
By Seth Daniel

In the ongoing dispute over the 
Harriet Tubman House between 
the United South End Settlements 
(USES) and the Coalition of service 
providers in the South End, there 
is now a difference of opinions on 
whether or not the 566 Columbus 
Ave. building has restrictions on its 
sale.

The differing opinions have 

come up this week in what has been 
an ongoing discussion between 
both parties about the potential 
sale of the circa 1974 building on 
Columbus Avenue, and the overall 
inclusion of all communities in the 
process that led to decision to sell.

Two weeks ago at a communi-
ty meeting put on by the Coalition 
and the Friends of the Harriet Tub-
man, moderator Steven Godfrey 
(of Quincy Geneva Housing) said 

the Coalition believed that there 
were three, perhaps four, restric-
tions that could prevent the sale of 
the Tubman House.

Now, this week, USES Presi-
dent Maicharia Weir Lytle told the 
South End Forum that searches by 
their legal team have shown no 
deed restrictions on the Columbus 
Avenue building.

“We’ve looked into that and 

By Lauren Bennett

After much community discus-
sion, the Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) on Tuesday approved the 
change of occupancy at 591 Alba-
ny St. to allow marijuana compa-
ny Liberty Compassion to open a 
medical marijuana dispensary at 
the location. 

The Liberty Compassion team 
told the ZBA that they have signed 
a Community Host Agreement 
with the City of Boston, as well 
as a “detailed” Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Black-
stone Franklin Neighborhood 

Association. 
Vin Giordano of Liberty Com-

passion explained that this loca-
tion is partly a flower shop, and 
called it “an ideal location for a 
marijuana dispensary.” He said 
they took feedback from commu-
nity meetings, including some of 
the design concerns people had. 
Giordano said that some people 
expressed concern with a large line 
of people waiting outside to get 
inside the dispensary, so they mod-
ified the inside so it would have a 
larger queuing area for people to 
wait outside without creating con-
gestion on the sidewalk. Giordano 

said that nothing will change on 
the outside of the 2,500 square-
foot building except signage. 

“Security is a primary concern,” 
Giordano said. Security consultant 
Paul Fitzgerald said that the goal is 
“to have the greatest security”—a 
mixture of people, procedures, and 
equipment. 

Giordano said that they predict 
there will be between eight and 10 
customers in the store at one time, 
with about 200 people visiting the 
store each day. The hours will be 
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday-Sat-

By Lauren Bennett

City Councilor Josh Zakim 
has announced he is not seeking 
re-election after serving three terms 
on the council, which means that 
District 8 will see a new face next 
year. Zakim said he is hoping to 
spend more time with his fami-
ly, but “whatever my next role is, 
I look forward to continuing to 
serve the public good in Boston, 
[Mass.], and beyond,” he said in a 
Facebook post on March 21.  

“To the residents of District 8: 
thank you for your trust, support, 
and friendship since 2013. To 
Mayor Walsh and my City Coun-
cil colleagues, past and present: 
thank you for being vital allies and 
partners at every turn,” the post 
stated. “I am immensely proud 
of all that we have accomplished 
in three terms on the Council. As 
chair of the Civil Rights Commit-
tee and a past chair of the Commit-
tee on Housing and Community 
Development, we have positively 
impacted the lives of residents 
across the city.”

Three candidates have their 
campaigns off the ground for Dis-
trict 8: Kristen Mobilia, Helene 
Vincent, and Landon Lemoine. 

Vincent said that she is “grate-
ful” for Zakim’s service in the last 
years “and we wish him luck in 
his future endeavors and spending 
time with his family as well.”  

Vincent said she’s been knock-
ing on between 50 and 100 doors 
per day, as her focus is to run a 
grassroots campaign, “talk to as 
many people as we can,” and build 
relationships with the community. 
She said she has found that a lot 
of people feel like they are not lis-
tened to, and a lot of people have 
not met their representatives. “We 
need to make sure that everybody 
in our neighborhoods understand 
the changes that are happening,” 
Vincent said. “There’s a special 
moment when you knock on a 
door and the person realizes you’re 
there with no agenda.”

Landon Lemoine said he is 
“very excited” to get his campaign 
off the ground. He said he’s also 
been doing some door knocking of 
his own, as well as going to local 
events and people’s homes to lis-
ten to how they think things can 
be done better. “They want change 
and they want people to think 
beyond just the next month,” he 
said—they’re thinking about the 

Zakim not seeking re-election; 
three candidates’ seeking seat
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PHOTO BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Chloe Kimball, development coordinator at Women’s Lunch Place in the 
Back Bay, listens to J.J. Long’s tips for painting during the first Paint 
and Sip fundraising night on March 21 for the organization’s Young 
Professionals Group. The night was deemed a great success. See more 
photos on Page 4.

PHOTO BY DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN

Marielisa Alvarez, co-director of the Boston String Academy, contributes her strings with the orchestra during 
South End Stringfest on Saturday, March 23, at More Than Words Bookstore in the South End. The concert 
was part of the Celebrity Series of Boston, and it was the first time that the series visited the South End. The 
concert combined several string orchestras, including students from the Josiah Quincy School. See more photos 
on Pages 8 and 9.
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By Seth Daniel

The historic White Elm trees in 
Franklin Square carve out a majes-
tic square of wilderness in the 
urban landscape of the South End, 
but the future of those 150-year-
old giants is now in jeopardy this 
week.

Parks Commissioner Chris 
Cook and the Friends of Franklin 
Square reported this week that 
the elms in Franklin Square were 
found to have Dutch Elm disease 
– a disease that migrates through 
the root structure of old trees and 
kills them off in a period of five to 
10 years.

Cook said on Tuesday at the 
South End Forum that three of the 
trees in Franklin Square will be 

taken down on Friday morning, 
with the Department moving fast 
to prevent it from spreading to all 
the trees there.

“It’s absolutely devastating,” he 
said, noting that they are monitor-
ing the rest of the trees but don’t 
have a solution beyond quick 
removal.

Toni Crothall, of the Friends of 
Franklin Square and co-president 
of the Blackstone/Franklin Neigh-

borhood Association (BFNA), said 
the news of the demise of the trees 
has been extremely sad.

“Our Elm trees in Franklin 
Square are dying,” she said at the 
BFNA meeting on Monday. “The 
elm trees in Blackstone Square 
died and were chopped down over 
a number of years. The rest in 
Franklin Square is still full of them. 
Some are 170 years old and were 
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Guest Op-ed

Just Say No to Hotel Alexandra
LEGALIZED MARIJUANA: 
A FEW OBSERVATIONS

We recently attended an event at an area Senior Center for an 
informational presentation on marijuana, which now is legal for 
recreational use in Massachusetts (as well as in 10 other states across 
the country). 

The room that initially was set aside for the presentation soon was 
filled to overflowing, requiring that it be moved to a larger hall. There 
were about 50 persons in attendance, and we would guess that the 
average age of the attendees was about 70.

The participants made the usual jokes about old hippies and senior 
potheads.

So what’s old is new again, literally and figuratively. 
As Massachusetts and the nation grapple with the reality and 

implications of legalized marijuana, there are a few facts that must 
be kept in mind:

First and foremost, as with alcohol, marijuana should not be made 
available to young people under the age of 21. This has nothing to 
do with being prudish. Science has linked major brain and devel-
opmental disorders to marijuana consumption by young people, a 
fairly-recent discovery that is known as marijuana induced psychosis. 

Just as alcohol consumption affects a young person’s still-de-
veloping brain (we now know that the human brain continues to 
develop up to the age of 25), marijuana consumption also can cause 
permanent brain damage -- and that is not too strong a word -- in 
teens. Parents must be extra-vigilant to ensure that their child is not 
consuming marijuana.

Second, those who choose edibles as their means of marijuana 
consumption must do so very carefully. Unlike smoking marijuana, 
eating a marijuana-infused product means that the “high” will take a 
long time to kick in. When you smoke marijuana, you know in short 
order when you’ve reached your limit and can stop. However, once 
an edible is consumed, it’s too late to know whether you’ve had too 
much. So go slow -- really slow -- with marijuana chocolates, brown-
ies, and other edible products.

Third, users of marijuana must be sure not to operate a motor 
vehicle. Getting high and driving are unsafe, just as is drinking and 
driving.

Fourth, although the anecdotal and research evidence that both 
marijuana (THC) and its non-intoxicating cousin, CBD, may offer 
relief for a variety of ailments and pains associated with old age is 
becoming clearer, much more research is needed. 

Israel presently leads the world in marijuana research and it is time 
for the U.S. to get on board. Marijuana offers the potential as an 
alternative to dangerous and addictive prescription drugs, including 
opioids. The sooner we can begin to understand the benefits -- and 
pitfalls -- of marijuana consumption, the better.

There are  pluses and minuses to the legalization of marijuana that 
must be understood and taken into account by each of us individually 
and by society as a whole.

ANOTHER SIGN OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE

“Historically catastrophic” flooding is the description of what has 
been happening across our nation’s Midwestern Plains states this past 
week, thanks to a combination of heavy snows and unseasonably cold 
weather followed by unusually heavy rains.

When most of us think of climate change, images of rising sea levels 
and fearsome hurricanes that threaten our densely-populated coastal 
cities are what come to our minds.

But this past week’s unprecedented events in the heart of our nation’s 
bread basket should make all of us realize that no place on earth is safe 
from the devastating effects of climate change, which are accelerating at 
a rate faster than even the most-dire models had predicted.

It should be clear to all of us by now that whatever the costs may be 
of implementing green energy measures, they will be far outweighed by 
the costs of the devastation caused by the forces of nature that await us 
if we do not change our ways immediately.

By George Stergios

Thanks to the efforts of the 
South End Historical Society 
(SEHS), the South End was placed 
on the National Register of Histor-
ic Places in 1973. Ten years later, 
the South End Landmark District 
Commission (SELDC) was created 
to safeguard what made the South 
End worthy of that placement, 
that it was  “a cohesive district of 
19th-Century Victorian red brick 
rowhouses….[in which the] houses 
appear relatively uniform in size, 
material, and style, the individual-
ity of the unit being subordinated 
to the harmony of the street.”  The 
beauty that attracted many of us 
to the South End is not about the 
splendor of any one building, but 
the effect of the extended harmony 
of the whole.  A rare achievement 
that is becoming even rarer in the 
age of celebrity architects.

While the SEHS and the SELDC 
have done much of the heavy lift-
ing, all of us have made our contri-
bution by maintaining our homes, 
and maintaining them to the often 
cumbersome and expensive Stan-
dards and Criteria of the SELDC. 
Everyone who has wanted to 
replace their windows, resurface 
their stoop, or alter their building’s 
exterior, and every developer who 
had to stay within the maximum 
height of 70 feet despite financial 
hardship, has made a sacrifice to 

preserve the architectural harmony 
of the South End. 

All of us apart from the Church 
of Scientology. 

The Scientologists bought the 
Hotel Alexandra and the Ivory 
Bean Building in 2008 as their new 
Boston headquarters, but had to 
postpone development because of 
the financial crisis. They spent the 
money to demolish the Ivory Bean 
in 2011 but spent little to secure 
the main building, so that by the 
time their finances had revived, the 
cost of repairing the façade made 
their original plans impossible. So, 
they put it back on the market. 

When you and I allow our 
homes to deteriorate, we do not 
expect the buyer to pick up the 
cost, we, instead, cut the price. So 
even if prices in general are up, we 
might lose money when the dam-
age is severe. But billion-dollar real 
estate empires do not have follow 
the same rules as we do. The Sci-
entologists bought the property for 
$4.5 million, but the increased cost 
of securing the façade more than 
erases the 50 percent appreciation 
in real estate prices in this area 
since 2008. Instead of accepting 
a loss, the Scientologists found a 
developer willing to pay them $17 
million, but only if the SELDC and 
neighborhoods allowed it to add 
15 stories. We refused, and the Sci-
entologists found a developer that 
was willing to pay $12 million if 

we let it add eight stories. 
As one wag put it, the Scien-

tologists are holding the building 
hostage and threatening to let it 
fall down unless we pay the ran-
som, or more accurately, we shred 
the current 70-foot zoning so that 
the current developer can afford 
to pay the ransom. They are ask-
ing us to trade the harmony of the 
whole to save the façade. 

