
By Lauren Bennett

The Boston City Council held a 
hearing regarding updates on the 
implementation of the Short-Term 
Rental Ordinance on Novem-
ber 14. Sponsored by Councilors 
Ed Flynn, Lydia Edwards, and 
Michelle Wu, the hearing provided 
information about the ordinance 
as well as allowed the City Coun-

cil to hear feedback from the com-
munity about how the ordinance 
affects them.

“I think this is a check-in hear-
ing about how the ordinance that 
we passed is going,” Edwards said. 
“This is a conversation about how 
to make this the most effective 
short-term rental ordinance. that 
we can have in the City of Boston. 

By Lauren Bennett

On Nov. 8, Pellas Gallery, locat-
ed at 114 Newbury St., held its 
grand opening celebration, where 
130 guests came to enjoy the cus-
tom-designed gallery.

Founder F. Alfredo Pellas IV, 
originally from Nicaragua, has 
lived all around the world in places 
like Switzerland, Telluride, Colo., 
and Sydney, but chose Boston as 
a place to showcase art from all 
around the world.

Although the 24-year-old dis-
plays artwork from influential 

painters, he is not an artist himself. 
“I can’t paint very well,” he said. 
“I took a painting class back in 
college and I remember that was 
the class I spent the most time on. 
It gave me a whole other apprecia-
tion for these artists.” 

His love of art came from his 
father, who collected a piece of 
artwork from every new place 
they moved to. “My father really 
instilled that passion in me,” Pellas 
said. 

For the past two years, Pellas 
has been running a private art 
fund, and he decided it was time 

to open his own gallery. He chose 
Boston, and specifically Newbury 
Street, because he wanted  the 
gallery to be close to the high-end 
boutiques that he said he’s known 
and come to respect. He said he 
also respects the other galleries 
that already exist on Newbury St., 
and wanted to join the ranking. 

“There are some galleries that 
have moved to Harrison [Avenue] 
where the rent is more affordable,” 
he said, “but I wanted to target a 
niche that I think wasn’t being tar-

By Dan Murphy 

Representatives from Bos-
ton Properties provided a status 
update on the mixed-use develop-
ment it has proposed for the site of 
the existing MBTA Back Bay sta-
tion during a meeting of the Cit-
izens Advisory Committee for the 
project Tuesday at the State Trans-
portation Building.

Now rechristened 171 Dart-

mouth St., the Back Bay/South 
End Gateway project, as it was 
formerly known, “is comprised of 
up to approximately 1.26 million 
square feet of mixed-use redevel-
opment, consisting of a new office 
building with ground floor retail, 
two new residential buildings, a 
one- to two-story vertical retail 
expansion of the existing Back Bay 
Station building, and the partial 
redevelopment of the existing 165 

Dartmouth St. Garage,” according 
to the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency website.

Keir Evans, project manager for 
Boston Properties, said site prepa-
ration and utility work is slated 
begin in the second quarter of 2020 
while the west portion of the garage 
would be demolished and “vertical” 
construction would commence in 
the second quarter on 2021.
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Louisa May Alcott, played by Jan Turnquist, is grateful for the interested company she found during the Boston 
Public Library’s celebration of the upcoming release of ‘Little Women’ by Sony Pictures. Scores of fans came to the 
library on Saturday, Nov. 16, in period dress to mark the fun occasion with a tea party. See more photos on Page 9.

Pellas Gallery on Newbury Street holds grand opening

By Seth Daniel

A little over one month into 
the Mass/Cass 2.0 plan, the City 
announced the 24-person Task 
Force this week that is charged 
with overseeing the implementa-
tion of the plan – which has already 
had some measurable gains.

The Task Force has 24 mem-

bers, and five of them are resi-
dents of the South End – with one 
member raising some controversy 
already.

“The opioid crisis is a national 
crisis that’s negatively impacting 
neighborhoods and families across 
the city,” said Mayor Martin 
Walsh. “We are fully committed to 

(mass/Cass 2.0, Pg. 7)

Community speaks out about 
short-term rental enforcement

PHOTO BY KEIKO HIROMI 

Caroline Foscato, president of South End Soccer, and State Rep. Aaron 
Michlewitz during the Sky’s the Limit Fundraiser for South End Soccer 
last Thursday, Nov. 14, at the Seaport Yotel. Rep. Michlewitz was hon-
ored as a Community Champion at the event. More photos on Page 12.

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FUNDRAISER
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
For decades public health officials and the medical profession have 

warned Americans that our unhealthy eating habits have contributed to 
an epidemic of obesity, heart disease, diabetes, and cancer, among other 
ill-effects, in our country.

The irony of 21st century America is that our wealth does not equal 
good health. We eat foods that are more expensive to produce, but that 
are bad for us.

By contrast, the so-called Mediterranean diet, which consists of natu-
ral, unprocessed foods, and relies less on meat as a source of protein, has 
been shown to provide longer and healthier lives for those, regardless of 
their nationality, who adhere to it, even in the poorest countries of the 
world.

The hamburger, more than any other single food item, has come to 
epitomize the American diet.  The opening of McDonald’s restaurants in 
foreign countries have been a cause celebre, even in France, the supposed 
capital of haute cuisine.

So it was with quite a degree of shock to Americans when Burger 
King launched its Impossible Burger, a plant-based “burger,” a few 
months ago.

However, the seeming absurdity of a hamburger-oriented, fast-food 
chain offering its customers a plant-based “burger” has given way to a 
new reality with the announcement this past week by the head of Burger 
King that the Impossible Burger has become the chain’s most successful 
new product launch in many years.

The Impossible Burger is not your hippy-dippy grandparents’ veggie 
burger. In our home we did a blind taste test, serving real burgers and 
the Impossible Burger (which we had bought in a grocery store) side-by-
side without telling the unwitting participants that one-half (we cut the 
burgers in two) of what they were eating was not meat. 

Not only could they not tell the difference between them (they were 
unaware that they were eating two different products), but they actually 
preferred the half that was the Impossible Burger.

Millennials are leading the way in this dietary revolution, but so too 
are the Baby Boomers, whose decades of bad eating have caught up with 
us and who must make the shift away from red meat as a staple of our 
diet to preserve what health we have left.

Not only are plant-based burgers good for us on an individual basis, 
but by reducing the production of meat, we are benefiting the environ-
ment. The Green New Deal put forward by Senator Ed Markey and 
Rep. Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez recognizes that animal agricultural pro-
duction is a huge contributor to climate change.

Just as Americans reduced their consumption of cigarettes in the 
decades that followed the Surgeon General’s warning in 1964 about the 
ill-effects of smoking, so too, a new generation of Americans is forward-
ing a healthier lifestyle in terms of our food choices.

If it is true that we are what we eat, this is a change that has been a 
long time coming.

By Sen. William Browsberger

On Monday, House and Senate 
conferees filed their report on the 
hands-free cell phone safety bill. 
The bill is virtually certain to be 
approved by both branches and to 
become law shortly.

The new hands-free rules will 
take effect in late February 2020, 
but violations will be handled 
with warnings through March 31, 
2020.

Under the new law, you can talk 
to your cell phone, but you cannot 
touch or even look at it while driv-
ing, except in true emergency. You 
can touch it once to activate hands 
free mode. You cannot look at 
material on your phone, except at 
navigation maps, but then only on 
a mounted phone without touch-
ing it. You can hold and touch 
your phone if you are fully off the 
public travel path. 

The law will mean behav-
ior changes for most of us, but I 
believe that most of us are ready 
to make the changes. It is time we 
all start driving more safely by 
renouncing cell phone contact.

Here are the exact new rules 
specified in Section 9 of the report:

•No operator of a motor vehi-
cle shall hold a mobile electronic 
device. 

•No operator of a motor vehicle 
shall use a mobile electronic device 
unless the device is being  used in 
hands-free mode. 

•No operator of a motor vehicle 
shall read or view text, images or 
video displayed on a mobile elec-
tronic device; provided, however, 
that an operator may view a map 
generated by a navigation system 
or application on a mobile elec-

tronic device that is mounted on 
or affixed to a vehicle’s windshield, 
dashboard or center console in a 
manner that does not impede the 
operation of the motor vehicle. 

•. . . an operator shall not be 
considered to be operating a motor 
vehicle if the vehicle is stationary 
and not located in a part of the 
public way intended for travel by 
a motor vehicle or bicycle. 

Hands-free mode is defined in 
Section 1 of the report as “opera-
tion of a mobile electronic device 
by which a user engages in a voice 
communication or receives audio 
without touching or holding the 
device; provided, however, that 
a mobile electronic device may 
require a single tap or swipe to 
activate, deactivate or initiate the 
hands-free mode feature.”

The new rules apply to all 
mobile electronic devices, includ-
ing not only phones, but also lap-
tops, personal digital assistants, 
pagers, etc.

The emergency exceptions are 
narrowly drawn and include only 
use to report that

•the vehicle was disabled; 
•medical attention or assistance 

was required; 
•police intervention, fire depart-

ment or other emergency services 
were necessary for the personal 
safety of the operator or  a pas-
senger or to otherwise ensure the 
safety of the public; or 

•a disabled vehicle or an acci-
dent was present on a roadway. 

First violations draw a $100 
fine; second, $250; third or sub-
sequent, $500. Second and subse-
quent offenders will have to attend 
a distracted driving education pro-
gram. First and second violations, 
whether by adults or by junior 

operators, will not affect insur-
ance, but a third offense will be 
a “surchargeable incident” which 
will raise insurance rates for the 
driver. Special limitations and pen-
alties apply to school bus drivers 
and transit operators.

