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ON-DEMAND VALET 
FOR YOUR HOME 

To and from your front door and your new garage spot. 
NEVER WORRY ABOUT CITY PARKING AGAIN 

By Dan Murphy

Two candidates vying for 9th 
Suffolk District state representative 
recently vacated by Jon Santiago 
were on hand for the Boston Ward 
4 Democratic Committee meeting 
on Tuesday, March 21, at Union 
Church.

John Moran, a 24-year resi-
dent of the South End who is now 
on temporary leave from his job 
leading an internal consulting group  
at the Cambridge biotech company, 
Biogen, described himself as “a 
leader of purpose” with “the heart 
and drive to get results.”

Moran said he has a “proven 
track record” when it comes to 
affordable housing, dating back 
to his involvement in a proposed 
market-rate apartment development 
project at 115 Worcester St., which 
sits adjacent to Concord Houses in 
the South End.

Moran, who bought his first 
home with his partner, Michael, on 
Waltham Street in the South End in 
1997, said, “The issue is that’s not 
possible anymore.”

As state representative, Moran 
said he would create more afford-
able home-ownership opportunities 
“so people can settle down, plant 

their root here, and live their lives.”
Asked if he would support a city 

home-rule petition on rent control, 
Moran responded that he “funda-
mentally believes that cities and 
towns should make their own deci-
sions relative to rent control.”

But Moran added: “We need to 
be very careful that our Mom and 
Pop landlords aren’t penalized by 
it.”

Moran said the issue would need 
to be discussed at the City Council 
level to thoroughly explore the per-
ceived merits and potential draw-

Amparo “Chary” Ortiz and her 16-year-old daughter, 
Adelia Rodriguez.

CREDIT: D. Murphy
Amparo “Chary” Ortiz and John Moran, two candi-
dates for the 9th Suffolk District state representa-
tive seat recently vacated by Jon Santiago.

The Race Is On
Two candidates vying for 9th Suffolk District state 
representative seat on hand for Ward 4 Dems meeting

(State rep conteSt Pg. 9)

Proposed ordinances 
for both Beacon Hill 
and Bay Village aired

By Dan Murphy

The City Council’s Committee 
on Government Operations held 
a hearing on Monday, March 
20, in in the Iannella Chamber 
at City Hall to discuss two pro-
posed ordinances – one to extend 
the current boundaries of the 
Beacon Hill Historic District, 
which would also give the Bea-
con Hill Architectural Commis-
sion added enforcement capabil-
ities; and another which would 
expand the purview of the Bay 
Village Architectural Commis-
sion in that neighborhood.

The home-rule petition for 
the Beacon Hill Historic District, 
which was recently refiled after 
being first filed last May, would 

enlarge the district to include 
all of the North Slope via the 
addition of an approximately 
40-foot-wide area running from 
Charles Circle to Bowdoin Street 
along Cambridge Street on the 
Beacon Hill side, which current-
ly isn’t included. (This omission 
apparently came in response to 
concerns that including the entire 
North Slope in the Historic Dis-
trict could impede the city’s plans 
to accommodate Engine Compa-
ny 4 and Ladder Company 24, 
which has since been constructed 
at 200 Cambridge St.) The dock-
et would also give the Beacon 
Hill Architectural Commission 
the specific authority to levy fines 

COURTESY PHOTO

EBNHC CEO and President Greg Wilmot (left) poses with Dr. 
Gerald Hass, longtime pediatrician and co-founder of the South End 
Community Health Center and EBNHC Chief Medical Officer and 
Executive Vice President, Dr Jackie Fantes, FAAFP at the SECHC legacy 
reception. See more photos on pages 6 and 7.

HONORING DR. GERALD HASS
(ordinanceS a Pg. 5)
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By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Honesty is not always the eas-
iest path but it’s usually the most 
loving path. 

Let’s say you have a loved 
one or friend who is diabetic but 
they eat crazy stuff every day 
from pizza to cookies to soda 
pop without regard for personal 
health. Is it best for you to treat 
them to treats containing white 
flour and sugar every chance 
you can or to have a talk with 
them? Of course, you run the 
risk of hurting feelings or mak-
ing the person angry but chances 
are they are going to die sooner 
than they should. It’s best to try 
to save the person’s life by being 
honest. You don’t have to cut the 
person’s head off with a verbal 
assault or face slapping rhetoric.

Love doesn’t attack peo-
ple.  You shouldn’t get preachy 
because this runs most peo-
ple away. Simply preface your 
remarks by saying, “I’m your 
friend. I care about you and 
your life. I want you to live a 
long time. However, if you don’t 
stop eating what you eat all the 
time you are probably going to 
shorten your life.” This could 
pertain to any negative activity 
or addiction.

Having serious conversations 
with people is not easy. We are 
all busy. We aren’t close enough 
to most people to be this direct. 
Plus, we really have to care a lot 
about someone to be lovingly 
honest. We run the risk of the 
friendship becoming strained or 
evenly totally severed. The bot-
tom line is do you care enough 
to be honest? Plus, don’t ever 
start making life recommen-
dations to someone unless you 
truly love the person and are 
willing to help the individual 
work through the issues.

Guest Op-edTHE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE: 
THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY

For those of us of Irish descent, whose great-grandparents came to 
this country at the turn of the 20th century with not much more than 
the clothes on their backs, whose grandfathers served in WWI, and 
whose fathers and uncles fought in WWII, it has been with a mix-
ture of pride and some degree of bemusement to see St. Patrick’s Day 
become widely-observed by Americans of all ethnicities all across the 
country over the past 20 years.

The contributions of Irish immigrants to America’s greatness, sim-
ilar to those of other ethnic groups, have been ignored for decades, 
so to the extent that St. Patrick’s Day has served to highlight both the 
plight and pluck of our Irish forebears has been extremely gratifying.

It was not all that long ago when John F. Kennedy became the first 
Irish-Catholic President, though his candidacy was seriously debated 
in political circles because of the widely-held belief that he would be 
taking his orders from the Pope. Kennedy felt compelled during the 
primary campaign, when it was clear that he was the front-runner for 
the Democratic nomination, to give a long speech about “the Catholic 
question,” which he concluded by stating, “So I hope we can see the 
beginning of the end of references to me as ‘the Catholic candidate’ for 
President.” Though St. Patrick’s Day has been a major celebratory hol-
iday for generations of Irish-Americans in enclaves such as New York 
City, Boston, and Chicago, it only has become a major event across the 
country, from east to west and north to south, fairly recently.

But unfortunately, the recognition of the achievements of Irish-Amer-
icans also has been accompanied by the sort of revelry that has fed into 
the worst stereotype of Irish-Americans -- and of course, we’re refer-
ring to the heavy-consumption of alcohol that has become part and 
parcel of St. Patrick’s Day celebrations everywhere. 

That brings us to the St. Patrick’s Day parade in South Boston this 
past Sunday. While it was nice to see the parade return in full force for 
the first time in a few years because of the pandemic, the degree of pub-
lic intoxication by those along the parade route was both frightening 
and disgusting.

Here’s an excerpt from the Boston Globe story about the parade:
“In the days leading up to the parade, authorities warned people 

not to use it as an excuse for public drinking. Liquor stores, bars, 
and restaurants were required to close early Sunday in South Boston. 
Despite the warnings, many people were drinking along the route and 
on the subway Sunday....Some walked the South Boston streets carry-
ing borgs — the nickname given to a ‘blackout rage gallon,’ a concoc-
tion of hard booze, water, and electrolytes, mixed together in a gallon 
jug. Left behind along the parade route were broken bottles, empty 
borgs...”

We had the misfortune to be traveling on the Red Line southbound 
at 4:00, soon after the parade had wrapped up. Every car was packed 
with young people, almost all under the age of 20, who were heav-
ily-inebriated -- and we’re not talking about just a few bad apples. 
The entire train was filled with underage-drinkers from Quincy, Wey-
mouth, Abington and other So. Shore communities, who were openly 
imbibing beer and hard-seltzer drinks, throwing their empties around 
the cars and striking other passengers, even as others among their 
group were falling into other passengers and vomiting along the route.

By the time the train pulled into No. Quincy station, the Red Line 
essentially had shut down because of the unruly, drunken youths who 
were running amuck in the trains and on the platforms. MBTA police 
had been visible on the platforms during the ride, but they were pulling 
a Sgt. Schultz (from Hogan’s Heroes) -- they feigned obliviousness to 
the chaos around them.

With the brawls and melees leaving us sitting at No. Quincy for 
more than 15 minutes, and escalating, we decided to get off the train 
and meet our ride (who had been having her own bad experience with 
drunken youths at Braintree Station, who were pounding on cars as 
they rambled through the parking garage) on Hancock St. 

