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City Council hearing
focuses on citywide
rodent infestations

By Dan Murphy

Ubiquitous rodent infestations
throughout Boston was the topic
at hand during a City Council
hearing held on Thursday, Dec.
8, at City Hall, as well as virtu-
ally.

The meeting, sponsored by
the City Council’s Committee
on City Services and Innovation
Technology, chaired by Council-
or Kenzie Bok, came in response
to two recently filed orders. The
first order, filed by Council Pres-

[og

ident Ed Flynn and Councilors
Liz Breadon and Erin Murphy,
called for a hearing to discuss
pest control in the city. The sec-
ond order, filed by Councilors
Bok and Ruthzee Louijeune,
and Council President Ed Flynn,
called for a hearing to discuss
trash containerization in the city.

Council ~ President  Flynn
described rodent infestations in
his district as the issue he’s likely
focused on the most since joining
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City holds third public meeting
on proposed Longfellow Place

redevelopment

By Dan Murphy

The Boston Planning & Devel-
opment Agency held its third
public meeting on the proposed
Longwood Place redevelopment
via Zoom on Tuesday, Dec. 13.

Skanska USA  Commercial
Development intends to redevel-
op Simmons University’s approx-
imately 5.8 acre residential cam-

pus located at 305 Brookline Ave.
into approximately 1.75 million
gross square feet of residential,
office/laboratory, retail, restau-
rant, commercial, community
space, and parking. The project
would comprise five buildings,
ranging in height from 320 feet
to 170 feet, and replace a cluster

(LONGFELLOW PLACE Pg. 4)
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A rendering of the proposed Longfellow Place redevelopment
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East Berkeley Street Neigborhood Association Board Members Chris Jobnson, Sarah Hutt, Frann Bilus, Ken
Smith, Stuart Rose, Leslie Fine, and John Connolly.
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SELDC again approves
Alexandra Hotel redevelopment

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

Just over three years since it
was first approved, the South
End Landmark District Com-
mission (SELDC) approved the
redevelopment of the old Alex-
andra Hotel once again during
its monthly hearing Tuesday,
Dec. 6.

Wu announces

Special to the Sun

Mayor Michelle Wu has
announced the launch of the
SPACE Grant program in part-
nership with the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity & Inclusion
(OEOI). The program will iden-
tify creative ways to bring people

The development that would
restore the facade of the his-
toric hotel and erect a new
13-story residential building was
approved unanimously by Com-
missioners of the SELDC with
several provisos.

Some of these provisos include
that the applicant and commis-
sion must examine the Alexan-

dra Hotel facade to determine
which parts of the architecture
should be preserved in their cur-
rent condition and which parts
are to be restored or replaced
in its original condition. Future
examinations would then need
to be approved by staff.

(ALEXANDRA HOTEL Pg. 4)

the SPACE Grant program to
help small biz. open new Boston locations

back to major commercial dis-
tricts, revitalize the economy as
we emerge from the pandemic,
and close the racial wealth gap.
Through this program, up to 50
local entrepreneurs will receive
substantial grant funding to
help them open new storefront
businesses in vacant commer-

cial spaces across Boston, with
particular emphasis on major
commercial hubs like Copley,
Downtown, Fenway, and Sea-
port to increase the diversity of
storefront businesses in these
neighborhoods.

(SPACE Grants Pg. 8)
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EDITORIAL

HAPPY HANUKKAH

The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known as the Fes-
tival of Lights, starts this Sunday evening, December 18, and will
culminate on Monday, December 26.

Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days by lighting the
candles of the Menorah, one on each day of the eight-day celebration.
(The Menorah itself consists of nine candles, one of which typically
stands above the rest and is used to light the other eight.)

Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees -- a group
of fierce warriors who used guerilla tactics against an occupying army
-- in 166 BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish people from
the Greek-based rulers who essentially had outlawed the Jewish reli-
gion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city of Jerusalem,
they quickly entered the Holy Temple, tossing out the images of the
Greek gods that had been installed there by the occupying rulers.
When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah candles in the Tem-
ple, they thought they only had one day’s worth of oil. However, the
candles remained lit for eight days -- hence the miracle of the Festival
of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, marked
by gatherings of friends and families and the playing of traditional
games such as the dreidel and eating traditional -- and delicious! --
foods such as latkes.

We want to take the opportunity to wish our friends and readers
of the Jewish community a happy, healthy, and joyful Hanukkah sea-
son.

LET’S GO, MOROCCO!

Even those who have been casually following the World Cup for
the past few weeks are aware of the amazing run by Morocco, a team
that has ignited the imagination of sports fans around the world after
knocking off two European powerhouses, Spain and Portugal, this
past week en route to becoming the first team from Africa ever to
reach the cup’s semi-final round.

The most-inspiring aspect of Morocco’s ascent to the Final Four
of the World Cup is that unlike many of the other teams, who are
led by superstars such as Messi, Mbappe, Ronaldo, or Harry Kane,
the Moroccans do not rely on one man to win. Their unselfish play
and team defense (the Atlas Lions have conceded only one goal in the
tournament, and that was an own goal) epitomize the notion of what
the “beautiful game” is all about -- 11 players working in sync and
harmony to vanquish more highly-regarded opponents.

Morocco’s success is a life-lesson not just for aspiring athletes, but
for all of us in whatever endeavor we undertake.

Morocco’s next contest is this Wednesday at 2:00 EST when they
take on defending world champion France in what promises to be the
Moroccans’ most challenging contest of the tourney.

We know we join with sports fans everywhere who love to root
for the underdog in wishing the Moroccan team and their fans good
luck -- h’ad saaid!

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit letters for space
and clarity. We regret that we cannot publish unsigned letters. Please include
your street and telephone number with your submission. The Independent
Newspaper Group publishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor as
a forum for readers to express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please
note that the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The Independent
Newspaper Group. Text or attachments emailed to editor@reverejournal.com are

preferred.

# YOU DONT HAVE TO
i TELL ME WHAT YOU
WANT THIS YEAR —

‘ T ALREADY BOUGHT

k“ THAT INFORMATION FROM
FACEBOOK .

GUEST Opr-ED

Celine Dion, Kirstie Alley, Christmas, good news and bad

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Award winning actress Kirstie
Alley was diagnosed with cancer
shortly before her untimely death
at the young age of 71. Grammy
award winning Celine Dion has
recently been diagnosed with a
neurological disease called Stiff
Person Syndrome. The disease
attacks about one in a million
and is a very debilitating dis-
ease. She is 54 years old.

Disease, death and bad news
can attack anyone at any age and
none of us are immune.

Good news came to Britney
Griner who spent 10 months in a
Russian prison for allegedly hav-
ing hashish oil in her suitcase at a
Moscow airport. She was recent-
ly released and is now back in
the United States. The Bad news
is that arms dealer Victor Bout
who smuggled millions of weap-
ons to the Middle East, Eastern
Europe and Africa was released
from prison in exchange for Gri-
ner’s release.

Paul Whelan a former United
States marine received bad news
in that he is still being held in a
Russian prison accused of spy-
ing. Russia is apparently holding
onto him for another deal with
the United States. It’s tragic that
he wasn’t released with Griner.

Please stay out of Russia,
North Korea, Iran and China.
There are other places to avoid
as well but there are plenty of
nice places to visit.

My deceased wife was 37
when she received the bad news
that she had multiple sclerosis.
The diagnosis was very bad news
and Karen died one day at a time
for 12 years. The last four years
of her life she could do nothing.
She required 24-hour care. She
became a person trapped inside
a body. She died at the age of 49.
The toll that such a disease took
on our family and my young
sons was severe. Such an illness
changes the lives of the entire
family. Everyone to some extent
is involved in the caregiving and
are changed by the emotion-
al drain of sickness and death.
However, no one suffers as much
as the person struggling with the
disease.