I, like my neighbors, am exas-
perated when I see the Hotel Alex-
andra in its current derelict state. 
Nevertheless, the solution is not to 
bail out a billion-dollar real estate 
empire and give every other owner 
of derelict or undeveloped proper-
ty a reason to hold out for drastic 
changes in zoning and a sky-high 
price. The SELDC should reject 
this proposal because it overpow-
ers “the harmony of the street,” 
because it mocks every one of us 
who walked the SELDC tightrope, 
and because it sets a dreadful prec-
edent. Then let the BPDA do what 
some have been asking it to do for 
years, condemn the property and 
seize it by eminent domain at a 
“fair price.”

Once you subtract the cost of 
stabilizing the façade from the 
price, any competent developer of 
mixed-income housing will be able 
to make money while restoring its 
splendid façade within the current 
zoning.

Friends of Blackstone/Franklin warn of 
potential tree die-off in Franklin Square
Neighborhood Association says big ‘no’ to needle kiosk in park

(dUTcH ElM diSEaSE, Pg. 6)
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BARK BLOCK! URBAN 
HOUND TO MOVE

It seems barking dogs below 
luxury apartments don’t mix, even 
with what was thought to be the 
best soundproofing.

National Development’s Ted 
Tye reported at the East Berke-
ley Neighborhood Association 
(EBNA) that the Urban Hound dog 
care service within the Ink Block 
buildings will be moving.

“While she is still providing ser-
vices to our Ink Block residents, the 
issue is we kind of miscalculated the 
sound of baking dogs in the build-
ing,” said Tye. “Despite advice 
from our acoustic experts, that did 
not work. She will still be in busi-
ness, just not in our building.”

7 INK TO COMMENCE
The final piece of the Ink Block 

is set to get underway this summer, 
said Ted Tye of National Develop-
ment.

The innovative co-living space 
called 7 Ink – and on the corner of 
Albany and Herald streets – will 
get underway this summer.

“We’re planning a summer con-
structions start,” said Ted Tye of 
National Development. “We’re 
starting our infrastructure work 
first and we’re excited to get it 

going and be the last piece of Ink 
Block.”

MASSAGE GONE 
WRONG

An older man living in the 345 
Harrison Ave. building ordered a 
massage on March 14 that went 
bad, but through creative police 
work, officers were able to make 
an arrest.

The man ordered a massage 
from a woman who came to his 
apartment. However, an issue arose 
at some point and she allegedly 
pulled a knife and robbed him. The 
woman also bit the man, while tak-
ing his wallet and money. Officers 
conducted an investigation with 
the victim and were able to identify 
the woman. They tried to book a 
massage covertly, but she refused 
saying that they had to be at a hotel 
or apartment.

Working with the owners of the 
new hotel on Melnea Cass, police 
were able to set up a sting and lure 
the suspect to a room there. 

It worked.
When the woman arrived, offi-

cers were able to get a positive ID 
on her and make the arrest.

Tubman House (from pg. 1)

Zakim (from pg. 1)

(news briefs, Pg. 14)

future of the neighborhood. 
“What we see from everything 

is that this district is growing fast-
er than what the city can keep up 
with,” Lemoine said. “It’s going to 
take somebody with an innovative 
approach.”

Lemoine is focused on “stream-
lining a lot of processes in the city,” 
so people can “get things done for 
themselves” more easily. “You’ve 
got to think about these situations 
differently and think outside the 
box,” he said. 

He said that people want to hear 
real ideas that are going to change 
what they see everyday. “People 
are willing to make a jump and 
hear a new voice,” he said. “No 
one is looking for a seat filler.”

Kristen Mobilia said she was 
“surprised” when she heard the 
news that Councilor Zakim was 
not running again, but she said 
the news does not change anything 
about her campaign. Her goal is to 
improve civic engagement across 
District 8, and “make sure there 
are very regular conversations 
throughout the neighborhood,” 
patterning with people and organi-
zations to create solutions.

She said she’s been doing “any-
thing and everything” to engage 
residents, from door knocking to 

stopping to speak with them. She 
is having a campaign kickoff event 
on April 10, and is working on an 
aging in the community initiative, 
as well as voter registration at Bos-
ton Public Schools. She said she is 
also working towards a long term 
solution for the opioid crisis, as 
well as improving accessibility to 
spaces around the city and mak-
ing sure that there is enough of the 
right type of housing for Boston’s 
growing population. 

She also believes that childcare 
amenities are “really important,” 
as well as healthy supermarkets 
and “transportation that makes 
sense” for new buildings. She also 
wants to stress the importance of 
voting in primaries, and wants 
people to know that she is avail-
able by phone or to meet for coffee 
to discuss any comments or con-
cerns from the community. 

Zakim still has nine and a half 
months left in his term, and he is 
excited to continue his work. “It’s 
an incredible district with very 
engaged residents,” Zakim told 
the Sun. “It’s a very unique and 
rewarding opportunity and I cer-
tainly wish [all the candidates] well 
and encourage them to call people 
in every neighborhood.” 

found no deed restrictions on those 
properties,” she said, when asked 
on Tuesday. “We have attorneys 
from Goulston & Storrs working 
with us. They looked into that. 
They found no deed restrictions 
on the transfer of land. If people 
know something different, we’d 
like them to share it. We’ve talked 
with the BPDA (Boston Planning 
and Development Agency) and 
they have found no restrictions.”

But that conclusion was 
nowhere near what those involved 
in the Coalition believe – includ-
ing representatives from Tenants 
Development Corporation (TDC), 
St. Stephens Youth Programs, a 
former USES board member and 
Godfrey.

During a March 13 meeting at 
Columbus Zion Baptist Church 
across the street from USES, a large 
portion of the meeting was devot-
ed to whether or not USES actually 
had the right to sell the building – 
let alone whether it was the right 
thing to do in a historical sense.

The Coalition said they believe 
that there is a restriction for the 
building to be historic due to it 
being tagged by the Historical 
Commission in 1983.

“In 1983, a group of folks pro-
posed a Landmarks District,” said 
Tiffany Benson, an organizer hired 
by the Coalition. “The Historical 
Commission looked at buildings in 
the South End that had historical 
value. They did a study of all the 
buildings and why there were his-
toric and what value they had his-
torically. After that was done, we 
have learned they decided the Har-
riet Tubman House was a historic 
landmark at 561 Columbus Ave.”

In the annals of modern Afri-
can American history, the Tubman 
House does have some unique 
value in that it was the first major 
commission for Don Stull. In the 
1970s, he was one of only a dozen 
African-American architects in the 
nation. Stull won awards with the 
Tubman House and went on to 
design Ruggles Street subway sta-
tion and the current Boston Police 
Department headquarters. The 
mural on the outside is unique as 
well, in that it depicts 100 years of 
history in the South End.

Beyond that, the Coalition said 
they believe there are dual restric-
tions by the former Boston Rede-
velopment Authority (now BPDA) 
and also under the Urban Renewal 
District of the South End.

Godfrey said there could actu-
ally be a fourth restriction due to 
the fact that the federal Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
contributed significant monies to 

the development of the Tubman 
House – particularly for the pur-
chase of the property.

“We have been having conver-
sations with attorneys about that 
and the spirit of the use of HUD’s 
money and any covenants that 
brings,” said Godfrey. “Is HUD 
good enough to enforce the regula-
tions of the money used to prevent 
a sale? The answer is HUD isn’t 
good at that. You have to bring 
it to HUD’s attention to enforce. 
We know there are three, and this 
might be a fourth, restriction on 
the property.”

USES has been involved in an 
18-month plan to develop a new 
strategy, and then to decide what 
to do about its real estate – which 
is spread out in three buildings 
between Columbus Avenue and 
Tremont Street. A final piece of 
property is a summer camp in the 
wilds of New Hampshire – known 
as Camp Hale.

Last year, USES announced they 
were planning to sell the Tubman 
House to generate an endowment. 
That money would be used to ren-
ovate and expand the property on 
Rutland Street, where they now 
have the South End House. By 
doing that and being under one 
roof, they said they can ensure 
long-term stability and being able 
to serve South End children and 
families into the future. An RFP 
for the sale of the Tubman House 
went out last fall, and responses 
have come in large numbers.

Last fall is when the Coalition 
became involved and first said they 
believed that historic South End 
providers and long-time residents 
had been excluded from the public 
process.

At the South End Forum on 
Tuesday, Weir Lytle said they 
would likely be prepared to make 
a decision on the sale by July 1.

“Right now, we think we can 
make a decision before the end of 
our fiscal year, which ends on June 
30,” she said, “given the responses 
to the RFP we have received.”

She said they are evaluating 
for price, certainly, to make sure 
they can complete their mission of 
consolidating on Rutland Street. 
However, she said they are also 
looking at things like how much 
affordable housing will be in the 
proposal – noting they would like 
to push it beyond what is required 
by the City. They are also looking 
at the proposals for what is termed 
a “substantial” community benefit 
on the first floor of any new devel-
opment.

“Affordable Housing is import-
ant to us and we’ll be seeing if we 

can stretch that to more than what 
the City requires,” she said.

Godfrey and the Coalition said 
at their meeting they would like to 
halt the sale of the Tubman House 
until there is consensus about the 
deed restrictions they believe exist. 

Former State Rep. Byron Rush-
ing, who attended that meeting but 
is not a member of the Coalition, 
also said that if there were restric-
tions it would be a “no-brainer” 
that they would have to pull the 
sale process and re-start.

ABCD has put in a bid   
to keep Tubman House 
as community center

Though the bids on the Tub-
man House have been kept close 
to the vest by USES during their 
sale process, one bid that has been 
acknowledged is that of a “com-
munity bid” by ABCD President 
John Drew.

“I thought we should put in a 
bid and we could use it as a com-
munity center and move our South 
End programs there,” he said. “We 
did a walk through. Were we able 
to get the building through a sale, 
we’d like to put substantial money 
inside to make sure it is in good 
working order. It would be a lot of 
work.”

The ABCD plan would consol-
idate their two existing locations 
in the South End – including one 
on Columbus Avenue and one on 
Massachusetts Avenue – and com-
bine all of those services into the 
renovated Tubman House. They 
would also bring in tenants of 
a like mind to fill out the space, 
tenants that Drew said would be 
exciting and community-oriented.

He said the price they have 
offered isn’t likely as high as those 
who submitted from the private 
market, but he also said it would 
give the Board of USES another 
option when deciding.

“We wanted to make sure the 
was a community bid in the mix,” 
he said. “I think the Tubman House 
is critically important…We did 
want to keep it as sort of the same 
to show it’s historic. We definitely 
have a program to bring right in 
to start and other non-profits that 
would come in with us.”

He said it would be an excellent 
opportunity for ABCD, and a way 
to keep the Tubman House as a 
place for the community to gather 
any time.

