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City conducts annual
homelessness census

Special to the Sun

On Thursday night, Jan. 30,
Chief of Housing Sheila Dillon
led more than 250 volunteers,
including state and city officials,
homelessness service providers,
public health representatives,
and first responders, in conduct-
ing the City of Boston’s 45th
annual homelessness census.
This comprehensive effort is part
of Boston’s yearly initiative to
assess and address homelessness
by counting unsheltered individ-
uals and families in emergency
shelters, transitional housing,
domestic violence programs, and
those living outdoors.

“Boston’s annual homeless-
ness census is an opportunity
to evaluate the needs of unshel-
tered Bostonians and connect
individuals to services,” said
Mayor Michelle Wu. “The data

from the census is crucial for
the City as we act with urgency
and care to make Boston a city
for everyone. We are grateful to
our partners and the dedicated
volunteers throughout the City
for their collaboration in making
this year’s census possible.”

At this year’s census, volun-
teers canvassed 45 areas, includ-
ing every neighborhood, Logan
Airport, and Boston’s transit
and parks systems, starting just
after midnight. They conducted
surveys, identified those sleeping
on the streets, and distributed
safety information and items
to help individuals stay warm.
Survey results will be analyzed,
cross-checked with shelter data,
and used to inform policies and
allocate resources. This effort is
required annually by HUD.

(Census, Pa. 10)
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One of the volunteers checking on a homeless person.
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Shown are some of the more than 250 volunteers who canvassed every Boston neighborhood conducting the
annual homelessness census..

Josh Kraft officially announces
candidacy for Mayor of Boston

By Cary Shuman

The great race for mayor is
on.

And mayoral candidate Josh
Kraft, his supporters, and cam-
paign team couldn’t have asked
for a better kickoff than what
transpired Tuesday morning at
the historic Prince Hall Grand
Lodge in Dorchester.

Kraft walked confidently

to the podium and delivered a
speech that outlined his vision of
Boston. People from neighbor-
hoods across the city, from the
Boys and Girls Club, the Urban
League, and the Patriots Foun-
dation stood behind him holding
blue and white “Josh Kraft For
Mayor” signs.

The media presence was
extraordinary and the coverage
intense. Following his speech,

Kraft answered questions from a
swarm of reporters about a vari-
ety of subjects. He then walked
over to embrace his daughter,
Anna Kraft, who had been sit-
ting proudly in the front row
during the event.

Just 15 minutes later, Bos-
ton TV stations led their noon
broadcasts with live reports

(KRAFT, PG. 6)

Wu announces new road safety ordinance to increase
accountability of third-party delivery providers

Special to the Times

Mayor Michelle Wu
announced Feb. 3 she has filed
an ordinance with the Boston
City Council to require food
delivery apps such as DoorDash,
UberEats, and GrubHub to
obtain a permit to operate within

the City of Boston.

The permit would require
the companies to have liability
insurance coverage for all driv-
ers using their platform, includ-
ing those using motorcycles,
mopeds, and electric scooters,
and to share aggregate data on
delivery trips. The City first sent

a letter to DoorDash, UberEats,
and GrubHub in June of 2024,
calling for more accountability
in response to growing resident
complaints around public safe-
ty on Boston’s streets. This new
ordinance will further address
street safety concerns in an

(SAFETY, Pg. 10)
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EDITORIAL

10 YEARS AGO, WE WERE
AMIDST SNOWMAGEDDON

Yes, time does fly, and for those of us who lived through the Snow-
mageddon, it’s hard to believe that 10 years have passed since we
were in the middle of that epic winter season of 2015.

Major snowstorms just kept rolling in, week after week, from Jan-
uary through the end of February, eventually burying the Metro Bos-
ton area under a record total of 110 inches of snow for the season.

Even for those of us who enjoy a brisk snow-shoveling workout,
the non-stop barrage of major snowstorms that barrelled through
our area at the rate of twice per week was overwhelming. Our drive-
way resembled a tunnel, with the snow piled 8-9 feet on either side,
which made shoveling the snow extra hard because we also had to
throw it up high just to clear the wall of snow to get it out of the way.

We also recall clearing our roof of snow (because of warnings that
the snow could become too heavy and cause a collapse). We actual-
ly fell off the portion of our roof that -- fortunately -- was not too
high off the ground. We plunged into a cushion of eight feet of snow
that was only a few feet below the roofline and climbed back onto
the roof to finish the task. No harm, no foul.

For those who park their cars on the street, the Snowmageddon
was sheer torture. No sooner had you shoveled out your space, then
another big storm came in and reburied your vehicle. Some folks
eventually just gave up and their cars remained entombed for weeks
at a time.

Cities and towns were overwhelmed in their efforts to keep up
with snow removal. Not only did they exhaust their entire snow
removal budgets by mid-January (the state and federal governments
eventually reimbursed communities for some of their snow removal
costs), but they could not find any place to put the tons of snow
that had to be trucked away.

In Revere, National Guard units brought in heavy equipment
just to make the city’s streets passable. Some communities ended up
dumping the snow onto their playing fields. In Winthrop, the moun-
tain of snow that was piled high onto the high school baseball field
still obstructed the field into late-April.

There were so many snowstorms and so many declarations of
states of emergency by then-Governor Charlie Baker, that It seemed
as though we were in one long State of Emergency.

So while we acknowledge the truth of the proverb that all of us
tend to look back at the past through rose-colored glasses, we have
to admit that we hope the Snowmageddon of 2015 was a one-and-
done sort of event that we never will have to deal with again.

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves
the right to edit letters for space and
clarity. The Independent Newspaper Group
publishes columns, viewpoints and letters to
the editor as a forum for readers to express
their opinions and to encourage debate.
Please note that the opinions expressed are
not necessarily those of The Independent
Newspaper Group. Text or attachments
emailed to deb@thebostonsun.com are

preferred.
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Holding delivery giants accountable
for safer streets in Boston

By City Councilor Sharon Durkan

For far too long, third-party
delivery platforms have operat-
ed in Boston as if the rules don’t
apply to them. Their business
model prioritizes speed and prof-
it over safety and accountability,
leaving residents, pedestrians,
and even their own drivers to
deal with the consequences of
reckless and lawless behavior on
our streets.

As Planning, Development,
and Transportation Chair, I
chaired a hearing last year where
I publicly asked these platforms
to use the detailed delivery data
that we know they collect to mit-
igate their impact on our streets.
Unsurprisingly, they offered lit-
tle to no transparency, and our
request for them to self-regu-
late using such information was
neglected. The administration’s
ordinance today builds on that
idea by requiring appropriate
data reporting, making it impos-
sible for these companies to con-
tinue hiding behind vague excus-
es and glib indifference.

Mayor Michelle Wu has intro-
duced an ordinance that will
require delivery companies like
DoorDash, UberEats, and Grub-
Hub to obtain permits to operate
in Boston. This ordinance estab-
lishes a framework for account-
ability, ensuring that these large
corporations do their part to
keep our streets safe. By requir-
ing companies to provide liabili-
ty insurance for all their drivers,
whether on cars, motorcycles,
mopeds, or e-bikes, we are pro-
tecting not just pedestrians and
drivers, but also the workers
who rely on these platforms to
make a living.

This new ordinance is a
response to an alarming increase
in unlawful and dangerous oper-
ation of motorcycles, mopeds,

and motorized scooters by deliv-
ery service drivers in Boston.
The City has made it clear that
public safety is a priority, and
this ordinance strengthens those
efforts by ensuring enforcement
is backed by clear regulations.

Right now, delivery compa-
nies are not required to hold
insurance that protects unin-
sured or underinsured drivers.
This means that when a crash
happens, the financial burden
often falls on individuals rather
than the multibillion-dollar com-
panies profiting from their labor.
This ordinance corrects that
injustice by mandating coverage
for liability, personal injury, and
collision, ensuring workers and
residents alike are not left vul-
nerable.

Beyond insurance, this ordi-
nance also tackles a growing
public safety crisis: reckless and
illegal driving on our city streets.
By requiring delivery companies
to share aggregate data on deliv-
ery routes and vehicle opera-
tions, we can better design road-
way configurations, enhance
enforcement efforts, and create
targeted policies that protect
everyone. No longer will these
platforms be able to turn a blind
eye to the congestion and safety
hazards they create.

I’m thrilled to support Mayor
Wu’s common sense ordinance
because Boston has no obliga-
tion to cater to multi-billion-dol-
lar tech giants who refuse to play
by the rules of the road. To those
who might claim this proposal is
too harsh on the delivery plat-
forms, I invite them to spend an
afternoon dodging mopeds in
the Fenway or watching delivery
drivers play chicken with pedes-
trians on Boylston Street. These
reasonable permitting, insur-
ance, and data-sharing require-
ments are a much-needed step

toward the safer streets that we
all deserve.

The ordinance aligns with the
broader goals of Vision Zero,
which aims to eliminate fatal and
serious traffic crashes by 2030.
The expansion of micromobil-
ity options, including e-bikes
and scooters, has changed how
residents and visitors navigate
Boston. While micromobility
offers greater accessibility and
sustainability, it also creates new
safety challenges. The Boston
Transportation Department has
taken significant steps, includ-
ing new bike lanes, speed humps
and safety initiatives, to ensure
all road users can travel safely.
However, without clear rules
governing interactions between
delivery services and other road
users, we risk exacerbating traf-
fic hazards rather than reducing
them.

This is an opportunity to
ensure that Boston’s transpor-
tation landscape  prioritizes
safety and accessibility. To our
residents, small businesses, and
delivery drivers—this ordinance
is a win for all of us. It brings
long-overdue accountability to
a rapidly growing industry and
ensures that corporate profits
do not come at the expense of
public safety. T am proud to sup-
port this measure and grateful to
Mayor Wu for her leadership on
this issue. I am looking forward
to engaging with my Council col-
leagues about how this impacts
all of our neighborhoods.

Boston’s streets must work for
everyone. With this ordinance,
we can get one step closer to
making sure they do.

Sharon Durkan is the Coun-
cilor for District 8, and Chair
of the Council’s Committee on
and

Planning, Development,
Transportation.
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Wu announces acquisition of enVision Hotel to provide
critical shelter services and supportive housing in Boston

Special to the Sun

Mayor Michelle Wu
announced that Victory Pro-
grams, Inc. (VPI), with support
from the City of Boston and
state partners, has acquired
the enVision Hotel at 81 South
Huntington Avenue. Building
on the City’s ongoing efforts to
better serve unsheltered individ-
uals experiencing substance use
disorder centered in the inter-
section of Massachusetts Avenue
and Melnea Cass Boulevard,
this major acquisition secures
a vital resource for individuals
experiencing homelessness and
addresses the need for long-term
supportive housing in Boston.
Victory Programs, the nonprof-
it partner managing operations,
has also signed a two-year con-
tract with the City to continue
site operations through 2027.
This period will allow for further
planning to secure additional
funding to best support the tran-
sition to permanent supportive
housing.

Victory Programs has run the
enVision Hotel as a low-thresh-
old housing shelter since 2021,
providing safe and stable hous-
ing for over 200 individuals who
have been navigating homeless-
ness, substance use disorders,
and mental health challenges,
many of whom have moved on
to permanent supportive hous-
ing. The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health Bureau of
Substance Abuse Services initial-
ly funded the program through
December 2024. To ensure
the continuation of these criti-
cal services, the Boston Public
Health Commission (BPHC) and
the Mayor’s Office of Housing
(MOH) intervened to support
the acquisition and operations
of the property, avoiding disrup-
tion to the lives of individuals
being served.