Such life struggles play havoc
with holidays such as Christmas.
Our family never had a normal
Christmas for at least 12 years.
However, it became our new nor-
mal.

Jesus is good news at Christ-
mas. He was bad news to King
Herod of Judea. Herod was a
mental illness case who ordered
the death of all male babies two

years old and under in the vicin-
ity of Bethlehem. He hoped to
eliminate Jesus because wise men
from the East had come to wor-
ship him.

We must pray for the fami-
lies of Kirstie Alley, Celine Dion
and Paul Whelan and many oth-
ers. These families are suffering.
Fame and fortune never provide
a way of escaping bad news
and the results of bad news. We
should also pray for one another
and rejoice with any good news
that comes each other’s way.

We are all sojourners in this
life. The message of Christmas is
a Savior is born, Christ the Lord,
peace on earth and good will
toward all.

May good news find its way to
you this season of the year and
may we all with God’s grace be
there for each other when the
news is not so good.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty
Torch and various other pub-
lishing imprints; a national col-
umnist — American Issues and
Common Sense opinions, anal-
ysis, stories and features appear
each week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs across
the United States.
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First Night Boston expands: Annual celebration returns to Copley Square, adds second day

Special to the Sun

First Night Boston, New
England’s largest New Year’s Eve
party, returns to celebrate the
start of 2023 in Boston’s Back
Bay. The free and family-friendly
event runs from 12:00 p.m. on
Saturday, December 31, 2022
through 12:30 a.m. on Saturday,
January 1, 2023, and resumes on
New Year’s Day with live perfor-
mances in Copley Square from
11:00 a.m. to 1:40 p.m. The
event features a wide range of
local musicians, artists, and per-
formers at indoor and outdoor
venues through the Back Bay.

Annually uniting hundreds of
thousands of Boston’s visitors

and residents, First Night brings
dazzling ice sculptures, the “First
Night Boston Parade”, a laser
and pyrotechnic show, and two
sets of fireworks to excited audi-
ences. Local performers will step
into the spotlights at Boston Pub-
lic Library, Copley Place, Bos-
ton Common, and surrounding
churches. From organ concerts
to hip-hop, country music to fig-
ure skating, a full schedule and
event details are now available at
www.firstnightboston.org.

New for 2023, the event’s
main stage in Copley Square will
move across the park to the front
of Boston Public Library. Dart-
mouth Street will be closed to

vehicle traffic between St. James
St. and Boylston St. during the
hours of the event. The ice sculp-
ture pavilion will be centrally set
in front of Trinity Church, and
built to honor the 250th anniver-
sary of the Boston Tea Party.
Steeped in tradition, the
world’s  longest-running  First
Night celebration showcases the
beauty of Boston and its per-
formers in a night of light, music,
and ice. Among the event’s lead-
ing sponsors are the Greater
Boston Visitors and Convention
Bureau, Mass General Brigham,
Amazon, and the Massachusetts
Convention Center Authority.
Interested donors are invited to

visit  www.firstnightboston.org,
where donations of any amount
can be easily made.

For more information on
First Night Boston 2023 please
visit www.FirstNightBoston.org
or follow on Facebook, @First-
Night on Twitter, @firstnightbos-
ton on Instagram, or follow the
conversation using #FirstNight-
Boston.

First Night Boston is a proj-
ect of Boston Celebrations, Inc.
Boston Celebrations is a 501 (C)
(3) non-profit organization that
hosts the annual New Year’s Eve
celebration in the city of Boston.
The citywide celebration features
family-friendly traditions such as

a parade down Boylston Street;
handcrafted ice sculptures; per-
formances from local musi-
cians and artists, and of course,
the highly anticipated “Copley
Countdown” to the New Year,
that kicks off the much-antici-
pated spectacular midnight pyro-
technic show. Family friendly
entertainment options will be
offered at Boston Public Library,
at Old South Church, Trini-
ty Church, the First Church of
Christ, Scientist, and the Copley
Place Mall. All First Night Bos-
ton activities are free and open to
the public. For more information
and a list of events, visit www.
firstnightboston.org.

INFESTATIONS (from pg. 1)

the City Council six years ago.

“It’s a significant quality of life
and a significant public health
issue that could cause people to
move out of the city,” said Coun-
cil President Flynn, who rep-
resents District 2.

At-large Councilor Murphy,
now in her first year on the job,
echoed Councilor Flynn’s senti-
ments, saying rodent infestations
are “in every neighborhood, even
if construction isn’t going on.”

Likewise, Councilor = Bok
described the city’s rodent prob-
lem as “a critical public health
issue and one of the most basic
things about city services.”

The problem, said Councilor
Bok, is exacerbated by a couple
of factors. First, in parts of the
city like Beacon Hill, there isn’t
adequate room for large trash
barrels to be left on the side-
walk or inside homes. Another
factor, she said, is that since the
city changed the trash pickup
time from 7 a.m. to 6 a.m., res-
idents often leave their trash out
overnight; that issue has been
compounded with trucks coming
later in the day to pick up trash,
creating “longer “windows” of
trash left on the street, she added.

“Leaving thin plastic bags out
for 24 hours, which is the status
quo, isn’t a workable solution,”
said Councilor Bok, who recom-
mended scheduling trash pickup
for late morning so that residents
“wouldn’t have any excuse for
leaving it out the night before.”

Diana Coldren, a 22-year res-
ident of Beacon Hill who has
been active in recycling and trash
efforts in the neighborhood since
2009, said in her public testi-
mony that “the rodent issue is
probably the number-one qual-

ity-of-life issue right now in the
city and definitely on Beacon
Hill.”

Coldren recently started an
online petition urging the city
to adopt an 8 a.m. pickup time
on Mondays and Fridays for
trash and recyclables on Beacon
Hill, as well as to mandate same
day-placement of trash for pick-
up by residents. Trash and recy-
clables are now picked up in the
neighborhood on Mondays and
Fridays at 6 a.m. The petition
can be found at https:/www.
change.org/p/stop-the-rat-buf-
fet-in-beacon-hill?recruit-
er=10039145&recruited
by_id=a29¢1¢80-5b31-0130-
25de-3¢c764e0455b2&utm_
source=share_petition&utm_
campaign=share_for_starters_
page&utm_medium=copylink.

Scan me with your smartphone
camera to go to check out the
petition on your device.

“I think this will really cause
a reduction, maybe even an
acceptable number, of rats in the
neighborhood,” Coldren said of
same-day trash pickup. She also
recommended that trash be first
removed from Charles Street,
where it would be most visible to
tourists and shoppers.

Moreover, Coldren asked if

the city is considering any other
types of rodent prevention, such
as ContraPest— a birth control
product for rodents used in
Washington, D.C. She also urged
resident to call or text 3-1-1 to
notify the city of any rat sightings

Dennis Roache, assistant
superintendent of waste reduc-
tion for Boston Public Works, as
well as a panelist at the hearing,
said, “There’s no regulation for
storing trash on the sidewalk, so
we’ve been trying to educate peo-
ple over the last six months or so
to containerize it.”

The city launched its “first
pilot in containerization” on July
1, said Roache, when 10,000
registered for the newly created
composting program. It has since
proven so successful that 7,000
residents are already on the wait-
ing list for the “next rollout” on
July 1, 2023, he said.

Roache said he expects the
composting program would be a
“very effective tool” for depriv-
ing rodents of their food source,
but he added that rodents also
feast on dog waste and on feed
from birdfeeders.

As for the results of the city
changing the trash pickup time to
6 a.m. from 7 a.m. per the terms
of the five-year, $28 million con-
tract that it entered into with
East Boston-based Capitol Waste
Services on July 1, 2019, Roache
said, “I don’t think it’s gotten the
results the city wanted.”