There has been broad consen-
sus in the legislature for some time 
about these new rules. Our existing 
laws against distraction through 
mobile devices were unenforceable 
and all of us recognize the dangers 
of cell phone use. 

What held up final approval of 
the bill for several months were 
concerns that the new rules would 
be used in a discriminatory way 
against people of color. To address 
these concerns, the bill strength-
ens data collection requirements. 
Records of motor vehicle citations 
will be collected by the secretary 
of public safety and security and 
analyzed by a qualified institu-
tion (selected by the secretary). 
The results of the analysis will be 
published and if a policy agency 
appears to be engaging in racial 
profiling, the agency will need to 
collect additional data and to have 
its officers undergo bias training. 

Additionally, the secretary 
will release aggregate numbers in 
machine readable format. I under-
stand the term “aggregate num-
bers” to include detailed cross-tab-
ulations that can be the basis of 
independent analysis as to each 
law enforcement agency. 

The disclosure and analysis of 
bias-related data will evolve over 
time in response to public com-
ment and to support that evolu-
tion, the secretary is required to 
conduct public hearings annually. 
The secretary is also required to 
make initial improvement sugges-
tions by April 1, 2020.

By Lauren Bennett

The Boston City Council held 
a hearing regarding pedestrian 
safety on Nov. 18. Sponsored by 
Councilor Ed Flynn, the hearing 
was focused on pedestrian safety 
and Vision Zero, which is a plan 
to reach zero serious or fatal crash-
es. The hearing also covered topics 
like traffic lights, crossing signals 
for pedestrians, and infrastructure 
improvements to roads such as 
speed humps, raised crosswalks, 
and pedestrian signals. 

Flynn has said many times that 
pedestrian safety is of top priority 

for him as a councilor, and that 
“we need to do everything we can 
and prioritize safety for pedes-
trians,” especially for children, 
seniors, and those with disabilities. 

Several members of the public, 
as well as city officials, were invit-
ed to testify at the hearing. Scott 
Burke, Managing Partner of Mor-
rison Mahoney, said that his office 
building is right outside the cross-
walk where a woman was fatally 
hit this past September. Burke said 
that last February, he and several 
others emailed the city warning 
them that there were issues with 
the light sequence at the intersec-

tion. 
This past June, he said addi-

tional reports were filed to 311, 
and that “the death of Diane [Ly] 
was absolutely preventable if any-
body listened to us…we have local 
knowledge that I think is import-
ant.” 

Gilbert Ho, a longtime Chi-
natown community activist, also 
said that he is “very concerned” 
about the safety of pedestrians, as 
there are many senior citizens and 
families with young children who 
cross the street in Chinatown. He 
said he has mentioned to Council-

City Council holds hearing on pedestrian safety 

(PEdESTriaN SafETy, Pg. 3)
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Pedestrian safety (from pg. 2)

Pellas Gallery (from pg. 1)

171 dartmouth (from pg. 1)

geted here in Boston,” which is the 
international perspective. 

He said the space on Newbury 
Street “was quite hard to find,” as 
“wanted to find a very ample space 
and somewhere where you could 
appreciate the art from a length,” 
he said. He ended up completely 
remodeling the more than 2,000 
square-foot space at 114 Newbury 
St., which was formerly used for 
retail. He said hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars were put into the 
space to “change the ambiance to 
create a very special space.” 

“My passion is to travel,” Pellas 
said, adding that he’s established 
relationships with international 
galleries to bring their work to 
the U.S. For his opening show, 
he featured several original War-
hol paintings, as well as paintings 
from artists in London and Beijing, 
China. He spent 25 days traveling 
through China to find artists, and 
settled on three that “would bring 
a vibrancy to Boston,” he said.

Pellas noted the importance of 
the Chinese works in the gallery, 
as a recent tax was imposed on 
Chinese artworks coming in. He 
said that “we wouldn’t have eco-
nomically been able to do it” if the 
opening was held later. 

Forthcoming shows will include 

paintings from UK-based artists 
like Patrick Hughes from London, 
who invented his own painting 
technique called “reverspective,” 
in which he paints constructs on 
3-D paneled wood boards, Pellas 
said. Clive Head’s paintings will 
also be featured at the gallery. 
“He’s known as one of the. Most 
influential photo realist painters in 
the world and especially from the 
UK, and his art has transitioned 
into making a movie into one 
picture,” Pellas said. He said that 
Head will be traveling to Boston 
for the exhibit. 

Pellas said that right now he’s 

just focusing on paintings for the 
gallery, but is open to the idea of 
sculptures and would love to col-
laborate with a sculptor. He also 
said that managing a gallery space 
is surely a full-time job—he spends 
at least six days a week preparing 
and cultivating the shows, as well 
as working with the artists. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
working with some of the major 
institutions here in Boston and I 
really respect what’s been going 
on in the city,” Pellas said. He said 
he hopes to work with some of the 
artists who have a partnership with 
the Museum of Fine Arts. Addi-
tionally, he said the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum has spent about 
$200 million on an expansion ded-
icated to contemporary art. “With 
all this investment, I think that con-
temporary art is the way to go and 
I just hope that in some way we can 
collaborate, Pellas said.

Pellas said hopes the gallery can 
be a place that will help bring more 
international artists to the city and 
help make Boston known for glob-
al art. He said in a statement, “My 
wish is that people in the Boston 
area don’t feel like that have to 
travel to New York, London or 
Miami to acquire high end art.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL 
BLANCHARD PHOTOGRAPHY 

F. Alfredo Pellas IV inside Pellas 
Gallery at its grand opening cele-
bration on November 8. 

But Evans said this timeframe 
hinges entirely on securing retail 
tenants for the development.

“We’re not building this on 
spec,” Evans said. “We hope to 
sign a tenant…and have at least 
50-percent pre-lease.”

Meanwhile, the two current 
retail tenants – Eastern Bank and 
Atrius Health – have expressed 
interest in staying on as tenants 
within a quarter-mile radius of the 
of their present locations.

‘The tenants involved want to 
stay, and we want them to stay,” 
Evans said. “On a crucial path, we 
can’t bring down the garage with-
out [their agreement].”

As part of the project, Boston 
Properties will also undertake a 

major renovation of the station’s 
concourse level, which is expect-
ed to kick off in the first quarter 
of 2021 and wrap up in the fourth 
quarter of that year, Evans said.

Also, Evans said the Massachu-
setts Department of Transporta-
tion’s decision to close the on-ramp 
from Clarendon Street to I-90 west-
bound will allow for the “preserva-
tion of the pedestrian experience 
along Dartmouth Street.”

In response to concerns about 
the potential impact of the project 
on parking in the area, Evans said 
that 1,100 spaces of the garage’s 
2’013-space existing capacity 
would be preserved, which could 
accomodate parking demands 
during peak hours.

COURTESY OF THE BOSTON PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY.

A rendering of Boston Properties’ newly christened 171 Dartmouth St.

or Flynn that traffic lights should 
be delayed green for cars turn-
ing and pedestrians crossing, as 
“people and cars are fighting to 
get across.” Additionally, he said 
the city should “further look into 
slowing down the right or left turn 
arrow for pedestrian crossing.”

Ho said that another issue is with 
cars turning right on red. He said he 
recognizes that cars are allowed to 
do this in some places, but “I see 
a lot of cars not really yielding for 
pedestrians when they are making 
the right turn,” he said. “It’s very 
dangerous for pedestrians.” 

Brendan Kearney of WalkBos-
ton said that crashes, fatalities, and 
injuries can be prevented through 
fixing signal timing, among other 
things. “that design is to influence 
[driver] behavior,” he said. Kear-
ney referenced Page 140 of the 
GoBoston 2030 plan, which he 
said contains “great recommen-
dations” that he believes the city 
should be putting into practice. 
“The city has already done the 
research on this,” he said. 

Chief of Streets Chris Osgood 
highlighted some of the work 
that his team is doing, including 
a focus on maintenance and edu-
cation, major roads and corridors, 
the Neighborhood Slow Streets 
Program, and the bike network 

across the city.
Osgood said the citywide 

efforts in legislation, education, 
and maintenance include a bill 
that is “likely to succeed this week 
in pushing forward a distracted 
driving bill to be signed at the state 
house,” as well as lowering the 
default speed limit in the City of 
Boston. The city is also focused on 
ensuring that safe driver behaviors 
are practiced by all drivers.

As far as maintenance goes, 
Osgood said that the city has 
doubled its investment in things 
like pavement markings and has 
restripesd about 2,600 crosswalks 
over the past couple fiscal years. 
Additionally, the city is working 
on engineering changes with a 
focus on major corridors, which 
will lead to safer driving. Accord-
ing to Osgood, there are “dozens 
of projects on the move on these 
key corridors.”

The Neighborhood Slow Streets 
program, which is focused on con-
tiguous blocks, is prioritized for 
streets with “high numbers of vul-
nerable road users,” Osgood said, 
as well as on areas where there are 
“key links” in the transportation 
network, such as bus routes and 
MBTA train stations. Areas where 
there are high percentages of 

crashes are also considered for the 
Slow Streets Program. The city is 
also focused on redesigning streets 
for 20 miles per hour, as was dis-
cussed in a previous Council hear-
ing about lowering the city speed 
limit. 

Bike lanes are another focus, and 
the city is making it a priority goal 
to have roughly four times as many 
people commuting to work by 
bike by 2030, and there are several 
more miles of protected bike lane 
to come, with eight miles already in 
place throughout the city.

The city has also installed about 
85 speed feedback signs across the 
city, Osgood said, and is focused 
on improving crosswalks by doing 
things like daylighting intersections.

City Councilor Matt O’Malley 
inquired about things like raised 
crosswalks, photo enforcement, 
and feedback regarding the Slow 
Streets program with the only 
complaint being that certain neigh-
borhoods did not receive Slow 
Streets benefits.