“Folks still think of the Tub-
man House as a community place 
where they can come all the time,” 
he said.

news briefs
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FIRST ‘PAINT AND SIP’ FUNDRAISER FOR WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS GROUP

At Seligman Dental Designs we are constantly looking for ways to make ideal dental care assessible and affordable.  Our vision is to never let financial or 
insurance obstacles be a barrier to your health and long-term well-being.  To that end, and with great excitement, we introduce our Family Wellness Plan.
This customized dental savings plan is our alternative to dental insurance benefits.  It has been designed specifically to provide greater dental care at an 

affordable price. Not only will this non-insurance plan save you money, it will finally provide you with the unlimited coverage that you deserve.
Many people stay away from the dental office due to lack of insurance and concerns about expenses.  That is why we have taken an innovative approach to help 
patients receive the care that they need and desire without the fear of costs.  Our in-office coverage, the Family Wellness Plan, covers all of your basic preventive 
needs for the entire year at a reduced fee.  In addition, there is a 20% discount on all other treatment with special offer for Invisalign and Full Mouth Series of 

X-rays.  The are no yearly maximums, no pre-estimates, no restrictions to treatment and no deductibles.

Dental insurance today can be very frustrating to patients.  Whereas the dentist strives to offer the best quality care to their patients, insurance 
companies often do not have the best interest of the patient in mind. There is also a conflict with the fact that someone with no dental license is 
telling a licensed doctor what he/she can and cannot do for a patient. Dental insurance companies don’t work for office, they are not part of your 

staff they have no relationship with your patients which is extremely important to understand.
As the links between oral health and total body health become more concrete, it becomes essential that everyone receives regular dental care.  

So, if you are looking for an office that has your best interest in mind, then check us out at Seligman Dental Designs!

— INTRODUCING —

FAMILY WELLNESS PLAN

JAMES R. SELIGMAN, DMD

In America today, it is estimated that 150 million people or 50% of the U.S. population does not have dental insurance.  
As a result, many people who are uninsured do not seek dental care on a regular basis, leading to an assortment of dental and medical health issues.   

Are you retired and have no dental insurance?  Are your monthly premiums to purchase dental insurance too high to be of value to you?  Are you self-employed 
and find it difficult to acquire low cost dental insurance?  Or are you just sick and tired of being denied claims and not being covered for necessary procedures 

even though you regularly pay your premium?  If any of these scenarios are familiar, then our Family Wellness Plan may just be the remedy for you!!

617-451-0011 | WWW.SELIGMANDENTALDESIGNS.COM | 1180 WASHINGTON ST., SUITE 102, BOSTON MA

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

The first Paint And Sip Night 
for the Women’s Lunch Place 
Young Professional Group brought 
members together for an evening 
of drinks, socializing, and painting 
on Thursday, March 21. The pro-

ceeds benefit the Women’s Lunch 
Place, which has been assisting 
and empowering women in need 
with dignity and respect.  Here 
women can find sanctuary, medical 
services, food, showers, and most 
importantly, hope.

To the right, Megan Gardner takes 
a glance at the painting she is 
looking to replicate.

J. J. Long of JJ Artworks with his original painting of the Public Garden 
bench made famous by the film ‘Good Will Hunting.’ The painting was 
one his class was to re-create. 

Gretta Hickey is having fun with 
her painting.

Katherine Colpitts (left) decides to 
buck the trend and make a darker 
painting her own.

Miriam Cai is careful to replicate 
the original painting before her.

The Women’s Lunch Place Young Professional Leadership Committee:  
Ann Austin, Mckenzie Snyder, Mazda Cintron, Madison Litwin, and Chole 
Kimball, development coordinator at Women’s Lunch Place.

Rebecca Kalaitzidis, Ed Li, and Jackie Laverghetta working feverishly away on their masterpieces.
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urday, and 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on 
Sundays, as neighborhood groups 
did not like the extended Sunday 
hours, he said. He said that there 
will be a minimum sale of $50 ini-
tially and $35 subsequently. 

He said that there is “no easy 
parking solution,” and they have 
met with BTD to discuss turning 
several spots outside the location 
into 15-minute transient spots. 
Giordano said this would be effec-
tive for people who place their 
orders ahead of time and just need 
to quickly run in to retrieve them. 
He added that they are also try-
ing to work out an agreement for 
parking on Harrison Avenue for 
employees or specific customers.

The ZBA asked the team about 
nearby substance issues, with this 
location’s proximity to treatment 
at Boston Medical Center. “The 
proximity to BMC is a benefit,” 
Giordano said, as “people will 
have access to our products that 
are close.” 

Faisa Sharif from the Mayor’s 
Office of Neighborhood Services 
said that there have been about 
a half dozen meetings about this 
proposal, and it is “very clear from 
the neighborhood that…this is the 
most flexible zoning in the entirety 
of the neighborhood; it’s meant to 
encourage commercial, research, 
development uses, and this fits 
right in,” she said. She said that 
people are more concerned about 
putting dispensaries in forbid-
den-use areas. “The vast majority 
have expressed support because of 
where it was located,” Sharif said. 
She said that while there are oppo-
nents such as Leggat McCall, the 
Abbey Group, and the Newmarket 
Business Alliance, many residents 
feel that their concerns have been 
addressed. 

David Stone from the Black-
stone/Franklin Neighborhood 
Association said that based on dis-
cussions and the results of those 
discussions, the neighborhood 
association is not opposed to the 
project.

A South End resident also 
expressed her support, saying she 
has a life partner who has cancer 
and currently has to travel to the 
Brookline dispensary to get treat-
ment. “Albany Street is an ideal 
location,” she said, adding that her 
partner is also in support. Anoth-
er resident said she supports this 
location because it “does not pose 
a significant traffic problem,” and 
will not disrupt the flow of traffic 
as it already is.”

A woman with the Boston Flow-
er Exchange was not as happy. 
“I’m really saddened to not be 
notified in writing about this meet-
ing,” she said, saying that she had 
only heard about it the day before. 
“We felt the process perhaps wasn’t 
managed appropriately,” she said. 

“This use is not appropriate at the 
moment as this neighborhood is in 
transition.”

A representative of Leggat 
McCall, the property manager 
of an abutting building also said 
that they were not informed of 
the ZBA hearing. He said that 
others would have shown up had 
they received notice. He said that 
since it was within a half mile of a 

“major substance abuse treatment 
center,” they are not in support 
of this proposal. He cited a letter 
from BMC’s Michael Botticelli that 
said the proximity to the treatment 
centers is not a good idea. “We 
recognize that it has support,” the 
representative said of the project, 
but requested a deferral as he felt 
that proper notice was not given. 
“We’re not even sure we’re aware 

Marijuana (from pg. 1)

you know the feeling — a nagging 
tooth pain. An overdue dental exam. An 
old crown that needs replacing. And 
always the question: How much is this 
going to cost me?

For too many people, the high cost of 
dental care gets in the way of good oral 
health. But healthy teeth and gums are 
about so much more than a sunny smile. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), your oral 
health can affect everything from the 
way you speak and eat to the way you 
work and show emotion. And, poor oral 
health — especially gum disease — has 
been linked to certain chronic diseases, 
including heart disease, diabetes and 
stroke. 

Fortunately, there’s a new way to save 
on dental care: Chewsi.

Today, people across Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts are seeing big 
results, collectively saving thousands 
of dollars when they use Chewsi to pay 
at the dentist; in fact, one person who 
used the app recently saved more than 
$6,500 on a complex dental visit by 
using Chewsi. 

“Chewsi is a true innovation in dental 
care,” says Joe Nagle, CEO of First 
Circle, Inc., parent company of Chewsi. 

“With just a couple of taps on your 
smartphone, you can get savings on 
dental care that you wouldn’t be able to 
get on your own.”

Here’s how it works: Download the 
app to your smartphone (it’s free) and 
register with referral code LCLB1. Find 
a Chewsi dentist near you and see what 
you’d pay for your dental service before 
you call to make an appointment. When 
you see the dentist for your service, use 
your phone to pay through the secure, 
cloud-based Chewsi app and see how 
much you saved immediately. 

Anyone can use Chewsi to save on 
all dental services — not just more 
expensive care. From routine visits like 
cleanings and fillings to higher-priced 
services like implants, crowns, dentures 
and braces, Chewsi helps you save on 
every service because there are no limits, 
exclusions or waiting periods. If you 
have dental insurance, Chewsi helps you 
save on any services that aren’t covered 
by your plan, Nagle says —including 
cosmetic services.

“Chewsi helps remove the cost barriers 
to dental care by connecting you directly 
with dentists for savings,” he says. 

“Chewsi doesn’t interfere in your dental 
care. Your care is between you and your 
dentist.”

In addition to saving on specific 
dental services, people can also save 
by avoiding the monthly or annual 
costs they’d typically pay for a dental 
insurance policy or for membership in a 
discount dental plan because there are 
no monthly or annual fees to use Chewsi, 
and the app is free to download. 

“Chewsi helps people get the dental 
care they need, when they need it, 
for less,” Nagle says. “With Chewsi, 
you never have to worry about limits, 
exclusions or waiting periods.”

To learn more, visit ChewsiDental.com 
or download the app in the App Store or 
on Google Play. 

With Chewsi, You Can Save BIG on Dental Care

Chewsi helps you 
save on all dental care.
We’re a whole new way to save BIG when you go to the dentist. 
From implants, crowns and braces, to cleanings, dentures and 
more, Chewsi helps you save on all dental care. Plus, it’s free to 
download and easy to use, with no monthly fees.

ChewsiDental.com

Download Chewsi and register with 
referral code LCLB1 to get started.

of the current status of the propos-
al,” he said. He said he was also 
concerned that the proponents had  
“declined” to commit to not seek 
a recreational license in the future. 

The ZBA responded by saucing 
that they have record that notice 
was given to the Flower Exchange 
and to Leggat McCall, and that if 
the proponents choose to seek a 
recreational license, they will have 

to go through the entire process 
again. Sharif also confirmed that 
notices were sent out to the appro-
priate parties. 

The ZBA ultimately decided to 
approve the project with continued 
BPDA design review, and that the 
approval is for this applicant only 
and they will not be able to turn 
medical into recreational without 
coming before the ZBA again. 
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Precision Medicine Initiative, PMI, All of Us, the All of Us logo, and “The Future of Health Begins with You” 

are service marks of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org                                                                                     

617-768-8300 or 617-414-3300                                  

allofus@partners.org or allofus@bmc.org

The future of health 
begins with you
The more researchers know about what makes each of 
us unique, the more tailored our health care can become.       

Join a research effort with one million people nationwide 
to create a healthier future for all of us.

Founding Members of Partners HealthCare

By Lauren Bennett

The Boston Landmarks Com-
mission on Tuesday heard a pro-
posal from Verizon Wireless, 
who is seeking to install over 100 
antennas in and around Fenway 
Park. A representative from Envi-
ronmental Resources Management 
(ERM) said that the proposal is 
to install “90 very small antennas 
within Fenway Park and anoth-
er 14 around the exterior of the 
building.” She said that they would 
have a smooth surface as the pre-
sented surface. There is a need for 
these antennas as service needs to 
be maintained for the large crowd 
that gathers at the venue, as there is 
a “huge curve in demand when all 
those people are in the park at the 
same time,” she said. 

A representative from Verizon 
Wireless said that for the anten-

na that will be mounted on brick, 
there could be a sticker made that 
could match it exactly to the brick. 
The sides of the antennas would 
be painted either red or Fenway 
green, depending on where they 
are mounted. There are also exist-
ing antennas in certain locations 
that will stay, he said. 

The ERM representative said 
that there are several antennas 
temporarily installed in the park 
so they can be viewed by the Red 
Sox, while the Verizon Wireless 
representative said that there are 
different antennas for different car-
riers within the park. He said there 
will be 14 antennas on the exterior 
of the building, but in only seven 
locations as they are paired. He 
said that all proposed locations are 
near existing antennas so connec-
tions to power can easily be made.

“We need a little better represen-
tation of the various conditions,” 

said Commissioner Brad Walker. 
He also suggested that the appli-
cants try to find an alternative to 
the one mounted on historic brick, 
as he wants to protect the brick 
and is “not in favor of a photo of 
brick being mounted on it.” 

“Maybe there’s a nearby loca-
tion that’s not on historic brick,” 
he said. 