John Ulrich, assistant com-
missioner of environmental ser-
vices for the Inspectional Services
Department, as well as a panel-
ist, said, “Over the last couple
of months, we’ve increased night
trappings and baitings, applied
over 500 ponds of dry ice, and

deployed the use of our Burrow-
RX [rodent control] machine.”

Ulrich added that the city has
been looking at data related to
rodents, and that ISD plans to
hire two more inspects to bring
its staff to full capacity. A “trash
fellow,” funded by Public Works,
will also be hired in the near
future, he said.

The city has also had conver-
sations with Modern Pest Ser-
vices, the Woburn company that
worked with the City of Somer-
ville earlier this year to deploy
50 SMART boxes described
as “non-toxic, industrial-grade
traps that catch rodents above
ground and provide real-time
data for proactive pest control.”

Asked what parts of Boston
see the most rodent activity,
Ulrich pointed to the down-
town neighborhoods and added
that Brighton has also seen an
increase in respect to commercial
trash.

On a related note, Roache
said that fines levied to landlords
for improper trash storage have
done little to deter the issue as
“bad actor” landlords simply
allow their fees to pile up.

Parker James, a longtime
Marlborough  Street resident,
said he supports the idea of the
city launching a trash contain-
erization pilot, but he added,
“There might not be s single
solution. We might need to try
different things.”

One outside-the-box solution,
according to James, was the con-
struction of a “feral cat house”
in Chelsea. The windproof struc-
ture, deigned Dan and Marie
Law Adams of the Landing Stu-
dio of Somerville, is elevated in
the trees to provide shelter for the

feral cats that previously resided
in a Chelsea junkyard, where
they feasted on the rodents living
there, said James.

Another longtime Marlbor-
ough Street resident, Conrad
Armstrong, said the city needed
to make exceptions for dense
neighborhoods like the Back Bay,
where residential buildings don’t
have trash pickup in the alley, in
addition to having no rear yards
or interior space to store trash.
In these cases, he recommended
that the city deploy “hard, plastic
rollable [trash] bins” that would
be “essentially left on the side-
walks at all times.”

Armstrong also asked if the
city could notify residents via
text of the approximate time
when their trash would be picked
up to limit the period of time that
trash is left out.

Alexandra Crevon, who rep-
resents the residents of 425-427
Marlborough St., requessted that
trash be removed from Marlbor-
ough Street, which, she said, is
the only street in the Back Bay
where trash is collected from the
street, as opposed to from the
back alleys. She suggested the use
of locked trash containers acces-
sible to residents and the city and
offered the use of her block for a
pilot program.

Councilor Bok, meanwhile,
underscored the urgency for
the city to address the ongo-
ing rodent problem before the
current trash removal contract
expires.

“We can’t wait 18 months [for
the city’s existing trash removal
contrast to expire] so anything
we can attempt together we real-
ly, really need to be doing,” said
Councilor Bok.
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ALEXANDRA HOTEL (from pg. 1)

Staff will also review the
development’s exterior fagade
lighting plan, and no additional
floors will be approved, among
other provisos.

Although the project, as pre-
viously mentioned, was unani-
mously approved, the commis-
sioners identified just how diffi-
cult it was to finally decide on the
redevelopment.

“This is probably one of the
most difficult applications I have
faced in 26 years. Mostly because
no matter how we vote, some-
thing important will be compro-
mised, and I think only history
will be the judge if whether or
not we succeeded here,” said
Commissioner John Amodeo.

“There are people who are
going to be unhappy and peo-
ple who will be happy no matter
what we do; it’s just the way it
is, and it’s tough,” said Commis-
sioner Catherine Hunt.

Over the years that this pro-
posed development has been in
the works, it has gained signifi-

cant support from residents, and
the public comment portion of
the Dec. 6 meeting reinforced
that notion.

State Representative Jon San-
tiago voiced his support for the
project, referencing how his con-
stituents in the South End and
lower Roxbury have reacted to
the redevelopment.

“This is a project that many
of us in the South End and lower
Roxbury have been advocating
for, as we said here, for a number
of years,” said Santiago.

“Throughout it all, there has
been a significant amount of
community support — one that
I would argue has grown over
time.”

District Seven City Councilor
Tania Fernandes Anderson also
indicated how much support this
project has gotten and voiced her
support for the development.

“I’d like to go on record in
support based on the feedback
and all of the letters that I have
documented and all of the meet-

ings and commentary from the
public,” said Anderson.

While elected officials Santi-
ago and Anderson summarized
a public comment session that
included massive support, some
opposed the project.

One of those detractors was
Carol Streiff, who was not a fan
of the project and pondered how
it would be viewed in the future.

“I know that the votes are
going to go against me — I am
well aware of that. All T can say
is that it is with great sadness
that I will come away from this
meeting tonight because I know
that 50 years from now, people
are going to look at that awful
glass tower on top of that beauti-
ful building, and they’re going to
wonder — what in the world were
we thinking of here in Boston,”
said Streiff.

Connie Forbes of the Gar-
rison-Trotter Neighborhood
Association (GTNA) was also in
opposition to the project due to
procedural issues and what prec-

edent a 13-story building could
set for the area.

“I want to get it on the record
that there are policies and proce-
dures that are being violated, and
once you do that — you remove
that cap of 70 feet — be aware
that I don’t know if you can put
that cap or that genie back in the
bottle,” said Forbes.

Forbes’ concerns about prec-
edent regarding the height of
the development seem valid, as
commissioners  John Freeman
and Amodeo mentioned they
were not that keen on a 13-story
building in the area.

However, even with those feel-
ings, the SELDC did not sound
too concerned that approval of
the project would allow devel-
opers to run rampant with the
height of future developments.

Amodeo referenced extenuat-
ing circumstances explicitly out-
lined in an October 2019 design
approval letter that he explained
would be “virtually impossible”
to replicate in the South End,

making it difficult for other
developments to use the Alexan-
dra Hotel project as a precedent.

Some of the circumstances
mentioned include the deterio-
ration and abandonment of the
building for over 50 years, failed
redevelopment plans in the past,
and the immense support of the
current project from the com-
munities of the South End and
Roxbury.

As part of the provisos in the
SELDC’s approval of the proj-
ect, the circumstances that serve
to avoid setting a precedent still
stand and could be updated.

“We are working very hard to
ensure that there is no precedent
being set by any approval,” said
Amodeo.

As for the project’s future, it
has essentially been approved in
concept as it will still be subject
to an ongoing process of reviews
concerning the building, its
design, and the preservation of
the Alexandra Hotel fagade.

LONGFELLOW PLACE (from pg. 1)

of brick dormitory buildings that
currently occupies the site.

If this project is approved,
it would kick off following the
completion of Simmons’ new,
21-story Living and Learning
Center on Avenue Louis Pas-
teur, which will provide athletics
space, a dining hall, and approxi-
mately 1,100 dormitory beds.

“If this (development project)
isn’t possible, then Simmons isn’t
possible,” said Laura Pisinski,
the university’s vice president of
real estate development and facil-
ities management, of the Long-
fellow Project.

Carolyn Desmond, Skanska
USA’s vice president of develop-
ment, said in response to com-
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munity feedback, the project
has increased from 10 percent
to 20 percent resident and now
includes 388 dwelling units that
would range from studios to
three-bedroom apartments.

Also, 20 percent of on-site
housing will now be affordable,
she said.

While the project as proposed
would cast “limited” new shad-
ow on the Emerald Necklace,
Desmond said this is necessary
for the project to achieve all of
its potential community benefits.

Among the promised com-
munity benefits of the project
is the creation of a minimum
two-story, 5,000 square-foot
open public space directly adja-

cent to the Main Heart as part of
Building 1, said Victor Vizgatis,
a senior principal and architect
with Skanska, who added this
provision would be codified into
the PDA (Planned Development
Area).