“Preserving and expanding
shelter and supportive hous-
ing options are essential to our
city’s efforts to make Boston a
home for everyone and address
homelessness with compassion,
dignity, and care,” said Mayor
Michelle Wu. “I'm grateful
to Victory Programs for their
partnership in this acquisition
of enVision Hotel, which helps
us continue our critical work
to provide life-saving shelter
to residents who need it most
while transitioning to long-term

solutions that offer more sta-
bility, opportunity and options
for our residents. Thank you to
our state partners and especially
Representative John Moran for
securing funding to support this
partnership.”

“The Envision hotel provides
an important transitional step
for people suffering from sub-
stance abuse disorder,” said State
Representative John Moran. “I
am deeply grateful for the part-
nership between the city and
state that will enable the site
to continue to operate over the
coming years.”

Victory Programs’ purchase of
enVision Hotel was made possi-
ble through a loan from the City
of Boston using federal funds
from the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) and a loan from the
Community Economic Devel-
opment Assistance Corporation
(CEDAC). With the acquisition
of enVision Hotel, the City can
continue shelter operations at a
sustainable cost while planning
a gradual transition of the prop-
erty to permanent supportive
housing over the next several
years.

“This project highlights the
power of investing and expand-
ing on the programs in Boston
that are working,” said Sheila
Dillon, Chief of Housing. “Vic-
tory Programs has effectively
served the urgent needs of our
residents experiencing home-
lessness at this site since 2021,
and we are excited to continue
to build on that foundation and
expand the project to permanent
supportive housing.”

Permanent supportive hous-
ing is a proven approach to
addressing chronic homelessness
by combining affordable hous-
ing with on-site services such as
case management, mental health
support, and substance use treat-
ment. This model provides sta-
bility for individuals who face
significant barriers to maintain-
ing housing. Residents currently
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living in the site will have the
option to remain as the property
transitions, with new placements
being coordinated through the
City’s Coordinated Entry system,
which ensures equitable access to
housing resources for residents
most in need.

“The Boston Public Health
Commission is looking forward
to our continued partnership
with the Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing and Victory Programs in pro-
viding access to low-threshold
housing opportunities for people
who have experienced chronic
homelessness and substance use
disorder,” said Dr. Bisola Oji-
kutu, Commissioner of Public
Health for the City of Boston.
“Housing with support services
is a critical first step towards
recovery.”

Victory Programs is a Bos-
ton-based organization dedicat-
ed to opening doors to hope,
recovery, and community for
individuals and families experi-
encing homelessness, addiction,
or chronic health challenges.

BOSTON FORGING & WELDING, INC.
BLACKSMITHS AND WELDERS

617-567-2300

SPECIALISTS IN FIRE ESCAPES
INSPECTION MAINTENANCE REPAIR

info@bostonforgingandwelding.com

Serving Boston, Ma & the surrounding area for over 60 years.

The enVision Hotel at 81 South Huntington Avenue.

Guided by a commitment to
inclusivity and second chanc-
es, Victory Programs provides
personalized care to help clients
overcome barriers to stability
and independence. With a long
history of addressing unmet
needs, from pioneering services
during the AIDS epidemic to
creating alternatives to incarcer-
ation for women with substance
use disorders, Victory Programs
fosters safe, healthy, and inclu-
sive communities.

“It is exciting to see this pro-
gram evolve from providing
emergency housing to perma-
nent supportive housing that
empowers residents in creating a
sustainable path to self-sufficien-
cy,” said Sarah Porter, Executive
Director of Victory Programs.
“We are so grateful to our city

and community partners for
their support, which has enabled
us to make this vision a reality.”

Mayor Wu is committed to
making Boston a city for every-
one and her administration has
continued to work closely with
partners to increase the avail-
ability of permanent supportive
housing for individuals expe-
riencing homelessness around
Boston. Since the start of the
Mayor’s term, the City has built
over 250 units of permanent
supportive housing with 195
units currently under construc-
tion and another 200 units cur-
rently in the pipeline. The City
will continue to work closely
with residents, community orga-
nizations, and elected officials to

(ENVISION, Pa. 15)
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Emerald Necklace Conservancy
begins inspecting trees for pruning
in Fens and Charlesgate Park

Special to the Times

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy has begun inspect-
ing over 900 trees for pruning
throughout the Back Bay Fens
and neighboring Charlesgate
Park, therefore improving tree
structure and health while also
keeping park wusers safe by
removing dead branches.

As the third seven-year tree
pruning cycle across the entire
Emerald Necklace park system,
this work will take place now
through March while trees are
dormant in the winter. The tree
pruning project in the Back Bay
Fens is made possible by the gen-
erous support of Liberty Mutual
Insurance and the BPDA.

“This seven-year pruning
cycle is a way of systematically
caring for the trees throughout
the Emerald Necklace to keep
the parks safe and invest in the
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health of the urban canopy,”
Jack Schleifer, Field Operations
Manager at the Emerald Neck-
lace Conservancy, said in a press
release. “This year’s project is
taking place in the Back Bay
Fens — a park that is surround-
ed by college campuses and fre-
quented by fans attending Bos-
ton concerts and sports games.
The Fens host the Fenway Victo-
ry Gardens, the James P. Kelleher
Rose Garden, the War Memorial
and many sculptures, fields and
amenities that will be improved
through this project. Urban trees
not only keep our parks beauti-
ful and filled with wildlife, but
they also keep our communities
cool and healthy by purifying
air and removing toxins. These
benefits increase by the year as
trees grow, and this project will
play a significant role in invest-
ing in these tree’s wellbeing and
community health for decades to
come.”
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COURTESY OF THE EMERALD NECKLACE CONSERVANCY
Work crews are out inspecting and pruning trees now through March.

IS YOUR FIRE ESCAPE SUFFICIENT? lp

It’s often difficult to tell if your fire escape is sufficient with an untrained eye, and inspections are required every five years by qualified individual.
The city’s Inspectional Services Department doesn’t provide this service so homeowners must turn instead to a licensed professional.
One such licensed professional is Boston Forging & Welding Corp. - a third-generation family business based in East Boston, with more than 60

years’ experience.

To learn more about Boston Forging & Welding Corp, visit bostonforgingandwelding.com; call 617-567-2300 or 617-567-3293; or email info@

bostonforgingandwelding.com.

To place a
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please call
781-485-
0588
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An Evening of Fine Dining:

For The Romantic

Boston Harbor Hotel

Rowes Wharf, Boston, MA

www.bostonharborhotel.com

From Boston With Love - Valentine's
Day Dinner Package, offered at Boston
Harbor Hotel, provides a romantic and
luxurious  experience for couples. The
package includes overnight accommoda-
tions for two, a bottle of Roederer Cham-
pagne, and a sweet amenity delivered to
the room on February 13th or 14th. Guests
enjoy a three-course prix fixe dinner for
two at Rowes Wharf Sea Grille, with wine
and alcoholic beverages available for an
additional charge. A $90 breakfast credit
for two through In-Room Dining and over-
night valet parking for one vehicle are also
included. Additionally, a 4 PM late check-
out is offered on the day of departure. This
exclusive one-night stay is available for
booRings on February 13th or 14th at Bos-
ton Harbor Hotel.

Rochambeau

900 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02115

www.rochambeauboston.com

Celebrate Valentine’s Day at Rocham-
beau on February 14 with an $85 prix
fixe menu. On February 13 and 15, enjoy
offerings from both the prix fixe and reg-
ular menus. Highlights include a raw bar,
scallops, risotto galette, wild halibut, black
truffle chicken, and a chef-curated dessert.

Sonsie

327 Newbury St, Boston, MA 02115

www.sonsieboston.com

Sonsie will be offering a prix fixe menu
for Valentine's Day at $85 per person, fea-
turing a variety of carefully crafted dishes
such as tuna ceviche, risotto alle vongole,
beef tenderloin, and a decadent 12-layer
red velvet cake. A small bar menu will also
be available for a more casual experience.
Reservations are now open and highly
encouraged for this special evening.

Bar Enga

1Bennett Street, Cambridge, MA 02139

www.bar-enga.com

Experience an unforgettable = four-
course menu at Bar Enga on February
14th for $95 per person. Indulge in dishes
such as treviso salad with prosciutto, pear,
and pecorino sardo, wagyu carpaccio with
black truffle-artichoke vinaigrette, chestnut
& porcini agnolotti with brown butter and
black truffles, and broiled brangino with

brown butter, delicata squash, and Swiss
chard. A selection of indulgent desserts
rounds out the evening. Menu selections
are not limited to these options.

Summer Shack
Boston: 50 Dalton Street, Boston MA
Cambridge: 49 Alewife Brook Pkwy,
Cambridge, MA 02140
www.summershackrestaurant.com
Summer Shack will offer a special prix
fixe menu available alongside the regular
menu at both locations. Priced at $90 per
couple, it includes an optional Prosecco
toast. Highlights from the menu include
blackened jumbo shrimp, griddled lob-
ster, crab, and shrimp cake, and classic
Lyonnaise salad as starters. For the entrée
course, guests can enjoy New England-
style lobster paella for 2, grilled halibut,
or center cut prime tenderloin steak. The
experience concludes with a decadent
chocolate lava cake or bananas foster
flambé for dessert.

The Banks Seafood & Steak
406 Stuart St, Boston, MA 02116
www.thebanksboston.com
The Banks Seafood and Steak will cel-

ebrate Valentine's Day with a five-course

prix fixe menu. It is available for $125 per
person, with an optional $75 wine pairing.

The full a la carte menu is also available.

Reservations are encouraged, but walk-ins

are welcome. The menu features a variety

of dishes, including, but not limited to, the
following: torched A5 Wagyu with osetra
caviar, sea bass tartare with wild mushroom
confit and black truffies, and cavatelli with
lobster, amatriciana sauce, and pork belly.

Harvest

44 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA

www.harvestcambridge.com

Celebrate Valentine's Day with a spe-
cial prix fixe menu at $99 per person, with
an optional $50 wine pairing. This exclusive
offering is available only on February 14th,
2025. Additionally, a smaller Valentine’s
Day prix fixe menu will be available for the
weekend at the same price, $99 per per-
son. Enjoy this special menu on Thursday,
February 13th, Saturday, February 15th,
and Sunday, February 16th, 2025. An
optional wine pairing will also be available
for $50, while the a la carte menu will be
offered.

Grill 23

161 Berkeley St, Boston, MA 02116

www.grill23.com

Grill 23 will offer a full & la carte menu
for Valentine’s Day this year. The menu will
feature dinner and dessert specials, includ-
ing tuna tataki, citrus salad, grilled wagyu
short rib, seared scallops, and raspberry
cheesecake.