The ERM representative sug-
gested that they come up with a list 
of photo locations that will “meet 
your needs,” she told the Commis-
sion. 

Walker suggested that this appli-
cation continue to next month’s 
hearing, which will give the appli-
cants time to develop a list and 
“come back with a little bit better 
visual information about what we 
can expect,” as well as think of a 
new location for the historic brick 
location. 

BLC continues application by 
Verizon for antennas at Fenway Park

planted when it was laid out. In an 
urban setting where you have trees 
and grass and we keep raking up 
all their food, the trees are starv-
ing. If we don’t come up with a 
proactive plan for Franklin Square 
now, every year we will lose more 
and more elm trees until they are 
gone.”

To that end, the Friends have 
employed an arborist, and the City 
has sent out its arborist as well. 
The solution is something the City 
cannot afford to pay for, but per-
haps something the Friends can 
pay for.

She said estimates are that if 
something radical isn’t done over 
a three year period, all of the elms 
would likely be lost in 10 years.

An arborist has suggested a 
program that would cost about 
$60,000 to $75,000 over a three-
year period – and it would carry no 
guarantees.

The arborist would address the 
nutrition in the soil making appli-
cations four times a year for about 

$16,000 per year. They could 
also include at an additional cost 
stem injections and other services, 
which would land the plan on the 
higher end of the estimate.

Crothall and the Friends sug-
gested to BFNA members that mit-
igation money from the Harrison 
Albany Block project be used to 
save the trees.

“It is going to cost a lot to save 
them,” she said. “We are getting 
mitigation funds any day now from 
Harrison Albany Block and we 
wanted to suggest using them for 
this when they come in. We would 
like to put that on the table. If we 
do this, we could extend the life of 
the trees for a very, very long time.”

The City has promised to pro-
vide “reactive” care, meaning that 
if diseased trees are found, they 
would use money from their bud-
get to cut them down.

BFNA Treasurer Matt Mues 
said he was told the three initial 
cut-downs would take place start-
ing at 8:30 a.m. on Friday. He said 

there are some preservationists 
coming to harvest pieces of the old 
trees for use.

•NEEDLE KIOSKS A ‘NO’
The BFNA summarily rejected 

a plan to put a City-owned needle 
kiosk in Franklin Square, where so 
many needles are found by neigh-
bors. The kiosk plan has been 
floated by the City for the last sev-
eral months, with members of the 
South End Forum Opiate Working 
Group putting out a call last month 
for neighborhoods that might be 
interested in hosting a kiosk.

There had been some interest 
from Franklin Square folks ini-
tially, but the larger neighborhood 
was overwhelmingly against the 
idea of kiosks – saying they would 
attract people using needles and 
would only be a band-aid for the 
larger problem.

“I oppose it,” said Jonathan 
Alves. “I think it’s a band-aid solu-
tion to a gaping wound in the City 
of Boston that the governor and 
the mayor have failed to resolve…
We are the ones that will up the 
needles and put them in the kiosk, 
not the users….These kiosks are 
going down the wrong path…We 
can put 100 needle boxes around 
the city and we will be the only 
ones picking them up and we’ll be 
filling that kiosk up until we die.”

•RETURN OF THE HUMAN 
QUADRANT

It’s no science fiction tale, or a 
leviathan from the depths of the 
Atlantic Ocean, but the Human 
Quadrant is real in Blackstone 
Square…and it’s returning.

The Human Quadrant may suf-

fer from bad branding, but it cer-
tainly has served a useful purpose 
over the last year in Blackstone to 
keep one portion of the park free 
from any dog-use activities.

President Toni Crothall said 
they began the Quadrant last 
year, designating the area abutting 
Washington Street as a dog-free 
area so it could be used by humans 
to sunbath, picnic or exercise with-
out worrying about the lingerings 
of dog urine or feces.

Particularly supportive has been 
exercise guru Chad Flahive, who 
has run summer classes on Black-
stone for several years. His classes 
have been more productive and 
safe for attendees since the Quad-
rant came around.

While some thought it absurd 
to need a designated place for 
humans, it was agreed that it was 
a good idea once again.

Signs will be going up soon once 
again.

•LACK OF ELECTIONS 
CHALLENGED

Monday night’s BFNA meeting 
exhibited some rare internal fire-
works within the organization – 
one that typically sticks to straight-
forward, orderly business meet-
ings. However, last year during a 
transition year in the leadership of 
BFNA, the Board forgot to have 
elections in May. So, that meant 
the current Board and its officers 
had not been duly elected.

The solution from the Board 
was to have a confirmation vote 
on Monday, and proceed with new 
elections this coming May.

Not so fast, though, said former 

President Eric Huang.
Huang has been removed from 

the Board for about a year now, and 
he challenged the validity of the cur-
rent Board and called for an election 
rather than a confirmation vote.

In fact, he said he would like to 
be considered a candidate in any 
such election.

“The current make-up of the 
Board is unelected,” he said. 
“Every decision the Board made is 
without authority. We have to have 
an election, which is different than 
a confirmation vote.”

Member David Stone said they 
have worked for the best interests, 
which should be acceptable.

“We represented the neighbor-
hood and we acted in good faith,” 
he said. “We did our job as if we 
were elected to the Board.”

“We need to discuss this,” said 
Huang. “This is not a dictatorship.”

That’s when emotions got hot.
“You are standing alone in this 

fight and your fight is to burn 
down the house around you,” said 
Member Mark Ott. “I’m sorry to 
have to point this out.”

Said Huang, “I don’t even 
understand what that means, but 
I’m coming from a place where I 
have two years of experience as 
president of the neighborhood 
association.”

Mues called on Huang to stop 
the argument.

“Why do you want to argue?” 
he asked. “Everyone is just trying 
to help.”

The vote was then taken, with 
several voting in favor of confirma-
tion and only two voting against.

DID YOU KNOW?
Recycled newspapers 

can be made into 
cereal boxes, egg cartons, pencil 
barrels, grocery bags, tissue paper 
and many other products,
including new newspapers!
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COMPASS IS A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Baracchi, Gregorio Leitner, Charles B     150 Beacon St #3             $6,290,000
Diclemente, Raphaela M Grundfast, David C 295-297 Beacon St #3           $670,000
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC R&D T                377 Commonwealth Ave #1      $50,028
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC 377-1 Commonwealth Ave  377 Commonwealth Ave #1    $826,978
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC R&D T                 377 Commonwealth Ave #2      $50,028
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC 377-2 Commonwealth Ave  377 Commonwealth Ave #2     $867,910
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC R&D T                   377 Commonwealth Ave #3       $50,028
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC 377-4 Commonwealth  377 Commonwealth Ave #4      $339,205
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC R&D T                377 Commonwealth Ave #4     $41,690
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC 377-5 Commonwealth Ave  377 Commonwealth Ave #5        $562,436
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC WSBS LLC 377 Commonwealth Ave #6       $410,000
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC R&D T               377 Commonwealth Ave #7      $637,099
377 Commonwealth Ave LLC 377-8 Commonwealth Ave  377 Commonwealth Ave #8        $364,598 
380 Commonwealth Ave NT  Ostrow, Steven A    380 Commonwealth Ave #1       $4,300,000

BEACON HILL
Howland, Lyle Gaudreay, Russekk A   145 Pinckney St #523      $850,000

SOUTH END/KENMORE/BAY VILLAGE
Hawkins, David          Nahed, Brian 1 Charles St S #14H          $1,837,000
Emma, Phil              Saghir, Tarek     1 Charles St S #310            $1,235,000
Lexicon Government Svcs Young, Morgan 15 Garrison St #1          $725,000
Bernard, Peter J       Dickinson, David G 1 Rollins St #C104              $1,750,000
34A Saint George RT    Sumpter, Kew      1 Saint George St #3A    $340,000
34A Saint George RT       Sumpter, Kew           1 Saint George St #3A         $340,000
Alverson, Lily N Carpenter, Patrick       427 Shawmut Ave #5       $733,000
Towle, Garrick J Powerhaus Of Boston LLC 692 Tremont St #2        $845,000
West Brookline 201 NT    201 West Brookline St 201 W Brookline St #201      $3,990,000
Rapkowicz, Ryan          Heckman, Elizabeth S 202 W Springfield St #3       $630,000
Christopoulos, Nicole     Sevn-Bather, Sebastian 214 W Springfield St #1      $2,000,000
Sheldon, Suzanne Loftin, M Phillips 57 E Concord St #2         $925,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Harris, David        Boulevard Broad St LLC 110 Broad St #301            $2,345,000
Scioletti, Bradley R     MJP NT                 300 Commercial St #802       ß$2,050,000
Scioletti, Bradley R   MJP NT             300 Commercial St #803        $2,050,000
Reverby, Susan K           Holt, Dennis A 65 E India Row #25F     $1,835,000
Abdallah, Emad          Piercey, Mark S        85 E India Row #29D     $795,000
Elias, Elias S           Pasqualetti, Manilo    70 Lincoln St #L210              $515,000
Coldwell, Adam M         Richard S Sullivan RET   170 Tremont St #1801         $1,295,000

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

The masonry design in the last clue is on 722 Commonwealth Avenue 
built in 1911 and designed by Frederick A. Norcross. This address 
is best know as the longtime home of the Dugout Cafe. BU Today 
shared a bit of history, “Some say the Dugout was a speakeasy during 
Prohibition. According to Boston’s Licensing Board, the Dugout’s was 
one of the first liquor licenses issued after the December 1933 repeal of 
the Volstead Act ...” 
The next clue will be found in the South End.
Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

SZETO EARNS 
SECOND ACADEMIC 
HONORS FROM CLARK 
UNIVERSITY

Amy Szeto of the Back Bay has 
been named to second honors on 
the Clark University Dean’s List. 
This selection marks outstanding 
academic achievement during the 
Fall 2018 semester.  To be eligible 
for second honors, students must 
have a grade point average of 3.5 

or higher, of a maximum of 4.3 
(all A+s).  Founded in 1887 in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, Clark 
University is a liberal arts-based 
research university addressing 
natural, social and human imper-
atives from local to global scales. 
Nationally renowned as a college 
that changes lives, Clark is a trans-
formative force in higher education 
today. LEEP (Liberal Education 
and Effective Practice) is Clark’s 
pioneering model of education that 
combines a robust liberal arts cur-

riculum with life-changing world 
and workplace experiences. Clark’s 
faculty and students work across 
boundaries to develop solutions to 
complex challenges in the natural 
sciences, psychology, geography, 
management, urban education, 
Holocaust and genocide studies, 
environmental studies, and inter-
national development and social 
change. The Clark educational 
experience embodies the Universi-
ty’s motto: Challenge Convention. 
Change Our World.

STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS
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SOUTH END STRINGFEST AT MORE THAN WORDS BOOKSTORE

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Equal Opportunity Employers. We fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Robb Cohen · Director
46 Gloucester Street, Boston
www.robbcohen.com
Mobile +1-617-962-0142

Do you know your home's value in this market?  
If you are thinking of selling, please call me.

I offer a fresh & global approach. 

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

String Fest is an annual concert series presented by Celebrity Series Of Boston that has captivated audiences 
in Roxbury and Dorchester since 2015.  Now, the South End joins in the classical concerts with the first-ever 
concert held in the neighborhood on March 23 at More Than Words bookstore at East Berkeley Street.  

Members from the Josiah Quincy Orchestra, the Boston String Academy, and the Soul Yatra Trio gave rous-
ing performances, as well as showing that music and books work well together.

ENSURING 
SAFE TRAVELS
Our officers safeguard more than 2 million passengers 

daily — that’s more than 750 million a year.

U.S. citizenship required. Equal opportunity employer. 
Standard messaging and data rates apply.    