Building 2, meanwhile, is
mandated to include “an interior
public space serving as an acces-
sible public passage between
the Central Connector and the
Passive Green,” said Vizgatis,
while “Building 4 must provide a
two-story, covered exterior patio
adjacent to the Main Heart, at
the end of the Central Connec-
tor.”

The project’s promised com-
munity benefits, according to
Desmond, also include a $12
commitment to public-realm
improvements, including a $7
million for endowment to sup-
port long-term improvements,
maintenance, and operations in
and around the Emerald Neck-
lace.

The project would also create
2.8 acres of publicly accessible
on-site open space, including
a 12,500 square-foot passive
green on Pilgrim Road and a
35,000 square-foot open space
on Brookline Avenue.

Additionally, the developer has
pledged to contribute $8 million

for public-realm improvements
along Brookline Avenue, Pilgrim
Road, and Short Street, as well
as an additional $4 million con-
tribution for transportation and
infrastructure improvements.

Adam Shulman, a longtime
neighborhood resident and direct
abutter to the project, as well as
a member of the project’s Impact
Advisory Group (IAG), spoke in
favor of the project.

Shulman said that he believes
the project has “come a long way
since [it] was first proposed,”
and that Skanska has been very
responsive to the community’s
concerns throughout the process.

Moreover, Shulman applaud-
ed the project for “breaking
up the Superblock,” which, he
believes, will result in making the
area “less of a gated communi-
ty.”

Kathleen McBride, a 30-plus
year resident and homeowner
in the Fenway, said she believes
there’s a “win-win solution with
acceptable heights that wouldn’t
put the Emerald Necklace in
jeopardy.”

“We need to protect our
assets, and we need the city to
step up and protect the Emerald
Necklace,” said McBride. “Pub-
lic parks are for everyone. They
are the great equalizer. I do not

support any sacrifices of public
parks for private land gains.”

Likewise, Freddie Veikley of
the Fenway said she believes that
much of the open space that the
project proposes is “wasted” and
“redundant.”

“I don’t think it’s a very pro-
ductive design of open space and
think that [the open space] could
be used for structures to result
in decreased building height,”
said Veikley, who described the
project’s potential impact on the
Emerald Necklace as “a private
developer harming a protected
public space.”

Meanwhile, another Fen-
way resident, Steve Wolf, wrote
in the meeting chat: “No one
has opposed the project and its
promised benefits. Folks have
opposed particular impacts on
public parklands that fall entirely
within the control of the devel-
oper and could be resolved with-
out scuttling the project.”

To learn more about the proj-
ect or submit public comments,
visit the BPDA’s project website
at https://www.bostonplans.org/
projects/development-projects/
longwood-place. Public com-
ments can also be submitted
via email to Sarah Black, BPDA
project manager, at sarah.black@
boston.gov.
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Coalition for a Truly Affordable Boston praise Boston City Council for
unanimously passing resolution calling for immediate action on IDP

Special to the Sun

At the December 8, 2022 Bos-
ton City Council meeting, lead
sponsors  Councilors  Kendra
Lara, Ruthzee Louijeune, and Liz
Breadon introduced a resolution
calling for immediate action to
improve the Inclusionary Devel-
opment Policy (IDP) to remedy
Boston’s affordable housing cri-
sis.

Several councilors signed on
to support the resolution: Coun-
cilors Arroyo, Bok, Coletta,
Fernandes Anderson, Flaherty,
Mejia, Murphy, and Flynn; and
the resolution passed unani-
mously.

The resolution asks for two
immediate changes to IDP:

1 Lower the  10-unit
threshold so that new construc-
tion of 5-9 unit buildings are
included; and

2 Decrease the income
limit for rental units from 70%
AMI to an average of 40% AMI,
and decrease the limit for owner-
ship units from 80-100% AMI to
50-100% AMLI, so that the IDP
units are truly affordable.

The Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing and Boston Planning and
Development Agency hired a
consultant to complete a feasi-
bility study, which will inform
an overhaul of IDP, and codify
the policy in Boston’s Zoning
Code (currently IDP exists as an
executive order). CTAB and Bos-
ton City Council are asking for
Mayor Wu to make immediate
changes with an updated execu-
tive order while the study is com-
pleted and an updated policy is
formed. It could take until next
summer for a policy overhaul;
meanwhile, development con-
tinues at breakneck speed. With-
out immediate changes to IDP,
Boston’s residents will continue

to miss out on opportunities for
affordable housing.

The Coalition for a Truly
Affordable Boston (CTAB) has
advocated for updates to IDP
since 2017. That advocacy has
included: organizing to pass a
state law that gives the City of
Boston more flexibility to reform
IDP and to add it to the Boston
zoning code; delivering 1000+
postcards to the Mayor and
other City officials; and testi-
fying at City Council hearings
and meetings about the need for
increased IDP.

“This resolution is ultimately
a call to action to the adminis-
tration... we’re a year in, and
we haven’t received an updated
timeline to the reform for the
Inclusionary Development Poli-
cy from the administration” said
Councilor Kendra Lara at the
Boston City Council meeting.

“We see evictions are increas-
ing, income inequality is an issue,
of course, and we have peo-
ple day in and day out moving
out of the city because it is too
expensive. And so this is one of
the tools that we have squarely
within our toolbox as a City to
try to help affordability” added
Councilor Ruthzee Louijeune at
the Boston City Council meeting.

In this housing crisis, we have
an urgent need to use all tools
available to increase the stock
of affordable housing across the
city. We are proud of the city
using public land for public good
in requiring deeply affordable
rental housing on public land in
Roxbury’s Nubian Square. We
need changes to IDP policy to
create more affordable housing
city wide in new developments-
as soon as possible.” says Arma-
ni White Reclaim Roxbury Exec-
utive Director. Reclaim Roxbury

Proudly sponsored by The Patrdn Spirits Company.

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOV

is a founding member of the
Coalition for Truly affordable
housing.

“Luxury developments have
been pricing low income, Black,
Brown and BIPOC communities
out of Boston neighborhoods
for a long time. Thank you City
Councilors  for unanimously
passing a resolution urging the
Wu administration to strengthen
the Inclusionary Development
Policy. Truly affordable stan-
dards for IDP are long overdue
and we hope the Wu adminis-
tration will act quickly to lower
the threshold of units to trigger
inclusionary development and
deepen the AMIs for rental and
home ownership units. We look
forward to continuing our rela-
tionship with the Mayor and her
housing team to build affordable
housing to meet the need for Bos-
tonians today.” said Markeisha
Moore, organizer with Dorches-
ter Not For Sale.

About CTAB

The Coalition for a Truly
Affordable Boston (CTAB) has
identified the following ways to
strengthen the IDP, to benefit
those most impacted by racism
and the displacement crisis.

1 Increase the affordabili-

ty requirement to one-third. The
City must increase the percent-
age, so that 33% (or one-third)
of units are affordable.

2 Deepen the affordabili-
ty of the affordable units. Rent-
al units should be affordable at
an average of 40% AMI, within
a range of 30% to 70% AMIL
Ownership units (condos) should
be affordable at a range of 50%
to 100% AMI.

3 Lower the  10-unit
threshold. Right now develop-
ers only have to build affordable
units if their development is 10
units or larger. Many developers
have built multiple 9-unit proj-
ects to get around the affordabil-
ity requirement.