Bistro Du Midi
272 Boylston Street
www.bistrodumidi.com
Bistro Du Midi will offer a prix fixe menu
at $195 per person, with an optional $90

wine pairing. The a la carte menu is not
available. Guests can enjoy a variety of
dishes, including black truffle caulifiow-
er soup and foie gras torchon, alongside
wines like Hugel Riesling Classic 2021 and
Chéteau Guiraud Petit Guiraud Sauternes
2020. Additional options such as but-
ter poached lobster and Brandt beef filet
mignon are available, paired with wines like
Paul Hobbs Chardonnay 2021 and Gail
Cabernet Sauvignon 2021. Menu selec-
tions are not limited to these options.

Galentine's Day: Festivities
For The Girls

Rochambeau

900 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02115

www.rochambeauboston.com

On Sunday, February 16th, from 10:30
AM to 2:00 PM, join us for a Galentine's
themed Jagz Brunch at Rochambeau.
Indulge in a delightful red velvet pancake
adorned  with  heart-shaped = sprinkles,
paired perfectly with a refreshing raspberry
parfait for a sweet treat. Enjoy the smooth
melodies of jagz while savoring these spe-
cial offerings.

Citrus & Salt

319 A'St, Boston, MA 02210

www.citrusandsaltboston.com

Get ready for the ultimate Galentine's
Day celebration where Taylor Swift's icon-
ic lover vibes meet the vibrant energy of
fierce drag queens in an unforgettable, Ins-
tagram-worthy setting. From 11 AM to 4 PM
on February 15, guests will enjoy themed
cocktails, delicious brunch bites, and sing
dlong to their favorite Taylor * hits—from
Fearless to Midnights—with a fabulous
drag twist. Shows are scheduled at 11:30
AM and 2 PM. The ticket and table fee
include admission to the show along with
a reserved table for your party throughout
the entire performance. For those seeking
a more spontaneous experience, bar seat-
ing is available on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Chocolate Lover Delivery:
For The Perfect Valentine’s
Day Gift

Levain Bakery

Back Bay: 180 Newbury Street, Boston,
MA 02116

Seaport: 107 Seaport Boulevard, Boston,
MA

www.levainbakery.com

Treat your loved ones (or yourself) to
the ultimate indulgence this Valentine's
Day with Levain Bakery's legendary cook-
ies. Known for their gooey centers and
crispy edges, these oversiged delights are
the perfect way to say "I love you." Start-
ing January 27th, Levain will offer themed
Valentine's Day boxes, available in-store or
online, featuring classic favorites like Choc-
olate Chip Walnut or Dark Chocolate Pea-
nut Butter Chip, alongside seasonal treats
crafted just for the occasion. Stop by their
Back Bay or Seaport locations, or order
online for nationwide shipping to spread
the cookRie love far and wide. For more
information or to place an order, please visit
HERE.

L.A. Burdick

Back Bay: 220 Clarendon Street, Bos-
ton, MA

Harvard Square: 52 Brattle Street, Cam-
bridge, MA

BrookRline: 1330 Beacon Street, Brook-
line

www.burdickchocolate.com

LA Burdick is a quintessential stop for
anyone seeking an unforgettable Valen-
tine’s Day gift. Renowned for their hand-
crafted, small-batch chocolates,  each
piece is meticulously created with the
finest ingredients. Their Valentine's Day
collection includes beautifully designed
assortments and exclusive seasonal fla-
vors. Whether you're looking for a sweet
surprise for your partner or a thoughtful
token of appreciation for friends, their ele-
gantly packaged chocolates are sure to
delight.

Interactive Date Night in
Boston: For a Valentine’s

Day to Remember

Alamo Drafthouse

60 Seaport Blvd #315, Boston, MA
02210

www.drafthouse.com/boston

Alamo Drafthouse in the Seaport is the
perfect Valentine’s Day date night spot
for movie lovers. More than just a typical
movie theater, it offers a welcoming and

cogy atmosphere. Enjoy specialty dishes
and craft cocktails while watching your
favorite films. Whether you're in the mood
for a romantic dinner and a movie or a clas-
sic film, Alamo has it all.

Kings Dining &
Entertainment

Kings, Back Bay: 50 Dalton St., Boston,
MA 02115

Kings, Seaport: 60 Seaport Blvd Suite
225, Boston, MA 02210

Kings, Burlington: 52 Second Ave., Burl-
ington, MA 01803

Kings, Dedham: 600 Legacy Place,
Dedham, MA 02026

Kings, Lynnfield: 510 Market St.,, Lynn-
field, MA 01940

www.playatkings.com

Kings provides an ideal Valentine’s Day
date night experience with its upscale, ret-
ro-inspired décor and exceptional service. It
offers a fun and active atmosphere, perfect
for couples looking to engage in activities
lire bowling and  playing arcade games.
Guests can enjoy a variety of delicious
food and craft cocktails while soaking in
the lively ambiance. The upbeat music and
dim lighting create a vibrant and enjoyable
setting, makRing it a great choice for both
couples and double dates.

Bosse

310 Speen St, Natick, MA 01760

www.bosse.net

Enoteca at Bosse is the perfect date
night spot for those seeking a little activi-
ty before dining. After enjoying a thrilling
game of pickleball in the largest indoor
facility in  Massachusetts, couples can
retreat to this Italian-inspired restaurant for
a memorable Valentine’s Day dinner. With
a menu featuring fresh, authentic dishes
and expertly crafted cocktails, Enoteca sets
the stage for a romantic evening.

The Revere Hotel

Rebels Guild at The Revere Hotel

200 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116

www.reverehotel.com

This Valentine’s Day, forget about love
and embrace the drama, freedom, and
fierceness of being unapologetically your-
self. The Revere Hotel presents an electri-
fying drag show inspired by the queen of
heartbreak anthems and pop rebellion,
Britney Spears. The party kicks off at 7:30
PM, with the show starting at 8:30 PM.
Tickets are $20 per person and include
seating. Food and drinks are available for
purchase.
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from Dorchester and highlights
of Kraft’s speech.

Among the many people in
the audience were colleagues,
former city officials and public
safety department leaders, and
friends.

Also attending was a contin-
gent from Chelsea, where Josh
Kraft was a transformative fig-
ure who helped build the largest
youth organization in the city
and led a fundraising drive for a
new state-of-the-art $11 million
youth center, the Jordan Boys
and Girls Club, with new leaders
now carrying on the remarkable
legacy of the club’s founder. His
positive impact on thousands of
lives of Chelsea’s youth is truly
immeasurable.

‘T’ve spent my entire
career In the
neighborhoods of Boston’

“I am honored to be sur-
rounded by family and so many
friends,” he began. “My name is
Josh Kraft. For those who don’t
know me, for the past 35 years,

I've been doing communi-
ty-based work in and around
Boston, including twelve years
as CEO of the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Boston, in my role with
the Patriots Foundation, and
as volunteer board chair of the
Urban League of Eastern Massa-
chusetts.

“I’ve spent my entire career in
the neighborhoods of Boston —
from Roslindale to East Boston,
from Mattapan to Charlestown,
from South Boston to Roxbury.
From the moment I started
working in Boston, I fell in love
with this city — its many unique
neighborhoods, and its people

. especially its people — hard
working, humble... and above
all, proud of this city, no matter
which neighborhood you come
from.

“Serving Boston has been my
passion and a great source of joy
and purpose in my life. But I also
know there’s more for me to give
to this City.

And that’s why, today,
because I love this city and its
people, I am excited to declare
my candidacy to be the next
Mayor of Boston.”

Kraft acknowledged that he
will be “an underdog” in the
race for mayor.

“I enter this race as an under-
dog And I know that this will be
an uphill fight,” he said. “But
I am excited for the challenge.
Excited for the opportunity to
listen and learn from the people
of Boston ... Excited to share my
ideas and vision for this great
city.

AW ! ¥ )y
Josh Kraft, candidate for mayor
of Boston, is pictured with his
daughter, Anna Kraft, following
his announcement Tuesday at
Prince Hall in Dorchester.

“I am asking the people of
Boston to set aside any ideas
they might have about me based
on my last name and let me tell
you about the path of service
I've forged ... the experience I've
gained along the way ... and the
plans ’ve developed to make life
better for Boston.”

In the speech, he criticized the
current administration, stating
that “we face some serious, seri-
ous challenges, challenges that
Mayor Wu has not risen to.”

“In fact, when it comes to the
mayor’s big campaign promis-
es—to make the MBTA free for
Boston residents ... to put in
place a rent control program ...
and to launch a Green New Deal
for Boston’s schools—she is 0 for
3,” said Kraft.

“On the number one chal-
lenge facing our residents—
access to housing that regular
people can afford—production
under Mayor Wu has ground to
a dead halt.

“In fact, among similar sized
cities across the nation, we have
fallen to the very bottom when
it comes to new housing pro-
duction. As a result, rents are
at an all-time high, and so is the
median price of a home which is
$950,000.

“Sure, this is a complex prob-
lem, but at its core: you can’t
solve a housing crisis if you're
building less of it.

“On schools, we spend more
per pupil than any other big
city school system in the nation,
about $30,000 per student — all
for a school system that regularly
fails our kids on virtually every
measure, including the ability to
provide even the most basic ser-
vices.

“Can you believe this? Our
city spends $171 million every

year to provide bus transporta-
tion for about 20,000 students.
Eighty-five hundred bucks per
student each year for buses that
can’t even make the opening
bell. How can a family trust a
school system to educate their
kids when they can’t get them
to school on time? That is unac-
ceptable.

“Meanwhile, our neigh-
borhood streets have become
jammed up by poorly conceived,
hastily installed bus and bike
lanes that all too often have
increased congestion and elimi-
nated parking. As a result, mov-
ing around has become a burden
for families, seniors, and mem-
bers of the disabled community
— and the small businesses who
rely on them. It’s a mess!

“Don’t get me wrong: 'm all
for being creative about how we
solve our transportation chal-
lenges. But our “transportation
problem” under this administra-
tion has quickly spiraled into a
“quality of life problem.”

His vision for Boston

“Over the course of this cam-
paign, I will offer my vision for
Boston — forged not only by
my own experiences, but more
importantly, those of the people
Ive met along the way,” said
Kraft.

“And it starts with housing,
the number one challenge facing
our city.

Today, there are projects
ready to be built that would
result in more than 20,000 units
of housing. But they are stuck,
stuck due to regulations imposed
by the current administration.
To jump start new housing con-
struction, I will put in place one-
time incentives aimed at projects
that are priced for middle-class
and first-time homeowners.

“Having all these projects sit
on the shelf generates no new
housing, no new affordable
housing, no new jobs, and no
new tax revenue. Getting new
construction going again must
be a top priority because avail-
ability is the path to affordabil-
ity.

In addition, I will put in place
a rent control program that can
work for both tenants and build-
ing owners.

“So, this is how the plan
works. In exchange for capping
increases in rents over a 10-year
period, the city will provide a cut
in real estate taxes to building
owners. This program would be
targeted at properties that serve
middle- and lower-income resi-
dents and would exclude luxury
rentals. Renters deserve to be

protected from massive year-
over-year increases and my plan
will do that.

“Mayor Wu promised us rent
control three years ago, but I will
deliver it.

“Finally, I will take the tax
revenue generated by jump-start-
ing the 20,000-plus permitted
units sitting unbuilt and create
an affordable housing fund to
help first-time homebuyers and
provide rent relief.

Elected members of the School
Committee

“To improve our schools, we
need a school committee that
challenges city leadership and
holds BPS accountable. It is time
to have elected members along
with appointed members on
the school committee. And as
Mayor, I'll make that happen.