Osgood said that city engineers 
do support raised crosswalks in 
areas where they make sense, but 
they don’t work in every situation. 
By state law, photo enforcement is 
not allowed, though there are bills 
out there pushing for things like 
stop arm cameras mounted to stop 
signs on school buses.

Osgood added that they are try-
ing to “find the right mix of staff 
and capital” for the Slow Streets 
program, and taking a look at it 
for the upcoming fiscal year’s bud-
get to see how the program might 
be able to be broadened. “It’s a 
prioritization,” Osgood said of 
the program. “We are looking at 
where do you have seniors, youth, 
persons with disabilities…those 
are places we look at first.” 

City Councilor Kim Janey 
said that there should be a city-
wide plan in place to make these 
improvements, because right now, 
“we have neighborhoods fighting 
over Slow Streets initiatives.” 

Osgood said that the city will 
take 311 requests for problem 
areas, and recommended describ-
ing the situation through 311 to be 
reviewed by the city. City Council-
or Michelle Wu said she hopes that 
“even one person flagging some-
thing as unsafe” will warrant the 
city checking it out, as she’s con-
cerned that the city waits for sever-
al complaints about the same issue 
to come in before they address it. 

Another community member 
mentioned that crosswalk times 
should be extended, as many 
crosswalks do not allow enough 
time for elderly or people with 
disabilities to get across the street. 
Additionally, he said that bikers 
who blow through crosswalks are 

dangerous, as well as bikers who 
go the wrong way down a one-
way street. He said he would like 
to see bike rules enforced, as he 
does not believe they currently are. 

Community activist Alison 
Pultinas said the design issue with 
the conflict between turning vehi-
cles and pedestrians is an import-
ant one. “The issue of cars that 
have the right to turn on red or 
cars that have a green light and 
are allowed to turn while pedes-
trians have a walk signal is very 
complicated and deserves a lot of 
analysis,” she said. “There has to 
be a criteria looking at the speed 
on these corridors and that has to 
be one of the determining factors 
whether it’s going to be an all-way 
stop.” She added that she hopes the 
public can be more involved when 
discussing these intersections. 

As this conversation continues 
to move forward, “we have a lot 
of work to do,” O’Malley said, 
adding that he believes it’s a good 
thing to see that everyone wants 
safer roads for pedestrians, cars, 
and bikers. 

Councilor Flynn said that 
pedestrian safety is probably the 
issue he works the most on within 
his district, and is glad to see that 
residents want to be active and 
involved, and “have some great 
ideas for how we can improve 
pedestrian safety.”
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‘HOMEWARD BOUND’ AT WOMEN’S LUNCH PLACE ON NOV. 13

Photos by Keiko Hiromi

“Homeward Bound,” a joint 
benefit to support Women’s Lunch 
Place (WLP) and NABB (Neigh-
borhood Association of Back Bay), 
took place at Women’s Lunch 
Place on Wednesday, Nov. 13. The 
benefit is to support Women’s 

Lunch Place in providing services 
to the homeless, and NABB, in 
preserving the quality of life in the 
neighborhood, including a new 
homeless initiative. 

More than 100 neighbors, 
friends and supporters gathered 
and enjoyed hearty harvest tast-
ings, wine, craft beers, and a hol-
iday-themed silent auction. 

Jennifer and Jim Hill (back), Marion Niering and Susan 
Richardson.

Nancy Doyle, Nancy Berman and Martha Stone.

Vicki Smith, of NABB, dis-
cussing the Association’s new 
initiatives

Kathy Young, co-chair 
of “Homeward Bound,” 
addressed the audience.

Roberta Orlandino, Brenda Gailhouse, Kris Field and Sue Baker.

Wendy Karkoska, Michael O’Callaghan and Elizabeth Morris. Patricia Corrigan, Elizabeth Morris, Suzanne Milando, and Kathy and Steve Young.

Sheila Dillon, chief of Housing and Director of the 
City’s Department of Neighborhood Development 
(DND), Mark Lippolt and Women’s Lunch Place 
(WLP) Executive Director Jennifer Hanlon Wigon 
during the joint benefit for the Neighborhood 
Association of the Back Bay (NABB) and WLP on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, at WLP.

Chef Sherry Hughes during 
“Homeward Bound,” a joint ben-
efit for NABB and WLP.
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braving the cold in support of Women’s Lunch Place

@bostonplansbostonplans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

PLAN: Dudley Square

Project Review Committee Nominations
Nominations Due: 
Monday, December 2

Description:
The Boston Planning & Development Agency and the Department of Neighborhood Development are seeking 
nominations of interested individuals to serve on a Project Review Committee for PLAN: Dudley Square's Blair Lot, 
Parcel 8, and Nawn Factory. 

The PRC is tasked with reviewing proposals and making recommendations on a potential developer for Blair Lot, Parcel 
8, and Nawn Facroty. The committee is made up of five Roxbury Strategic Master Plan Oversight Committee Members 
and up to ten members selected from a list of nominees provided by elected officials, local groups, and neighborhood 
associations. 

For more information and to submit yourself or other individuals' names for the Project Review Committee, please visit 
bit/ly/PRCDUD1. We are asking that names be submitted through this link by December 2, 2019. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Muge Undemir at 617.918.4488 or at 
mugzy.undemir@boston.gov.

Contact:
Muge Undemir
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4488 | mugzy.undemir@boston.gov

Website:
bit/ly/PRCDUD1

Public Nominations

Precision Medicine Initiative, PMI, All of Us, the All of Us logo, and “The Future of Health Begins with You” 

are service marks of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org                                                                                     

617-768-8300 or 617-414-3300                                  

allofus@partners.org or allofus@bmc.org

The future of health 
begins with you
The more researchers know about what makes each of 
us unique, the more tailored our health care can become.       

Join a research effort with one million people nationwide 
to create a healthier future for all of us.

Founding Members of Partners HealthCare

By Dan Murphy

While Wednesday, Nov. 13, 
might have set a record for the 
coldest temperature on that date 
in Boston’s history, the elements 
couldn’t deter an ample crowd 
from turning out to support the 
Women’s Lunch Place at a fund-
raiser for the Newbury Street shel-
ter.

Co-sponsored by the Neigh-
borhood Association of the Back 
Bay, the inaugural “Homeward 
Bound” event featured harvest 
tastings, wine, craft beers and a 
holiday silent auction in support 
of the nonprofit Women’s Lunch 
Place, which since 1982, according 
to its website, has “offer[ed] a safe 

day sanctuary, nutritious meals 
and critical support for women 
experiencing homelessness or pov-
erty.”

Sheila Dillon, chief of housing 
for the city’s Department of Neigh-
borhood Development,” said, “It’s 
really important that the commu-
nity continues to support Boston’s 
overall effort that no woman or 
man should remain homeless, and 
we’re so thankful to NABB tonight 
for supporting this very important 
and talented organization.”

Vicki Smith, who co-chairs the 
NABB Homelessness Task Force 
with Kathy Young, said, “This 
is a wonderful event, and NABB 
and the Women’s Lunch Place are 
delighted to work together with so 

many volunteers.”
The Task Force is comprised 

of “12 members who plan public 
education programs…and advo-
cate for public policies that really 
work [to combat homelessness],” 
Kathy Young said.

“In response to neighbors’ con-
cerns, we’re seeking to alleviate the 
impact of homelessness on housed 
and un-housed people,” Kathy 
Young said.

Jennifer Hanlon Wigon, exec-
utive director of Women’s Lunch 
Place, said, “This event grew put 
of NABB’s homelessness initiative 

Vicki Smith, co-chair of the Neighborhood Association of the Back 
Bay Homelessness Task Force, and Liz Vizza, executive director of the 
Friends of the Public Garden.

Pictured, left to right, are Jennifer Hanlon Wigon, executive director of Women’s Lunch Place; District 8 city 
council-elect Kenzie Bok; Nancy Armstrong, director of operations for Women’s Lunch Place; and Kathy 
Young, co-chair of the Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay Homelessness Task Force.

and working with them. We hope 
this is the first of many fundraising 
and networking events to under-
stand the work we do behind 
doors, and to help us collabo-
rate on the issues we’re all facing 
together.

 “Besides providing homeless 
women with one meal each day, 
the Women’s Lunch Place also pro-
vides wrap-around services help 
them get stable housing, food, 
healthcare, job training,” Wigon 
added.

While Steve Young, a member 

of NABB and Kathy’s husband, 
was in attendance at last week’s 
fundraising event, it wasn’t his first 
visit to the Newbury Street shelter, 
as he had previously volunteered 
there with other employees of Hol-
land & Knight’s Boston law office.

“The Women’s Lunch Place is 
an oasis in the desert for homeless 
women, and having this event for 
homeless women on what might 
set the record for the coldest record 
on this date is fortuitous,” Steve 
Young said.
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Private function hall planned for former Smith & Wollensky space in Park Plaza Castle

Mass/Cass 2.0 (from pg. 1)

By Dan Murphy

The team that intends to trans-
form the former Smith & Wollen-
sky restaurant space in the Park 
Plaza Castle into a private function 
hall outlined their proposal at the 
Bay Village Neighborhood Associ-
ation Planning Committee meeting 
Monday at the South Cove Apart-
ments.

Jon D. Aieta, the applicant’s 
attorney, said Longwood Venues 
& Destinations, which also oper-
ates the State Room in Boston and 
Alden Castle in Brookline, would 
transform the site into a “first-
class, luxury private event venue” 

for corporate events, fundraisers 
and weddings with a capacity of 
438.