The image that came to mind was from the “Last of Us,” the HBO 
hit series in which humans are infected by a rapidly spreading pandem-
ic in which a mutated fungus morphs people into zombie-like creatures 
-- except in this case, the “infection” was caused by heavy-alcohol 
intake.

So to the politicians and civic leaders who extolled the “success” of 
this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade, we suggest that next year they get 
on the Red Line as we did after the parade and see if they still feel the 
same way about turning a blind eye to the heavy drinking in public 
along the parade route.

Love cares enough to try
It’s easier to let people con-

tinue on their negative path to 
self destruction. Fast food and 
unhealthy food items are unfor-
tunately much more affordable. 
It’s not cheap to eat healthy. It’s 
not cheap to be sick either. Medi-
cal bills can pile up quickly. Trips 
to the doctor are expensive. Dia-
betic medications are expensive. 
Kidney issues result in dealth 
for many Americans every year. 
Funerals are expensive. Giving 
up a good friend or family mem-
ber is life changing. 

Disease happens to us all in 
some way. These bodies are very 
vulnerable to cancer, diabetes 
and so on.

Chances are you may have 
tried. Most likely you have talk-
ed your head off to someone you 
love but they continue in their 
negative behavior. It seems many 
people under 50 can’t fathom 
sickness or death. The conse-
quences of their behavior seem 
remote or even impossible. Thus 
they continue on their way. 

Of course we all have to look 
in the mirror. We all wrestle with 
our private and public demons. 
Most of us know we aren’t per-
fect and if we take a serious 
inventory of our lives and hab-
its we realize we all come away 
short of perfection, this is espe-
cially true of me. I have lots of 

personal work to do and it’s all I 
can do to try to do my own daily 
diagnosis and repair work. This 
is why we don’t take the time 
to try to help others; we have 
enough problems of our own. 

Therefore, this is why you 
have to really care a lot about 
someone to take the time to try 
to help the person.

If you had the gift of premo-
nition and could keep someone 
from being killed in an accident 
you wouldn’t hesitate to speak 
with them about it. So, why, if 
you can help someone address 
personal issues/addictions that 
might be deadly, wouldn’t you 
try? Unfortunately, addictions 
and mental illnesses are issues 
that people seem to be afraid to 
address. If someone you love was 
inside a burning building, most 
of us would risk our own lives to 
rush in and save them. 

Why is it so hard to risk hurt 
feelings to save a life?

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other pub-
lishing imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues and 
Common Sense opinions, anal-
ysis, stories and features appear 
each week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs across 
the United States.
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Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org
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Zoom Link: bit.ly/3T7kMhl
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 904 4612

March 30, 2023
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415 Newbury Street

Project Description:

The proposed project is located at 415 Newbury Street and 374 Commonwealth Avenue in the 
Back Bay, which are presently occupied by the Harvard Club of Boston and a surface parking lot. 
The project consists of two buildings containing approximately 133 residential units, residential 
amenities, and Harvard Club replacement facilities within approximately 181,093 square feet (sf) 
of building space, together with approximately 125 off-street parking spaces, and related site 
and public realm improvements.

mail to:   Sarah Black
    Boston Planning & Development Agency
    One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
    Boston, MA 02201
phone:    617.918.4282
email:    sarah.black@boston.gov 
website:  www.bit.ly/bostonplans-415NewburyStreet

Close of Comment 
Period:

04/13/2023

Project Proponent:

Trinity Financial

By Dan Murphy

John Moran decided to throw 
his lot in as a Democrat candi-
date vying to fill the 9th Suffolk 
District state representative seat 
recently vacated by Jon Santiago 
because he believes the time is 
now right for him as a 24-year 
resident of the South End and 
community advocate in his spare 
time to commit himself fully to 
serving his community.

“As a state rep represent-
ing the South End and parts 
of Dorchester and Roxbury, I 
would be able to fully focus on 
bringing results to the citizens 
of the 9th Suffolk District,” said 
Moran, who announced his can-
didacy during an event on the 
morning of Thursday, March 9, 
at Titus Sparrow Park.

Born into a large Irish fami-
ly in Scranton, Pa., Moran was 
raised by his mother, who volun-
teered for many organizations, 
and his stepfather, who served as 
an elected County Tax Collector 
for more than 20 years. Moran’s 
mother and stepfather instilled 
in him the importance of giving 
back to his community from a 
young age, and his commitment 
to public service took hold when 
he was attending Earlham Col-
lege, a small private liberal arts 
college in Richmond, Ind., as an 
undergraduate. 

“Earlham is a Quaker col-
lege, so it’s service oriented, and 
we did volunteer work by virtue 
in and around the city of Rich-
mond,” he said.

After finishing college at Earl-
ham, Moran relocated  to the 
Boston area to attend the Fletch-
er School at Tufts University, 
where he studied International 
Business.  He has since worked 
for Liberty Mutual, Systems 
Evolution Inc., and Bose. 

Most recently, Moran has 
worked for the Cambridge bio-

tech company, Biogen, leading its 
Continuous Improvement Cen-
ter for Excellence, an internal 
consulting group that, he said, 
“helps staff change and adapt to 
new technology and processes.” 
But he’s on short-term leave now 
to focus on his campaign and, if 
elected, said he would step down 
from his role at Biogen.

Moran and his partner, 
Michael, moved to the South 
End in 1999, first on Waltham 
Street, before they purchased 
their home in Concord Square in 
2006.

Since then, Moran has served 
in a longtime leadership role 
with the Concord Square Asso-
ciation, a neighborhood commu-
nity group.

Meanwhile, Moran’s advo-
cacy in the area of affordable 
housing stems in part from his 
involvement in a proposed mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
project at 115 Worcester St., 
adjacent to Concord Houses 
in the South End. He became 
invested in the project when 
there was inadequate community 
involvement, he said, and subse-
quently had an instrumental role 
in creating a neighborhood coa-
lition “that focused on fighting 
for the rights of the low income 
residents at Concord Houses.” 

Said Moran: “At the same 
time, we proactively attempt-
ed to work with the developer 
and presented three alternative 
designs in an effort to create a 
win-win situation - designs that 
maintained the rights of the Con-
cord Houses residents, pushed 
for affordable home ownership, 
and kept the residents and the 
neighborhood in mind.”

Through his involvement 
in this project, Moran said he 
learned that the city’s Article 80 
development process for large-
scale projects (and the behind-
the-scenes process that precedes 

CREDIT: FRED MARCO

John Moran, a candidate for 9th 
Suffolk District state representa-
tive and 24-year resident of the 
South End.

Longtime South End resident sets sights on 9th Suffolk state rep seat

it) “can be more robust, and 
that really got me interested in 
understating the process.” 
Moran then became involved in 
Alliance for Downtown Civic 
Organizations (ADCO) and 
co-authored the group’s plan 
to make the Article 80 process 
“more centered” while incor-
porating additional community 
input.

Moreover, Moran has also 
served on District 7 City Coun-
cilor Tania Fernandez-Ander-
son’s advisory council, since its 
inception in January of 2022. 
The group, which includes lead-
ers from throughout  District 
7, meets for three hours every 
Saturday and sometimes during 
the week as well, said Moran, to 
discuss “focused topics,” such as 

development, healthcare, equity, 
and arts and culture. Working 
with this group is what inspired 
Moran  to commit himself full-
time to community service, he 
said.

If elected, Moran intends to 
increase affordable home-own-
ership opportunities in the dis-
trict via MassHousing’s Com-
monWealth Builder Program, 
which encourages the construc-
tion of affordable single-fam-
ily homes and condominiums 
for households with moderate 
incomes, particularly in commu-
nities of color. 

“Home ownership to build 
economic security is really 
important to me,” he said.

What Moran describes as “the 
humanitarian crisis centered at 
Mass and Cass” is another issue 
close to his heart, especially since 
his late father had struggled with 
alcoholism and his brother has 
also had substance abuse issues. 

“I look at individuals through 
the lens of it could be anybody,” 
said Moran. “It could be my 
family. These aren’t strangers. 
Everybody has addiction in their 
families.”

Additionally, if elected, 
Moran said he would work 
to ensure that everyone in his 
district has access to adequate 
schools, public transportation, 
and greenspace.

“No matter your zip code – 
whether you’re in Orchard Park 

in Roxbury, or in the Polish Tri-
angle in Dorchester, or in Copley 
Square – we should all marshal 
our resources to lift up the three 
pillars of schools, transporta-
tion, and greenery,” he said.