“T will work hand in hand
with the community and our
partners at the state to bring an
end to the human tragedy that is
Mass and Cass. Listen, addiction
doesn’t have to be a life sentence.
And among Boston’s many
prized possessions, is a robust
and resilient recovery communi-
ty who proves that one day at a
time.

“I will breathe new life into
Operation Exit — a powerful pro-
gram started by Mayor Marty
Walsh — and make Boston a
national model when it comes to
supporting individuals emerging
from the criminal justice system
and helping them gain skills and
employment so they can build a
new life and make our commu-
nities stronger.

And, T will offer a com-
mon-sense transportation plan
to deal with the congestionclog-
ging our streets — and that starts
with an immediate pause for all
new bike laneconstruction.

“On all of these issues—hous-
ing, transportation, schools, city
services—this isn’t about ideolo-
gy. It’s about results.”

Choosing a career in
public service

Kraft said he chose a career
of community service and he
learned some important lessons
along the way.

“T’ve met so many remarkable
and resilient people that call Bos-
ton home,” said Kraft.

“Each of them has taught me
some pretty important lessons:

That leadership is not about
talking -- but about doing the
work and getting results. That it
requires bringing people togeth-
er to solve problems — especially
people that might disagree with
me.That the teachings of my
faith and my family matter.

“My mother, Myra, taught us
to always look out for the mar-
ginalized groups — the ones that
are overlooked and don’t have
access to opportunities.

“And, lastly, you can learn
from anyone, and that everyone
has something to share, everyone
has something to contribute.

“Perhaps the most important
learning experience I’ve ever had
was during my second semester
in graduate school while I was
volunteering at a methadone
clinic. I met a man in his late 30s
who was struggling with sub-
stance abuse and was also HIV
positive.

He asked me if T could help
him with something: --- would I
teach him how to read?

“Over the course of several
months, I sat with him twice a
week for an hour and did my
best to teach him the basics of
reading.

“Now, looking back, I guess I
did help this man learn to read.
But he taught me something
just as valuable: about pressing
forward with your life even in
the face of almost unspeakable
adversity and obstacles.

“Over the past 35 years, I
have had the opportunity to
meet so many different people
— single parents and their kids.
Police officers. Non-profit lead-
ers. Community leaders. Teach-
ers and advocates. People return-
ing from incarceration. People
fighting addiction.

And let me tell you: Every sin-
gle one of them has something
to teach us about how to press
forward. Every single one.

“Here in Boston, we are for-
tunate to be the home of so
much history and so many firsts,
but what has always defined us
is our focus on the future — on
our relentless desire to adapt and
grow and innovate and lead.

And today, when the future
is uncertain, and the challenges
are real — a healthy and vibrant
Boston has never been more
important to our citizens and
our region.

“Yes, we have a lot to be
proud of. But for me, I want
to be more than proud of what
we've already done — I want to
be proud of where we’re going.
[ want us to take these challeng-
es head on no matter how hard
they are.

“That’s why I want to be your
next Mayor — and that’s what
this campaign is going to be
about. And I ask you to join me.
Thank you!”
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Back BAy ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION

The Back Bay Architectural
Commission will hold its month-
ly public hearing on Wednesday,
February 12, at 4:30 p.m. The
following is the agenda.

Attention: ~ This  hearing
will only be held virtually and
NOT in person. You can par-
ticipate in this hearing by going
to our Zoom Meeting or call-
ing 1-929-205-6099 and enter-
ing meeting id # 962 4059 6096.
You can also submit written
comments or questions to Back-
BayAC@boston.gov.

Public testimony begins at
4:30pm

Discussion Topics

1. Violations - 4:30pm
VIO.25.0907 358 Marlborough
Street

Violation: At rear elevation
unapproved  expansion and

Mayor Michelle Wu and the
City of Boston’s Equity & Inclu-
sion Cabinet announced a series
of programming to mark Black
History Month and create space
for residents and families to cel-
ebrate and be in community.
This year’s Black History Month
theme is “African Americans and
Labor.”

“Boston’s Black communities
are foundational to the fabric
of our city, and we honor their
contributions during Black His-
tory Month and throughout the
year,” said Mayor Michelle Wu.
“I'm grateful to announce this
year’s Black History Month pro-
gramming, where Boston resi-
dents, families and visitors can be
in community and engage about
the contributions and history of
Black communities throughout
our neighborhoods.”

“This year’s Black History
Month theme reminds us that
Black workers have always been
at the forefront of progress, and
solidarity,” said Chief of Equity
& Inclusion Mariangley Solis
Cervera. “As a city, we continue
to build equitable pathways to
opportunity and uplift the voic-
es of those who have shaped our
economy, culture and history.”

“The history of labor in this
country is deeply intertwined
with the history of Black com-
munities. From organizing for
fair wages to leading movements
for workers’ rights, Black Bos-
tonians have played a critical
role in shaping our city,” said
Lori Nelson, Senior Advisor for
Racial Justice. “This Black His-
tory Month, we honor that lega-
cy and reaffirm our commitment
to building a Boston where every
resident is connected to oppor-
tunity, able to build wealth and
raise their family with dignity.

replacement of windows and
entry door, unapproved paving
and unapproved installation of
HVAC unit at patio; and at the
roof unapproved installation of
wood privacy screens, planters
and HVAC units. Continued
from 12-11-2024

2. Design Review - 5:00pm
APP # 25.0512 BB 136 New-
bury Street

Proposed Work: At front
facade modify storefront glaz-
ing, install lighting, ADA door
opener and signage, and replace
planters; and at roof replace
HVAC units.

3. Administrative Review/
Approval APP # 25.0519 BB
151 Beacon Street: At front
facade install security grille at
cellar window and repair exist-
ing security gate at entry.

CITY ANNOUNCES BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAMS

For programming hosted by
the City of Boston,

BCYF Black History Annual

Skate Night

Friday, February 14, 5:00 -
8:00 p.m.

This event will create space
for young residents ages 17 and
under to be in community and
skate with friends and family.

Location: Chez Vous Skat-
ing Rink, 11 Rhoades Street,
Dorchester

Black Employee Network
(BEN) Employee Resource
Group BHM Celebration

Friday, February 21, 6:00 p.m

Connecting ~ Black  City
employees and the community
with City Leadership to celebrate
all of the triumphs of the Black
diaspora.

Location: Carver Lodge, 82
Talbot Ave, Boston, MA 02124

Black History Month Poster
Series Exhibition

On display now until Friday,
February 21

Artwork in celebration of
Black History Month Poster
Series by Mugeedah Publishing.

Location: Boston City Hall -
2nd Floor

Haitian Artists Assembly of
Massachusetts (HAAM) Gallery
Exhibition

On display until Saturday,
February 22

Art show highlighting work of
Haitian-American artists based
in New England and celebrating
30th Anniversary of the Haitian
Artists Assembly of Massachu-
setts.

Location: Boston City Hall,
Scollay Square Gallery - Third
Floor

APP # 25.0543 BB 259 Bea-
con Street: At front facade repair
masonry at entry.

APP # 25.0545 BB 915 Boyl-
ston Street: At roof replace exist-
ing generator.

APP # 25.0581 BB 2 Com-
monwealth Avenue: At pent-
house replace all windows and
doors in-kind.

APP # 25.0583 BB 54 Com-
monwealth Avenue:Replace
nine sixth-story wood windows
in-kind.

APP # 25.0587 BB 347 Com-
monwealth Avenue: At front
facade install handrails at entry
stairs.

APP # 25.0585 BB 390 Com-
monwealth Avenue: At rear ele-
vation replace four aluminum
windows in-kind.

APP#25.0533 BB 32 Glouces-

Black Veterans Appreciation

Brunch
Saturday, February 22, 10:30
a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

This event, hosted by the May-
or’s Office of Veteran Affairs,
will celebrate and honor the con-
tributions and sacrifices of Black
veterans in helping to create and
add to the United States’ legacy.
The City will also be honoring
deserving veterans with Com-
munity and Outstanding Service
awards.

City of Boston

Planning
Department

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

ter Street: At roof replace black
rubber membrane roof in-kind.

APP # 25.0538 BB 251-253
Marlborough Street: At front
facade and rear elevation replace
all windows with historically sig-
nificant wood windows.

APP # 25.0586 BB 251-253
Marlborough Street: Repair and
repoint masonry.

APP # 25.0542 BB 365 Marl-
borough Street: At front facade
replace section of rubber mem-
brane roof, copper flashings and
install waterproofing system.

APP # 25.0579 BB 432 Marl-
borough Street: Repair and
repoint masonry, repair front
entry steps and repaint windows.

APP # 25.0576 BB 69 New-
bury Street: At front facade rede-
sign existing non-historic store-
front.

Location: Boston City Hall -
2nd Floor

Black Women in Leadership &
Labor - Inspiring Generations

Friday, February 28, 6:00 -
8:30 p.m.

A panel conversation titled
“The Power of Labor, Leader-
ship, and Legacy”, where Black
women leaders from various
fields will share their experienc-
es in the labor movement and
discuss historical and contempo-

1 JOSLIN PL

Register: bit.ly/1JoslinTF_Pub
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864

Meeting ID: 160 517 0720

PROJECT PROPONENT: Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center and Dana Farber Cancer Institute

DESCRIPTION: This is a Task Force Meeting for the
proposed Institutional Project 1Joslin PL for Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center and Dana Farber Cancer Institute,
located in the Longwood Medical Area neighborhood of
Boston. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the overall
Institutional Project and the potential impacts. The meeting
will include a presentation followed by questions and
comments from the Task Force and the public.

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director /Secretary

APP # 25.0529 BB 108 New-
bury Street: At front facade
replace wall sign.

APP # 25.0503 BB 223 New-
bury Street: At front facade
replace existing blade sign and
install wall sign.

APP # 25.0577 BB 225 New-
bury Street: At front facade
replace existing blade sign.

4. Advisory Review 124 Bea-
con Street

At rear elevation redesign
upper level (between floors 9 and
10) roof and rear wall.

5. Ratification of 1-8-2025
Public Hearing Minutes

6. Staff Updates

7. Projected Adjournment -
6:00pm

rary roles of Black women in the
labor movement.

Location: Bruce C. Bolling
Municipal ~ Building, 22300
Washington Street, Roxbury

Boston Public Library
Programming
Hidden History of Black Boston
with Joel Mackall
Monday, February 10, 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. - Connolly BPL Branch
in Jamaica Plain

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

(=] 43 m]

-

[=]*

MAIL:

A

Tyler Ross

Planning Department

One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4214
tyler.c.ross@boston.gov

Website:
bit.ly/1JoslinPlaceHospital

Close of Public Comment Period:

3/3/2025
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The Boch Center Wang Theatre celebrates 100th anniversary

Story & Photos by Marianne Salza

The Boch Center Wang The-
atre commenced its centenni-
al celebration on January 29
with an announcement that
long-time sponsor and board
member, Ernie Boch, Junior,
will be extending his existing
partnership with the non-profit
performing arts institution for
another ten years.

“The Wang Theatre has
reflected  the  ever-changing
world of arts and entertainment
while continuing to bring peo-
ple together in this beautiful,
historic setting,” said J. Casey
Soward, who has been serving
as the Boch Center Wang The-
atre President and CEO for 106
days. “We’re grateful for Ernie’s
belief in the arts as a tool for the
empowerment of the individual.
It’s extraordinary.”