“We would encompass all four 
floors to take advantage of the 
building and its unique architec-
ture and history,” Aieta said, add-
ing that music offerings “would 
be respectful of the site” and “not 
anything overpowering.”

While Aieta said the applicant 
would seek a license for a 2 a.m. 
closing time, he said they would 
reconsider this request after learn-
ing that could potentially be a non-
starter for the proposal.

In another matter, commit-
tee members got a preview of a 
planned mixed-use development 

project that would bring afford-
able housing and neighborhood 
branch of the Boston Public 
Library to Chinatown.

Joel Larkin, principal of Mil-
lennium Partners – the New York 
City-based development firm also 
behind the Winthrop Center sky-
scraper now under construction 
in the Financial District – dis-
cussed plans for the 350-foot-tall, 
approximately 426,500 square-
foot building proposed for 290 
Tremont St. (a/k/a Parcel P-12C) 
that would consist of a 100-percent 
income-restricted residential tower 
offering up to 171 affordable rent-
al and condo units; a hotel with up 
to 200 rooms; as many as 340 off-

street public parking spaces; retail 
space with room for a café; and 
around 8,000 square feet of com-
munity space, which is anticipated 
to accommodate the library. Other 
elements of the project include 
plans for a pedestrian connection 
between Washington and Tremont 
streets, as well a courtyard with 
ample “sitting pockets.”

The project also marks a unique 
four-way collaboration between 
four proponents – Millennium 
Partners; the Asian Communi-
ty Development Corporation 
(ACDC), a nonprofit that develops 
affordable housing in Chinatown; 
Corcoran Jennison Company, Inc., 
a Boston property-management 

company that operates the nearby 
Doubletree Hotel Boston Down-
town; and Tufts Shared Services, 
Inc. 

Pending securing the necessary 
funding from the city and state for 
the project, Larkin said construc-
tion could get underway by May 
of 2021 and is expected to take 
two years to complete.

Several committee members in 
attendance expressed concern that 
the proposed park could become 
a haven for the homeless and sug-
gested that security measures for 
the site should be coordinated in 
concert with those for the Eliot 
Norton Park, which is located 
directly across the street.

addressing concerns on Mass/Cass 
by increasing outreach to get more 
people the help they need, expand-
ing opportunities for homeless 
individuals to get the homes they 
deserve, and increasing police pres-
ence in our neighborhoods to keep 
everyone safe. But people are still 
struggling, and we will continue to 
double down on our efforts, never 
turning our backs on people who 
are at the most vulnerable time in 
their lives. There is no one perfect 
solution to dealing with this crisis, 
and I’m asking for us all to work 
together hand in hand as a com-
munity to fight this fight, and ulti-
mately save lives.”

Those from the South End 
include:

•Rev. Dr. Jay Williams, United 
Methodist Church

•State Rep. Jon Santiago
•David Stone, Blackstone/Frank-

lin Neighborhood Association
•Steve Fox, South End Forum 

Moderator
•Mike Nelson, South End/

Worcester Square resident
Already, Nelson is drawing 

some controversy as many felt oth-
ers were going to be chosen. Nel-
son has been somewhat involved 
in the opiate debate, but does not 
regularly attend the South End 
Forum Opiate Task Force. A res-
ident living at the epicenter of the 
debate with a background in pub-
lic works, he was famous locally 
for taking pictures of every drug 
needle he came across and post-
ing it on social media. While he 
has attended the Worcester Square 
Area Neighborhood Association 
(WSANA) meetings, he isn’t in the 
leadership at the organization, and 
it was said that the City didn’t con-
fer with WSANA about the choice.

Others on the Task Force 
include:

•Allison Burns, Hope House
•Aubri Esters, Users Union/SIF 

Now
•Barry Bock, Boston Health 

Care for the Homeless
•Karen Antman, BU School of 

Medicine
•Lavell Fulks, Madison Park 

CDC
•Linda Dorcena Forry, Suffolk 

Construction
•Lyndia Downie, Pine Street Inn
•Michael Mancusi, East Boston 

Neighborhood Health Center
•Michael Botticelli, BMC
•Michael Coelho, Mass Proba-

tion Service
•Leemarie Mosca, Rosie’s Place
•Sue Sullivan, Newmarket Busi-

ness Association
•Megan Webb, Orchard Gar-

dens K-8
•Annissa Essaibi George, City 

Council
•Frank Baker, District 3 City 

Council
•State Rep. Liz Miranda
•Sheriff Steve Tompkins
•Pattie McCormick, Andrew 

Square Civic
•Stephen Wright, Roxbury res-

ident

PoLICE, oUTrEACH 
PrESENCE HELPING

One of the first parts of the plan 
has been the re-engineering of a 
special BPD Diversion Team under 
the direction of Supt. Michael 
Stratton. That team supplements 
the efforts lauded in the communi-
ty by the local D-4 Police precinct, 
but takes a specialized approach to 
getting people in recovery.

From Oct. 1 to Nov. 18, the full 
team of five officers and a super-

visor have been hired and have 
made several interventions already. 
In that time period, the City said 
there have been 259 outreach con-
tacts, with 27 going into voluntary 
substance use recovery placements. 
There were 10 Section 35 patients 
and eight voluntary psychiatric 
placements. 

Team member Dan Howell 
told the Opiate Working Group 
that they are also actively engag-
ing with people and helping them 
return to support networks if they 
live outside of Boston, and also 
helping them access resources 
near their home community. That 
comes due to the fact that more 
than 40 percent of those in Bos-
ton’s shelters are not from the City, 
and that number has been stated as 
high as 60 percent at times.

“We try to find them resourc-
es that is closer to their home so 
they don’t have to come here,” he 
said. “We’re hitting the area with 
boots on the ground and talking to 
individuals on the streets. We find 
out where they’re from and if they 
want to go to recovery, they can get 
into the back of the car and we’ll 
go. If it’s in Falmouth, we’re going. 
We’re hooking them up with recov-
ery coaches and sober homes.”

Director of Recovery Services 
Jen Tracy said the City has received 
state funding of $750,000, and that 
will be used to hire more outreach 
workers dedicated to the area.

“The funding is in place and 
those positions have been posted,” 
she said.

In addition, a list has been com-
piled of about 40 to 60 individuals 
that frequent the Mass/Cass area. 
That list is now being reviewed 
by a new team comprised of the 
Department of Neighborhood 

Development (DND), Boston 
Public Health Commission, and 
Recovery Services. That team will 
serve as a coordinating group to 
continue to identify those folks 
and engage with them – the goal 
being to house and place them in 
residential programs.

ENGAGEmENT CENTEr
Some of the very first steps 

between Oct. 6 and Nov. 10, the 
City said, was at the Engagement 
Center. In that time, the Center 
averaged about 865 client contacts 
per day. Of those, 720 accessed 
medical services there and 56 cli-
ents received referrals for treatment 
providers. The PAATHS program 
made 301 treatment placements in 
that time, and beginning on Dec. 
16, the Engagement Center will 
expand its hours from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. to 6 a.m. to 9 p.m..

QUALITY oF LIFE
In the realm of cleanliness, the 

City has formed a team to address 
the problem areas in and around 
Mass/Cass, including encamp-

ments often found on Melnea Cass 
Boulevard.

As of this week, a Public Works 
Special Operations Team has been 
hired, which includes three new 
hires and one internal promotion. 
They are currently conducting 
early morning cleanings. Addi-
tionally, daily cleanings of Clifford 
Park are currently happening in 
Newmarket.

Finally, there is work being done 
on trying to spread out services to 
other parts of the City. 

Jim Greene, of the DND, said 
they are working right now with 
current providers to see how exist-
ing spaces can be used in order to 
reduce the pressure on the Engage-
ment Center in the South End, as 
well as other resources there too.

Boston residents 
preferred. 

Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

Licensed Plumbers 
Wanted
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We want to have updates and this 
is about how we’re going to work 
together to really bring it to frui-
tion in the City of Boston.”

Last year, the City decided to 
place regulations on short-term 
rentals in order to protect the 
housing stock, Edwards contin-
ued. The ordinance prevents cor-
porate investor units from existing 
while still allowing homeowners 
to earn supplemental income by 
renting out units in their proper-
ty.  “Since then, the city has been 
working to implement the ordi-
nance and resolve a legal chal-
lenge,” she said. “As we recall, the 
ordinance passed in June of 2018, 
our registration requirement began 
in January of 2019, our legal set-
tlement with Airbnb was in August 
of 2019. Notably, we allowed a 
one-year period for businesses to 
conclude existing contracts, but no 
investor units should now be oper-
ating.”

The hearing was used to try 
to obtain answers to questions 
such as addressing loopholes In 
the ordinance, the existence of a 
reporting mechanism for illegal 
short term units, and how the city 
address corporate entities who 
want variances to operate short 
term rentals, among other things. 

City Councilor Josh Zakim said 
that he’d like to thank the civic 
associations “who have really led 
the charge, particularly in some 
of our downtown neighborhoods 
that felt a lot of the brunt of the 
short-term rentals.”

Many residents across the city 
are fed up with the number of short 
term rentals that have seemed to 
pop up in recent years. John Book-
ston of the Fenway Civic Associa-
tion said that he brought up to the 
mayor in 2014 the fact that “Airb-
nb rentals were not longer home 
sharing,” but rather “an invasive 
species taking over monthly rental 
units in the downtown area,” he 
said.

Elliott Laffer of the Neighbor-
hood Association of the Back Bay 
(NABB) said that “the important 
thing to remember, I think, is when 
people talk about Airbnb and 
what causes great concern” is that 
they are acting as hotels “in plac-
es where hotels aren’t supposed 
to be.” Laffer agreed with Book-
ston by saying that that short-term 
rental units affect the residential 
housing stock, as well as “who’s 
wandering around our block.” 
He also noted that there is often 
no staff onsite to take care of the 
needs of the guests. He thanked 
the Council for the work they’ve 
done on this issue, and urged that 
it now be enforced. 

