54-56 Burbank St #1        $2,760,000 
Astrong Davidson LLC Haydon, C Patrick 54-56 Burbank St #12         $2,760,000
Astrong Davidson LLC Haydon, C Patrick 54-56 Burbank St #17          $2,760,000
Astrong Davidson LLC Haydon, C Patrick 54-56 Burbank St #23           $2,760,000  
Astrong Davidson LLC Haydon, C Patrick 54-56 Burbank St #6            $2,760,000  
SSHRI Pramukhraj Rlty LLC Elliffe, John J        56 Charlesgate E #56B         $440,000  
Yu&Lam 2005 T           Columbus Condo LLC 567 Columbus Ave #1          $1,200,000  
Deweir-Golden, Christopher Celeste, Eleanor S 24 Dwight St #1              $1,150,000  
Mojtahed, Amirkasra      Dejo-Suarez, Gustavo   11 Fayette St #2              $2,255,000  
Rouse Josephine M Est   Rouse Robert M Est     76-100R Gainsborough St #77  $16,000 
Rouse, Mary J         Rouse Robert M Est       87 Gainsborough St #406       $208,000  
Tau Fan RT 2022          Chi, Brian N 700 Harrison Ave #501         $848,000   
Gaines, Jamie R Kelty, Margaret C 35 Milford St #2              $702,200  
Derby, Nicholas       Peabody 4th, Endicott   45-47 Mount Vernon St #45-47   $2,245,000  
Neu, Ryan R Koutrobis, Christos I   27 Rutland St #1              $665,000  
Tirozzi, Karen          Howenstine, Laura M    371 Shawmut Ave             $1,810,000  
86 Exclusive Prop LLC J&D RT              769 Tremont St #1A        $745,000  
Baker RET          131 West Newton St LLC 131 W Newton St               $4,995,000  
Muehlberger, Michael       Lovata, Albert 86 Waltham St #1              $2,899,000 

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Fredberg, Deborah    Silverstein, David W    1 Avery St #35C              $1,615,000  
Crimson Hld LLC Bcec LLC 2 Avery St #PH2A             $11,000,000  
Pasche, Frederick J       Rao, Prabhu K          3 Avery St #509              $645,000  
Michienzi, Andrew      Lucy D Artista 2017 FT   357 Commercial St #216      $760,000  
Shi, Zhengyan Lo, Chih Hua 1 Franklin St #1111        $1,030,000  
Ohri, Anil K            Sheffer, Susan 1 Franklin St #2212      $1,475,000
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*propErty spotlight*
81 BEaCon strEEt, unit Four

4 Bedrooms | 3 Full 1 HalF BatHrooms | 3,300 square Feet

Listed At $7,250,000

*propErty spotlight*
100 BEaCon strEEt, unit six

4 Bedrooms | 4 Full 1 HalF BatHrooms | 4,140 square Feet

Listed At $8,900,000

Beacon

BeauTies!