Soward and Boch formalized
the agreement with a signing,
pledging The Boch Family Foun-
dation’s support until 2036, so
that the theatre may continue to
thrive and be an inspiration for
future generations.

The Boch Family’s commit-
ment will help preserve the his-
toric theatre, which opened on
October 16, 1925 as the Metro-
politan Theatre. Developed by
Max Shoolman and designed by
architect, Clarence Blackall, the
opulent, art deco Metropolitan
was one of the largest theatres in
America at the time, seating over
3,600 audience members.

A prominent entertainment
destination, the Metropolitan
evolved from a silent motion
picture venue with lavish, live
performances to showcasing
concerts, comedy acts, and tour-
ing Broadway productions. The
theatre was renamed the Music
Hall in the mid-20th century.

“For nearly a century, this
theatre has been a cornerstone
of culture, creativity, and com-
munity here in Boston,” attested
Soward.

In the late 1970s-early 1980s,
the Music Hall fell into disrepair
until local artists and advocates
-- including computer engineer
and inventor, Doctor An Wang,
founder of Wang Laboratories --
rescued the theatre from poten-
tial demolition through generous
contributions. The venue was
renamed in Wang’s honor and
underwent extensive restoration
and renovation efforts to mod-
ernize the facility and revive its
splendor.

“The Wang Theatre is the

J. Casey Soward, President/CEO

Boch, Center Wang Theatre, hail-
ing the theatre as “a cornerstone

of culture.”

Sponsor, Ernie Boch, Junior,
explaining why the Boch Center
Wang Theatre is special to him
personally.

Boch Center Wang Theatre staff: Catherine Giorgetti, Jasmine Garcia,
Anastasia Zay, and Corey Evans.

story of my life. The very first
show I ever went to was in this
building in the early 1970s. I saw
Cat Stevens. I had never seen
anything like it. I used to sleep
on the sidewalk in front of this
building to get tickets for shows,
because in the ‘70s, by the time
you got to the ticket box office the
tickets were sold out unless you
slept outside,” reminisced Boch,
whose band had performed at
the Wang Center as an opening
act for one of his favorite bands.
“The Wang Theatre has been
everything when it comes to pop
culture and music.”

Since 2016, The Boch Family

Foundation has been a leading
sponsor whose vision and gener-
osity have significantly impacted
the Wang Theatre’s prosperity
by presenting world-class per-
formances, fostering communi-
ty connections, and supporting
youth educations programs.
“We are in the business to
save this venue; but also, to pro-
mote incredible programming
that transforms people’s lives.
We are in a new era. We are
extraordinarily ~well-positioned
to go into that era. We not only
continue, but we flourish,” said
Mark Weld, Chairman of the
Boch Center Wang Theatre, who

Ernie Boch, Jr., with |. Casey Soward, President/CEO, Boch Center
Wang Theatre, singing an agreement to extend his partnership with the

theatre until 2036.

Anne Taylor, Senior Executive Assistant to President/CEO Casey
Soward; Steve Giulietti, John Perkins, CEO, and Richard Alfred, Boch
Center board member.

remembers attending concerts at
the theatre some 50 years ago to
hear The Who and The Allman
Brothers Band perform. “Ernie is
the Boch Center. He is involved
in everything we do, and so is his
family.”

Described by Soward as one
of Boston’s most cherished cul-
tural landmarks, the Boch Cen-
ter Wang Theatre announced
this year’s initiatives, such as the
Century Cinema Series. The free
community movie events begin
on Friday, February 14 with a
viewing of “Good Will Hunt-
ing.”

Soward revealed the Boch

Center Wang Theatre’s 100 Acts
of Kindness year-long campaign
to continuously give back to the
community that has supported
the theatre for almost a century.
Soward also mentioned a new
exhibit in the Folk Americana
Roots Hall of Fame, located in
the basement of the Boch Cen-
ter Wang Theatre. Rare photo-
graphs and artifacts of songwrit-
er and musician, Joan Baez, will
be on display starting March 6.
“As someone who has grown
up in the area, and has attend-
ed performances at this theatre,

(BocH, Pg. 9)
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standing here today is truly
special to me,” shared Soward.
“This has been a place of inspi-
ration to me since I was a boy

in the 1980s. It’s made countless
memories for so many in the
community. It’s a privileged for
me to help lead it into its future.”

Boch Center Wang Theatre

the 100th anniversary ceremony breakfast.

Boch Center Wang Theatre
January 29 celebration.

=

Sponsor, Ernie Boch, Jr., with bis girlfriend, Loa Patman, during the
January 29 Boch Center Wang Theatre 100th anniversary celebration.

Mark Weld, Chairman, Boch
Center Wang Theatre, commend-
ing Ernie Boch, Jr., for his gener-
osity.

President/CEO ]. Casey Soward enjoying
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100th anniversary guests enjoying the
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» Fair Market, Insurance & Retail
» Estate & Charitable

» Online Valuations
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» Furniture & Upholstery

» Paintings & Other Works of Art
» Decorative Arts & Collectibles

WE VALUE AND RESTORE
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Bring Your Bestie!
Galentine's

Wedding Gala

Wednesday, February 12th
6:00-8:00 PM

Tulle Bridal

47 High St., North Andover, MA
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» Transportation & Installation » : *
» Photography & Cataloging
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» Luxury Packing & Crating - aly
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Manzi Appraisers & Restoration
22 Prospect St, #8, Woburn, MA, 01801 | 20 Park Plaza, #400-14, Boston, MA 02116
(Main Office) (Satellite Office)
617-999-3705 www.manziappraisers.com
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emerging industry that currently
lacks regulation.

To obtain a permit, delivery
companies must submit to the
City proof of adequate insur-
ance coverage for operators and
share data pertaining deliveries,
including data on unsafe and
illegal vehicle operations on
city streets. This carefully tai-
lored ordinance is focused on
the largest third-party delivery
providers, which concentrate
large volumes of traffic in certain
areas of the City, particularly at
certain times of day. The ordi-
nance does not apply to small
businesses with a small number
of delivery drivers or other types
of deliveries, such as those made
by FedEx, UPS, or Amazon. By
establishing this new permit pro-
cess, this ordinance will establish
rules and regulations govern-
ing the oversight of third-party
delivery services within the City
of Boston in furtherance of the
public interest, safety, and con-
venience.

“This ordinance is an import-
ant step toward making app
deliveries safer for our city’s
pedestrians and drivers on our
streets, and toward ensuring
delivery app drivers have insur-
ance coverage from the large,
national companies they work
for,” said Mayor Wu. “As this
new technology continues to
develop, we want to make sure
Boston is leading the way in safe
and efficient regulation.”

Under this ordinance, cover-
age would be required for liabili-
ty, personal injury, collision, and
medical payment if any unin-
sured or underinsured driver is
involved in a crash and would
need to cover drivers using all
modes of transportation. Cur-
rently, delivery companies are
not required to hold insurance
to protect uninsured or underin-
sured drivers.

“We hope to create an incen-
tive for these companies to
encourage safer driving instead
of the current incentive—speed
at all costs,” said Jascha Frank-
lin-Hodge, Chief of Streets. “The
data we collect will allow us
to plan for the impacts of food
delivery, rather than just reacting
to double parking, unsafe opera-
tion, or congestion made worse
by a high volume of deliveries.
These common-sense require-
ments, along with data-informed
curb regulations and targeted
enforcement, will contribute to
a safer environment for residents
and drivers.”

This ordinance follows a
concerning uptick in com-
plaints regarding the impact
of third-party food delivery on
City streets. Residents made
105 reports through 311 about
increased traffic and congestion,
illegal double parking, as well as
reckless and unsafe delivery driv-
ers on scooters, mopeds, motor-
bikes, and e-bikes in 2024. The
City of Boston, and in particular

the Boston Police Department,
remain focused on enforcing the
traffic violations across Boston.
This new ordinance will com-
plement existing enforcement
efforts by providing new data. In
2024, at least 475 mopeds were
towed, impounded, or seized.

In June of 2024, Chief of
Streets  Franklin-Hodge and
Police Commissioner Michael
Cox sent a joint letter to the lead-
ership of DoorDash, GrubHub,
and UberEats. The letter detailed
a major increase in dangerous
and unlawful behavior by deliv-
ery drivers in Boston and alert-
ed the companies of increased
enforcement actions by BPD in
the interest of serious public safe-
ty concerns. The enforcement
is occurring in neighborhoods
across the City, including Cop-
ley Square, Washington Street in
Downtown, and in the Fenway.
Since then the City has issued
traffic violations and impounded
hundreds of mopeds. BPD will
continue to enforce state and
local laws, and encourages the
companies operating these deliv-
ery services to partner with the
City to discourage reckless driv-
ing and ensure public safety.

“As a City, we are safer and
stronger when we work together,
and that includes our partners in
the business community. Each of
us has a role in ensuring public
safety and we are asking these
corporations to do their part in
helping us keep pedestrians and

drivers in our City safe,” said
BPD Commissioner Cox.

Additionally the data sub-
mitted by delivery companies
required by this new ordinance
will help inform the City about
the types of vehicles used to
complete deliveries in Boston,
which restaurants experience
the highest number of orders,
and where and how quickly
trips are completed, including
routes that drivers make using
illegal turns. This information
will give the Boston Transporta-
tion Department (BTD) a more
accurate understanding of how
third-party delivery is affect-
ing Boston’s streets. Currently,
third-party delivery apps do not
have to share information with
the city detailing common deliv-
ery routes or how fast delivery
drivers are operating. Access to
this information would allow the
City to better design roadway
configurations, tailor enforce-
ment, and better manage the safe
operations of our streets.

“For too long, third-party
delivery platforms have ignored
the rules, prioritizing profit over
safety and putting residents,
pedestrians, and their own driv-
ers at risk. When I called on
them to use their own data to
curb their impact, they refused.
This ordinance ends their indif-
ference by requiring transparen-
cy, permitting, and insurance.
Boston has no obligation to cater
to tech giants who won’t play by

the rules—especially when their
reckless behavior endangers our
streets,” said Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan, Chair of Planning,
Development, and Transporta-
tion on the Boston City Council.

“I appreciate the Mayor’s
leadership on this issue. We need
to work together to make the
city’s streets safer for everyone,”
said State Sen. William Browns-
berger.

State Rep. Jay Livingstone
said: “Im pleased that Mayor
Whu is taking this important step
to help make our streets and
sidewalks safer and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with
her and her administration to
realize this important goal.”

Meg Mainzer-Cohen, Pres-
ident of the Back Bay Asso-
ciation, said: “On behalf of
residents and businesses in the
Back Bay, I am grateful to see
Mayor Wu and the Boston Police
Department take on unsafe and
illegal mopeds and work to hold
delivery companies accountable
for safety in our neighborhood.”

In addition to communica-
tions with the delivery compa-
nies, the City continues to reach
out to delivery workers directly
to educate them about traffic
safety. BPD and the Office of
Neighborhood Services have dis-
tributed flyers in eleven languag-
es to delivery workers across the
City.