Dave Goggins, former Vice 
President of The North End/
Waterfront Residents’ Association, 
agreed that there should be an 
importance placed on enforcement 
when it comes to this issue. “It’s 
important that we identify who 
the biggest offenders are,” he said. 
“[Inspectional Services Depart-
ment (ISD)] is relying on the public 
to identify where these violations 

are taking place,” and he was 
happy to know that the 311 app 
will have a designated spot for 
reporting illegal units this coming 
December, when short-term rental 
units must be registered with the 
city, and over 1,500 apartments 
are expected to go back on the 
market after this takes effect. 

However, the council also 
learned that several short-term 
rental operators are negatively 
impacted by this ordinance and are 
not happy about the rules being 
out into place. One such opera-
tor, who did not want to divulge 
the name of her company, told 
the council that she believes they 
“completely missed the mark” 
with the ordinance. While she said 
she agrees that de facto hotels and 
master leases are not the way to 
go,” you hurt a lot of people,” she 
told the  council.

She said she believes the coun-
cil “could have met us a quarter of 
the way,” as she believes this ordi-
nance helps “big hotel unions,” 
who were “told to lobby against 
short-term rentals.” She believes 
that operators should be allowed 
to have a “small percentage” of 
the building be short-term rental, 
for example, if there are 10 units 
in the building, one should be 
allowed to be a short-term rental 
unit. This, she believes, would help 
people that own buildings earn 
more revenue.  

“You didn’t hear form any of us 
on the other end,” she said, because 
“we were too scared to talk and 
meet.” She said that when she 
called ISD the other day, nobody 
could answer her questions. “It’s 
extremely sad because you could 
have come up with something that 
didn’t hurt everybody the way you 
did,” she said. She said her compa-
ny operated about 70 short-term 
until in total—both inside and out-
side the city—and never more than 
two units in any building. Due to 
the new ordinance, she said they 
are now down to 30 compliant 
units.”

“We need to continue hearing 
from everyone on this,” Council-
or Wu said. “It’s difficult to make 
decisions that involve tradeoffs,” 

but she said that it is “valuable” to 
hear from people whose lives have 
been affected due to the ordinance. 

Another Airbnb host said that 
her employees are “scared because 
they depend on this income.” She 
also said that this business is not 
easy, and short-term rentals are 
helpful in the medical industry for 
people who need to come into the 
city and stay for a short while near 
a hospital. “I wish you guys could 
listen to the little guys,” she said. 
“Otherwise it’s just going to hurt 
the city and all these people are 
going to lost their jobs and people 
aren’t going to feel welcomed.”

Dion Irish, Inspectional Services 
Department Commissioner, said 
that he’s “happy to report that 
we’re in full enforcement mode.” 
He said that they are staffed and 
have a “great team” in place to 
handle the enforcement of this 
ordinance. “I do want to just note 
that we have folks who have been 
deeply rooted in this market so 
consistent enforcement is going 
to be required in order to get full 
compliance.”

Irish said that since the Sept. 1 
sunset period, enforcement efforts 
have been launched. Prior to that, 
warning notices were issued, but 
that has now turned into the issu-
ance of over 370 fines which Irish 
said amounts to about $75,000 for 
190 properties. About 612 approv-
als have been made so far, but only 
537 registrations have been issued. 
He said the reason for the discrep-
ancy is that some operators have 
not made their payment yet. 

“We’ve had some folks who 
have responded by discontinuing 
their offering on short-term rental 
platforms,” Irish said, and “about 
a dozen operators who have 
requested hearings.” Additionally, 
he said that attorneys are in con-
versation with large operators in 
the city who have been renting out 
units in multiple buildings across 
the city.

“We are currently taking com-
plaints,” and have been for some 
time now, Irish added. He said he 
encourages people to call 311 or 
sent ISD an email with any com-
plaints regarding the short-term 

rental ordinance. 
Edwards said that “this is a 

unique conversation where…when 
we passed this law, it was a heated 
conversation, it was controversial 
at the time, but currently it is the 
law so the debate about whether 
we like it or not is one conversa-
tion. The other one, which is what 
the point of this conversation was, 
is to check in on how it will actu-
ally work…”

She said that she wants to make 
sure that people are aware the as 
of Dec. 1, unregistered units will 
be removed and that “every pos-
sible avenue” is used to make sure 
operators know about this dead-
line.

Edwards also said that she 
believes it’s “important to address 
the argument abut the business 
model and there should have been 
a carveout.” She said that Airbnb 
was meant as a source of addition-
al income for homeowners who 
needed help paying their mort-
gage, not as a small business entity 
where employees traveled around 
the city cleaning up different units 
and preparing them for the next 
guests. “It did become that, and as 
a result for many people, they feel 
very hurt financially by this kind 
of regulation,” Edwards said. “But 
the goal for myself and for many 
of my colleagues was to bring it 
back to the original goal of side 
income…”

She said that Airbnb and other 
short-term rentals were not intend-
ed to support a business model 
that she does not feel “has been 
thoroughly vetted by the commu-
nity,” but she said she does believe 
that warrants a separate conversa-
tion to see what that type of small 
business model might look like in 
Boston, and how it could be regu-
lated. “It may not be in this ordi-
nance,” she said, but that does not 
mean it cannot ever exist.

This ordinance passed by the 
city was not meant to target these 
small business owners, Edwards 
continued, “because of the abuse 
of other large entities and down-
right attacks on my colleagues 
from Airbnb, there was a response 
that was necessary from the City 
of Boston,” she said. She said she 
looks forward to working wit 
everyone involved with this issue, 
and though the law is in place, 
the city will continue to check in 
with the community about how it 
is working. “I have felt that we’ve 
grown and will will grow and do 
better,” she said. “This conversa-
tion is not over.”

THANK YOU BOSTON!
for letting us serve all your beverage needs since 1936

Monday - Saturday | 9AM-11PM
Sunday | 12-8PM

ENJOY OUR YEAR LONG WINE SALE
Take 20% OFF any 6 bottles of wine

(sale items excluded)

HUNTINGTON WINE & SPIRITS
Across from the YMCA
301 Huntington Ave.

(just minutes away on the Green Line)
Delivery Available  617.536.0164

Experience Boston’s Best Kept Secret...

HUNTINGTON 
WINE 

& SPIRITS

Short-term rentalS (from pg. 1)

The Independent 
Newspaper Offices 

will be closed 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 
28th and Friday, Nov. 29th

The deadline for 
Thanksgiving week 

issues is Friday, Nov. 22
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Call or Email today to set up your Holiday campaign
Deb DiGregorio - deb@thebostonsun.com

781-485-0588 x 101
Sioux - charlestownads@hotmail.com  

781-485-0588 x125

 

Neighborhood Shopping Guide…

4” wide x 5” tall full color ads 

Running dates: 

 All publications through 
December 31

Any 2 weeks - $200 per week 

The Boston Sun
Our readers should be your customers

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

What better way to celebrate 
the impending release of Sony Pic-
tures rendering of the classic story 
of ‘Little Women’ than to have a 
tea service in the grand environ-
ment of Boston Public Library’s 

Abbey Room – complete with a 
“visit” from Louisa May Alcott 
herself.  

Many came dressed in peri-
od garb and were treated by a 
new blend of tea from Harney 
and Sons, Little Women Orchard 
House Blend.

‘LITTLE WOMEN’ CELEBRATED AT THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Julie Butters blends into the ornate environment of the Abbey Room.

Educational Consultant with Sony Pictures Rachel Breiman holds a new 
tea being released by world-famous tea maker Harney and Sons: Little 
Women Orchard House Blend.

Shown above, Liliana Konvracki enjoys some tea in the 
opulent Abbey Room.

Sarah Hoskins listens to Jan Turnquist speak 
about Louisa May Alcott.

Margaret Harter enjoys some finger sandwiches 
while listening to Louisa May Alcott, played by 
Jan Turnquist, speak.

Rayne O’Malley, dressed for the 19th Century evening, 
gets some tea from the ample offerings.

June Xie came dressed in early 19th Century dress 
to celebrate all things Louisa May Alcott.

Mary and Dinah Benedict share a mother-daughter tea 
service moment and were dressed for the occasion.
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By Lauren Bennett

The Back Bay Architectural 
Commission (BBAC) held their 
monthly meeting on November 
13, where they discussed a signage 
plan for the hotel at 15 Arlington 
St., among other things.

The hotel at 15 Arlington St., 
formerly known as the Taj Hotel, 
is being rebranded as the New-
bury Boston Public Garden. Alfred 
Wojciechowski of CBT Architects 
went through the signage plan, 
saying that they plan on add-
ing a series of monographs along 
the planter walls, as well as cast 
bronze plaques that have the let-
ter “N” on them for the new hotel 
branding that would be recessed 
in each of the planters at the entry 
points, Wojciechowski said. 

The address plaque will be an 
8.5-by-13 inch gold plaque with 
the hotel name etched into it. The 
Arlington Street side of the hotel 

will have a “Leading Hotels of 
the World” plaque as part of the 
business connection for the hotel. 
While the Newbury will be an 
independent hotel, it is part of 
the Leading Hotels of the World 
brand. BBAC Commissioner John 
Christiansen said he doesn’t think 
this is the right spot for this plaque, 
as it may be misleading.

Wojciechowski also said there 
would be “simple silkscreening” 
on the windows, all of which are 
transparent glass.