As he has been making his 
way through the district to meet 
voters, Moran has also focused 
on small businesses and the chal-
lenges now facing them. The 
businesses he has visited in the 
district so far include Nicole’s 
Pizza and Columbus Cleaners, 
both in the South End;  Dorches-
ter Brewing Company, located 
just outside the Polish Triangle; 
and DJ’s Market in the Polish 
Triangle, among others.

Asked what best qualifies him 
as state rep, Moran said it all 
comes down to “the heart and 
the head.”

Speaking from the heart, 
Moran said, “I owe this commu-
nity a lot after living here for 24 
years, so I owe them my service.”

And as for the “head” in this 
equation, Moran said, “My 
business acumen, combined with 
[my commitment to] community 
advocacy, gets results.”

Visit johnmoran9.com for 
information on Moran’s cam-
paign.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
JOHN J. RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential
Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454 $40/



PA G E  4 M A R c H  2 3 ,  2 0 2 3T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

NEwS iN BriEf

Copy for a Sticky due
3 weeks prior to  run date

Four Options to Choose From

$900

7,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

DEB@THEBOSTONSUN.COM
781-485-0588

$600 $800$700

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

STICK TO IT!
Share your message in our 
paper with a STICKY NOTE

OPEN HOUSE?
STICK IT!

FUNDRAISER?
STICK IT!

NEED-TO-KNOW  
INFO?
STICK IT!

Keep your name in 
the eyes of our 
thousands of 

readers!

PA G E  1

A u G u s t  2 0 ,  2 0 2 0

t H E  B O s t O N  s u N

By Seth Daniel
It was a note from mom that changed the landscape for women to get the right to vote 100 years ago this week on Aug. 18, and 100 years later it has led to a lot of vic-tories and a lot of sobering realities too.

The caveat, of course – and one that must be stated, is that African American women did not win the right to vote 100 years ago, but rather not until the 1960s Voting Rights Act.
That said, the milestone was cel-ebrated in a muted way this week due to COVID-19 restrictions, but Aug. 18, 1920 was the day that cleared the way for the largest sin-gle increase in voting in American history – known as Ratification Day. And it did come down to one vote by Tennessee state legislator whose mother shamed him into 

doing the right thing.Harry Burn was a very young state representative at the time in Tennessee from a very small town, and it was his mother’s note that changed his mind.“It didn’t look like Tennessee was going to approve the amend-ment,” said Karen Price of the League of Women Voters in Mas-sachusetts. “He came in wearing a red rose, which meant he was against it. When on the floor, he did find a note from his mother. It basically told him to do the right thing and he did and ended up voting for it. It ended up being the deciding vote when he changed his mind because it prevailed by one vote.”
Price said the Ratification Day would have been a major celebra-tion for the League, which was 

By Dan Murphy
Once it became clear that Fen-way Porchfest couldn’t proceed as usual for the third consecutive year this summer due to the pandemic, its organizers refused to simply cave in and cancel the eagerly awaited live concert event. So they began exploring other options for carrying on the tradition before 

eventually settling on the idea of producing a music video to show-case the neighborhood’s musicians instead.
“Initially we had thought it would have been possible to have the event,” said Marie Fukuda, a board member of the Fenway Civic Association, which togeth-er with the Fenway Alliance and the Fenway CDC (Community 

Development Corporation), has sponsored Fenway Porchfest since its inception in 2018. “All the part-ners we had reached out to were willing to participate, and so were the musicians, but as July came near, we realized it couldn’t move ahead as planned. But we still wanted to have the event and do 

By Lauren Bennett
Gardening is always a popular activity in the City of Boston, but it became all the rage this summer because of its outdoor, social-dis-tancing friendly nature. The Sun spoke with Fenway Garden Society president Eliza-beth Bertolozzi for an update on 

how this year’s growing season fared at the Victory Gardens.Bertolozzi said that many changes were made to the usual protocol this year because of the virus, but the gardens were still very successful.“Early on in the season, we let gardeners know that the gar-dening season wasn’t going to be 

cancelled,” she said. “People were reassured about that, as they were looking to use their gardens and really have it as a space where they could get out and enjoy the outdoors and not worry about the concerns.”
She said that certain new pro-
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Poll Power:  Women’s suffrage celebrates 100 years, with caveats

(Porchfest, Pg. 10)

(Women’s suffrage, Pg. 11)

(fenWay Victory gardens, Pg. 5)

GARDENING DURING A PANDEMIC: 
Fenway Victory Gardens members work 

together to make growing season a success

Fenway Porchfest organizers produce music 
video in lieu of event’s cancellation this year

At the Boston Women’s Memorial on the Comm 
Ave Mall, there is a constant reminder of those 
women who fought for equality in all things – 
including voting. Pictured here is Lucy Stone, 
a long-time advocate of suffrage for women. 
While a leading voice in Women’s Rights issues 
in the late 1800s, she died nearly 30 years 
before some women won the right to vote. The 
100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment occurred this week on Aug. 18.

TIDYING UP FRANKLIN SQUARE

State Rep. Jon Santiago and Toni Crothall of the Friends of Franklin 

Square got to work cleaning up Franklin Square in the South End 

last week during one of the Tidy Up Tuesday events. Clean ups in the 

Squares have continued through the summer with COVID-19 precau-

tions.
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covers approx. 2 columns

SOWA FIRST FRIDAY 
AND SOWA SUNDAYS 
THIS MONTH

SoWa First Friday takes place 
on April 7, from 5 to 9 p.m. at 
450 Harrison Ave.

The artists of SoWa Artists 
Guild will also open every Sunday 
in April from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
at 450 Harrison Ave.    For 
more information, visit http://
www.sowaartists.com, http://
facebook.com/SoWaArtists-
Guild, or https://www.insta-
gram.com/sowaartistsguild/.

WARD 4 DEMS OFFER
SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
AREA NINTH- AND 
10TH GRADERS

The Boston Ward 4 Dem-
ocratic Committee is offering 
scholarship awards for students 
in the ninth and 10th grades.

The committee will be honor-
ing several students with awards 
of $400 each at its summer com-
munity event in August.

To apply, students must sub-
mit written responses to two 
essay questions in the language of 
their choice; the essays will then 
be judged on the merits of depth 

and originality. The extended 
deadline for essays is May 15.

Apply at bostonward4dems.
org/scholarship-program.

For more information, email 
scholarship@bostonward4dems.
org.

Ward 4 schools include Boston 
Latin School, William McKinley 
South End Academy, and the 
Windsor School, while Ward 4 
includes parts of the Back Bay, 
Fenway, and South End.

COUNCILOR BOK’S 
VIRTUAL OFFICE 
HOURS

City Councilor Kenzie Bok 
will be holding virtual office 
hours on Wednesday, March 29.

To sign up, visit https://
c a l e n d l y. c o m / c o u n c i l -
or-kenziebok/office-hours-
bok?month=2023-03, or call 
the councilor’s office at 617-635-
4225 to place your request.

GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM’S                               
ANNUAL BENEFIT SET FOR 
APRIL 11

The Gibson House Museum 
will host its annual benefit,

“À la Belle Époque,” on Tues-

day, April 11, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at the St. Botolph Club at 199 
Commonwealth Ave.

The evening includes drinks, a 
light supper, a raffle, and enter-
tainment provided by a French 
music trio. Join the Gibson 
House  Museum in honoring 
the French Library for culturally 
inspiring the community and for 
its dedication to preserving Bos-
ton’s architectural history with a 
recent historically sensitive ren-
ovation of its 1867 brownstone 
headquarters. All proceeds will 
support the preservation and 
operation of the Gibson House 
Museum.

This year’s benefit features 
some select raffle items, includ-
ing private tours; tickets to the 
theater, symphony, and ballet; a 
French Library family member-
ship; French-language classes; 
restaurant gift certificates; an 
“instant French wine cellar”; 
designer jewelry; and vintage 
treasures. You do not need to be 
present to win.

Tickets are $150 and may be 
purchased at https://www.theg-
ibsonhouse.org/museum-benefit, 
or by sending a check with the 
names of your guests to the Gib-
son House Museum, 137 Beacon 
St., Boston, MA 02116.

Visit https://www.thegibson-
house.org/museum-benefit for 
more information on the event.

GARDEN OF THE 
BACK BAY’S ANNUAL       
TWILIGHT PARTY      
RETURNS APRIL 26

The Garden Club of the Back 
Bay’s annual Twilight Garden 
Party will take place on Wednes-
day, April 26 from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. at the St. Botolph Club, 199 
Commonwealth Ave.

 The event will include 
live music, drinks, and hors 
d’oeuvres, with proceeds going 
to support the Garden Club’s 
“mission in caring for neigh-
borhood trees, promoting civic 
beauty, and providing horticul-
ture education to the public.”

Visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/twilight-garden-par-
ty-tickets-492999042407?mc_
e i d = f 6 1 0 4 b 1 9 a 0 & m c _
cid=ab07e7ad33 to purchase 
tickets and learn about sponsor-
ship opportunities for the event. 
R.SV.P.  is requested by April 14.

DUCKLING DAY EVENT 
SET TO RETURN     
MOTHER’S DAY,     
SUNDAY, MAY 14

The Friends of the Public Gar-
den will again partner with the 
Boston Parks Department for the 
annual Duckling Day event on 
Sunday, May 14, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

Every year, hundreds of par-

ticipating children, dressed as 
their favorite characters from 
Robert McCloskey’s classic chil-
dren’s book, “Make Way for 
Ducklings,” join the parade led 
by the Harvard Marching Band. 
The parade route begins on the 
Boston Common at the Parkman 
Bandstand and ends in the Public 
Garden near the Make Way for 
Ducklings sculpture.

Playtime on the Common  will 
takes place ahead of the parade 
and include  Interactive Circus 
Games with Esh Circus Arts; 
Jenny the Juggler; Peter O’Mal-
ley, magician; Jump, climb, 
and play with Knucklebones; a 
chance to meet the giant Duck; 
a visit with the Harvard Uni-
versity Band; a “Make Way 
for Ducklings” reading station; 
and a  goody bag for every kid 
filled with Duckling Day-themed 
items.

The registration fee is $35 per 
family in advance (before May 
12) and $40 per family the day 
of the event. Each child who reg-
isters will receive a special goody 
bag. Register at https://friendsoft-
hepublicgarden.org/2022/12/01/
ducklingday2023/.

For more information on 
Duckling Day, visit https://friend-
softhepublicgarden.org/events/
ducklingday/.

Even though the first day of spring has come, the warm temperatures have people thinking about summer.
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for violations of its Enabling Act 
for the first time.

The ordinance for the Bay 
Village Historic District would 
extend the purview of the Bay 
Village Architectural Commis-
sion to review not just building 
facades directly facing a public 
way, but also everything visible 
from a public way, as is now the 
case in the Beacon Hill Historic 
District.

Both dockets were co-spon-
sored by District 8 City Council-
or Kenzie Bok and Council Presi-
dent and District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn. Both Bok and Flynn rep-
resent respective parts of Beacon 
Hill while Flynn also represents 
Bay Village. 

The Bay Village Neighbor-
hood Association has endorsed 
the proposed Bay Village ordi-
nance, said Councilor Bok, and 
likewise, the proposed Beacon 
Hill  ordinance has garnered the 
support of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association.

Council President Flynn said 
the proposed ordinances both 
intend to “make governance 
of these neighborhood more 
streamlined and less confusing” 
while allowing for further pro-
tection of their historic buildings 
and structures.

Rev. Mariama White-Ham-
mond, the city’s Chief of Envi-
ronment, Energy, and Open 
Space, described the proposed 
ordinances as “part of a larger 
effort to make city process clear 
to residents.” She also lauded Joe 

Cornish, the Boston Landmarks 
Commission’s director of design 
review, who was absent from the 
hearing, for “doing a lot of work 
behind the scenes.”

 Nicholas Armata, senior 
preservation planner for the Bos-
ton Landmarks Commission and 
Beacon Hill Architectural Com-
mission staff member, said the 
Beacon Hill Historic District was 
first established in 1955, making 
it the oldest local historic district 
in the Commonwealth, as well as 
one of the nation’s oldest historic 
districts on the National Register.

The district was expanded first 
in 1958 to include the Flat of the 
Hill, said Armata, and again in 
1963 to include the South Slope. 
The Granary Burying Ground 
and Park Street Church were 
added to the district in 1975, he 
said.

Expanding the Beacon Hill 
Historic District to Cambridge 
Street would help protect such 
historic structures in the neigh-
borhood as the Puffer’s Building 
at 214-218 Cambridge St., along 
with the oldest commercial struc-
tures on the street, among other 
buildings, said Armata.

Though she described the 
ordinance for Bay Village as “a 
relatively minor change,” Coun-
cilor Bok said on Beacon Hill, 
her greatest concern is for the 
brick sidewalks in the historic 
district on either side of Cam-
bridge Street, especially as the 
MBTA considers installing a pro-
posed Red-Blue line connector 

beneath that street.
“The brick sidewalks are an 

important part of the visual 
impact of the neighborhood,” 
said Councilor Bok, “and there 
are ways to really accommodate 
accessibility.”

Rev. White-Hammond said 
from an aesthetic standpoint, she 
“wants things to happen on both 
sides of the street.” 

And while Rev. White-Ham-
mond said there are currently no 
plans to change the sidewalks on 
Cambridge Street, she added that 
she “wants that conversation 
to happen cohesively together” 
with the process for the redesign 
of Cambridge Street to accom-
modate the Red-Blue connector. 
This would allow for the “con-
versation to happen holistically,” 
she said.

Council President Flynn, who 
pointed to the perceived lack 
of community input regarding 
the city’s decision to temporar-
ily close Dartmouth between 
St. James Avenue and Boylston 
Street to vehicular traffic for 10 
days last June for its Connect 
Copley pilot, said, “If we’re 
talking about a major renovation 
on Cambridge Street, residents 
need to be heard at the beginning 
[of the process].” 

Rev. White-Hammond 
assured Council President Flynn 
that Cambridge Street would 
undergo a “full street design,” 
and that “the whole street has a 
mapped-out process that needs 
to be followed.”

NOT TOO HARD TO TAKE

A couple of dogs seem to be enjoying the warmer weather on the Esplanade on the first day of spring.

Councilor Bok said that the 
Red-Blue connector has “just 
started to appear in the capital 
budget for the MBTA,” so the 
project is likely years away from 
breaking ground. “For me, that 
would be a major thing and 
would involve quite a lot of com-
munity process,” she added.

Alison Frazee, executive direc-
tor of the Boston Preservation 
Alliance, a nonprofit dedicated 
to the preservation of Boston’s 
architectural heritage, said the 
group supported the two “mea-
sures to enhance and protect 
both of these historic neighbor-
hoods.”

Mark Kiefer, chair of the 
Beacon Hill Architectural Com-
mission, as well as former chair 
and president of the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association board of direc-
tors and a 32-year resident of the 
neighborhood, spoke in favor of 
the home-rule petition for the 
Beacon Hill Historic District.

“This is a change that is wel-
come and, I dare say, overdue,” 
said Kiefer “It’s fair to say that 
since the directive [that estab-
lished the original guidelines for 
the Beacon Hill Historic Dis-
trict] was created, preservation 
has evolved to recognize social 
history, not just architectural 
history.”

As Kiefer noted, neither the 
Museum of African American 
History, nor The Vilna Shul, was 
originally included in the Beacon 
Hill Historic District, but both 
buildings have since been incor-
porated into its jurisdiction.

Kiefer added that the pro-
posed ordinance for Beacon Hill 
would also allow the commis-
sion to better ensure the “quality 
of workmanship” of new devel-
opments projects, and more 
importantly, ensure that they 
“enhance” Cambridge Street.

Moreover, Kiefer spoke in 
favor of including the side-
walks in the ordinance and also 
applauded Councilor Bok and 
Council President Flynn’s rec-
ommendation that would allow 
the commission added  means of 
enforcement.

Meghan Awe, current chair 
of the Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation, spoke in support of the 
home-rule petition, which, she 
said, would extend the Beacon 

Hill Historic District to Cam-
bridge Street “to finally [incor-
porate] all of the North Slope 
and make the neighborhood 
whole within the Beacon Hill 
Historic District.”

Rob Whitney, past chair of the 
Beacon Hill Civic Association 
board and a 35-year resident of 
the neighborhood, also spoke in 
favor of the proposed ordnance 
for the Beacon Hill Historic Dis-
trict and described it as “a great 
opportunity for the City Council 
to extend its natural boundary, 
which is Cambridge Street.”

Furthermore, Whitney 
described the Beacon Hill Archi-
tectural Commission’s process as 
“the perfect venue if any issues 
arise with the Red-Blue connec-
tor.”

Rev. White-Hammond point-
ed out that no one with disabil-
ities had spoken at the hearing, 
and from speaking to mem-
bers of this community, she has 
learned that “their characteri-
zation…differs from what has 
been represented here.”

Councilor Bok, who said she 
“remains in favor of brick side-
walks in this neck of the woods,” 
pointed to in front of a few prop-
erties of Joy Street, where wire-
cut brick had been used for the 
sidewalks in an effort to balance 
aesthetics and accessibility.