NOW HIRING 
Full- and part-time Transportation Security Officers 
for Boston Logan International Airport (BOS) 
Apply: tsajobs.tsa.dhs.gov 
Text: “BOS” to 95495 
Call: 877-872-7990

Pay starts at

$20.72
PER HOUR 

Pay rates vary 
by location.

FAST TRACK TO HIRE EVENT
MA State Police Troop F Building
2 Service Road, 3rd Floor, East Boston, MA 02128

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
Visit any time between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Completion of all components may take three to five hours.  
Please bring two forms of ID. 

USE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION RECOMMENDED

Careers    Ensuring Safe Travels|

18TSA077_PAD_4c_FastTrack_BOS_6-083x5-5_3-13-19_M.indd   1 3/15/19   8:22 AM

The audience applauds the Boston String Academy performance.

Chloe Hitchcock of the Boston String Academy on first violin.

Sofia Francisco of the Boston String Academy on second violin with the 
youth strings.
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SOUTH END STRINGFEST AT MORE THAN WORDS BOOKSTORE

Every kind of job for 
one kind of person.  

Exceptional.
Encore Boston Harbor is hiring. Explore thousands  

of fulfilling careers. You deserve an Encore. 

In accordance with our host and surrounding community agreements, hiring preference is given to properly qualified residents of 
the cities of (1) Everett, (2) Malden, and (3) Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Medford, and Somerville.

KHJ24907_ENC168 EXCEPTIONAL 6.0832x6.5_MECH.indd   1 2/21/19   6:03 PM

Pictured above, left, the full ensemble of Josiah Quincy Orchestra, Boston String Academy, and the Soul Yatra 
Trio contribute in a performance of the song Stoney Lonesome.
Pictured above, right, conductor Jorge Soto leads the Boston String Academy in a rendering of ‘La Muerte del 
Angel by Astor Piazzolla.’

Above, Sandeep Das, a tabla player, provides a little bit of a magic show 
for the younger audience members up front. Below, Robin Baker, associ-
ate director Of Community Engagement for Celebrity Series Of Boston, 
thanks the audience for attending.

Shaw Pong Liu introduces the audience to the erhu, or Chinese violin.

THIS NEWSPAPER IS 100% ORGANIC
P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E
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LOOKING BACK 
AT BOSTON
COURTESY OF THE SOUTH END 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

511 Columbus. This week’s featured image is of 511 Columbus Ave. (at 
the corner of Greenwich Park). It was built in 1872 by architect Thomas 
W. Silloway for Dr. Orren S. Sanders, a homeopathic physician. Built 
in the Gothic style, the home is a unique building in the South End. 
Installed at the corner is a granite lion, which was sculpted by Giovanni 
Bettelini. It is known as the South End Lion.
The South End Historical Society was formed in the 1966 and continues 
to advocate for the preservation and history in the neighborhood. The 
organization is located on Chester Square and holds many treasures of 
the South End’s distant and near past.

Staff Report 

Historic Hotels of America is 
proud to announce that the Fair-
mont Copley Plaza (1912) in 
the Back Bay has been selected 
as the 2019 Historic Hotel of the 
Year. This prestigious award is 
given annually to a historic hotel 
that best celebrates its history in 
the guest experience and provides 
exceptional customer hospitality 
and service.

To honor the 2019 Historic 
Hotel of the Year, the Fairmont 
Copley Plaza has been given the 
coveted placement as the featured 
hotel in the inside front cover of 
the 2019 Historic Hotels Annual 
Directory. The Fairmont Copley 
Plaza hotel was one of the origi-
nal charter members of Historic 
Hotels of America when it was 
founded in 1989 by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation.

The Fairmont Copley Plaza 
has been a landmark in Boston’s 
historic Back Bay since 1912. 
Constructed on the original site 
of Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, 
the hotel derives its name from the 

great American painter John Sin-
gleton Copley (1738-1774). The 
photograph featured on the inside 
front cover of the 2019 Historic 
Hotels of America Annual Directo-
ry shows the gilded, coffered ceil-
ings decorated with trompe l’oeil 
paintings soaring over the grand, 
5,000-square-foot lobby. Through-
out the hotel there are period 
antiques, with particular detailing 
that reinforces Fairmont Copley 
Plaza’s distinctive, refined char-
acter. Historian and author, Stan-
ley Turkel, states “The Fairmont 
Copley Plaza is known for these 
industry firsts: the first completely 
air conditioned hotel in Boston, 
the first hotel with an international 
reservation system, and the first to 
accept credit cards.”

The hotel’s architect, Henry 
Janeway Hardenbergh, combined 
French and Venetian Renaissance 
influences on the building’s facade. 
Since he also designed The Plaza 
Hotel in New York, also a Fair-
mont Managed Hotel, he used 
many of the same plans for the 
two buildings. Both hotels share 
the famous double “P” mono-
gram featured along the buildings’ 

exteriors, in the ballrooms and on 
doorknobs throughout the hotels. 
Hardenbergh was also the archi-
tect for The Martinique in New 
York City and The Willard Inter-
Continental Hotel in Washington, 
DC. All three have been inducted 
into Historic Hotels of America.

 “As a hotel that embraces its 
rich history every day, it is an honor 
for Fairmont Copley Plaza to be 
awarded this prestigious acco-
lade,” said George Terpilowski, 
Regional Vice President, Northeast 
U.S. Region for Accor, and General 
Manager, Fairmont Copley Plaza. 
“We are proud that today’s mod-
ern traveler has an experience here 
very similar to visitors in 1912, 
and look forward to remaining the 
epitome of style and luxury in the 
city of Boston for many years to 
come.”

Nearly every U.S. president since 
William Taft has stayed at Fair-
mont Copley Plaza. Many foreign 
dignitaries, royalty and countless 
celebrities including Lena Horne, 
Dorothy Lewis, Rudy Valle, Frank 
Sinatra, the Prince of Wales, Tony 
Bennett and Luciano Pavarotti 
have also graced this Boston hotel.

Fairmont Copley Plaza named the 
2019 Historic Hotel of the Year

By Dan Murphy

The design team unveiled dras-
tically reconfigured plans for a 
mixed-use complex proposed for 
Massachusetts Transportation 
Department (MassDOT) air-rights 
Parcel 12, including a public plaza, 
during a Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee meeting on the project Tues-
day at St. Cecilia’s Parish.

“The architecture needs to be 
spectacular because the visibility 
of this piece of real estate from all 
four directions is critical,” Steve 
Samuels, chairman and principal 

of the Boston-based development 
firm Samuels & Associates, said 
of the site located at the intersec-
tion of Massachusetts Avenue and 
Boylston and Newbury streets in 
the Back Bay.

The project would consist of a 
292-foot office building and a 154-
foot hotel or residential building, 
with up to 150 on-site parking 
spaces. As opposed to the earli-
er design, the center of the build-
ing massing has been removed to 
accommodate new public space 
while the office building has been 
raised by the four stories, or 55 

feet, to account for the decrease in 
square footage.

David Manfredi, CEO and 
founding principal of Boston’s 
Elkus Manfredi Architects, said 
the new deign would create 16,500 
of civic space on the first floor, 
and a staircase would ascend 20 
feet from there to a 12,500 public 
park, which would create “kind of 
a viewing platform” on the edge of 
Massachusetts Avenue.

The design of the hotel or res-
idential building would be made 
more curved to create a narrower 
profile when viewed from New-

bury Street while both buildings 
would come down to the ground 
as opposed to the earlier design, 
Manfredi said.

David Bohn, transportation 
consultant, said the crosswalk at 
Massachusetts Avenue would be 
scaled back from 70 feet to 30 feet 
to create more room for addition 
uses.

On the Massachusetts Avenue 
side, Bohn said a one-way, 6-foot 
cycle track would head towards 
Boylston Street while the proposed 
vehicle pick-up and drop-off areas 
and the bus stop be switched to 

allow more room for buses.
On the Boylston Street side, 

Bohn said a cycle track or bike lane 
would be created while a police 
officer would be posted on detail 
to direct traffic in the area.

The revised project was met 
enthusiastically by both CAC 
members and citizens in atten-
dance at the meeting.

“I haven’t seen anything as 
transformative in this neighbor-
hood ever,” CAC member Meg 
Mainzer-Cohen said. “I think this 
is a really magnificent addition.”

Design team unveils overhauled proposal for Parcel 12
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No purchase necessary to enter. Must be 18 or older to enter. Limit one entry per person. *Branch prize is one baseball themed gift basket. One 
branch prize will be given away at each of our 38 branches. The branch prize winner will be drawn on 4/5/19. **Grand prize is 4 Red Sox tickets to 
Fenway Park. One grand prize will be given away branch-wide. Game dates and times TBD. The grand prize winner will be drawn on 4/12/19. The 
value of the prizes may be reported on Form 1099-MISC. Our employees and members of their household are not eligible to win prizes. Red Sox 
and Fenway Park are not participants in this drawing.        
 Member FDIC. Member DIF.

4 tickets to see
Boston’s favorite

baseball team play
at Fenway

Boston’s favorite
baseball team

gift basket

or

WE’RE CELEBRATING 
SIMPLY FREE CHECKING

ENTER FOR YOUR
CHANCE TO WIN!

___ Now - April 5th ___

BRANCH PRIZE * GRAND PRIZE **

800.657.3272
EBSB.com

The Boston Fire Department and the City of Boston honored and 
remembered the lives of Lt. Ed Walsh and FF. Michael Kennedy, who 
were tragically killed in the line of duty five years ago on March 25 
while working at a nine-alarm fire at 298 Beacon St. Residents, firefight-
ers and others were invited to pause and remember these two firefighters 
who gave their lives. A short ceremony was held at the Boylston Street 
Station on Monday.

REMEMBERING FIVE YEARS AGO

Staff Report

Police have arrested two men 
for allegedly shooting off a fire-
arm outside the Prudential Center 
early Sunday morning, and in fact 
shooting through a window on the 
11th floor of 888 Boylston St.

At about 2:06 a.m., on Sunday, 
March 24, officers assigned to 
District D-4 (South End) respond-
ed to a radio call for shots fired 
in the area of 867 Boylston St. in 
the Back Bay. On arrival, officers 
were provided a description of two 
suspects, as well as the vehicle they 
were operating.  

A search of the area led officers 
to locate a motor vehicle matching 
the description of the one which 
the suspects were believed to have 
been operating. Upon interacting 
with the operator and the passen-
ger, officers removed both individ-

uals from the vehicle and located 
a 9mm Ruger firearm inside of a 
bag underneath the passenger’s 
seat. Both occupants were placed 
under arrest. Upon further investi-
gation, detectives were directed to 
the building located at 888 Boyl-
ston St. where they located ballis-
tic damage to one of the windows, 
reportedly on the 11th floor of the 
building.

Officers arrested the opera-
tor, Mario Escobar, 28, of Rox-
bury and the passenger, Carlos 
Perez-Mejia, 25, of Jamaica Plain. 
Both are expected to be charged 
in Boston Municipal Court on 
charges of Unlawful Possession of 
a Firearm, Unlawful Possession of 
Ammunition, Carrying a Loaded 
Firearm on a Public Way, Mali-
cious Destruction of Property, and 
Discharging a Firearm within 500 
feet of a Dwelling.

Police make arrests in shots 
fired call at Prudential Center

By Seth Daniel

The Boston Water and Sewer 
Commission (BWSC) announced 
two major South End water main 
replacement project for Massachu-
setts Avenue and Blagdon/Worces-
ter Street this coming work season 
– which begins on April 1.

Irene McSweeney, BWSC direc-
tor of construction, appeared at 
the South End Forum on Tuesday 
night to give Moderator Steve Fox 
and the rest of the crowd a peek 
into the disruptions that would hit 
the neighborhood for the coming 
months.

First, a major water main project 
is scheduled to start by D’Allesan-
dro Corporation on Massachu-
setts Avenue April 1, a project that 
includes Albany Street and others 
as well. However, the bulk of the 
work will be on the inbound side 
of Massachusettts Avenue from 
Albany Street to Tremont Street.