In addition to the branding 
signage, the existing signage in 
the alley that describes rules and 
regulations for deliveries will be 
replaced, Wojciechowski said. The 
proposal is to replace the sign with 
a newly branded 5-by-51/2-foot 
sign. The sign includes specific 
items and information that was 
selected to be publicly displayed 
in the alley, as there have been sev-
eral concerns regarding the alley 

behind the hotel and issues with 
delivery in the past. The sign will 
be black metal with applied letters, 
Wojciechowski added. 

“The alley is contentious with 
the neighbors,” said Commission-
er Robert Weintraub. “They did 
come to an agreement and the rules 
are displayed on that sign.” It was 

suggested that the sign’s position 
be lowered so it is in line with the 
adjacent door. There will also be 
a “No Smoking Within 20 Feet” 
sign in the alley as well. 

Mike Scanlon of Emmanuel 
Church, a nearby neighbor, said he 
is “100 percent behind this. I think 
it’s a great improvement for our 

block.”
The BBAC voted to approve the 

signage plan as presented with the 
proviso that the sign be dropped to 
line up with the doorway.

103-105 Newbury St.
At 103-105 Newbury St., 

(BBAC Pg. 11)

April Callahan 
april.callahan@compass.com 
847.971.7273April Callahan 
april.callahan@compass.com 
847.971.7273

COMPASS IS A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Nancy W Olson T         Vance, William J 255 Beacon St #32            $720,000
Martheswaran, Solamuthu   Clecastle LLC 259 Beacon St #71            $750,000
Cicirelli, Elisha       Natali RT               160 Commonwealth Ave #707 $1,045,000
Kopalle, Praveen      Napier, Lidia B 184 Commonwealth Ave #52  $1,025,000
35 Commonwealth Ave 3 NT   35 Comm Ave Associates 35 Commonwealth Ave #3       $14,000,000
Wilson, Leah Rodriguez, Miguel     328 Dartmouth St #11      $630,000
Fernandez, Conor Heroman, Robert        46 Dartmouth St #3          $1,264,500
Cullinane, Jennifer Zindars, Katharine C 240 Marlborough St #4A       $850,000
Zhang, Yanli Snyder, Eric 320 Marlborough St #3       $1,350,000

BEACON HILL
Buckler, Andrew J       Adamslund FT         32 Hancock St #3B         $1,420,000
Evergreen PT          Columbia RT            69 Hancock St                $6,550,000
Larkin, Dana M 2 Hawthorne Pl 2-10R 2 Hawthorne Pl #10R         $555,000
Marciano, Wendolli B Castle, Emily 49 Revere St #1                $435,000
Hatfield, Mark G       Davide A Molho 2011 RET  56 W Cedar St                 $3,250,000

SOUTH END
Newman, Benjamin L Gazelle, Orhan C       17 Appleton St #2          $1,199,000
Joyce, Christopher J    Weiss, Alexander G       30 Appleton St #1         $1,130,000
Potts, Philip            Sokolski, Andrew 90 Broadway #4D              $990,000
SIB RT                  Belknap, Gloria D    60 Chandler St #1              $1,030,000
47 Huntington Owner LLC CPF Copley Owner LLC 47-51 Huntington Ave          $66,000,000
Mark D Caesar INT       Select 20 Isabella St 20 Isabella St #1           $1,795,000
Tsai, Ernest T Tsai, Andy 90 Gainsborough St #303E    $300,000
Elfland, Samantha L Kolligian, Koren 535 Harrison Ave #A506       $950,000
Friedler, Evan           Kelly, Mary B 402 Marlborough St #3       $1,451,000
2002 Lanita C Scott RET  Yang, Jihong           406 Marlborough St #4        $1,550,000
Stein, Jared            Gibble, Richard 512 Massachusetts Ave #5     $680,000
Chen, Qiaoai            Berc, Brent A         652 Massachusetts Ave #1     $740,000
Fine, Daniel E        Grossman, Michaels    255 Shawmut Ave #1      $1,495,000
Mountain Pass Holdings 23 Symphony Road LLC 23 Symphony Rd               $4,000,000
Heap FT                 Herritt, Scott       99 Waltham St #1             $1,522,000
Inglis, Myron         Ramstrom, William D 1 Worcester Sq #3            $799,000
JCG Investemnts LLC Gardnlite T         33 Worcester St #3         $561,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Shebani, Ali               Landergan Walter L Est  2 Avery St #23G              $1,300,000
Anastasio, Andrea L Horowitz, Steven       2 Battery Wharf #2508       $1,750,000
Bedford Ave Boston RE 99 Bedford Corp 99 Bedford St                $50,250,000
Bacon, Mathew D Livingston, Janet A 386 Commercial St #2C     $570,000
Cooper FT          Conroy, Tyler         1 Franklin St #2206           $1,300,000
Vecb 7 LLC MT 5201 LLC 1 Franklin St #5201           $3,650,000
Zuo, Weiping Oh, Joohyun 449-463 Washington St #5C      $770,000
Shebani, Ali           Landy, Joerg 580 Washington St #1214        $950,000

News Briefs

bbAC approves signage plan for Newbury hotel, denies PNC bank facade on boylston St.

HUNDREDS OF 
VOLUNTEERS KICK 
OFF HOLIDAY SEASON 
FOOD DRIVE

Many hands made quick work 
last Thursday of unloading thou-
sands of meals at the Greater Bos-
ton Food Bank’s annual Chain of 
Giving event to feed families in time 
for Thanksgiving. Mayor Martin 
Walsh and other officials formed a 
human chain with more than 200 
other volunteers who transferred 
turkeys from the food bank’s load-
ing dock to its 6,000-square-foot 
freezer. “Hunger in the United 
States is an immoral act,” State 
Treasurer Deborah Goldberg said. 
“It doesn’t belong here.”

BACK BAY 
HAPPENINGS

•NABB NNUAL CHRISTMAS 
TREE SALE:

The NABB Annual Christmas 
Tree Sale will take place on Satur-
day, Dec. 7, and Sunday, Dec. 8, at 
the Clarendon Street Playground 
and will feature fresh cut Balsam 
Fir trees from Maine. Local deliv-
ery will be available. Proceeds from 
the sale benefit the Friends of the 
Clarendon Street Playground and 
the Neighborhood Associa-tion of 
the Back Bay. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nabbonline.com or 
call 617-247-3961.

•The next NABB Police Panel/
Public Safety Forum will take place 
from 6 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 25 in the 
sanctuary of the First Church of 

Boston, 66 Marlbor-ough St. For 
more information, please feel free 
to email Charles Neckyfarow at 
pub-licsafety@nabbonline.com.

•Copley Tree Lighting  Dec. 2
The Boston Parks and Recre-

ation Department and The Friends 
of Copley Square welcome the 
holidays with the annual Copley 
Square Tree Lighting on Monday, 
Dec. 2, starting at 5 p.m. This free 
event will feature appearances by 
NECN’s Jenny Johnson, Santa 
Claus, and Rudolph along with 
musical performances by vocal-
ist Alexus Lee, the Voices Boston 
Children’s Chorus, the Boston 
Pops Brass Quintet, a duet featur-
ing Bos-ton Police Officers Kim 
Tavares and Stephen McNulty, 
and Berklee College of Music’s 
own Sam Robbins. Light refresh-
ments will be provided by Drake’s 
Cakes, HP Hood LLC, and attend-
ees are invited to stop by the Fios 
Treat Truck to enjoy baked goods 
com-pliments of Verizon Fios. The 
Fairmont Copley Plaza will host a 
family reception im-mediately fol-
lowing for all in attendance.  The 
reception will include cookie dec-
orating, photos with Santa and 
treats from the Fairmont Copley 
Plaza. For more information, call 
(617) 635-4505 or go to www.bos-
ton.gov/parks.

SOUTH END DATES
•t's time to decorate the Ellis 

for the holidays. The Ellis South 
End Neighborhood As-sociation is 

(News Briefs, Pg. 13)
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DOES YOUR BIG BANK MAKE YOU FEEL SMALL?
SWITCH TO EBSB, IT’S A NO BRAINER!
OPEN ANY NEW EBSB PERSONAL 
CHECKING ACCOUNT & EARN UP TO

$100*

800.657.3272    EBSB.com
*Bonus offer only available for accounts opened between September 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019 at any of our branches. Minimum deposit to open 
any new checking account is $50. Receive $50 cash bonus when you have 2 recurring direct deposits within 60 days of account opening. Receive another 
$50 when you enroll in online banking and make at least three online bill payments within 60 days of account opening. In order to receive the bonuses, 
the account must remain open in the eligible product type at the time of bonus payout. In addition, the account must have a positive balance at the 
time of bonus payment. Bonus is considered interest and will be reported to IRS on Form 1099-INT. If multiple accounts are opened with the same 
signer(s), only one account will be eligible for the bonuses. Bonus payments will be credited to your account within 90 days of account opening if the 
above conditions are met. Primary customer on the account is only eligible for bonus offers once ($100 maximum). **Free gift is awarded when account 
is opened. EBSB reserves the right to substitute a gift of similar value. In the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the 
gift value on form 1099-INT. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask representative for details.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Member FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

PLUS, GET YOUR CHOICE OF A FREE GIFT WHEN 
YOU OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT!**

Mobile Banking, People 
Pay and Check Deposit

Online Banking, Bill Pay 
and  e-Statements

Instant issue EBSB  
ATM/VISA® check card

Access to Allpoint® network with 
your EBSB ATM/VISA® check card

By Seth Daniel

The Abbey Group will begin 
demolishing the former Boston 
Flower Exchange building on 
Albany Street in the South End 
this month, quickly making way 
for a groundbreaking on their first 
building.