4 Ensure that affordable
units are permanently affordable.
Right now affordable units stay
affordable for 5 years.

5 Increase the number of
family-sized units. 80% of IDP
units should be 2, 3, and 4+ bed-
rooms.

The Coalition for a Truly
Affordable Boston is made up of
over 20 housing justice organiza-
tions to advocate for a stronger
Inclusionary Development Policy
to build a truly affordable Bos-
ton. Coalition members include:

e Action for Equity

e Allston/Brighton CDC

e Asian American Resource
Workshop

® Boston Tenant Coalition

e Chinatown Community
Land Trust

e Chinese Progressive Associ-
ation

* Dot Not 4 Sale

¢ Fenway CDC

e Greater Bowdoin Geneva
Neighborhood Association

e Greater Four Corners Action
Coalition

® Homes for Families

e Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council

e Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Development Corporation

e Jamaica Plain Progressives

e Keep It 100 for Real Afford-
able Housing and Racial Justice

e Mass Affordable Housing
Alliance

e Mass Alliance of HUD Ten-
ants

e Mass Coalition for the
Homeless

® Mass Senior Action Council

® New England United 4 Jus-
tice

e Project RIGHT

e Reclaim Roxbury

e Right To The City Boston

e South Boston en Accién

e Urban Edge

BH-S

BEACON HILL SEMINARS

Learning never gets old.

Seminar topics include:
Art, Economics,
Environment, History,
Literature, Music,
Politics, Religion
Science

A Community of Shared Learning

Online and In-Person Classes in historic venues in
Back Bay and Beacon Hill.

https://beaconhillseminars.org
email: info@beaconhillseminars.org

telephone: 617 523 0970
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EAST BERKELY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION HOLIDAY PARTY AT JJ FOLEY’S

its Holiday Party at JJ Folley's.
= Neigborhors gathered to catch
The East Berkeley Street up with each other and relax at

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

Ken Smith, former President of the Association for 6 years, speaks. He is moving abroad and gave a heartfelt
farewell to his neigborbors before his new adventure begins.

HOME HEALTH AIDES ' p
PERSONAL CARE
ASSISTANTS
RECREATION ASSISTANTS
DRIVERS
NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPIST

RECREATION THERAPIST e A B — ¥ \ N T S, ¢,
DIETARY AIDES ' _ & _5 - ! ¥ ¥

Join us in improving the lives of seniors
in our community

/ New Pay Rates
Visit us at / Sign-on Bonuses
careers.ebnhc.org / Full Benefits Package
to learn about our

. Including:
fantastic benefits!

» Medical and dental
coverage

- Life and disability
insurance

If you have questions,
please call: 617-568-4480.

« 401(K) retirement plan
- Educational assistance

- Flexible spending and
transportation accounts

« Paid holidays, vacations,
sick, and personal time

- Free parking
And much more...

TOP PLACES
TO WORK
EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

Neighborhood PACE e " p
— 7

East Berkeley Street Neigborhood Association President Leslie Fine speaks, reviewing the accomplishments the
Association has achieved in 2022.
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Latest MBTA bus redesign forum looks at equity

By Adam Swift

The MBTAs Bus Network
Redesign meets almost all stan-
dards for equity under the feder-
al Civil Rights Act according to
T officials.

Last week, the MBTA held an
online forum on equity implica-
tions of its proposed Bus Net-
work Redesign project, including
an analysis of how it squares
with Title VI of the federal Civil
Rights Act.

The MBTA released an initial
draft of system-wide changes in
May, and during the summer,
incorporated public input into a
revised draft of the plan. The T
ended up making changes to 85
of the 133 proposed route chang-
es from the May draft, while still
increasing service by 25 percent
across the network.

“There  are  distinctions
between equity and Title VI,”
said Justin Antos, the MBTA’s
senior director of bus transfor-
mation. “We are officially here to
talk about the Title VI findings of
the bus network redesign, which
is a legal requirement. More
broadly, we want to speak about
how this project pursued the
spirit of equity from the start.”

Over the past two years, as
part of the redesign initiative,
Antos said the MBTA has been
listening to riders about what
makes good bus service. From
those efforts, Antos said four
main themes arose — the need to
get someplace when riders want
to get there, frequency and reli-
ability of service, service being
easy to understand, and the need
to serve the people who need bus
service the most.

The equity analysis and work
focuses on that last point of serv-
ing the people who need it most,

Antos said.

Using anonymous cellphone
data and surveys, Antos said the
MBTA was able to determine
how people actually travel and
went into understanding how
low-income people and people of
color travel in all parts of the bus
network.

“This redesign is based on the
best information we’ve ever had
on how low-income residents
and people of color travel,” said
Antos. “It allows us to prioritize
trips made by these groups twice
as much ... and it also ensures
that the new service proposed
represents  everyone whether
they had time to participate in
outreach or not, or if they were
using the T or not.”

As a result, Antos said the
redesigned bus network brings
high frequency service, defined
as a bus leaving a stop every 15
minutes, to 95,000 more minori-
ty residents across the Boston
region and to another 29,000
low-income households.

“We started out this project
leading with equity and to fill
gaps in transit service in our bus
network for people who need it
the most,” said Antos. “We used
good data on our equity pop-
ulations, we weighed our deci-
sions toward these populations,
and these results you see bring
more and better service to these
groups.”

Melissa Dullea, the MBTA’s
senior director of service plan-
ning and equity monitoring, said
the T performs an annual report
looking at service availability
and quality standards, including
span frequency, reliability, com-
fort, and network quality.

“Fach standard has an equity
check, where we check the per-

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$150.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

formance of the overall network
against our standards and then
the performance for low-income
riders and riders of color to check
for differences,” said Dullea.

Steven Povich, the T’s fare pol-
icy and analytics director, said
the Title VI equity analysis looks
at equity in accordance with the
Civil Rights Act and with guid-
ance from the federal govern-
ment.

“We are really asking two
questions with these analyses,”
said Povich. “On the service side,
we ask how does the change in
the amount of service provided
to the protected population com-
pare to the change for all other
riders.”

The analysis also looks at how
the change in the average fare
paid by protected populations
compares to all riders.

“It’s a relatively technical
exercise and we work with the
Central Transportation Plan-
ning Staff on this analysis,” said
Povich. The analysis looks at 12
ratios for service between the
protected populations and the
general ridership.

Povich said 11 of the 12 ratios
show there is not a potential dis-
parate impact or disparate bur-
den on minority or low-income
riders. The single ratio that did
not meet the minimum metric is
a relatively weak measure that

CELEBRATE

will likely be changed for future
analysis, Povich said.

During the question and
answer portion of the forum,
there were some questions raised
about changes to specific bus
routes, as well as some more sys-
temic concerns about the public

not being involved in the redesign
at the beginning of the process.

When it came to route con-
cerns, MBTA officials said they
would pass on the issues that
were raised, but steered the con-
versation back to the main topic
of the forum.

S R
$444 4044

MEET ME
IN THE CITY

Make merry with your city's
vibrant and diverse restaurants,

shops, and events. Explore at
allinclusivebos.com.

REN
INCLUSIVE
Mkl

Christmas

Saturday, December 24

Masses for Christmas Eve
*4:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 25
Mass for Christmas Day
*9:30 a.m.

Saint Cecilia Parish is a welcoming and vibrant
Catholic faith community in the heart of the City of
Boston. We are a diverse people united in our shared
faith. We are concerned about our neighbors and are
committed to issues of peace, justice, and service to
those near and far. Above all, we are a community of
prayer. We invite you to come and be a part of our life
as we journey in God and toward God. You will receive

a warm welcome here.

*The 4:00 & 9:30 Masses will also be live-streamed.
Visit our website for links to the livestream.

CITY of BOSTON

at Saint Cecilia Church

18 Belvidere Street | Boston | 617 536 4548 | www.stceciliaboston.org
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COURTESY OF CHESTNUTS FRIENDS OVER FIFTY

CFOF members taking a tour of the Boston Athenaeum during a special event on the morning of Tuesday,

Dec. 6.