“There is a way to harmonize 
these two things,” she said.

Regarding the sidewalks on 
Cambridge Street, Councilor 
Bok said it ultimately comes 
down to the resources available. 
But she added that with the 
proposed Red-Blue connector, 
there’s an opportunity to tap 
state and federal funding for the 
redesign of Cambridge Street.

In conclusion, Councilor Bok 
said: “This 40 feet [now omitted 
from the Beacon Hill Historic 
District] really bothers me. It 
just looks goofy if you look at 
the map. It doesn’t really reflect 
the reality of what any observer 
would say is Beacon Hill.”

City Councilor Felix Arroyo, 
who chairs the Committee on 
Government Operations, said 
he would explore implementing 
both proposed ordinances in 
partnership with their lead spon-
sors, Councilor Bok and Council 
President Flynn.



PA G E  6 M A R c H  2 3 ,  2 0 2 3T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

A HOT NUTRITIOUS MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 60 years 
or older, and are interested in 
learning more about free home-
delivered meals and other services 
that provide support in the home, 
please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

DR. GERALD HASS HONORED BY SOUTH END COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

On Saturday March 18, the 
South End Community Health 
Center (SECHC), part of East 
Boston Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), hosted a Lega-
cy Reception Program alongside 
SECHC Co-Founder and Pedi-
atrician Dr. Gerald Hass with 
many notable community leaders 
in attendance. The reception cel-
ebrated the Center’s more than 
half a century of high-quality 
health care provided to the South 
End and surrounding commu-
nities, as well as the publication 
of Dr. Hass’s recent book on the 
subject.

 Since 1969, SECHC has pro-
vided primary care and specialty 
services like vision, dental and 
behavioral health care to thou-
sands of city families. Prior to 
its opening, South End residents 
were directed to the large Bos-
ton City Hospital for all their 
health needs. Confronted with 
long waits and language barriers 
at the hospital, and, what young 
Latina mothers deemed insuf-
ficient services, they demanded 
more accessible health care. As 
a result, SECHC was founded – 
first as a pediatric clinic, imme-
diately addressing the impacts of 
inequity and health disparities 
among this vulnerable popula-
tion, such as high rates of infant 
mortality and premature birth.

 In 2020, the center merged 
with EBNHC, the largest com-
munity-focused health system in 
Massachusetts and among the 

largest in the country.
 “Attention to community 

health is crucial in the battle for 
health equity across the Com-
monwealth,” said East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Center 
President and CEO Greg Wilm-
ot. “Leaders like Dr. Gerald Hass 
and EBNHC co-founder Dr. 
James Taylor paved a path that 
allows us to do the essential work 
we do today. These trailblazers in 
the community health movement 
understood the importance of 
taking care of the whole person 
-- the need to wrap our services 
around a patient to improve the 
health of a community. “

The program included a wel-
come address and testimonials 
from notable community health-
care leaders including Rev. Gloria 
White-Hammond, MD, co-pas-
tor Bethel AME Church and 
former SECHC pediatrician, and 
Paulette DiSpagna, Boston Pub-
lic Schools social worker and for-
mer patient of Dr. Hass. EBNHC 
CEO Greg Wilmot, EBNHC 
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Jack-
ie Fantes, FAAFP, EVP; SECHC 
Senior Director Donetta Barros; 
and EBNHC Medical Director 
Dr. Thomas Silva, a mentee of 
Dr. Hass, also spoke. Following 
the testimonials, Wilmot, Dr. 
Hass, and longtime WBUR radio 
host José C. Massó III partici-
pated in a guided discussion on 
the history and importance of 
SECHC to the community.

Dr. Gerald Hass (right), with South End Health 
Center’s first optometrist Dr Jeffrey Nyman, and 
former board president Jovita Fontanez.

Alexis Davis, Deb Farr-Parkman, and Takesha Hurd. 

Dr. Amanda Freeman, one of the first pediatricians 
to work at SECHC, and Devina Nieves-Masso, who 
started as a receptionist but after 16 years moved to to 
Patient Care Director at the SECHC.

South End resident Katie Blake asks a question.

Retired clinical social worker Raymond Walden, nurse Patty Scott and 
her husband Chuck, and Rev. Gloria White-Hammond MD who also 
worked at the South End Health Center. 

Dr. Daniel Simpson and Barbara Seidl wait to get 
their books autographed. 

Candidate for Massachusetts State Representative 
Suffolk County 9th District Amparo Ortiz with Dr. 
Gerald Hass. 

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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Boston 
Antiques 

& Lampshades

Custom Paper & fabric 
shades 

Affordable Silk shades 
Fine Antiques & Jewelry 

 
119 Charles St.  
617-367-9000

BostonAntiques 
@yahoo.com

 Looking to purchase  
one item to entire estates.

UPSTAIRS
DOWNSTAIRS

HOME
69 CHARLES ST., BOSTON MA, 02114

617-367-1950
lauraupstairsdownstairs@gmail.com

upstairsdownstairsantiques

We Buy Antiques

March Madness Sale
Enjoy 20% Off 

Furniture, Rugs 
& Blue & White 

Porcelain

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

Top route: Jose C. Masso III, Paulette DeSpagna LMHC, Dr. Gerald Hass MD, Greg Wilmot, Dr. Thomas 
Silva, and Rev Gloria White-Hammond. Bottom row: Dr. Jackie Fantes, Devina Nieves-Masso, and Dr. 
Amanda Freeman.

Dr. Gerald Hass holds his book with typist Pearl 
Vercruysse who helped him with writing it. 

Co-Pastor of the Bethel AME Church and former 
SECHC Pediatrician Rev Gloria White-Hammond 
MD speaks about working with Dr. Hass.

Dr. Gerald Hass signs a book for his former patient Paulette DeSpagna 
LMHC.

Jose C. Masso III hugs Dr. Gerald Hass.

Dr. Thomas Silva, East Boston Neighborhood Health 
Center Medical Director of Pediatrics and former res-
ident of Dr. Hass, offers a testimonial about working 
with him. 

A panel discussion called “Taking History” had Jose 
C. Masso III, Dr. Gerald Hass, and East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Center President and CEO 
Greg Wilmot talk about the impact that the South 
End Community Health Center has in the neighbor-
hood.

DR. GERALD HASS HONORED BY SOUTH END COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

There are animals with life-
long special needs and some 
who, with their families, have 
to adapt due to injury, illness, or 
aging. Thankfully, there are ways 
to support these animals and 
many devices to help them live 
safer and more rewarding lives.

Vision 
One of the sweetest stories 

we’ve heard over the years was 
about a senior dog who gradu-
ally lost his vision. One day the 
guardians noticed their younger 
pup blocking the older one from 
a stairway. 

As time went by, they would 
see the two coming up and down 
the stairs, moving in unison, 
with the senior member of the 
pair safely positioned between 
himself and a wall by the young-
ster. The family never taught the 
dogs any of this behavior. How-
ever, they did reward both dogs 
as it progressed.

Stairway gates are one adap-
tive device recommended for 
blind animals. A halo harness for 
blind dogs protects their heads 
by bumping into things before 
the dog does. Scented toys allow 
a blind animal to find and play 

with a toy. 

Hearing 
As our Maggie Mae lost her 

hearing in old age, we were 
happy we had taught her to 
respond to hand signals. Now 
research is testing the ability of 
dogs to learn both American 
Sign Language and “K9Sign” 
language. This communication 
can be used when a dog or a 
family member is deaf. Best 
Friends Animal Sanctuary is one 
place using this training.

You can test the dog’s range 
of deafness to see if you can use 
their remaining hearing. Dogs 
start with far better hearing 
than we do. A dog may not hear 
your voice but may pick up the 
sound of a dog whistle beyond 
the range of human hearing. You 
can also shake a can of pennies 
or squeak a toy.

If that fails, turn to other 
strong canine senses. Vibration 
is a great tool. As you approach, 
you can make your footsteps 
heavier, setting off vibrations the 
dog can feel. If the dog is on a 
dog bed or sofa, gently tap the 
cushion. There are “vibration 
only” communication and train-
ing collars. Be sure the device you 
choose does not have an electric 

shock option. 
Arouse that finely tuned nose 

with an odoriferous treat like 
dried mussels, salmon jerky, or 
smelly cheese.

Mobility 
In the Boston area, we’re 

fortunate to have an excellent 
source for custom dog mobility 
carts–Eddie’s Wheels in Shel-
burne, MA. We’ve been fol-
lowing the amazing work of Ed 
Grinnell since we met our first of 
his canine customers more than 

15 years ago. Penny admits to 
visiting the website www.eddies-
wheels.com for the joy of read-
ing his success stories. 