CENSUS (from Page 1)

“The annual homelessness
census is more than a count—
it’s a crucial step in understand-
ing the challenges faced by our
most vulnerable residents and
shaping our strategies to meet
their needs,” said Sheila A. Dil-
lon, Chief of Housing. “With the
data we collect on this night, we
can continue to guide our efforts
to move individuals and fami-
lies into stable housing with the
supportive services they need to
succeed. We remain committed
to working with our partners to
prevent and end homelessness in
Boston.”

“This annual count helps us
assess the needs of people expe-
riencing homelessness in Bos-
ton,” said Dr. Bisola Ojikutu,
Commissioner of Public Health
for the City of Boston. “We will
continue to work closely with
Mayor Wu and City partners to

meet these needs through emer-
gency shelter, housing, recovery
supports, and other services to
care for the health and well-be-
ing of our residents.”

After years of progress in
reducing homelessness, Boston is
now facing a rise in households
experiencing homelessness, mir-
roring national trends and high-
lighting local challenges. The
number of individuals experienc-
ing homelessness in Boston has
grown by 10.6%, from 5,202 in
2023 to 5,756 in 2024. Despite
this increase, the 2024 figure
remained 11.3% lower than the
2015 peak of 6,492 individuals.
In December, HUD announced
that U.S. homelessness increased
by 18% from 2023 to 2024,
with over 770,000 people expe-
riencing homelessness nation-
wide in January 2024.

“The annual census is a crit-

ical tool for measuring progress
and identifying areas where we
can improve,” said St. Francis
House President and CEO Karen
LaFrazia. “Boston’s homeless-
ness numbers provide valuable
insights that help us deliver ser-
vices to the city’s most vulnera-
ble residents. However, we must
remain focused on the ultimate
goal: moving individuals off the
street and into stable, support-
ive, permanent housing.”

“The annual homeless census
is a vital tool for understand-
ing the realities faced by our
most vulnerable residents and
informing our efforts to address
those challenges,” said Lyndia
Downie, President and Executive
Director of Pine Street Inn. “The
data gathered through this effort
will allow us to better shape our
policies, allocate resources, and
deliver services that help individ-

uals move into stable, permanent
housing. We remain steadfast in
our commitment to collaborate
with our partners to prevent and
ultimately end homelessness in
our city.”

“The annual census in Boston
is an essential resource for under-
standing the challenges faced by
our community’s most vulner-
able members,” said Jennifer
Hanlon Wigon, Chief Executive
Officer for the Women’s Lunch
Place. “By examining Boston’s
homelessness data, we can bet-
ter tailor our services to meet the
needs of women experiencing
homelessness. But our ultimate
mission remains clear: ensur-
ing every individual has access
to safe, stable, and permanent
housing, along with the support
they need to thrive.”

The results of the 2025 home-
lessness census will be available

in the coming months. The
report will inform the public
about the City’s ongoing efforts
to ensure every Boston resident
has access to safe and stable
housing.

The Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing is responsible for housing
people experiencing homeless-
ness, creating and preserving
affordable housing, and ensuring
that renters and homeowners can
obtain, maintain, and remain in
safe, stable housing. The depart-
ment develops and implements
the City of Boston’s housing
creation and homelessness pre-
vention plans and collaborates
with local and national partners
to find new solutions and build
more housing affordable to all,
particularly those with lower
incomes. For more information,
please visit the MOH website.
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Fenway CDC launches Strategic Plan for future at first Town Hall meeting

By Dan Murphy

Fenway CDC (Community
Development Corporation) held
its first of three planned Town
Hall meetings to help guide the
organization’s Strategic Plan for
the next four years on Thursday,
Jan. 30, at Simmons College.

Steven Farrell, executive direc-
tor, first outlined the planned
‘Community Vision Conversa-
tions,” which he described as a
“10-month-long conversation”
regarding future of the organi-
zation, during his first keynote
address at the Fenway CDC’s
51st annual meeting on April 25,
also at Simmons College.

Last week’s first Town Hall
meeting drew 62 attendees to the
same space, and one “unintend-
ed” but encouraging outcome of
this event was that new relation-
ships were forged between long-
time members of the Fenway
CDC community and newcom-
ers to the organization, accord-
ing to Farrell, who assumed
the reins of Fenway CDC last
March.

“There were a lor of noted
[collected],” Farrell told this
reporter following the meeting.
“It was a very engaged group of
community members that really

bought into the community part
of the conversation. They were
enthusiastic about the process,
looking forward to what hap-
pened next.”

The next Town Hall meeting
is scheduled take place in May
in tandem with the Fenway
CDC’s annual meeting. A draft
of the Strategic Plan, which will
include community input from
the first Town Hall meeting, will
be released at that time.

A third and final Town Hall
meeting would then follow
sometime this summer, said Far-
rell, at which time the final Stra-
tegic Plan will be unveiled.

Along with developing the
Strategic Plan, Fenway CDC
also intends to create new brand-
ing that “better aligns” with the
organization’s core  mission,
which would likely include a
new logo, added Farrell.

Meanwhile, Fenway CDC
was selected to redevelop two
adjacent properties at 27-29
Hancock St. on Beacon Hill into
15 affordable homeownership
units, following a lengthy pro-
cess involving extensive com-
munity input and collaboration
with city and state officials

(JDMD, which developed The
Archer Residences — a luxury
condo building on Temple Street

NEWS IN BRIEF

VIRTUAL MEETING TO
DISCUSS FUTURE OF
SOUTH END BRANCH
LIBRARY SET FOR
FEB. 10

A fifth community meeting to
discuss future plans for the South
End Brach Library takes place
virtually on Monday, Feb. 10,
from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Follow the link at https:/
tinyurl.com/BPLSouthEnd  to
register for the meeting.

WINTER WALK TO END
HOMELESSNESS SET

FOR FEB. 9

The ninth annual Winter Walk
to End Homelessness takes place
on Sunday, Feb. 9, at 9 a.m.

Join thousands on a winter
walk around the Boston Com-
mon to raise money to end
homelessness.  All the money
raised goes directly to programs
working around Boston to pre-

vent, support and care for our
homeless community.

Register online at https:/
secure.qgiv.com/event/winter-
walk2025-boston/.

Participants are also invited
to walk with the Neighborhood
Association of the Back Bay
Homelessness Task Force. Regis-
ter online and get your materials
at the big tent, then meet at the
corner of Beacon and Charles
streets at 8:45 a.m. For any
questions, email htf@nabbon-
line.org.

Also, if you see someone stay-
ing outside, call 311 and provide
as many details as possible, such
as their location, their personal
descriptions and dress, as well
as behavior or other identifiable
traits.

Likewise, if you see adverse
changes to someone who has
been a regular in a certain spot,
or if there is an acute or emer-

(BRrIEFS, Pg. 15)

- purchased 27-29 Hancock St.
in 2018, with plans to gift the
building to another developer for
the creation of off-site affordable
housing units to satisfy its IDP
[Inclusionary Development Pol-
icy] with the city for the Archer
project.)

“This is an example of extend-
ing Fenway CDC’s commitment
to and expertise developing
affordable housing opportunities
to another neighborhood,” Far-
rell told this reporter. “Beacon
Hill is a desirable place for fami-
lies and individuals because of its
history and vibrancy.”

For more information on Fen-
way CDC, including on upcom-
ing Town Hall meetings, visit
fenwaycdc.org.

District 8 City Councilor Sharon
Durkan addresses the crowd at
the Fenway CDC’s first Town Hall
meeting at Simmons College.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FENWAY CDC
Steven Farrell, executive director,
is seen delivering his first keynote
address during the Fenway CDC’s
S1st annual meeting last April at
Simmons College.

City of Boston

Planning
Department

Virtual Public Meeting

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

DESCRIPTION:

Plan (IMP) filing.

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

NORTHEASTERN IMP JOINT TASK
FORCE /PUBLIC MEETING

Register: bit.ly/40UlvI4
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 128 1984

PROJECT PROPONENT: Northeastern University

The Purpose of this Planning Department sponsored
meeting is to discuss the proposed community benefits

to be considered in the upcoming Institutional Master

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director /Secretary

[=]
[=]

MAIL:

Quinn Valcich

Planning Department

One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

617.918.4219
quinn.w.valcich@boston.gov

Website:
bit.ly/3PUnKFa
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FRIENDS OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS PARK PLAN A YEAR FULL OF EVENTS

TUNNEL OF LOVE
This year marks the 8th year that the trellis has been transformed
into the Tunnel of Love to warm up cold winter nights! Created by
FOCCP Art Curator Robyn Reed with the help of volunteer mem-
bers, the Tunnel of Love begins on February 1 with festive lights and

romantic music.

Be sure to stop by and see the addition of two new ten-foot-tall
illuminated hearts and more romantic photo ops!

Friends  of  Christopher
Columbus Park is thrilled to
bring a host of activities and
events to the park in 2025!
Thank you for your support that
makes these events possible and
gathers our community together.
Be sure to mark your calendar!

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

SOCIAL AT TIA’S IN MAY

You won’t want to miss our
yearly Membership Social where
members, prospective mem-
bers, sponsors, and volunteers
come together for a fun night at
Tia’s! Date and details to come.
We look forward to seeing you
there!

PHOTO-OP FROSTY
Our second-annual Photo-Op Frosty on New Year’s Eve was a fan
favorite! Long lines were seen filled with adults and children, waiting
to take their photo with Frosty. The ice sculpture is part of the annual
Harborwalk Ice Sculpture Stroll that is organized by Boston Harbor

Now.

sk,

PEER A

FALL FESTIVAL:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
Our Fall Festival is anoth-

er long-honored tradition that
brings families and neighbors
together to get into the fall
spirit! You’ll enjoy fall arts and
crafts, pumpkins, and fun activi-
ties. Costumes encouraged! Stay
tuned for more details.

GUEST SPEAKER
CIARA D’AMICO
Tuesday, February 11 e
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Mar-
iners  House, = > 11
North Square
We’re
honored to
have Ciara
D’Amico,
our Neighbor-
hood Services Liai-

son,
join us for our first meeting of
2025. For the past three years,
Ciara has been the “go to” per-
son for residents who’ve needed

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

Saturday, June 28, The annual Independence Day celebration in
the park has become a summer tradition! We kick off the event with
a parade through the park followed by numerous activities to keep
little ones busy. Don’t miss this magical day! More details to come.

help solving problems in their
neighborhood.

“I hear from residents about
a wide range of issues, from
ongoing rodent problems to
street and sidewalk safety, bike
lanes, and much more,” Ciara
said. “I’ve loved every aspect of
this job, but one thing T didn’t
anticipate was being on ‘Emer-
gency Coverage’ from time to
time. This means that when
emergencies occur, such as a
fire, gas leak, or any other inci-
dent that may displace residents,
we step in as liaisons on behalf
of the City to ensure those dis-
placed are provided housing for
the night. We work closely with
the fire department and affected
residents to gather their informa-
tion and ensure they can return
home safely when the situation
permits.”

Ciara is also the City’s liaison
for both the West End and the
Wharf District.

Join us on February 11 to
welcome Ciara, share your con-

cerns and suggestions, and learn
what’s planned for our neighbor-
hood.

Ciara is a third generation
North End resident. She attend-
ed Eliot School and Boston Latin
Academy. She received a Bache-
lor’s of Arts degree in Commu-
nications with a minor in Social
Work from Saint Anselm Col-
lege.