Friends—for different
seasons and reasons—
make life better

Special to the Sun

Everyone knows friends make
life better. The year 2022 was
made better by the incorporation
of a nonprofit women’s friend-
ship group, Chestnuts Friends
Over Fifty (CFOF). It was orig-
inally conceived in 2016 by res-
idents Martha McAllister and
Pat Carucci and was designed

as a way for the older woman in
our community to connect with
others with common interests. It
filled a need, and the Chestnut
group grew very quickly. Today,
the group has over 125 members
who live in Beacon Hill, Back
Bay, and other parts of Boston.
Women’s friendships form

(CHEesTNUT FRIENDS Pg. 9)

SPACE GRANTS (from pg. 1)

The SPACE (Supporting Pan-
demic  Affected Community
Enterprises) Grant program will
provide grants of up to $200,000
over a three-year period to subsi-
dize rents, upfront capital costs,
and necessary infrastructure to
help local, small, diverse busi-
nesses seeking to fill vacant store-
fronts. The City plans to collab-
orate with MassDevelopment,
Massachusetts Growth Capital
Corporation, Downtown Bos-
ton BID, Main Streets, local
commercial banks and CDFlIs,
and property owners to ensure
that participating small business
owners have access to additional
financial resources and assistance
to open and thrive in their new
locations. The City expects the
first cohort will include approx-
imately 10-15 businesses.

"The SPACE grant program
is critical to bolstering our local
economy and will help local,
small, diverse businesses open
new locations across our neigh-
borhoods,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “This grant program
addresses commercial vacancies

by connecting entrepreneurs with
crucial support and the chance to
grow. I'm thrilled to launch this
program and grateful to our Eco-
nomic Opportunity & Inclusion
Cabinet and all of our partners
for their critical work to ensure
that Boston's thriving, inclusive
and equitable for all."

OEOI has received prelim-
inary interest from a range of
entrepreneurs through a recent
survey and the Boston Main
Streets. This initiative will prior-
itize helping Boston small busi-
nesses that were most affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic, which
includes, but is not limited to:

* Arts, creative economy, and
entertainment;

e Childcare;

e Fitness, recreation, wellness;

® Food service and production;

e Laundry services;

* Repair and maintenance;

e Restaurants; and

® Retail

The SPACE Grant program
is funded by a $9 million invest-
ment from the federal American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to aid in

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ
REeAL ESsTATE

AL

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

OO

il
T

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

OO

Sales

121 Mt. Vernon Street ® Boston, Massachusetts 02108
www.brewberk.com

617.367.0505

Rentals

Boston's local economic recov-
ery, and will support both entre-
preneurs looking to open their
first brick and mortar storefront
business, as well as current small
businesses in the City of Boston
looking to expand to new loca-
tions within the city.

Grantees will be matched with
technical assistance providers
that are part of OEOI’s Small
Business Technical Assistance
Program to set them up for suc-
cess. In addition, grantees will
benefit from workshops and one-
on-one coaching to guide them
through the operational steps of
opening a new storefront loca-
tion. These skills will include
lease negotiation and other legal
support, financial, marketing, or
other areas of expertise. To assist
interested entrepreneurs, OEOI
will hold a virtual workshop in
mid-January 2023 focused on
how to write a business plan for
entrepreneurs. For more infor-
mation, sign up for the City’s
small business e-newsletter.

“The SPACE Grant program is
a direct response to the immense
need for innovative ways to fill
storefront vacancies and bring
vitality to our neighborhoods
that we heard from business
owners on the ground, wheth-
er through our weekly Main
Streets walks, surveys, or our
one-on-one engagement,” said
Segun Idowu, Chief of Econom-
ic Opportunity and Inclusion.
“I am grateful to our team and
our partners who built this pro-
gram, and am happy to launch
an effort that will bring about a
more robust economy and great-
er diversity to our city.”

Businesses can apply to the
SPACE Grant program online at:
boston.gov/space-grant.  Appli-
cations are available in multiple

languages.
First cohort application dead-
line: February 17, 2023
Grantees chosen: April 2023

Eligibility:

Applicants must meet the fol-
lowing criteria to be considered
for a SPACE Grant:

e Business must be incorpo-
rated in a Qualified Census Tract
OR one of the prioritized busi-
ness industries mentioned above.

e Business must have fewer
than twenty-five (25) employ-
ees (not including the business
owner).

e Business owners must pro-
vide proof of a Boston business
address (e.g., a signed lease,
business permit / license / title,
utility bill in which the business
is named directly, or other home
office documentation).

® Business and business own-
ers must be in good-standing
with the City of Boston.

® Business must provide a
copy of its up to date Business
Certificate.

“The Wu Administration’s
SPACE Grant Program is a
gamechanger for Downtown

Boston and our neighborhoods.
Providing direct financial and
technical assistance to those look-
ing to activate our vacant retail
spaces will reduce existing barri-
ers that limit equitable access to
these storefronts. This program
will open economic opportuni-
ties downtown to a wider array
of entrepreneurs, make our
streets livelier and safer, and sup-
port wealth-building for small
business owners from a diversity
of backgrounds. The Downtown
Boston BID and our members
are prepared to fully support this
effort and to help new businesses
thrive and become long-term fix-

tures Downtown,” said Michael
Nichols, President of the Down-
town Boston BID.

“As a Main Streets director, |
am very excited for the SPACE
Grant Program. This is a pro-
gressive push forward that meets
the basic needs of our small busi-
nesses, while filling the vacan-
cies that can plague our neigh-
borhoods,” said Ginger Brown,
Executive Director of JP/Centre
South Main Streets.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
negatively impacted Downtown
and its businesses, and the Wu
Administration remains commit-
ted to its Downtown Revitaliza-
tion plan, announced in April
2022 to address decreased foot
traffic and consumer spending.
As Boston aims to encourage
people back to its commercial
centers, the City is moving for-
ward bold initiatives to increase
consumer confidence and sup-
port small businesses. While Bos-
ton aims to activate spaces in all
of our neighborhoods, the City is
also seeking to ensure its Down-
town core is flourishing.

To learn more, please visit:
https://www.boston.gov/space-
grant

The vision of the Econom-
ic Opportunity and Inclusion
Cabinet is of a resilient, equita-
ble, sustainable, and vibrant city
that centers people and creates
opportunities to build genera-
tional wealth. The Cabinet con-
sists of five City departments,
including the Office of Consumer
Affairs and Licensing, the Office
of Economic Opportunity and
Inclusion, the Office of Small
Business, the Office of Supplier
and Workforce Diversity, and the
Office of Tourism, Sports, and
Entertainment.
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHESTNUTS FRIENDS OVER FIFTY

CFOF members and friends at a wine tasting (plus one) event.

CHESTNUT FRIENDS (from pg. 8)

traditionally through their edu-
cational endeavors, careers, chil-
dren, and pets. Each of those
have a season, and as time goes
by, it can be hard to connect with
others, especially without a rea-
son or a structure. Making the
leap from waving to a neighbor,
to enjoying an outing together,
can take months or even years.
The Chestnut framework is
structured to fast-track strong
interpersonal connections.

Each month, CFOF has many
offerings suitable for a wide vari-
ety of interests, comprising differ-
ent member-run activities.. These
include afternoon and evening
book groups, a cooking group,
a small group gathering of four-
10 called “Small Spots,” and a
weekly walking group. There are
also groups for pickle ball, mah-
jong and bridge and wine tast-
ing. Additional offerings include
dinners and lunch at restaurants

and special cultural events such
as theater, concerts and museum
exhibits. All of these are initiat-
ed and run by members. Some
events are an optional “plus
one,” which means that mem-
bers can bring along a husband,
friend or neighbor.

For some Chestnut activities,
there is a philanthropic purpose.
For instance, this fall the Chest-
nuts held a party to benefit

Birthday Wishes is an orga-
nization that provides birthday
parties to homeless children.
There was also a coffee and book
drive for More Than Words, a
nonprofit which supports vulner-
able young adults. In February
2023, a party is planned to bene-
fit Dress for Success, an organiza-
tion for empowering women to
achieve economic independence.

When asked, many Chestnut
members were quick to express
the value the organization holds

CFOF members at last month’s meeting of t/oezr Boo/e Club.

for their lives.