Pet strollers are another 
option. They are perfect for 
keeping an older dog in the 
social game. This is the solution 
if your pooch loves to be out and 
about with you but can’t walk to 
a favorite spot. A stroller lets you 
provide just enough exercise and 
a ride for the rest of the way. 

Your veterinarian, groomer, 
or local pet supply store can be 

a resource for the latest assistive 
harnesses and support devices 
you can use as needed. More and 
more of these products come to 
the market each year. 

You and your special needs 
animal may enjoy better quality 
time together if you explore and 
use the many options available 
to a specific situation. 

Do you have a question or 
topic for City Paws? Send an 
email to Penny@BostonZest.
com with your request.

CITY PAWS

Special needs animals

Canine wheelchairs are available for dogs and cats of all sizes, from tiny to giant.

By Robert H. Shmerling, MD

What’s all the buzz?  Join Dr. 
Shmerling – retired clinician, 
educator and researcher – for a 
reality check.  He will provide 
a broad overview of inflamma-
tion:  what it is, how it can help 
or hurt and why we are hearing 
so much about it on March 28.  
Dr. Shmerling will then discuss 
the relationship between chronic 
inflammation and chronic dis-
ease, providing examples where 
the relationship is clear and oth-
ers where it’s less certain. Final-
ly, he will review measures most 
likely to calm chronic, harmful 
inflammation and discuss how 
future research may clarify novel 
ways to address it.

Dr. Robert H. Shmerling 
mixed clinical care, teaching 
and research throughout his dis-
tinguished career.  He served as 

Clinical Chief of Rheumatology 
and Rheumatology Fellowship 
Program Director at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center for 
many years until retiring from 

clinical practice in 2020.  His 
research interests have centered 
on diagnostic studies in patients 
with musculoskeletal symptoms, 
rheumatic and autoimmune 
diseases.  He has had extensive 
teaching responsibilities within 
BIDMC and Harvard Medical 
School including supervising res-
idents and fellows in the rheuma-
tology practice.  Currently, he is 
a Senior Faculty Editor at Har-
vard Health Publishing, the con-
sumer health education division 
of Harvard Medical School.

This Zoom webinar is pre-
sented by Beacon Hill Village 
in partnership with the Boston 
Public Library as part of its Liv-
ing Well Ending Well series. Reg-
istration required online https://
beaconhillvillage.org/ or by call-
ing 617-723-9713.  Registrants 
will receive a link the day before 
the event.

Inflammation: Friend, foe or double-agent

Dr. Robert H. Shmerling.

The Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC), is encour-
aging residents to be mindful 
of the risk of COVID-19 and 
other respiratory viruses. While 
Suffolk  County is still at low 
COVID-19 community risk 
level according to the CDC, 
gathering in large groups, partic-
ularly indoors, increases the risk 
of transmission.  

“We are in a much better 
place than we were a year ago, 
but when you gather in large 
groups indoors there is always 
an increased risk of transmitting 
and acquiring respiratory infec-
tions, including COVID-19,” 
said Dr. Bisola Ojikutu,  Com-
missioner of Public Health and 
Executive Director of the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission. 

“My advice to everybody is to 
stay home if you are sick and get 
boosted if you have not done so 
yet.” 

New COVID-19 cases have 
decreased 10% over past 7 days 
and by 34% over past 14 days. 
New COVID-19 related hospi-
talizations have stabilized over 
the past week (1% increase) but 
have decreased by 34% over 
the past two weeks. The latest  
data from Boston’s wastewater 
surveillance program show a 
citywide average of 479 RNA 
copies/mL, representing a 46% 
decrease over the past 14 days. 
Nine of the 11 neighborhoods 
surveyed are below this average. 

Residents should also make 

Suffolk county remains at low 
cOVID-19 community levels

(coVid Pg. 11)
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One of Massachusetts’ most 
iconic events is back! Project 
Bread’s The Walk for Hunger, 
the Commonwealth’s largest and 
oldest day of community action 
against hunger, is seeking walk-
ers for a new 3-mile route. Back 
in-person for the first time since 
2019, the one-day fundraising 
event is set for Sunday, May 7 at 
the Boston Common, featuring 
plenty of family-friendly activa-

tions along the 3-mile loop. The 
Walk for Hunger is a fundrais-
er that supports Project Bread’s 
work to raise awareness for food 
insecurity and increase food 
access for people of all ages in 
Massachusetts. In its 55th year, 
Project Bread invites you to help 
us raise more than $1 million to 
support food assistance resourc-
es and sustainable policy solu-
tions to end hunger. Likemind-

ed anti-hunger organizations 
can enroll in our co-fundraising 
program, The Commonwealth, 
forming teams to raise money to 
support their own work, while 
also furthering the statewide 
effort. To register for the event 
and create a personal or team 
fundraising page for the Walk 
for Hunger or to make a dona-
tion, visit projectbread.org/walk 
or call (617) 723-5000.

Project Bread’s The Walk for Hunger May 7

Walkers in the Walk for Hunger.

Boston artist Maria Termini 
announces that she is donating 
over 300 of her signed limited 
edition silk screen prints to the 
Boston Public Schools.  These 
prints have been created during 
her many years of actively 
working as an artist- printmak-
er.  She is offering portfolios of 
fifteen prints to schools in Ros-
lindale, Roxbury, Mattapan, 
Hyde Park, West Roxbury and 
Jamaica Plain. Silk screening, 
also known as serigraphy, is a 
stencil printmaking process used 
by famous artists such as Corita 
Kent and Andy Warhol that pro-
duces art with brilliant colors. 
The complex process of creating 
a silk screen print uses frames 
stretched tightly with silk and 
requires stencils on the silk for 
each color along with very pre-
cise printing of the colors. 

Maria Termini’s work inspires 
joy in the viewer.  Her hope is 

that her art can bring beauty and 
meaning to the students, teach-
ers and staff in the Boston Pub-
lic Schools as it is displayed in 
offices, hallways, cafeterias and 
classrooms. 

Maria Termini has enjoyed the 
process of creating art in many 
media which include printmak-
ing, collage, watercolor, mosaic, 
weaving and fabric appliqué.  
Maria Termini is the designer of 

the Josiah Quincy School porce-
lain enamel mural in Chinatown 
and other public art projects. She 
has had over forty-three one per-
son shows of her artwork and 
shown in many juried exhibits. 
She is the author of the book, 
Silk Screening, which was pub-
lished by Prentice-Hall.  Her 
work is in the Fogg Museum, 
the Boston Public Library, many 
non-profit organizations and 
in private collections through-
out the world.  She continues 
to be inspired by reverence and 
amazement at the ever-unfolding 
beauty of creation. 

This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the May-
or’s Office of Arts and Culture 
and the City of Boston. For 
more information or to secure a 
portfolio for your school, please 
contact: Maria Termini, 617 553 
2762, mariatermini2013@gmail.
com, or www.mariatermini.com.

Maria Termini.

Boston artist donates her art to Boston Public Schools

STaTE rEp cONTEST (from pg. 1)

backs of rent control in Boston, 
although he added that he doesn’t 
agree with deed restrictions – 
something that he admits he doesn’t 
entirely understand.

Moreover, Moran described 
the city’s Impact Advisory Group 
(IAG) process for large-scale devel-
opment project as a “Kabuki play,” 
since project specifics have usually 
already been determined prior to 
this stage.

Regarding what he calls the 
“humanitarian crisis” centered at 
the intersection of Massachusetts 
Avenue and Melnea Cass Boule-
vard, Moran said this matter hits 
close to home for him, since his late 
father struggled with alcoholism 
and his brother has also had sub-
stance abuse issues.

Moran said he believes the cri-
sis must be tackled from “a holis-
tic human perspective” that would 
seek to treat mental illness, along 
with the underlying substance 
abuse issues.

Among the ideas that Moran 
would like to explore is reopening 
the Long Island Bridge for a facili-
ty that would treat mental illness in 
tandem with substance abuse.

Additionally, Moran has served 
on District 7 City Councilor Tania 
Fernandez-Anderson’s advisory 
council since its inception in Jan-
uary of 2022. The group meets for 
three hours every Saturday (and 
sometimes during the week as 
well) to focus on topics affecting 
the district, including development, 
healthcare, equity, and arts and 
culture. Councilor Fernandez-An-
derson is now supporting Moran 
in the race, he said.Moran said he 
was compelled to run for office to 
give back to a community that has 
allowed him to be himself as a gay 
man. “I’ll forever be grateful for 
that, and the time is right now for 
me to give back,” he said.

To learn more about Moran and 
his campaign, visit johnmoran9.
com.