“This is a new project that 
D’Allesandro is doing,” she said. 
“It’s not the same one they did last 
year on Albany Street, although it 
does start on Albany Street.”

McSweeney said they work will 
start on Albany Street near the 
Boston Medical Center Emergen-
cy Room, and will turn the corner 
onto Massachusetts Avenue. That 
work will be done at night until 
they get to Harrison Avenue.

“When they get past Harrison, 
that is a more residential area so 
they will be working from 9 a.m. 

to 3:30 p.m.. When they get to 
Chester Square, they’ll work 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The contractor may be 
coming to you a little earlier in the 
morning to coordinate bypass con-
nections.”

The most challenging part of the 
work for residents is losing park-
ing spots, lane closures and water 
shut-offs to install the bypasses.

She said when they move into a 
new work zone, they will install a 
bypass and that will require about 
one day without water while they 
make the connections. Shutdowns 
last six hours on the average.

The work will last through the 
end of the year, and it will also 
include work on Northampton 
Street from Washington to Harri-
son Avenue, and also from Albany 
to Fellows Street. 

Interestingly enough, further up 
Harrison Avenue, the contract will 
also be replacing 710 feet of water 
main between East Canton and 
Wareham Street – an area prone to 
water breaks in the past.

The East Newton Street por-
tion of the contract is held up due 
to construction on the IC Church/
Cosmopolitan project. McSwee-
ney said jersey barriers used on the 
street are blocking access to the 
water main. They will return to 
complete that part of the job when 
the barriers are gone.

•A second major project is a 
continuation of a 2018 project 
done by Umbro on Shawmut and 

Major water projects on 
board for Mass. Ave. this season

Clarendon. Last year, crews fin-
ished work on Shawmut between 
West Brookline and Massachusetts 
Avenue. They also finished water 
main/drainage work on Claren-
don Street from Stuart to Stanhope 
Streets.

This year, Umbro is returning to 
finish out the work.

They will once again be on 
Worcester Street where they will 
attempt to complete water main 
work between Tremont and Shaw-
mut. That is pending completion 
of work by National Grid. Last 
year, the lockout by National Grid 
help up a good deal of the work on 
Worcester Street.

Water main work will also begin 
on April 1 at Blagden Street as part 
of the contract.
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Saturday, April 6     
1:00-4:00 p.m.

Join us for a peek into some of the  
creative kitchens of Beacon Hill. 

�reative     Kitchens
                   To u r�2 0 1 9

Beacon Hill Village presents

TICKETS

$50 in advance  Available online:   
www.beaconhillvillage.org or by calling BHV at 617.723.9713

$60 day of tour  Available beginning at 12:30 pm:  
Hampshire House, 84 Beacon Street  

Hingham Institution for Savings, 80 Charles Street

MC/Visa accepted
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The Museum of Fine Arts, Bos-
ton (MFA), celebrates the return 
of spring with Art in Bloom, Sat-
urday, April 27 to Monday, April 
29. For more than 40 years, the 
festival has paired art from across 
the MFA’s collection with floral 
interpretations created by 50 New 
England-area garden clubs includ-
ing the Back Bay Garden Club. 

Each garden club team has been 
assigned one art object which they 
will interpret with a floral arrange-
ment to be displayed next to the 
art.  Different arrangements will 
be on display throughout the 
Museum by 50 garden clubs from 
across New England.  Arrang-
ers were introduced to their art 
objects, which could be a paint-
ing, sculpture, piece of furniture or 
musical instrument, in February, 
and have carefully planned their 
floral interpretation, often based 
on color, shape and style.

Throughout the weekend, 
visitors can share their best flo-
ral photos on social media with 
#mfaInBloom. Art in Bloom 
launches with an Evening Preview 
of freshly installed arrangements 
on Friday, April 26 from 3–10 
p.m. Daily events include tours 
of arrangements throughout the 
galleries; floral-arranging demon-
strations for the home; snacks and 

lunch in the Art in Bloom Café 
among European masterpieces; 
and outdoor walking tours of the 
MFA’s campus and beyond. A 
Community Day with children’s 
activities takes place on Sunday, 
April 28. Special Guided Group 
Tours are available beginning 
Friday evening, and freeIkebana 
(Japanese floral arranging) demon-
strations occur on Saturday from 
3 to 4 p.m. This year’s featured 
speaker is Remco Van Vliet, cele-
brated Dutch florist and creative 
director of Van Vliet & Trap Event 
Design NYC. Van Vliet will host 
two master classes and one lecture 
demonstration in floral arranging 
during Art in Bloom.Art in Bloom 
is sponsored by Wilmington Trust. 
Supporting Sponsors are Fitch Law 
Partners and Fox Hill Village. Art 
in Bloom Community Day is spon-
sored by Arbella Insurance Foun-
dation.

Art in Bloom is included with-
in Museum admission—$25 for 
adults and $23 for seniors and stu-
dents age 18 and older. Admission 
is free for children 17 and under. 
Art in Bloom is presented by the 
MFA Associates, a group of dedi-
cated volunteers who lead gallery 
tours and create the Museum’s 
flower arrangements throughout 
the year.

Shown are Head Arranger, Donna C Morrissey on the left with Assistant 
Arranger, Gudrun Seward on the right representing the Garden Club of 
Back Bay.

Art in Bloom returns 
to MFA on April 27

Photo is of Boston Ward 5 Democratic Committee members with State Sen. Joe Boncore and State Rep. Jon 
Santiago at the Committee’s March meeting.  Sen. Boncore and Rep. Santiago spoke to the Committee about 
their policy agendas for the upcoming legislative session.    

SEN. BONCORE AND REP. SANTIAGO ADDRESSED THE 
BOSTON WARD 5 DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

FIND US ONLINE AT
WWW.THEBOSTONSUN.COM
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By Seth Daniel

Officials from the state said this 
week that the new Shattuck Hospi-
tal would have inpatient and out-
patient services, and that it is now 
scheduled to open at 85 E. New-
ton St. in 2022 – about a year later 
than originally expected.

“The predicted move now from 
Jamaica Plain is closer to 2022,” 
said Health and Human Under-

secretary Lauren Peters, speaking 
during a meeting of the Blackstone 
Franklin Neighborhood Associa-
tion (BFNA) Monday.

Peters and Department of Public 
Heath (DPD) Assistant Commis-
sioner Frank Doyle both appeared 
at BFNA to give an update on the 
project for the first time this year.

One of the newer twists is that 
they do expect to not only bring 
260 inpatient beds to the South 
End, but also they plan to bring 
some outpatient services as well. 
However, 60 percent of the out-
patient services would be with the 
Department of Corrections (DOC), 
which would bring patients in by 
van with guards.

“They will be in chains,” said 
Doyle, noting about 25 trips per day.

Peters said a lot of the out-
patient services are meant to be 
phased out in total via telemedi-
cine appointments – where doctors 
and patients could interact online 
without having to make a trip to 
the facility.

Another part of that twist will 
be the fact that Shattuck intends to 
continue robust conversations with 

Boston Medical Center and other 
providers in the area to make sure 
services aren’t duplicated.

Many of the services provided in 
the far-flung and isolated Shattuck 
site right now may already be pro-
vided in the service-heavy hospital 
district where they are moving.

“We are now going to be in the 
center of an urban, academic med-
ical center,” said Peters.

BFNA President Toni Crothall 
inquired about whether patients 
would have privileges to leave the 
Shattuck, potentially exposing 
them to the ills of Mass/Cass and 
the opiate epicenter.

Doyle said many of the patients 
are in lockdown, others are 
allowed to go outside, but only 
with an escort. Meanwhile, about 
25 percent of those granted leave 
would be able to go onto the street 
without an escort.

“That’s pretty much the same 
as for any other hospital,” said 
Peters. “Patients can leave.”

Peters said they are in the mid-
dle of a planning process for both 
the South End move and what to 
do on the remaining JP site, which 

by law has to be used for a public 
health concern. One of the trade-
offs, she said, was written into the 
RFP for the planning process in 
that it was suggested the South End 
would be relieved of some of the 
burdens of services that now exist.

“We explicitly called out for the 
need to say that certain parts of the 
city are disproportionately impact-
ed by health and human services,” 
said Peters. “That meant the South 
End. We recognized that from the 
start…They shouldn’t all be in one 
part of the city. They should be 
spread around the city.”

Another message delivered 
numerous times was that they 
want to be a good neighbor to the 
South End. 

However, for many, it seemed 
like that had come too late 
because the announcement of the 
move came out of the blue about 
14 months ago – and neighbors 
learned only hours before the press.

“I think saying it’s a collabo-
rative process is disingenuous,” 
she said. “The time to collaborate 
with that process would have been 
before you bought the building.”

Fernando Requena, former 
president of Worcester Square, also 
appeared and said his peace. He 
said when BMC consolidated, the 
idea was not to bring new hospital 
services there.

“I was hoping someone else 
would buy that building and not 
you,” he said. “Now we have 
another set of hospital beds and 
another set of patients…The City 
promised us they wouldn’t do that 
and then you come in. It’s really 
very, very annoying.”

South End Forum Moderator 
Steve Fox attended the meeting, 
and particularly because he is a 
member of the Community Advi-
sory Committee for the Shattuck 
move. He said the full intention is 
for the South End to shed some of 
its services in order to accommo-
date the Shattuck move.

“We have commented to Secre-
tary Sudders that, ‘You’re not going 
to dump on us,’” he said. “She has 
committed not to do that.”

Peters and Doyle committed to 
coming back to BFNA and other 
neighborhood associations for 
updates.

By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Education held a hearing on 
March 26 regarding school safe-
ty and security measures. Several 
issues were discussed at length, 
including an overview of Boston 
Public Schools safety services, how 
the Boston School Police operates, 
and discussion of what the emer-
gency management team does.

“As a former teacher and now 
as a parent of four Boston Public 
Schools students, school safety 
has always been at the top of my 
mind,” said Councilor Annissa 
Essaibi-George. “A safe communi-
ty must exist inside and outside of 
a school building.”

An issue that’s been especially 
prevalent in the South End com-
munity recently is the number of 
needles found in and around the 
Orchard Gardens K-8 school. John 
Hanlon, Chief Operating Officer 
for Boston Public Schools, said 
that to the best of his knowledge, 
there was one incident each at the 
Orchard Gardens and the Quincy 
Elementary school. Essaibi-George 
said that she knows of two others 
at the Mason Elementary School 
and the Russell Elementary School. 
“I think that it’s really important 
that we have better data,” she said. 

“We take this matter in partic-
ular extremely seriously,” Hanlon 
said, adding that they work very 
closely with the police department 
and the Boston Public Health 

Commission “doing everything 
we can to keep children and staff 
as safe as possible.” He said that 
needle disposal kiosks have been 
installed at the Orchard Gardens 
and Mason schools to ensure that 
needles are properly disposed of. 

Several members from Orchard 
Gardens United, a group of stu-
dents, parents, educators, and 
community members who work 
to better the lives of children at the 
Orchard Gardens School, testified 
about how their quality of life is 
affected by this issue. 

Suzie McGlone, a teacher at 
Orchard Gardens, said they have 
asked for a fence, a comprehensive 
cleanup of the school grounds, and 
more sharps units on and more fre-
quent sweeps. “Some of it doesn’t 
seem like enough,” she said. She 
said that having Orchard Gardens 
custodians “going out and doing 
extra work takes them away from 
the work at our school”—they 
should not be taking on extra 
work of the city, she said.  

She said that they need to 
expand mental health services for 
students affected by the crisis at 
Orchard Gardens, as she walks to 
work every day and sees prostitu-
tion and drug use “on a regular 
basis,” she said, and many students 
see the same things on their way to 
school. “I can’t imagine being a 
young student at our school and 
what that does.” 