"The Chestnuts is a wonder-
ful community within the village
that offers an open exchange of
ideas, interests, and activities
for women over 50. The result
is a dynamic community where
growth, enlightenment, and
friendships flourish," said Joanne
Amenta of Chestnut Street.

“T am honored to be amongst
this fabulous group of women.
The Chestnuts offer a variety of
social events that bring a commu-
nity together,” said Page Walls.

“What makes the Chestnuts
thrive is its very talented, kind
and invested members and lead-
ers. They seem to love nothing
more than to spread joy and
goodwill to all they meet,” said
Martha McAllister.

"’m so happy to be a Chest-
nuts’ member. It's an engaged
community  of  like-minded
women who support each other,
have fun and foster friendships,"
said Ann Corcoran.

“Knowing each month that
there are new activities and out-
ings gives me something to look
forward to. In addition, I enjoy
these new experiences that I
might not have pursued on my
own," said Julie Morse of Joy
Street.

The Chestnuts, FOF is oper-
ated by a close-knit board of
directors who are also friends—
Beth Sanders, Justine Laugharn,
Lisa Purcell, Martha McAllister,
Monica Noether, Pat Carucci,
Sally Harr, and Wendy Oleksiak.
Contact chestnuts2020@gmail.
com to learn more about the

group.

CFOF members enjoying a Roofdeck Party with a Purpose.

WINNER OF PENN & TELLER FOOL US
ILLUSTONIST IVAN AMODEI

AT BOSTON PARK PLAZA
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HAVE A MAGICAL HOLIDAY

DEC 27, 28, 29; 30
TIXS: 866-811-4111

WWW.IVANAMODEI.COM
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Mayor Wu files ordinance to establish Of

Staff Report

Mayor Michelle Wu yesterday
filed an Ordinance establishing
the Office of Participatory Bud-
geting, amending the City of
Boston Code. The purpose of
this office is to provide the struc-
ture necessary to enhance public
engagement and direct involve-
ment in the City’s budget. The
ordinance requires approval by
the Boston City Council.

“Creating opportunities for
direct involvement in the City’s
budgeting process ensures our
residents’ voices and needs are
represented in their local gov-
ernment’s departments and pro-
gramming,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “I'look forward to working
with the City Council to establish
this office and its oversight board
for direct civic engagement to

shape our budget.”

This ordinance establishes the
Office of Participatory Budget-
ing, which will include a director
and an external oversight board.
The Office, working in partner-
ship with the external oversight
board, will establish and manage
a Participatory Budgeting Pro-
cess that will be an equitable and
binding decision-making pro-
cess open to all Boston residents
during fiscal 2024 and in addi-
tion will create another opportu-
nity for residents to both engage
with the City’s annual budget
process and to make recommen-
dations for projects to include in
the budget. The Office will work
across departments and agen-
cies, external organizations, and
with communities to ensure year-
round public involvement and
engagement in the City’s budget-

ing.

Working with the Office, the
external oversight board will be
tasked with submitting partic-
ipatory budgeting project pro-
posals to the Mayor for inclusion
in the City’s budget. The board
will also assist in the creation of
a Participatory Budgeting Rule
Book, which will outline the
policies and procedures for the
participatory budgeting process.
The Board will be composed of
nine Boston residents with var-
ied experience and expertise,
including community investment
and development, public finance,
open space, urban planning,
community organization and
outreach, affordable housing,
public education, public health,
environmental protection, and
historic preservation. The Mayor
will appoint five individuals

directly to the oversight board,
as well as appoint four individu-
als to the oversight board from a
pool of eight applicants provided
to the Mayor by the City Coun-
cil. Board members will have
two-year terms.

In the 2021 Municipal Elec-
tion, Boston’s voters approved
a ballot measure to create an
Office of Participatory Budgeting
charged with furthering public
engagement on how the City’s
budget is created and how tax
dollars are spent. Ahead of the
FY23 budget submission, Mayor
Wu worked with the Office of
Budget Management (OBM) and
Boston City Council to hold a
Budget Listening Tour for resi-
dents to better understand the
budget and to solicit public feed-
back. The direct feedback was

aimed to empower constituents

fice of Participatory Budgeting

in working alongside the City,
and allowed the City to further
evaluate where resources might
be most equitable and valuable.
For those who were unable to
attend the series of listening ses-
sions, a budget survey was also
available for constituents and
residents to weigh in on the city’s
future investments. Additionally,
recently, in advance of the FY24
budget process, the Office of
Budget Management (OBM) in
partnership with ONS’ Office of
Civic Organizing, hosted bud-
get workshops with groups that
were underrepresented during
the FY23 winter budget listen-
ing sessions to help increase their
understanding of the budget pro-
cess and share how to engage
with the City’s budget. For more
information, go to boston.gov/
budget.

Boston Public Health Commission warns residents about rapid increase in flu cases

The Boston Public Health
Commission (BPHC) is warning
residents of an early and rapid
rise in flu cases reported across
the city, with more than 700 cases
of influenza reported in the last
week, bringing the total number
in Boston to 1,784 since Octo-
ber 1. BPHC has also observed
a rapid increase in influenza-re-
lated pediatric hospitalizations in
the past week.

Flu season is generally consid-
ered from October to May, and
usually peaks between December
and February. The current levels
of influenza activity are concern-
ing, and this high level is occur-
ring much earlier in the season
than usual. Last year, the high-
est number of influenza cases
reported in a given week was
250 at the peak of the flu season
in mid-December. The data also
indicate the highest number of
reported cases is among children

and adolescents younger than
18 years old, representing 59%
of cases, as well as among Black
and Latinx/Hispanic residents.
The neighborhoods with the
highest case rates are Dorchester,
Roxbury, Mattapan, Hyde Park,
Jamaica Plain, and South End.
“With flu spreading through-
out Boston at such a high rate,
there’s an urgent need for more
residents to get vaccinated to pro-
tect themselves and help avoid an
even greater influx of cases and
hospitalizations during and after
the holidays,” said Dr. Bisola
Ojikutu, Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health and Executive Direc-
tor of the Boston Public Health
Commission. “I urge everyone to
be safe this holiday season. Stay
home if you’re sick and call your
doctor to ask about treatments
for flu and COVID-19, in addi-
tion to staying up to date on vac-
cinations, wear a mask indoors

to reduce your risk of illness.
The Boston Public Health
Commission strongly urges all
residents 6-months and older
get their annual flu vaccine, in
addition to their COVID-19 vac-
cines, and that those 5 years and
older get their bivalent boosters,
to ensure the broadest level of
protection against respiratory
viral infection. The flu can be a
very serious illness, especially for
older adults and young children.
Flu vaccines are free and wide-
ly available throughout Boston.
BPHC has several standing,
walk-in sites where residents can
get free flu vaccines, as well as
COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and
boosters. No insurance or ID is
needed:
® Josephine A. Fiorentino Com-
munity Center — 123 Antwerp
St., Allston. Open Sundays from
12-4pm;  Monday-Wednesday
from 9am-3pm; and Thursdays

Boston Harbor Hotel announces lineup for 2023

The Boston Harbor Hotel is
continuing its celebrated tradition
of presenting exceptional wine
events and dinners with the return
of its annual Boston Wine and
Food Festival this January 2023.
The nation’s longest-running wine
and food festival will be directed
by Boston Harbor Hotel Executive
Chef David Daniels and longtime
food and wine festival expert,
Nancy Bean, along with Boston
Harbor Hotel Wine Sommelier
Nick Daddona.

Kicking off on January 12,
this year’s Boston Wine and Food

Festival will feature an all-star line-
up of intimate winemaker-hosted
dinners, seminars, thematic recep-
tions, and celebratory brunches at
the iconic Boston Harbor Hotel.
A portion of the proceeds from
this year’s festival will benefit the
Greater Boston Food Bank and the
James Beard Foundation.