In a letter to neighbors, the com-
pany announced that they planned 
to begin fencing off and discon-
necting utilities at the sprawling, 
one-story Flower Exchange. Once 
that is completed, they said they 
would begin demolition.

“Beginning later this month, the 
demolition of the existing structure 
at 540 Albany St. will commence,” 
read the letter. “This will include 
fencing in the site and disconnect-

ing all utilities to the building. We 
anticipate that work will be con-
ducted during normal business 
hours, and in accordance with local 
restrictions. After the site is ready, 
the demolition is complete and our 
preparatory work is in order, we 
will break ground on the first of the 
four buildings that will comprise 
Exchange South End’s campus.”

The Abbey Group did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comments on the milestone for 
the massive commercial project, 
which is still being marketed as a 
“state-of-the-art life sciences and 
technology campus.”

The first building on the campus 
will be a 12-story, 450,000 square-
foot office/laboratory building 
that will also contain a communi-

ty space, street-level retail spaces 
and underground parking. The 
first phase will also feature the 
construction of the Albany Green 
open space – a one-acre green 
space in the center of the devel-
opment. Other neighborhood 
improvements are also to be part 
of the first phase.

Abbey Group also announced 
that Suffolk Construction would 
be the general contractor, bring-
ing the huge construction firm in 
control of large developments on 
both sides of Albany Street – the 
other being The Smith by Leggat 
McCall.

Cory Belculfine, a 12-year res-
ident of the South End, and his 
team will oversee and manage the 
construction of this project.

Abbey Group set to begin demo of 
Flower Exchange to begin this monthhome of Simon Pearce glassware, 

Derek Rubinoff of Rubinoff 
Architects presented a proposal 
for the installation of a patio and 
dining area in front of the proper-
ty to “make some better use of the 
existing concrete plaza,” he said. 

The issue with this property is 
the fairly steep slope that currently 
exists on the concrete, which does 
not make it conducive to putting 
tables and chairs out for eating 
and drinking.

Rubinoff proposed a curb that 
is close to the color of the existing 
concrete with a black iron fence, 
and to build a raised area to put 
18 seats. The propose was to have 
the curb be 6 inches above the 
concrete pad and the patio to be 
1 foot, 6 inches up from the pres-
ent street in order to level it out 
enough to put tables and chairs. 

BBAC member Jerome 
CooperKing said that Parish Cafe 
on Boylston Street has a similar 
patio design, which he described 
as “awkward.” He suggested that 
the edge be softened with some 
planters. 

The Commission as a whole 
seemed concerned that the patio 
is elevated off the street and other 
patios on the street are at grade.

Sue Prindle of the Neighbor-
hood Association of the Back Bay 
said she was “very pleased” with 
the Commission’s concern about 
the height of the patio.

There was also discussion about 
proposed window signage for the 
cafe area. Several designs were 
shown, and the Commission pre-
ferred the one where the letters 
were smaller and the name of the 
cafe—Revival Cafe + Kitchen—sat 
higher up in the window. Rubinoff 
said the sign would be placed 
inside the location and would be 
finished on both sides. 

The BBAC decided to approve 
the patio with the provisos that 
details will go to staff about 
adjusting the grade for the patio 
(slope it as much as possible down 
towards the sidewalk), the curb be 
kept as detailed in the design, and 
planters will be placed around the 
patio with all finishes and details 
also worked out with staff. Addi-
tionally, they approved the sign in 
concept but details will be worked 
out with staff to create a sign that 
is more fitting for the space. 

731 boylston St.
The former Pizzeria Uno at 731 

Boylston St. will become home 
to the Boston flagship location of 
PNC Bank.

As one of the first branches 
in the Boston area, PNC Bank is 
“very excited” about this location, 
according to a representative for 
the bank who presented the pro-

posal. He proposed a “full facade 
rehabilitation at the street level,” 
removing the stained wood from 
Pizzeria Uno, but retaining the 
main entrance to the building. He 
proposed recladding the building 
in a fiber cement product in char-
coal gray and white. The existing 
precise of the building will remain 
in the center, he added. 

Additionally, the representative 
proposed new awnings that are 
raised up from current awnings 
for more light and visibility into 
the branch. The existing patio is 
expected to remain, he said, but be 
refinished. He said that PNC hopes 
to use the space to conduct more 
informal business with clients, but 
the BBAC didn’t seem to think 
this was a good idea. CooperK-
king said that without the seating, 
the bank would be “a little more 
approachable” from the outside. 

“As a new brand opportunity 
in the city, this is an opportunity 
to set yourself apart,” said BBAC 
Chair Kathleen Connor. “It lacks 
a sophistication,” she added. “You 
can do so much more.”

While Jerome CooperKing and 
many other commissioners agreed 
that the proposed design was “bet-
ter than what’s there now,” they 
agreed that more time spent on a 
design that fits better with the fab-
ric of the area would be beneficial. 
“I think we’d like you to come 
back,” CooperKing said. “Take a 
look at what’s on the block,” he 
told the representative.  

Several commissioners were 
also concerned about the stark 
white fiber cement against the 
existing precast—they were wor-
ried it might make the precast look 
dirty because it would be nearly 
impossible to match the colors 
exactly. The representative said 
that the dark-over-white colors are 
a part of the brand identity.

“It’s such an important brand 
and piece of the block,” Connor 
said. “We would appreciate you 
coming back with an elevated pre-
sentation that still represents the 
brand.”

“It would look better if you had 
the dark gray going all the way 
down,” Christiansen said. The cur-
rent proposal calls for a charcoal 
gray strip across the top with  the 
logo on top of it, and then white 
underneath it going down to the 
sidewalk level. “You should design 
a whole new storefront,” he added. 

The BBAC agreed to deny this 
proposal without prejudice, mean-
ing the applicant can return with 
a different proposal. They want 
the applicant to come back with a 
“more integral design that makes 
it feel like the bank has more pres-
ence on the street.”

BBAC (from pg. 10)



PA G E  1 2 N o v E m b E r  2 1 ,  2 0 1 9T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FUNDRAISER FOR SOUTH END SOCCER NOV. 14

Photos by Keiko Hiromi

The Sky’s The Limit fundraiser 
for South End Soccer took place 
at Yotel in the Seaport district on 
Thursday, Nov. 14. The fundraiser 
included the celebration honor-
ing State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz 
for 2019 Community Champion 
Award, Carolyn MacNeil, Matt 
Foscato and Lorena Ochoa-Mo-
rales for Shining Star Awards, 
and a scholarship presentation for 
Djara Luis.

More than 100 guests, includ-
ing State Rep. Jon Santiago, State 
Rep. Chynah Tyler, and State 
Sen. Sonia Chang-Díaz, attended 
the festivities.

Seen above: Gerd Schmieta, Peter Raif and Beth 
Schmieta.

Seen to the left: Kristen Tabia and Amal Tharyan.

State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz (center) receiving 2019 Community Champion Award during 
SKY”S THE LIMIT fundraiser for South End Soccer. Seen from L-R are Carolyn MacNeil, 
co-founder of South End Soccer, President Caroline Foscato, Michlewitz, Cailynne and State 
Rep. Chynah Tyler.

Auston Dobson, of South End 
Soccer, and State Sen. Sonia 
Chang-DÌaz.

Caroline Foscato, president of South End Soccer, Austin Dobson, South 
End Soccer, Ethan Goldman, of Boston Scores and Scholarship recipient 
Djara Luis.

Kathryn Saunders, Roxbury YMCA, Faisa Sharif, City of Boston, and 
Carolyn MacNeil, co-founder of South End Soccer.

Kerrin MacNeil, Carolyn MacNeil (Shining Star Award recipient), Evan Foscato, Matt Foscato (Shining Star Award recipient), Nicholas Foscato, 
President Caroline Foscato, Lorena Ochoa-Morales (Shining Star Award recipient), and Ashley Munguia.
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sponsoring the annual wreath dec-
orating day and will be hanging 
250 wreaths in the neighborhood 
on Saturday, Nov. 23, starting at 
9 a.m. We will provide you with 
the wreaths, bows and zip ties! 
All wreaths will be hung on the 
lamp posts at eye level. No lad-
der is involved. We just need you! 
This is a great way to spend time 
with your friends and meet your 
neighbors you may not know. Vol-
unteers throughout the Ellis will 
pitch in and we hope you will too 
by signing up below. This is a great 
event for all ages. Bring your fam-
ily and friends, or maybe you have 
a student who needs to do some 
community service work. All are 
welcomed. Join us at the Buttery on 
Clarendon Street at 8:30 a.m. who 
will be providing complimentary 
coffee and sweets before we start 
or meet us out front at 9 a.m. for 
your wreath hanging assignment! 
This event will take place snow 
or shine so dress appropriately! 

Please email us at info@ellisneigh-
borhood.org with any questions.

•STITCH AND TICKLE AND 
THE VINTAGE GARDEN PRE-
MIERE NEW SHOPS IN SOWA

Stitch and Tickle, a shop focused 
on handmade leather goods and 
accessories, and The Vintage Gar-
den, a garden boutique and gallery, 
are pleased to announce their new 
shop locations in SoWa. Stitch and 
Tickle Studio|Store features hand-
made leather goods, de-signed by 
artist Sophie Truong, made one-
by-one in her studio using only the 
highest quality leather. Her shop 
also offers a curated collection of 
distinctive home accesso-ries and 
fine fashions. Every item Truong 
features is selected and made with 
a concern for quality, limited waste 
and sustainability. Her process of 
creating bags is ap-proached in 
the same way she approaches 
her artwork: intuitive and tactile. 
The leather dictates what the final 
product will be, yet all possess the 

same qualities of being simple, 
beautiful, functional and timeless. 
The Vintage Garden, a garden 
boutique and art and gift gallery by 
renowned floral designer, Cristina 
Lupica, is where modern and vin-
tage come together in a warm and 
beautiful environment. In addition 
to offering beautiful garden design, 
installations and events, The Vin-
tage Garden recently intro-duced 
an exquisite line of hand-crafted 
pottery and home décor. Unique, 
hands-on work-shops led by Cris-
tina, include Brunch and Blooms; 
Orchids for Beginners, Terrari-
um Workshop and many holiday 
inspired workshop events.