McGlone said that they are 
going to look into getting a study 

grant for mental health services, as 
well as more creative solutions to 
help students. “We are asking for 
the City Council to consider more 
support for us for mental health 
services,” she said. 

Jada Ricard, an Orchard Gar-
dens fifth grader, also testified about 
how scared she is to play outside 
and of the things she sees outside 
her school. “Me and my friends 
cant even play in the field next to 
the school because it’s unsafe,” she 
said. “We are afraid that we might 
get pricked by a needle.” 

Ricard also testified at the recent 
opioid epidemic town hall hosted 
by Rep. Santiago, where she asked 
what was going to be done for 
her and her friends, but “all they 
talked about was the services they 
were going to provide for the drug 
addicts,” she said. “No one has 
answered any of my questions and 
I’m tired. So now it’s time for me to 
demand a few things. I’m demand-
ing that you keep us safe. I’m 
demanding that you hire someone 
to clean our school grounds daily. I 
am demanding that there is police 
at the school in the morning and 
afternoon.”

Ricard’s mother also testified, 
saying that the fear instilled in her 
child by her environment made her 
decide to get involved. She said 
that there needs to be someone 
“legally bound” to clean the play-
ground structure, as it is contami-
nated with urine and fecal matter, 
and needles are hidden under the 

mulch. “We are doing our own 
steps and finding several needles 
every day,” she said. “We under-
stand that this is a big and broad 
issue but the kids didn’t ask for it 
and it’s not fair to them.”

Another Orchard Gardens stu-
dent who walks with her little 
brother to school every morning 
said she was scared to go to school 
once she heard about the student 
who got pricked with a needle. “I 
can’t even go outside in my own 
backyard and throw away the 
trash,” she said, and said she has 
to stay in the house with the doors 
locked because she fears what the 
people lurking around her home 
will do to her. She said her school 
should be taking care of these 
things so she does not have to see 
or deal with them. 

A great-grandmother of a 9 year 
old at Orchard Gardens said that 
gunfire during the daytime near the 
Orchard Gardens School is “prev-
alent,” and that schools should be 
notified of something like this. She 
said she also thinks children should 
be told by a professional about 
what is going on in their commu-
nity with all of the drug activity so 
they can have a better understand-
ing of why people look the way 
they do. 

BPS Chief of Staff Rob Consalvo 
said that “each and everything that 
was requested by Orchard Gar-
dens is something that the district 
is prepared to do.” He said that 
they are in the process of install-

ing an 8-foot high decorative cast-
iron fence that would replace the 
current length of fence on Melnea 
Cass Boulevard. “That project is 
out to bid,” he said, and they have 
to follow public procurement law 
and go through all the necessary 
steps to have it properly approved 
and installed.

“Our custodial team does an 
amazing job,” Consalvo said, add-
ing that the maintenance of the 
grounds are a part of their respon-
sibility whether or not there are 
needles. He said there are three reg-
ular sweeps that have been estab-
lished: 7 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 1:30 
p.m. before school is dismissed. 
He said these sweeps are logged in 
the principal’s office with what has 
been found.

He also said there is a city-
wide grounds crew that handles 
custodial issues at schools city-
wide. That crew has been going 
to Orchard Gardens every Mon-
day morning since December to 
help sweep from the preceding 
weekend. Lighting at the school 
has also been improved, Consalvo 
said, along with the installation of 
power washing equipment to clean 
the playground. 

This is an ongoing conversation 
with the community, and Essaibi-
George said, “I think it’s very clear 
that multiple partners need to be 
involved in this work,” including 
community members, the police 
department, behavioral health sup-
port, and families. 

City Council holds hearing on school safety, Orchard Gardens community speaks out

Neighbors in Blackstone have concerns on Shattuck Hospital move

Health and Human Services 
Undersecretary Lauren Peters and 
DPH Assistant Commissioner 
Frank Doyle appeared at the 
Blackstone Franklin Neighborhood 
Association on Monday to talk 
about the updates in the Shattuck 
Hospital relocation plan.
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ESPLANADE 
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 
MEETING

The Esplanade Association 
will be holding their annual 
meeting on Tuesday, April 2 
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. at the Bos-
ton Park Plaza. Join us for an 
update on our work to pro-
gram, enhance, revitalize, and 
maintain the Charles River 
Esplanade.With remarks by 
Miguel Rosales. Miguel is pres-
ident and principal designer of 

Rosales + Partners, a transpor-
tation architecture and bridge 
design firm based in Boston. 
He is an architect specialized 
in bridge aesthetics and design, 
with more than 30 years of 
experience in urban design 
and bridge architecture. Some 
examples of these bridges 
include: Phyllis J. Tilley Memo-
rial Bridge, Christina and John 
Markey Memorial Pedestrian 
Bridge, and Liberty Bridge at 
Falls Park on the Reedy River. 
He will be speaking on: The 

Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low and Frances Elizabeth 
Appleton Bridges: A Perfect 
Match. 

OFFICER PAGAN 
PASSES ON GLBT 
LIAISON POST

Officer Javier Pagan has been 
the GLBT Liaison on the Boston 
Police Department for 18 years 
now, and he recently reported to 
the East Berkeley Neighborhood 
Association (EBNA) – where he 

is also the Community Resource 
Officer – that he would be retiring 
from the liaison post.

He will continue to be the CSO 
and continue with his police officer 
roles.

Pagan said they would be 
appointing Deputy Rich Dahill as 
the new laison.

BACK BAY 
HAPPENINGS 

•Spring Fun Party! Come cel-
ebrate spring with the Friends of 
the Clarendon Street Playground. 

Join us for an egg hunt, coffee and 
donuts and a visit from the Easter 
Bunny. The fun all takes place on 
Sunday, April 13, at 11 a.m. in the 
Clarendon Street Playground. Vol-
unteers are needed to hide eggs at 9 
a.m. To help with the event, please 
call (617) 247-3961 or email play-
ground@nabbonline.com.

•Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
Lighting: Dark stretches of Com-
monwealth Avenue Mall will 
stay bright year round, thanks 

For  RecordFor  Record
From the March 26 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, City Hall:
•5 Worcester Square, South End. Applicant: Rick Ames

Purpose: Interior and exterior renovations. Converting a Single Family Dwelling to a 
Three-Family Dwelling. Reconfigure rooms to accommodate new layout, update electrical and 

mechanical install new sprinkler system in all new Units.  Install new kitchens and bathrooms 
according to plans. install new HVAC Systems, insulation, blue board, plaster and paint as per 
contract.

•591 Albany St., South End. Applicant: Liberty Compassion, Inc. By Vincent Giordano
Purpose: Change of Occupancy from Warehouse to Medical Use Cannabis Establishment 

(Dispensary).
•34hf Beacon St., Back Bay.  Applicant: Nilak Sharma
Purpose: Unit 8S - 8th & 9th floor: Full renovation to include an extension of living space by 

extending new addition to existing penthouse on 9th floor, construct new roof deck, re-configure 
bathroom layouts, interior partition walls, new drywall and plaster where necessary, new mill-
work, cabinetry, doors and trim throughout, new electrical as needed and plumbing fixtures, fire 
sprinkler modification, flooring throughout, millwork per plans.

•226-228 Newbury St., Back Bay. Applicant: Pranzini Inc.
Purpose: Build an addition, move kitchen to newly created space. Expand Dining to newly 

created space. No contractor on job at this time, the job is still out for bid. Restaurant fit out is 
on this permit. Construction work done by building owner on a separate issued alt.

•67-69 Church St., Bay Village. Applicant: TJRE Investments, LLC
Purpose: Change of use from a Restaurant to a Restaurant and 5 Residential Units. Adding 3 

floors to existing 2 story building.
•210-214 Newbury St., Back Bay.  Applicant: Babson United Inc.
Purpose: Lululemon replacing existing retailer and adding a cafe on the second floor.
•248 Newbury St., Back Bay. Applicant: 248 Newbury Street LLC, by Sidney Handler
Purpose: Outdoor seating to be used with the proposed cafe.
•248 Newbury St., Back Bay. Applicant: 248 Newbury Street LLC, by Sidney Handler
Purpose: Change Occupancy from Retail, Offices, Commercial Space, 10 Lodgers, & Painting 

Studio w/accessory Café to Retail, Offices, Commercial Space, 10 Lodgers & Café with seating 
and take out.. Work to include minor electrical and plumbing, paint and knee walls. No fire 
alarm or sprinkler work.

From the March 26 Licensed Premise Violations hearing, City Hall:
•MET CLUB MANAGER LLC , D/B/A: STEPHANIE’S ON NEWBURY, 188-190  

NEWBURY St., Back Bay.
Date Notice/Violation: 1/06/2019 Assault and battery patron on employee.

From the March 27 License Board meeting, City Hall, 10 a.m.:
•BACCO’S WINE & CHEESE, INC. D/B/A:  BACCO’S WINE & CHEESE 
31 SAINT JAMES Ave., Back Bay. Holder of a Retail Package Store Wines & Malt Beverages 

License has petitioned to change the license category   From: Retail Package Store Wines & Malt 
License   To: Retail Package Store All Alcoholic Beverages License.

From the March 28 Non-hearing Common Victualler License hearing, City Hall, 10 a.m.:
•The Following have applied for a One Day Amendment:
550 Tremont LLC, d/b/a B&G Oysters, 550 Tremont St., South End have applied for a one 

day amendment for an extension of license to cover street abutting B&G Oysters. Alcohol (beer 
& wine) will be served in the closed street & sidewalk boarded by bike rack style barricades for 
a Block party on Sunday May 5, 2019 between the hours of 12:00 PM-5:00PM.

From the March 28 Public Improvement Commission meeting, City Hall, 10 a.m.:
•On a petition by Crown Castle Fiber for a Grant of Location with lead company status and 

no participants to install new telecommunication conduit with City shadow within the following 
public ways in Boston Proper:

Columbus Avenue – generally between Massachusetts Avenue and West Canton Street.
Claremont Park – between Columbus Avenue and Claremont Street.

•115 Newbury Street, Clarendon Street, Public Alley no. 435; Boston Proper – Grant 
of Location – On a petition by TC Systems Inc.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION HEARING 
A March 28 Order for a 3 p.m. hearing regarding student transportation to Boston Public 

Schools. This matter is sponsored by Councilor Lydia Edwards and was referred to the 
Committee on Education on Jan. 9.

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS:
An April 1 hearing at 1 p.m. regarding appropriations to cover the FY19 costs of the collective 

bargaining agreement between the City of Boston and the Boston Public Library Professional 
Staff Association (PSA). The Chair of the Committee is Councilor Ciommo. The sponsor of the 
dockets is the Mayor.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION:
Order for an April 1 hearing at 4 p.m. regarding the implementation of a policy requiring all 

Boston Public Schools to have a full time nurse and social-emotional support specialist. The chair 
and sponsor is Councilor Essaibi-George.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION:
Order for an April 2 hearing at 5 p.m. regarding independent education plans (IEPs) in the 

Boston Public Schools. This matter is sponsored by Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George and was 
referred to the Committee on Education on Jan. 16.

From the April 2 South End Landmarks Commission meeting, City Hall, 5:30 p.m.:
DESIGN REVIEW
•565 Columbus Ave. #3 Proposed Work: At commercial storefront replace existing awnings 

and hanging signage.
•1771 Washington St. Proposed Work: At front façade storefront, install 3 awnings.
•534-536 Columbus Ave. Proposed Work: At front façade replace front door, commercial 

door, restore metal bays that were damaged in a fire.
•2 Haven St. Proposed Work: At front façade replace front door, side lights and transom.
•194-200 Shawmut Ave. Proposed Work: Install fencing and dumpster enclosure.
•70 West Rutland Sq. #1 Proposed Work: Replace steel door with a wood mahogany panel 

door.
•571 Tremont St. Proposed Work: At side façade install new operable window in existing 

masonry opening.
•171 West Brookline St. Proposed Work: At front façade, restore (missing) front stoop, gar-

den curb wall, side stoop, front door, front entrance hood, front yard fence. Replace all historic 
windows.