2025 MEETINGS

Please Join Us for Our Quar-
terly Meetings!

FOCCP meetings are open
to the public. They’re a great
opportunity to learn about
upcoming events, find out how
to get involved, and meet up
with friends, old and new.

2025 Meeting Dates - 6:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, February 11

Tuesday, May 13

Tuesday, August 12

Tuesday, November 11

Location

Mariners House

11 North Square, just steps
away from the Paul Revere
House

Meetings will be on the 2nd
floor (there is an elevator)

LITTLE LIBRARY COMING
TO THE PARK

This Spring, there will be more
than just flowers in Columbus
Park! We’re
in the process
of  creating
our very own

-

Free  Little == e -
Library_ Take Lirele Proe Eiyary
a book, share il
a book.
According to LittleFreeLi-

brary.org, 98% of people say
their neighborhood feels like a
friendlier place because of a Lit-
tle Free Library.

Stay tuned for details and a
fun unveiling event!

BINA Farm Center’s ‘Horsing Around at the Mandarin’ gala returns

Special to Times

BINA Farm Center’s 15th
anniversary ‘Horsing Around
at the Mandarin® black-tie gala
raised over $400,000.

The sold-out November event
was emceed by 18-year-old Aidin
Bina and included the Founders
Coryn and Babak Bina, Keith
Lockhart, City Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan, Kate Kelly, Azita
Bina, Amy Bailey, Juan and Jill

Uribe, Jack Yeaton, Kristina
Lyons, Amy Finsilver, Melissa
Steffy, Co-Chairs Ernie Boch Jr.,
Christy and Jay Cashman, Liane
and Alex Leventhal, Harris and
Paul Krupp, Tonya and Ben
Mezrich and Enza Sambataro.
The leadership committee
included Jadiann Thompson
from Channel 7 News, Laura
Baldini of Mother Juice, Angela
Peri of Boston Casting, Hannah
St. Laurent and Samantha Rose
Baldwin. Champion sponsors

were Ropes & Gray, BINA
Family Hospitality, Boston Bru-
ins Foundation, Mandarin Ori-
ental, Mother Juice, K.Kerkori-
an Events, and BCB3.

Guests heard from BINA’
new Executive Director Chessy
Stufano, enjoyed a performance
from Four-Handed Illusions,
heartfelt remarks from Stella
Boch, Aidan Thomas, Colin
Courtney and Spencer Karof-
sky touched many. There were
wonderful auction items includ-

ing from XV Beacon, Zurito,
Townhouse Beauty Bar, JLK
Diamonds & Design and Bos-
ton Pops. Volunteer support
from teen ambassadors Arya
and Asher Mezrich, Kellan and
Christopher ~ Lockhart, Lily
Kahrl, Nora Kelley and Amir
El Boukfaoui had a wonder-
ful impact on the event and the
night ended with dancing with
DJ Deep Voice JoJo, treats from
Chic Party Cart and special gifts
from Oakleaf Cakes Bake Shop

and Petalouda Salon.

BINA’s mission of bringing
people together of all ages with
and without physical, develop-
mental, cognitive, and mental
health challenges by offering a
variety of equine-assisted ther-
apeutic, clinical, recreational,
educational and complementary
programs is located in Lexing-
ton and at the Dana Hall School.
Email info@binafarm.org for
more details or visit their web-
site at www.binafarm.org.
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HOLOCAUST MUSEUM BOSTON TO USE
EDUCATION TO INSPIRE ACTION AGAINST HATE

By Jody Kipnis and Todd Ruderman

International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day on January 27
marked the 80th anniversary of
the liberation of the Auschwitz
concentration  camp. This
year’s commemoration came
at a time of rising antisemi-
tism. According to the ADL,
antisemitic Incidents in New
England went up 205% in 2023
to 623 incidents.

In 2018, while touring Aus-
chwitz with Holocaust survivor
David Schaecter, we pledged to
honor the Holocaust’s memory
and ensure its lessons endure.
The Holocaust stands as an ex-
plicit warning of what happens
when hatred and democracy’s
breakdown go unchecked.

That pledge is taking shape
through the Holocaust Lega-
cy Foundation, a nonprofit we
co-founded to create a Holo-

caust museum in downtown
Boston, located across from
the Freedom Trail, to examine
the past and create a more just
future.

Education is the strongest
antidote to hate. The Holocaust
Museum Boston will immerse
visitors in history through
multi-media exhibits and au-
thentic artifacts, including a
Nazi-era railcar, and spaces
for learning and reflection.
The museum will also house
classrooms for educational
programming. When it opens
in 2026, it will be the only
museum in New England ded-
icated to Holocaust education.
We hope it inspires visitors to
reflect on their choices, values,
and impact on others.

The lessons of the Holocaust
demand more than remem-
brance, they demand action.
Together, we can build a future
rooted in empathy, dignity, and
respect for all.

Jody Kipnis and Todd Rud-
erman are the co-founders of
the Holocaust Legacy Founda-
tion

THE NEW ENGLAND WATERCOLOR SOCIETY

Fostering Excellence in Aqua Media since 1885.

2025 Annual Signature

Members Show

February 4 - March 2, 2025

The Guild of Boston Artists
162 Newbury Street, Boston, MA

Gold Medal,
New England
Watercolor

Society 2024

Gallery Hours

" Exhibit Juror

Gallery Events

Tues.—Sat. 10:30 am—-5:30 pm
Sun. Noon—4:00 pm

Jean Francois Arnaud

} Reception & Awards
February 8, 2:00-4:00 pm

Painting Demos

Juror Demo Jean Francois Arnaud

Thursday, Jan. 30, 5:00-7:00 pm
Suggested Donation $10

Sunday Demos, 2:00 pm

Feb.16 Robert O’Brien

Attention to Detail

Puotos AND TEXT By PENNY CHERUBINO

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

The tile doorway in the last clue is on the Beacon Street side of Chabad
House at 491 Commonwealth Ave. This organization writes that it “...
is dedicated to furthering the understanding and observance of Jewish
traditions to all, regardless of their background.”

You’ll find the next clue in the South End.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured?
Email Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Signature -
Mﬁmbeps Show Feb.23 Dylan McKnight
;Thgught You'd Mar. 2 Carolyn Latanision
e Home”

For more information, visit
NewEnglandWatercolorSociety.org

by Alonzo Clarke
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West End Museum faces uncertainty amid new administration’s directives

By Dan Murphy

Like museums and other insti-
tutions across the nation that
depend on federal funding, The
West End Museum now finds itself
in a challenging position with the
uncertainty surrounding the flurry
of Executive Orders that President
Trump signed immediately upon
his return to the White House.

As The Boston Globe first
reported on Jan. 29, the museum
had recently learned it had been
picked to receive a $25,000 federal
grant from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities this year,
along with another grant from the
Institute of Museum and Library

Services.

(The White House put a tempo-
rary freeze on issuing federal grants
and loans to determine whether
they align with its priorities on Jan.
27 but rescinded the order two
days later amid challenges from at
least two federal judges.)

“It creates an interesting situ-
ation for any organization with
this type of funding,” said Sebas-
tian Belfanti, executive director
of The West End Museum, which
only recently begun to receive fed-
eral funding. “For The West End
Museum, which is actively grow-
ing, unlocking this type of funding
could be very powerful in main-
taining our growth trajectory.”

The National Endowment
for the Humanities grant, which
had been earmarked for a pro-
gram called ‘Missing Stories: The
LGBTQ+ Community in Boston’s
West End,’ could potentially be in
conflict with President’s Trump’s
Executive Order entitled Defend-
ing Women from Gender Ideology
Extremism and. Restoring Biolog-
ical Truth to the Federal Govern-
ment.

“It seems like the contract
issuance might’ve been delayed,”
said Belfanti, adding that he had
expected the letter to arrive on or
around Jan. 15.

The Institute of Museum and
Library Services grant, which Bel-

fanti said he was “more immedi-
ately concerned about,” since “the
museum is already billing against
it,” still seems to be in the pipeline,
however.

These funds are crucial to The
West End Museum, which is just
rebounding from a substantial
flood on Jan. 15, 2022, when
a sprinkler check-valve ruptured
on the fourth floor of the adjacent
West End Place. A renovated West
End Museum formally reopened to
the public on May 23 of last year,
after being closed to the public for
more than two years for repairs.

For Belfanti, one of his overar-
ching concerns now is if accepting
federal money would put pressure

on The West End Museum to
change its narrative, or the stories
it tells, many of which would oth-
erwise be neglected or forgotten.

“Everything The West End
Museum does promotes some
form of diversity, equality, or
inclusion,” he said. “We wouldn’t
(and can’t) shift our organization’s
founding purpose to acknowledge
lost and ignored history, and then
to be put in a position where if we
accept federal monies we might be
able to do that is extremely confus-
ing.”

To contribute to The West End
Museum’s ongoing renovation
costs, visit thewestendmuseum.
org.

Wu announces passage of groundbreaking Net Zero Carbon Zoning

Special to the Sun

Mayor Michelle Wu announced
the approval of an amendment last
week to the City’s zoning code by
the Boston Zoning Commission to
include Net Zero Carbon (NZC)
Zoning.

This new zoning will introduce
decarbonization requirements for
development projects that accel-
erate progress on the City’s goal
of being carbon-neutral by 2050.
Additionally, it will help Boston
lead in the transition to a sus-
tainable, low-carbon future for
both building materials and ener-
gy. Under NZC, most new large
buildings permitted and delivered
will emit net zero carbon emis-
sions from the day they open.

“Around the world and here
at home, the dangers of climate
change are clear and intensifying.
To protect families across our
neighborhoods and keep our city
running, we need urgent action
to ensure resiliency for the safety
and well-being of all Bostonians,”
Mayor Wu said in a press release.
“By embedding sustainability into
new projects, we set Boston on a
direct path towards a cleaner and
healthier future for generations to
come.”

Buildings account for nearly 71
percent of the community’s car-
bon emissions and by adjusting
operational performance require-
ments of new buildings, Boston
can minimize emissions and its
impact on climate. This includes
reducing energy use, easing our
reliance on fossil fuels, increasing
electrification, and using renew-
able energy sources. NZC Zoning
introduces a net zero emissions
standard for new project filings
after July 1, 2025, with 15 units
or more, a minimum of 20,000
square feet, or additions of a min-
imum of 50,000 square feet or
more to existing buildings. Proj-
ects will demonstrate compliance

with this standard during Article
80 Development Review moving
forward. Additionally, Small and
Large Projects, as defined in Arti-
cle 80, will be required to report
on embodied carbon, which is the
carbon emitted construction of a
building and the manufacturing
of its materials. Large Projects
will also be required to conduct
an embodied CO2e emissions life
cycle assessment analysis. These
amendments build upon and bet-
ter reflect updated state building
codes and city ordinances, includ-
ing the Specialized Stretch Ener-
gy Code and Building Emissions
Reduction and Disclosure Ordi-
nance (BERDO), respectively.

“This zoning is the first of its
kind that will ensure that all new
buildings achieve net zero opera-
tional emission. It is the right thing
to do, and it will make Boston
more competitive in the future,”
Chief of Planning Kairos Shen said
in a press release. “Thank you to
our partners in the development
community for working with us
to keep building a healthy, green,
and growing city.”