Another candidate in the race is 
Amparo “Chary” Ortiz, also of the 
South End. She is a longtime BU 
School of Public Health administra-
tor and a single mother of two chil-
dren, both now attending Boston 
Public Schools.

Ortiz, who grew up in the Cathe-
dral housing projects, said she 
knows firsthand some of the chal-
lenges facing people in her district, 
as she too has often lived paycheck 
to paycheck.

“I think there are a lot of peo-

ple like me in the community who 
get priced out of the South End,” 
said Ortiz, who added if elected, 
she would intend to help her con-
stituents better understand the 
affordable housing process and the 
resources available to them. 

“I don’t think anyone should 
be paying over 35 percent [of 
their income towards housing],” 
she said.

Moreover, Ortiz said she is 
already active in the communi-
ty, serving on the boards of the 
Blackstone Community Center 
and the South End Community 
Health Center, as well as on the 
Puerto Rican Festival of Massa-
chusetts planning committee.

As state representative, Ortiz 
said she would champion the 
causes of affordable home-own-
ership opportunities in the dis-
trict; “youth development in our 
classrooms”; and community 
outreach in regard to public safe-
ty. 

Ortiz said she ultimately 
intends to foster “a communi-
ty that comes together to make 
everyone in the neighborhood 
stronger” – something, she said, 
that “cannot be done if we don’t 
unify.”

Said Ortiz: “We need all of 
you…in order to make decisions 
that aren’t one-sided, and that 
are beneficial.”

Asked why she has chosen to 
run for state rep, Ortiz replied, 
“I think this position is a gift. 
It’s not just thinking about your 
family. [The community] is like 
an extension of your family.”

Said Ortiz: “I really want to 
dive into creating a unity that I 
don’t think has been done before. 
As I look around the room, I see 
a lot of people are missing. I 
think there are a lot of voices no 
one has gone to. With the low-in-
come and the working class, it 
almost feels like they’re kept in a 
box. We don’t want to be limit-
ed. Let us all be at the table to 
help make better decisions.”

To learn more about Ortiz 
and her campaign, visit chary49.
com (although the website hadn’t 
been launched yet as of Wednes-
day, March 22).

The special election for the 
9th Suffolk District state repre-
sentative seat is now scheduled, 
with the primary set for May 2, 
followed by the final election on 
May 30.
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Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Office of Youth Employment 
and Opportunity (YEO) last 
week announced the expan-
sion of the SuccessLink Summer 
Youth Employment program 
for 2023. The program is now 
accepting applications. Boston 
youth ages 14-18 can apply for 
in-person and hybrid summer 
job opportunities at nonprofits, 
community-based organizations, 
and City agencies. This year, 
the City made an unprecedent-
ed $18.7M investment in youth 
jobs, the largest in Boston’s his-
tory. This funding will support 
5,000 youth jobs in partnership 
with local nonprofits and com-
munity organizations and 2,000 
City based youth jobs, making 
the City the largest employer for 
youth summer jobs in Boston. 
The program’s expansion is part 
of a larger effort to incentivize 
both nonprofit and corporate 
employers’ commitment to reach 
pre-COVID summer job levels. 

“Ensuring that every young 
person across our city has access 
to job opportunities is critical 
in our work to lay a foundation 
for Boston’s youth to grow and 
thrive,” said Mayor Michelle 
Wu. “The City’s youth sum-
mer jobs program is critical in 
empowering our youth and con-
necting them with opportunity. 
This year, we are expanding the 
number of youth jobs available 
and deepening our partnerships 
which will allow our young peo-
ple explore careers and develop 
their skills. I’m grateful to all of 
our partners and employers for 
their commitment to our young 
people and encourage every teen-
ager and young adult to apply for 
a summer job.”

“As a city, choosing to invest 
in young people will always be 
the right decision. Youth jobs are 
essential to giving young people a 
space to develop themselves into 
young professionals; exposure to 
various industries and occupa-

tions; explore where their inter-
est can intersect with the impact 
they desire to have in the world; 
to build relationships with trust-
ed advisors and develop skills 
to be prepared for future career 
and educational opportunities,” 
said Rashad Cope, Deputy Chief 
of the Worker Empowerment 
Cabinet and the Office of Youth 
Employment & Opportunity. 
“We know how critical it is to 
ensure every young person has 
access to job opportunities, and 
collectively we are committed 
to this, alongside our incredi-
ble partners and employers who 
make these employment experi-
ences possible for Boston youth.”

Led by the Office of Youth 
Employment and Opportunity, 
SuccessLink is designed to not 
only recruit and hire youth, but 
also to ensure that their employ-
ment experience is engaging, 
meaningful, and advances their 
professional and personal devel-
opment. Last fall, Mayor Wu 
established the Worker Empow-
erment Cabinet to advance the 
wellbeing of Boston workers, led 
by Chief Trinh Nguyen. Expand-
ing economic opportunities for 
youth through access to quality 
jobs, skills training, and career 
pipelines is a key priority of the 
cabinet. The Office of Youth 
Employment and Opportuni-
ty, formerly the Department of 
Youth Engagement and Employ-
ment (DYEE), was moved to the 
Worker Empowerment Cabinet 
to lead this work.

“Getting a summer job can be 
life-changing for young people in 
terms of gaining work readiness 
skills, identifying career inter-
ests, obtaining a mentor, and 
in many instances, getting that 
first, memorable paycheck,” said 
Trinh Nguyen, Chief of Work-
er Empowerment. “The City of 
Boston is grateful to the many 
community partners coming 
together to provide these oppor-
tunities for our young people. We 

look forward to working with 
all of them to help build for the 
future.”

Each year, YEO partners with 
a wide range of nonprofit orga-
nizations, City agencies, and 
lead youth employment provid-
ers, including Action for Boston 
Community Development, the 
Boston Private Industry Coun-
cil, Artists for Humanity, John 
Hancock MLK Scholars, and the 
Boys and Girls Club of Boston to 
create youth summer jobs. Youth 
have the opportunity to get con-
nected to various industries that 
provide inspiration for long-term 
careers such as the arts, health 
care, STEM, sports and recre-
ation, education, and public 
administration.

“SuccessLink is the foundation 
for the entire Mayor’s Summer 
Jobs Program.  It is the one source 
for summer youth employment 
that is open to all Boston teenag-
ers, regardless of neighborhood 
or high school,” said Neil Sul-
livan, Executive Director of the 
Boston Private Industry Council. 
“The young people who connect 
with private sector opportunities 
through the PIC often credit their 
prior SuccessLink job as prepar-
ing them for a summer internship 
in healthcare, finance, life scienc-
es, architecture, or other profes-
sion.”

“ABCD is pleased to partner 
with the City of Boston to ensure 
that young people of Boston 
have an abundance of summer 
employment options,” said Sha-
ron Scott-Chandler, President 
& CEO of ABCD, Inc. “As a 
longstanding provider of access 
to youth employment and career 
development services through 
our SummerWorks program 
(and other programs), ABCD 
understands very well that these 
initiatives build a foundation to 
support academic achievement 
and future employment success-
es.”

“Artists For Humanity is 

excited to grow our partner-
ship with the City of Boston's 
Office of Youth Employment 
and Opportunity this summer by 
providing hundreds of teen jobs 
with meaningful summer learn-
ing experiences for our City's 
young people,” said Anna Yu, 
Executive Director of Artists For 
Humanity. “With the ambitious 
vision of YEO, and hundreds of 
amazing partner organizations, 
Summer 2023 is on track to be 
the best and biggest year ever 
for creative teen employment in 
Boston! We are honored to play 
a part in helping to make this 
possible." 

This year, YEO has expand-
ed its youth jobs grantmaking 
efforts to provide more funding 
directly to nonprofit organiza-
tions to design job experiences, 
remove barriers to enrollment 
and transfer administrative 
responsibilities to allow for a 
more streamlined process. These 
expanded efforts will encourage 
greater collaboration, coalition 
building, and learn and earn 
models among higher education 
institutions and job providers in 
the youth employment space.

To ensure that all youth have 
equitable access to these oppor-
tunities, the City will continue to 
support organizations that focus 
on proven at-risk youth popula-
tions (e.g. justice-involved youth, 
foster care, youth experiencing 
homelessness, etc.) YEO will 
work to ensure that disadvan-
taged youth get access to employ-
ment opportunities through the 
Massachusetts Commonwealth 
Corporation YouthWorks part-
nership. Additionally, the depart-
ment will again work with the 
Mayor’s Office for Immigrant 
Advancement (MOIA) to pro-
vide immigrant youth with 
hands-on leadership and skills 
training, regardless of immigra-
tion status.