“This year we will bring some
new and exciting events and pro-
gramming to the three-month
long Boston Wine and Food
Festival, courtesy of the hotel’s
Executive Chef, David Daniels, the
hotel’s advanced sommelier Nick

Daddona, and respected wine fes-
tival veteran, Nancy Bean.”
Tickets are available online now
for purchase and will make a per-
fect holiday gift for the oenophile
in your life. The upcoming Boston
Wine and Food Festival features
an array of events that will ignite
the senses to lure both novice and
expert wine aficionados out of the
house this winter. The five-star
Boston Harbor Hotel’s 34th annu-
al celebration will continue the tra-
dition of welcoming top vintners
and personalities from the world
of wine and food. Events will run

from 5-9pm.

* BCYF Hyde Park - 1179
River St., Hyde Park. Open Tues-
days from 12-8pm and Thursdays
from 9am to Spm.

Prescription antiviral drugs are
available for people who are sick
with flu to shorten the length of
the illness, and to prevent severe
disease and the need for hospital-
ization. For those at higher risk of
serious flu complications, such as
people 65 years and older, chil-
dren younger than 2 years, peo-
ple who are pregnant, and people
with medical conditions such as
asthma, diabetes or heart disease,
treatment with influenza antivi-
ral drugs can mean the difference
between milder or more serious
illness that may result in hospital-
ization. BPHC recommends that
anyone who feels sick with symp-
toms of flu, especially those at
high risk of serious flu complica-
tions, check with their health care

provider promptly to ask about
flu treatment. Flu symptoms can
include fever, cough, sore throat,
runny or stuffy nose, body aches,
headache, chills, and fatigue.
Other important ways to manage
flu include getting rest and drink-
ing enough water and other clear
liquids to prevent dehydration.

BPHC also encourages individ-
uals to wear high-quality, well-fit-
ting masks to prevent the spread
of the flu, COVID-19, and RSV
during this holiday season.

As residents gather for the holi-
days, being up to date on COVID-
19 and flu vaccines and knowing
how to access treatments for both
illnesses if you get sick is critical
to avoid severe illness and hospi-
talization. For information about
flu treatment, call your healthcare
provider. For additional informa-
tion about flu or support getting a
healthcare provider, call the May-
or’s Health Line at 617-534-5050.

Boston Wine and Food Festival

Shown is a couple enjoying last
year’s event.

on the waterfront destination from
January through March, kicking

off with the opening weekend on
January 12, 2023.

The exciting lineup of wine din-
ners for 2023 will include Opus One
(Napa), Staglin Family Vineyard,
Far Niente (Napa Valley), Battle
of the Cabs, Hitchhiking through
Napa with Kevin Zraly, a Wine,
Dine, Divine Women’s Leadership
Dinner, and many more.

Tickets to this year’s events
are available on the website for
pre-purchase. There is a special
Boston Wine & Food Festival
package for guests that will make
a perfect holiday gift.
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Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Moreno, Kimberly K Korff, Erica 38 Appleton St #1 $575,000
Robichaud, Colin J Goldberg, Carol R 270 Beacon St #B $682,000
Boston Wolf LLC 391 Beacon Sireet RT 391 Beacon St #2 $4,275,000
Spahija, Junida FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 4755 Lagrange St #11D $314,000
Dinh, May FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC ~ 47-55 Lagrange St #2B $770,000
White, Zuri FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC ~ 47-55 Lagrange St #3E $164,800
Tuyet-Vo, Nhung FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC ~ 47-55 Lagrange St #3) $164,800
Luu, Samson FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 47-55 Lagrange St #408 $242,200
Allen, Justin M FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC ~ 47-55 Lagrange St #5F $635,000
Saville, Luke FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC  47-55 Lagrange St #56 $269,200
Lindhe, Pamela FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC  47-55 Lagrange St #6B $242,200
Tejada, Kate S FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC ~ 47-55 Lagrange St #6D $314,000
Parent, Matthew J FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 47-55 Lagrange St #7H $242,200
Gadh, Adit FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 55 Lagrange St #1008 $889,000
Finz, Rakel L FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 55 Lagrange St #1509 $980,000
Sun, Ding FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 55 Lagrange St #205 $585,000
Washington 3rd, Philip FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 55 Lagrange St #407 $795,000
Huang, Christie X FPG Lagrange Owner 1 LLC 55 Lagrange St #606 $780,000
Lunder, Elissa ( N&Elsa Reddy FT 400 Stuart St #26E $5,000,000
528 Tremont LLC Gillis, Jennifer L 528 Tremont St #2B $365,000
52 Beacon Street RT 52 Beacon Street Dev LLC 52 Beacon St #2 $7.700,000
Wang, Alexander Z Rochford, Timothy 534 Beacon St #307 $635,000
Siegel, Matthew Cucinatti, Steven 234 Causeway St #718 $1,000,000
Hanley FT Hanley, Ariana R 121 Charles St #4 $74,161
Yolanda Villamil 2017 RET Kabir, Chuttani 362 Commonwealth Ave #21  $335,000
Chamut, Facundo Eikenberry, David K 21 Father Francis Gilday St #307 $3,100,000
Parrish, Aaron J Miller, Daniel 100 Jamaica St #2 $749,000
Mcnulty, Kimberly Decimo Terry 0 Est 41 Park Dr #1B $695,000
Forrest, Allison E Clerico, Robert J 143 W Brookline St #302 $950,000
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Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,
presents Otherworldly Realms of Wu Junyong

In Otherworldly Realms of
Wu Junyong, heroes face off in
mighty clashes with their ene-
mies; charming animals growl
at one another, vying for superi-
ority; and troubled souls retreat
into murky caves, searching for
inner peace. The exhibition, on
view at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston (MFA), starting January
13, 2023, marks the artist’s U.S.
museum debut.

Wu (born 1978) grew up in
a family of artisans who created
sculptures and murals for local
temples in their southern Chi-
nese village. Immersed in China’s
folklore throughout his child-
hood, he became fascinated with
European painting and the heroes
of ancient Greek mythology after
arriving in art school. His work
reflects all these influences, seam-
lessly blending diverse historical

N

Lion and Tiger Contending for Hegemony (2017), by Wu Junyong.

traditions with his contemporary
experience to express human emo-
tions, conflicts and aspirations that
transcend time and borders.
Otherworldly Realms of Wu
Junyong features more than a dozen
mixed-media works on paper,
where, beneath playful imagery,
exuberant brushstrokes and riotous
color, dark truths hide and serenity
awaits in secluded haunts.
Museum visitors will have a
unique opportunity to see painting
performances by the artist at the
MEFA’s Lunar New Year celebra-
tion on February 2. The annual
event will offer $5 admission for
the evening (5-10 pm), lion dances
and Spotlight Talks in the galleries.
The press release is available in
English and Chinese on mfa.org.
“Otherworldly Realms of Wu
Junyong” is generously supported
by Bonnie Huang. Additional sup-
port from Eva Hu, the Joel Alvord
and Lisa Schmid Alvord Fund, the
Diane Krane Family and Jonathan
and Gina Krane Family Fund and
the Dr. Robert A. and Dr. Veronica
Petersen Fund for Exhibitions.

The object in the last clue is the weather beacon on top of the Berkeley
Building (AKA the Old Hancock Building) at 200 Berkeley Street.
Today’s answer is from a mid-1940s photo of the building under con-
struction.

The next clue will be found in the Fenway.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE
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*COMING SOON*
PENTHOUSE RESIDENCE ON COMMONWEALTH AVE

2 BeproOMS | 2 FULL 1 HALF BATHROOMS | 4,758 SQUARE FEET

AskiInG $8,990,000

*PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT*
500 ArraNTIC AVENUE, UNIT 21H

3 BEnrROOMS | 3 FuLL | HALF BATHROOMS | 4,002 SQUARE FEET

Listep At $8,100,000
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