“This Net Zero Carbon Zoning
policy represents a tremendous
step forward in reducing Boston’s
carbon footprint by requiring
most major new buildings from
now on to be net carbon neutral
in operations from the moment
they open,” Brian Swett, Chief
Climate Officer, said in a press
release. “By addressing both oper-
ational and embodied carbon in
new developments, we’re not only
tackling emissions but also begin-
ning to understand and reduce the
carbon intensity of our building
materials. We are deeply grateful
to the real estate community for
their partnership and willingness
to align with the City’s climate
action goals, ensuring a resilient
and equitable Boston for genera-
tions to come.”

The NZC Zoning policy

excludes renovations, additions
under 50,000 square feet, and
changes of use, encouraging
large-scale adaptive reuse projects
that combine energy efficiency
upgrades. This policy allows for
a phased in approach for hospi-
tals, general manufacturing sites
and labs. Recognizing the unique
energy and ventilation needs of
labs and hospitals, new labs will
be required to meet net zero emis-
sions by 2035, and new hospitals
and general manufacturing build-

Ings must meet net zero emissions
by 2045. The NZC Zoning policy
will ensure that Boston’s newest,
state-of-the art buildings maxi-
mize their impact on greenhouse
gas emissions reductions. If this
policy had been in effect for large
buildings beginning operation in
2023, it would have reduced Bos-
ton’s total annual greenhouse gas
emissions by 0.58 percent, which
is equivalent to all waste-related
emissions in the city.

The approval of this policy by

the Zoning Commission marks a
significant milestone in Boston’s
climate action efforts. It reinforc-
es Mayor Wu’s commitment to
reducing emissions, enhancing
energy efficiency, and prioritiz-
ing sustainability in all aspects of
urban development. As Boston
progresses toward its 2050 car-
bon neutrality target, policies like
NZC Zoning are vital to achiev-
ing a greener, healthier, and more
equitable city for all.

Registration opens for Earth Day Charles River Cleanup

The 26th Annual Earth Day
Charles River Cleanup will take
place on Friday, April 25, and Sat-
urday, April 26, and registration is
now open.

This much-loved event brings
together over 3,500 volunteers
each year to rejuvenate the parks,
forests, playgrounds, and paths
surrounding the Charles River and
its tributaries, ensuring the areas
remain clean, safe, and beautiful
for everyone to enjoy.

“The Charles River Earth Day
Cleanup invites the community
to help improve the health of the
Charles River and park ecosystem
by amplifying individual com-
mitment into a shared mission,”
Charles River Conservancy Execu-
tive Director Laura Jasinski said in
a press release. “The Conservancy
is thrilled to unite volunteers once
again for the 26th year.”

“As the final bank before the
Charles River Dam that receives
upriver trash from many miles and
tributaries, the Esplanade depends
each year on the Charles River
Cleanup to remove that waste
before it slips to the Harbor,” Jen
Mergel, Executive Director of the
Esplanade Association (EA), said
in a press release. “The EA team is
so grateful to partner for decades
with our sister non-profits, our

friends at DCR, and so many
amazing volunteers across gener-
ations and geographies to ensure
the health of the Charles (Qui-
nobequin) for decades to come.
Please join us!”

The Cleanup is part of the
national American Rivers’ Nation-
al River Cleanup initiative, which
has collectively removed more
than 32.5 million pounds of trash
from waterways across the United
States. Since its inception in 1999,
the Charles River Cleanup has
mobilized thousands of volunteers
annually to remove litter and inva-
sive plants and assist with park
maintenance along the Charles
River’s 80-mile stretch and within
the 1,100 acres of Emerald Neck-
lace parkland surrounding the
Muddy River, a vital tributary of
the Charles.

“The Muddy River, the central
waterway of the Emerald Neck-
lace parks and a major tributary
to the Charles, has had an event-
ful year,” Karen Mauney-Brodek,
President of the Emerald Neck-
lace Conservancy, said in a press
release. “From the removal of the
last fenced-off work areas of the
Muddy River Restoration Project,
to our ongoing community vision-
ing process for its health and future
in partnership with the Charles

River Watershed Association, and
to ecological threats that remind
us just how important these water-
ways are: now more than ever, it is
crucial that we come together this
spring and do our part to care for
our shared urban ecosystems!”

“We are so grateful to the thou-
sands of volunteers who turn out
to remove trash from the banks
and parks and roadways near the
Charles,” Emily Norton, Exec-
utive Director of Charles River
Watershed Association, said in a
press release. “We look forward
to the day when this cleanup isn’t
necessary, but until then, this
amazing turnout demonstrates
how much people care about a
clean, healthy Charles River.”

Cleanup volunteers make a
lasting difference by improving
local environmental health and
fostering a sense of stewardship
for their rivers and communities.
The event empowers participants
to give back to their communities,
strengthen their connection with
nature, and cultivate lifelong hab-
its of environmental care.

To get involved, learn more
and register for the Charles River
Earth Day Cleanup, visit https://
www.charlesrivercleanup.org.
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gency health situation or securi-
ty issue call 911.

Rather than giving money
to a homeless person, consider
carrying some Dunkin’ or other
gift cards to give so they can buy
food and a drink and use the
restroom. Use your discretion in
all instances.

Visit https://nabbonline.
org/committees/homeless-
ness-task-force/ for more infor-
mation on NABB’s Homeless-
ness Task Force.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SPONSORED BY
THE GIBSON HOUSE

MUSEUM

The Gibson House Museum,
locate at 137 Beacon St., pres-
ents ‘Love at the Gibson House:
a Valentine’s Day Celebration’
on Saturday, Feb. 8, at 1 and 3
p.m.

The Gibson House is the
home of many loves: of newly-
weds making a home for their
three children; between Irish
servants of neighboring houses;
and of gay men in the late-19th
and early 20th centuries. Join us
this February for a celebration of
their love and yours. This event
is perfect for couples, a “Galen-
tine’s” date, or for an adult-child
pair to enjoy.

At this event, the museum
invites guests to make Victo-
rian-inspired  Valentines, take
vintage photographs with their
sweetheart in the period photo
booth, learn about the various
love stories at the Gibson House,
and enjoy a delicious spread of
sweets and tea. Special guest
Etiquetteer, Robert B. Dim-

Please Recycle

mick, will offer brief talks on the
social customs of the period and
answer your etiquette questions.

Admission is $65 for a pair
of adults; $50 for an adult/child
pair; (best for children 10+);
$35 for a single adult ticket; and
$25 for a single child ticket. Pur-
chase tickets online at https:/
www.thegibsonhouse.org.

Also  back by popular
demand, the museum will offer
‘Elements of the American Wed-
ding 1860-1920’ on Saturday,
Feb. 22, from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

At this time, join Etiquet-
teer, Robert B. Dimmick, on an
exploration of wedding customs
in the United States from the
Civil War to Prohibition. Aside
from familiar customs like the
white wedding dress and toss-
ing the bouquet, Etiquetteer will
look at fads like the floral bell,
how wedding breakfasts were
conducted, and the home wed-
ding. Two of the most celebrated
weddings of this period includ-
ed President Cleveland’s White
House wedding to Frances Fol-
som and Consuelo Vanderbilt’s
wedding in New York to the
Duke of Marlborough. Etiquet-
teer will also share the stories of
Gibson family weddings, espe-
cially those of sisters Mary Ethel
(held in Nahant) and Rosa-
mond, held in the Music Room
of the Gibson House six months
after the death of her father.

Admission is $25 per person
for the general public and $20
per person for museum mem-
bers. Purchase tickets online at
https://www.thegibsonhouse.
org.

JOHN J. RECCA

PAINTING

Commercial/Residential

Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

181-241-2454 |

I reccapainting

@hotmail.com
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY
Elfner 3rd, Albert H Robert J Malloy 2002 T 180 Beacon St #36 $2 850,000
Aon, Mitali Ann H Kneisel T 320 Beacon St #3 $2.700,000
Aon, Mitali Ann H Kneisel T 320 Beacon St #4 $2,700,000
275 Tremont Ownep LLC Hh Fp Portfolio LLC 275 Tremont St $123,000,000
Kasdon, Henry B Lorkin, Mary 290 Commonwealth Ave #16  $395,000
BEACON HILL
Swarr Ft Winthrop 168 LLC 21 Beacon St#5T $658,500
Marshall G Row RET Oneill, Kathryn 51 Beacon St #4 $2,750,000
Carmi, Oded Elfner 3rd, Albert H 53 Chestnut St $5,000,000
Santoscoy-Dougherry, Mia A Ruth G Walsh Lt 8 Whittier Pl #6) $565,000
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Richter, Wolfgang 0 Brady, Peter ) 189 Warren Ave #4 $825,000
Berman, Stuart M Hasfings, Mark E 188 Brookline Ave #PH29E $6,275,000
Sullivan, Cynthia L Putnam 234 Associates LL 234 Causeway St #1111 §755,000
Fritz, Zach Bogue, Jeffrey 547 Columbus Ave #3F $556,000
Mendoza, Edison Wpb Properties LLC 11 Park Dr #7-11 $380,000
Consalvo, Nicholas Walker, Jason S 3 Rollins St #C301 $2,050,000
Samuel Barnet Blvd Corp Sullivan, Peter 52 Rutland Sq #2 $1,500,000
Parsons, Lea A Fragomeni Jr, Frank L 7 Rutland Sq $3,575,000
Ostapovich, Emma Franke, Molly F 198 W Springfield St #3 $715,000
Porter, Timothy J Bell, Jane A 11 Wellington St $4,200,000
Carlin, John Mccartney, Monica G 36 Worcester Sq #4 $838,000
WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Lewis, Patricia Turcotte 4603 LLC 2-1/2 Battery Wharf #4603 52,800,000
Howell, Nina M Reddy Vella T 101 Broad St #5D $637,000
Patel, Dushyant H Patel, Dushyant H 142 Commercial St #103 $105,886
Arch & Devonshire LLC Bre Quad Ma Owner LLC 161 Devonshire St $78,025,000
Cooper, Elise Canizares, Claude R 1 Franklin St #3705 $2.405,000
Shane B Hamel T Mcgrath, William G 120 Fulton St #2E $1,467,500
Dinosaur Milk LLC 31 Milk St Holdings LLC 31 Milk St #2 $9,550,000

ENVISION (from Page 3)

address homelessness through
strategic investments in housing
and health services.

The Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing oversees many programs
associated with housing those
that are experiencing homeless-
ness, creating and preserving

affordable housing, and ensuring
that renters and homeowners can
obtain, maintain, and remain in
safe, stable housing. The depart-
ment develops and implements
the City of Boston’s housing
creation and homelessness pre-
vention plans and collaborates

with local and national partners
to find new solutions and build
more housing affordable to all,
particularly those with lower
incomes. For more information,
please visit the MOH website.

DO YOU NEED TO PLACE A LEGAL NOTICE?

Don't Forget to check with the Courts to
see if you qualify for a FEE WAIVER
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NEw EXCLUSIVE LISTING
1 WEsT HiLL PLACE, BEACON HILL

5 BeEprOOMS | 5 FULL 2 HALF BATHROOMS | 6,106 SQUARE FEET | 1 PARKING SPACE

ListED at: $6,900,000
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