“People don’t realize how 
quickly your status can change 

and how much it can limit your 
opportunities. As a former 
Dreamer, I know what it’s like 
to feel frustrated by that because 
I had so much to offer to the 
world,” said Monique Tú Nguy-
en, Executive Director of the 
Mayor's Office for Immigrant 
Advancement. “Through oppor-
tunities like this, we can ensure 
that this generation of youth has 
opportunities that I didn’t have, 
and the world can benefit from 
their full potential.”

The SuccessLink webpage has 
been updated to make it easier 
for young people to navigate the 
application process. Youth can 
view job postings, see a list of 
required documents, and apply 
directly to the organizations. The 
Office of Youth Employment and 
Opportunity also offers applica-
tion assistance. Youth can visit 
the office in person, Monday - 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 1483 
Tremont Street in Roxbury, or 
call 617-635-4202 to get help. 

The Office of Youth Employ-
ment and Opportunity will also 
be hosting a Youth Job and 
Resource Fair at the Reggie 
Lewis Center on Saturday, April 
22, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Youth will 
have the opportunity to connect 
with 100+ summer employers, 
access youth resources, receive 
job application assistance, and 
win prizes. Refreshments will be 
provided. Parents and/or guard-
ians are welcome to attend with 
their youth.

Applying for a summer posi-
tion with SuccessLink does not 
guarantee a job but the goal is to 
place as many youth as possible. 
Applications will be accepted on 
a rolling basis. Youth are encour-
aged to get their applications in 
early. For more information on 
the 2023 SuccessLink Summer 
Youth Employment program, 
visit boston.gov/summer-jobs. 

Expansion of 2023 city of Boston SuccessLink Summer Youth Jobs program announced

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Prime Storage 
- Boston Traveler St. located at 33 
Traveler St., Boston, MA 02118 
intends to hold an auction to sell 
the goods stored by the following 
tenants at the storage facility. The 
sale will occur as an online auction 
via www.storagetreasures.com on 
4/12/2023 at 12:00 PM. Unless 
stated otherwise the description 
of the contents are household 
goods and furnishings. Ryan K 

Gisselberg unit #263; Alvin King 
unit #313; Jackie Jaeger unit 
#419; Gregory Larrieu unit #429. 
All property is being stored at the 
above self-storage facility. This sale 
may be withdrawn at any time 
without notice. Certain terms and 
conditions apply. See manager for 
details.

3/23/23, 3/30/23
BS

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Prime Storage 
- Boston South End located at 
100 Southampton St., Boston, MA 
02118 intends to hold an auction 
to sell the goods stored by the 
following tenants at the storage 
facility. The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.storaget-
reasures.com on 4/12/2023 at 
12:00 PM. Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the contents are 
household goods and furnishings. 
Otar Matchavariani unit #1061; 
Dustin Ward units #2105 & #2124; 

Tyler John Coute unit #3041; 
Daphne Flowers unit #3095; 
Maleek D Shaheed unit #3311; 
Megan Frickle unit #4081; Jennifer 
Edgecomb unit #4095; Jose Prado 
Perez unit #4192; Leo Motsis unit 
#5037. All property is being stored 
at the above self-storage facility. 
This sale may be withdrawn at any 
time without notice. Certain terms 
and conditions apply. See manager 
for details.

3/23/23, 3/30/23
BS

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Boston Sun encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding 
and birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to 
our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and 

photos to deb@thebostonsun.com
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The elaborate wrought iron balcony in the last clue is on 529 
Massachusetts Avenue. This building is on Chester Square, 
a park built by the city circa 1857 to attract affluent residents 
and developers before the city auctioned off the adjacent 
lots. 
You’ll find the next clue in the Back Bay.
Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like fea-
tured? Send an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your 
suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S cLUE

Attention to Detail
pHOTOS aNd TExT By pENNy cHErUBiNO

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

cOVid (from pg. 8)

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Fang, Wenqi           Steinberg, Penny 160 Beacon St #1            $1,825,000  
Nancy Michaels RET       Hinshaw Kopiwoda Lt     280 Beacon St #21      $1,352,500  
Murphy, Andrew G Willison, Barbara A     354 Beacon St #3             $600,000  
Spooner Ter LLC Carlton House Unit 14d N 2 Commonwealth Ave #14D      $4,637,288  
Spooner Ter LLC Fs 1515 Nt           2 Commonwealth Ave #14E    $4,691,966  
Spooner Ter LLC Fs 1515 Nt             2 Commonwealth Ave #14F      $8,320,746  
11 Marlborough LLC 124 TLLC 9 Marlborough St     $12,000,000   
11 Marlborough LLC 124 TLLC 11 Marlborough St              $12,000,000   
Marlborough 135- P Hldg Sackler, David 133 Marlborough St #12         $805,000  
Turner, Emily Chiu, Nicholas 466 Commonwealth Ave #307  $409,000
Halilovic, Enida          Curley, James 14 Hereford St #4         $640,000  

BEACON HILL
Lee, Gabriel Q         Albany Holdings LLC 21 Beacon St #8G              $645,000
Nguyen, Andrew P Jdmd Owner LLC 45 Temple St #206            $2,500,000
Serengeti LLC Twenty Two West Cedar Nt 22 W Cedar St              $7,950,000  
Chang, Baolin           Ayad, Widad 6 Whittier Pl #4J6     $410,000

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Kennedy, Linda M      Moss, John W 33 Appleton St #3              $635,000  
Soforiz LLC Bermingham, Nessan A   13 Cazenove St                $4,800,000  
Harmstone, Elizabeth       Tepper, Richard        116 Chandler St #1            $2,100,000  
Kljat, Angelina Sanfilippo, Kathryn 8 Garrison St #604          $455,000   
210 Trinity Place Rt       Keller, Kate 1 Huntington Ave #210         $525,000  
Sherwood, Robert         Watt, Thomas J 505 Tremont St #702            $2,695,000  
Webber, Melissa            Warren 154 LLC 154 Warren Ave #1         $2,400,000
Goldstein, Aaron Mary Oliverson RET   529 Columbus Ave #4       $725,000  
Howe, David Cohen, Bernard E 9 Concord Sq #4                $1,620,000  
Kerstein, Jason S Campbell, Robert B 12 Durham St #3             $989,000  
Varney, Andrew B       Oosterhuis, Jana 58 Rutland St #1           $2,240,500  
Roberts, Thomas G       Wei, Gu-Yeon 32 Traveler St #304           $1,350,000  
P & Beth Mckeon 2006 Ft   Geraghty, Brian F       148 W Newton St #2             $2,350,000  

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Stinky Piglets RET      Alan K Himmer 2010 T  3 Avery St #501           $795,000  
Abdelnour, Sahem Boston Global Fortune LL     1 Franklin St #3809         $1,350,000 
Bmy South LLC G & R Rt             106 South St #B           $1,151,000

sure they are up to date on their 
COVID-19 vaccinations, and 
those interested in receiving the 
$75 gift card incentive for a vac-
cine or booster should do as soon 
as possible. The Massachusetts 
Department  of Public Health 
is ending this incentive program 
after March 31, meaning BPHC 
will no longer give out the $75 
gift cards at its standing clinics. 

BPHC also recommends res-
idents at high risk for severe 

infection wear a mask indoors to 
increase their protection against 
respiratory viruses. Additionally, 
testing for COVID-19 prior to 
gathering and staying home if 
you are sick or if you test positive 
are recommended. Free rapid 
test kits are available at BPHC 
standing sites listed below.

COVID-19 testing, vaccines, 
and boosters are free and widely 
available at BPHC’s five standing 
sites.  

Boston City Hall – 1 City Hall 
Sq., Boston.       

Open Mondays 7 a.m.-1 p.m. 
and Wednesdays 12-5 p.m.   

Bruce C. Bolling Building – 
2300 Washington St., Nubian 
Square.      

Open Tuesdays – Saturdays 
12-8 p.m.   

For more information on 
testing and vaccination sites 
around Boston, visit boston.gov/
covid19.  
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 172 Newbury Street • Boston, Massachusetts • 617.236.0711 • www.CampionRE.com

CAMPION & COMPANY
EXCLUSIVE LISTING

TRACY CAMPION

617-236-0711
TCAMPION@CAMPIONRE.COM

SIGNET RESIDENCES
63 MOUNT VERNON STREET, PENTHOUSE RESIDENCE

3 BEDROOMS | 2 FULL 3 HALF BATHROOMS | 5,070 SQUARE FEET

LISTED AT $14,990,000

BURRAGE MANSION
314 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, RESIDENCE TWO

3 BEDROOMS | 3 FULL 1 HALF BATHROOMS | 3,422 SQUARE FEET

LISTED AT $8,690,000

JUST

LISTED!