•211 West Springfield St. Proposed Work: At mansard level, replace all casement windows 
(front and back of property) with three, 2 over 2, wood windows, reframe and replace shingles 
with slate and clapboard, remove sliding door and replace with new oriel. Replace non-historic 
front fence with new fence 

•213 West Springfield St. Proposed Work: At mansard level (front and back of property), 
replace casement windows with three (on front and back) 2 over 2, wood windows, reframe front 
roof, replace oriel, replace front garden fence.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEWS: 22 Braddock Park, 17 Casenove Street, 12 Columbus Square, 
534-536 Columbus Ave., 14 Dartmouth St., 16 Dartmouth St., 2 Haven St., 4 Lawrence St., 484 
Massachusetts Ave., 27 Milford St., 44 Rutland Sq., 54-102 West Newton St., 62, 64, 79 Rutland 
St., 3 Union Park #5, 171 West Brookline St., 185 West Brookline St., 211 West Springfield ST., 
213 West Springfield St., 2 Worcester Sq. #5.

COMMUNITY MEETING FOR PROPOSED BACK BAY MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENT:
There will be a community outreach meeting for a proposed marijuana establishment on 

April 8 at 6:30 p.m. The Proposed Marijuana Establishment is anticipated to be located 
at 829 Boylston St. (next door to the Apple Store).

News Briefs (from pg. 3)

(News Briefs Pg. 15)
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SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454
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PLAY WITH FIRE
On Friday, March 22, at about 

3:10 a.m., police conducted a traf-
fic stop at the intersection of Exeter 
Street and Huntington Avenue in 
the Back Bay.

At this time, officers traveling 
northbound on Massachusetts Ave-
nue had pulled over to the side of the 
row to allow two Boston firetrucks 
to pass them when they observed a 
grey Toyota Corolla trying to pass 
the police car and blocking the 
firetrucks’ path in the process. 

After police activated the lights 
of their vehicle in an effort to 
pull over the suspect’s vehicle, it 
stopped briefly in the middle of 
Massachusetts Avenue before tak-
ing a right on St. Botolph Street. 

Police then followed the vehicle 
from a distance as it traveled down 
St. Botolph Street at a high rate 
of speed before taking a left-hand 
turn at West Newton Street and 
failing to yield for a stop sign at St. 
Botolph and Cumberland streets.

The suspect’s vehicle was then 
seen taking a left turn onto West 
Newton Street before taking a right 
on Huntington Avenue and traveling 
down it at a high rate of speed. After 
speeding through a stop sign at Hun-
tington Avenue and Stuart Street, the 
vehicle turned north on Dartmouth 
Street and left onto Huntington Ave-
nue before finally coming to a stop 
at the corner of Huntington Avenue 
and Exeter Street.

When officers exited their car in 
an attempt to make contact with 
the suspect, he jumped out of vehi-
cle with his hands in the air and 
said: “You don’t know what I’ve 
been through.”

Police then drew their pistols and 
ordered the suspect to get on the 
ground. When the suspect failed to 
comply with their instructions, they 
holstered their guns and attempted 
to restrain the suspect’s hands.

“I’m not going down like this,” 
the suspect exclaimed. “You 
guys don’t know what I’ve been 
through.”

Police attempted to pacify the 
suspect by talking calmly to him, 
which only managed to agitate him 
to the point where while struggling 
with officers, he pleaded for them 
to shoot him.

After a lengthy struggle, the sus-
pect was placed under arrest for 
refusing to submit to a police officer.

 An officer sustained a back inju-
ry during the altercation and was 
transported by ambulance to Tufts 
Medical Center for treatment.

RESTROOM ROGUES 
On Friday, March 22, at approx-

imately 5:07 p.m., police respond-
ed to a radio call for an assault at 
Au Bon Pain at 100 Huntington 
Ave. 

On arrival, the officer met with 
the café manager, who said a vic-
tim was robbed in the restroom at 
approximately 4:50 p.m. He was 
washing his hands at that time, 
when two unknown male suspects 
grabbed him from behind and 
struck him several times in the face 
before forcibly removing the vic-
tim’s wallet and fleeing on foot.

A stationary security camera 
might’ve captured the suspects’ 
images, the manager said.

EMTs arrived on the scene, but 
the victim denied medical attention 
at this time.

The officer also searched the 
area for the suspect to no avail.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

Notice is hereby given that 
a Community Outreach 
Meeting for a Proposed 
Marijuana Establishment is 
scheduled  for:
Date: Tuesday, April 9th, 
2019
Time: 6:30 P.M.

Location:  Hilton Hotel: 
Fenway Room, 40 Dalton 
St., Boston, MA 02115
The Proposed Marijuana 
Establishment is anticipated 
to be located at:
1114 Boylston St., Boston, 
MA 02115

There will be an opportu-
nity for the public to ask 
questions.
If you have any questions 
about this meeting or 
have comments about the 
proposal contact: Yissel 
Guerrero, Mayor’s Office of  

Neighborhood Services
Yissel.Guerrero@boston.
gov
617-635-2679

3/28/19
BS

to the launch of a plan to design 
and install permanent lighting of 
the statues on each block of the 
Mall. The first project will be the 
Morison statue in the Spring of 
2019, followed by the Garrison 
and Collins statues. We are cur-
rently raising funds for the Com-
monwealth Avenue Mall Statue 
Lighting. If you’d like to help, you 
can donate online at friendsofhte-
publicgarden.org or by sending a 
check in the mail. For more infor-
mation, email Margaret Pokorny 
at mpok384@gmail.com, or call 
617-723-8144.

•Friends of the Public Garden 
Annual Meeting: Save the date 
for our 49th Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, March 28, featuring a 
presentation by Chris Cook, Chief 
of Environment, Energy, and Open 
Space. The meeting will be at 5:30 
p.m. at the Omni-Parker House, 
60 School St. R.S.V.P. at friendsoft-
hepublicgarden.org.

SOUTH END DATES
•The Chester Square Neighbors 

will have their monthly meeting 
on Weds., April 3, at 7 p.m. in the 
Hampton House, 155 Northamp-
ton St. The group will be discus-
sion Hotel Alexandra mitigation, 
developments at 770 Tremont St. 
and 223 Northampton St. (which 
will also be discussed on April 2 at 
6 p.m.), and potential CPA money 
to help save the League of Women 
for Community Service building 
on the Square. Full agenda on 
hand.

•The Ellis South End Neighbor-
hood Association Executive Com-
mittee will meet on Monday, April 
8, at 6 p.m.

•Eight Streets Neighborhood 
Association will meet on Tuesday, 
April 9, in Project Place at 6:45 
p.m. in the second floor.

•The East Berkeley Neighbor-
hood Association (EBNA) will 
meet on April 16, at 6:30 p.m. in 
Project Place, second floor.

•The Worcester Square Area 
Neighborhood Association 
(WSANA) will meet on April 23 
at 7 p.m. 

•Celebrate the Year of the Pig…
Chinese Traditional music at the 
South End Library on March 30 
at 10:30 a.m. Performance will 
be by the Berklee CTM Ensemble, 
directed by Dr. Rosey Lee.

•Boston Center for Youth and 
Families has brought back its free, 

Family Gym time to the Blackstone 
Community Center. The program 
is a weekly activity for children 
ages 3-8. It runs on Saturdays from 
10-11:30 a.m. This session of Fam-
ily Gym will run through April 13. 
In the fall the program will expand 
to additional BCYF community 
centers. For updated information 
or program cancellations follow @
BCYFCenters.

•United South End Artists will 
present an Art Marathon on Sun-
day, April 14, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in studios throughout the 
South End. Log on to USEAbos-
ton.com for details and locations.

•The South End Forum Opi-
ate Working Group has released 
its meeting schedule for Winter/
Spring 2019. The group will meet 
at 4 p.m. in the Crosstown Hilton 
on April 23 and May 21.

•On Tuesday, April 2, 
from 6:30– 8:30 p.m., The Bee-
hive’s co-owner and resident cura-
tor, Jennifer Epstein, alongside 
guest curator, Jessica Curran will 
present the 29th installment in the 
South End landmark’s continuing 
art series, Sting! entitled, Unveiled. 
This exhibit features the work of 
eight emerging female artists from 
the greater Boston area, including 
three talented high school art-
ists employed by the Artists for 
Humanity program. Artists rep-
resented include Ana Loor, Ariel 
Freiberg, Danielle Robins, Marisa 
Adesman and Rebecca Greene, 
along with visionary student art-
ists, Madeline Murphy, Ananda 
Toulon, and Yajun He.

•Tuesday, April 16: Boston 
Ward 4 Democratic Committee 
Meeting with Karilyn Crockett 
(author of People Before High-
ways), State Sen. William Browns-
berger, State Rep. Jon Santiago, 
and Councilor Ed Flynn. All are 
welcome. The meeting will be at 
the South End Library (685 Trem-
ont St.). Questions? Email ward-
4dems@gmail.com. 

•The South End Forum will 
have its quarterly meetings before 
the summer break on May 7 and 
June 11.

•USES will have continuing 
community conversations with its 
president, Maicharia Weir Lytle at 
the Tubman House, Wednesday, 
April 24, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m.; or on Thursday, May 23, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

•SAVE THE DATE: The City’s 
Love Your Block clean-up effort 
for the spring will take place on 
Saturday, May 4, at several loca-
tions across the South End, Back 
Bay and Bay Village.

•MARKET TIME: The SoWa 
Sunday Market will have its open-
ing day on Sunday, May 5, this 
spring.

FENWAY TIMES
•The Peterborough Senior 

Center holds bingo at 12:30 p.m. 
and a Tech Café at 11 a.m. every 
Wednesday. Come play bingo and 
meet new people, or can get help 
with your phone or tablet/comput-
er.

•The Fenway CDC’s 46th 
Annual Meeting will be on Thurs-
day, March 28m from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. at Fenway Health. For more 
information and to register, go to 
fenwaycdc.org/events. Join us for 
light dinner, celebrate our commu-
nity awardees, and welcome new 
board members. 

SOUTH END AUTHORS 
BOOK FEST

On Thursday, April 4, from 
4-8 p.m., the South End Authors 
Book Festival committee will be 
holding its fourth annual event. 
The event will be held at Tent 
City, 130 Dartmouth St., in 
the Harry Dow Community 
Room - across the street from 
the Back Bay Transit Station. 
This event is held every year, so 
that local authors can present 
their writings to the General Pub-
lic for sale. Through the years the 
itinerary has been pretty much 
the same, authors introducing 
themselves and their books to the 
attendees. Guests intermingling 
with each other discussing the 
books being presented. All enjoy-
ing good conversation centered 
around a bit of light refreshments 
and drink. Also, sometime during 
the evening, a short presenta-
tion by a guest speaker. All and 
all everyone, authors and guests 
always end up having a good time. 
The Festival Committee would 
like, this year, to offer a special 
invitation to all the would be 
young adult/teenage writers in the 
community to come to the festi-
val to discuss their writings, the 
authors’ writings, or just writing in 
general.
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128 BEACON ST #H
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 3,347 SQFT

$7,600,000

22 LIBERTY DRIVE #10A
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 2,756 SQFT

$7,200,000

1 FAIRFIELD ST
5 Beds | 4 Baths | 4,856 SQFT

$6,175,000

260 BEACON ST #5
3 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,600 SQFT

$3,150,000

ROWES WHARF PH06
4 Beds | 5f 2h Baths | 7,230 SQFT

$16,000,000

PREMIER WATERFRONT PH
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