•Tremont Street Business Walk: 
On Friday, Nov. 22, there will be 
a walk from 12:30-4:30 p.m.  that 
starts at the corner of Tremont and 
Appleton streets. The city is seek-
ing input from businesses along the 
corridor about curb regulations. 

Starts at the corner of Trem-

ont and Appleton streets, Boston 
02116

What: We want input from 
businesses along the corridor 
about curb regulations.

•There will be an abutter’s meet-
ing for 22 Braddock Park on Nov. 
21, 5:45 p.m. on the premises. The 
new owners propose to confirm 
occupancy as a single-family and 
construct a new rear addition, rear 
deck, and roof deck. The proposal 

also includes extending living space 
into the basement, a rear patio and 
two off-street parking spaces. The 
proposal requires Zoning Board 
approval.

•Union Park Neighborhood 
Association Never Too Early to 
Celebrate Holiday Party

Join your neighbors for an eve-
ning of friendship and celebration 
in advance of the holidays. Enjoy 

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Equal Opportunity Employers. We fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Robb Cohen · Director
46 Gloucester Street, Boston
www.robbcohen.com
Mobile +1-617-962-0142

Do you know your home's value in this market?  
If you are thinking of selling, please call me.

I offer a fresh & global approach. 

THE SKY’S THE LIMIT FUNDRAISER FOR SOUTH END SOCCER NOV. 14

Emily Nelson, Kristen Malerba-Smith, Isabelle Demyttenaere and Monica Cantelli.Crystal Canon, Meg Lindberg, Em Lindberg, Meg Riley and Chris Le.

By Seth Daniel

The final goal has been snuck 
past the goaltender this Fall for 
South End Soccer, and the upstart 
organization is celebrating 11 
strong years and growing num-
bers.

Caroline Foscato, president 
of South End Soccer, said it has 
become hard to believe how pop-
ular the league has become since 
they started it in the Fall of 2008 
with about 30 or 40 kids.

“It’s the case of if you build it, 
they will come,” she said. “We are 
11 years old and serve about 1,200 
kids in and around the neighbor-

hood in our leagues. One thing 
that’s different about us is it’s a free 
program because at our core we 
believe in equity in youth sports, 
which isn’t the norm in the youth 
sports world.”

Foscato said soccer is unique in 
that it doesn’t require a tremen-
dous amount of equipment, but 
being a free league, they do have 
to rely greatly on fundraising and 
donations. They also boast more 
than 70 volunteer coaches, and 
many of them are community 
members who don’t have a child 
participating – but simply want to 
volunteer their time productively. 
That falls in line with the mission 
of equity, she said.

“The real message for us and 
why we think we’re different in a 
really great way is the emphasis on 
equity and relationship building,” 
she said. “We feel at the heart that 
every child should be able to play 
a sport. We don’t think there are 
enough things in the community 
bringing people together. We see 
kids who are neighbors, but may 
go to private school or Metco 
Program schools and they live 
three blocks from each other and 
don’t know each other. When they 
get on a South End Soccer team 
together, suddenly things change 
because they’re on a team together 
and get to know each other.”

The League primarily services 

South End children, but also brings 
in a lot of kids from Roxbury, Chi-
natown and the Fenway – as there 
is no other soccer league in the area 
for those kids. While Fall is their 
largest season, they do have spring 
and summer seasons as well. They 
begin in-house leagues at age 5 and 
support traveling teams all the way 
into the teen-age years. They have 
about 25-30 teams and can often 
see 400 kids on a field, with more 
than 70 volunteer coaches.

Over the last year, the League 
has been working with North-
eastern University to use the new 
Carter Park artificial surface field. 
That brand new field was built to 
service Northeastern club teams 

and South End Soccer. Foscato 
said that partnership has been 
huge for the League, as it allows 
them to use a high-end surface and 
have fewer weather cancellations.

Beyond that, Foscato stressed 
that rather than the competition, 
the League feels that the relation-
ships are what make people come 
in large numbers to play.

“We believe we have a nation-
al model,” said Foscato. “All you 
need really is a ball and it’s a gen-
der-neutral sport. We think the 
community building and equity 
piece is very special.”

Kickin’ it with South End Soccer:  11th Fall season wraps up

News Briefs
From Page 10

(News Briefs, Pg. 14)
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D - 4  P O L I C E  N E W S

HITTIN’ THE 
PAVEMENT

On Tuesday, Nov. 12, at about 
6:33 a.m., police responded to 
Pavement Coffeehouse at 44 
Gainsborough St. for an attempted 
breaking and entering.

Upon arrival, officers observed 
what appeared to be evidence that 
someone had attempted to pry 
open the front door, as well as 
dark-red stains that appeared to be 
dried blood smeared on the out-

ward-facing window pane in the 
door. Beneath the door handle was 
a “pry bar” broken into three piec-
es, although it wasn’t clear if that 
object was used in the attempted 
break-in.

Police then spoke to the store 
manager and the caller, who noti-
fied 9-1-1 after arriving at work 
at around 6 a.m. that day and 
observing damage to the door and 
door frame.

The caller said the evening man-
ager had locked the doors at 9 

p.m. the previous night and report-
ed nothing unusual at that time.

The caller also said the busi-
ness gets bagels delivered around 4 
a.m. each day, but that the delivery 
driver hadn’t reported observing 
anything out of the ordinary.

District 4 detectives were also 
notified of the incident.

FOOD INSPECTORS
On Wednesday, Nov. 13, at 

around 12:10 a.m., an officer 

responded to a radio call for a lar-
ceny at 497 Huntington Ave.

On arrival, police met with the 
victim – a delivery driver for Papa’s 
Place at 682 Huntington Ave. – 
who said he was robbed at around 
11:45 p.m. while attempting to 
deliver food to 497 Huntington 
Ave.

The victim said as he arrived at 
that location, he called the phone 
number provided by the customer 
and then met with the suspects out-
side the apartment complex. When 

the suspects “asked to inspect the 
food before they paid for it,” the 
victim denied their request. The 
suspects then pushed past the 
victim, reached into his vehicle 
and seized the food before fleeing 
inside the apartment complex.

The victim, who declined med-
ical attention at this time, told 
police this was the second time 
theses suspects had robbed him 
during an attempted delivery.

By Seth Daniel

The plans for the Tremont 
Street Re-Design are no secret by 
now, but as many in the South End 
discover them anew, there is some 
trepidation about eliminating a 
lane of traffic on the corridor.

The South End Forum hosted 
Chief of Streets Chris Osgood and 
Stefanie Siskin, who is the project 
manager of the effort, to pres-
ent their latest plans and updates 
– including a business-centered 
walk-through that will take place 
this Friday (starting at noon on 
Appleton/Tremont).

“The big news is on Friday we’ll 
be having a walk with the business 
community on Tremont Street,” 
said Siskin. “We want to hear 
what people think of our ideas for 
how to use the curb. We have some 
bold ideas for that. People may not 
like it, so we’re working with the 
businesses first and then coming to 
the general community.”

Using the curb is defined as what 

spaces are delineated for what uses 
– such as two-hour parking, load-
ing zones, pick-up/drop-off areas 
for ride-shares and bus stops.

Those bold ideas weren’t yet 
shared, but what was on the mind 
of many at the meeting was the 
idea of taking four lanes of traffic 
on Tremont Street down to one 
lane in each direction. The plan 
calls for one lane in either direc-
tion, with enhanced crossings and 
turning lanes (a third lane) at each 
signalized intersection.

David Walker, who lives off 
Tremont Street, said he was very 
concerned that there would be only 
one lane and that buses would tie 
up traffic.

“Other than you’re hatred for 
the car, I don’t understand where 
this plan is going,” he said. “If you 
don’t want cars on Tremont Street, 
you have to improve the public 
transit…If a bus stops in that lane, 
it’s going to back up traffic tremen-
dously.”

Moderator Steve Fox said 
on many occasions that he has 

changed his mind numerous times 
on the two-lane versus four-lane 
situation. He said the arguments 
are good on both sides.

Others were concerned about 
the large emphasis placed on bicy-
cles.

“There is a tremendous weight 
given to bicycles and probably five 
months of the year there are no 
bikes,” said one man. “Yet there is 
this whole infrastructure for bikes. 
An awful lot of people are not 
going to ride bikes.”

Siskin said the main idea for the 
project was for pedestrian safety, 
as there had been many injuries 
with the four-lane configuration 
and even deaths.

“The urgency here is to make 
the crossings better,” she said. 
“They only way to do that is to 
make sure there is one lane coming 
at a time. The bicycle infrastruc-
ture is a great bonus, but the core 
is improving pedestrian safety.”

Osgood said Tremont Street is 
in the top 5 percent of the most 
dangerous streets in Boston for 

many categories. He said this plan 
could change that.

“It is a plan we need in order to 
make it safer for pedestrians and 
we believe the plan we’ve designed 
does that.”

There is no further meetings for 
the general public scheduled aside 
from the business stroll Friday. 
Siskin said there would be general 
meetings scheduled after the first 
of the year.

•TRASH CONTRACT 
GOING WELL

After five months of a new trash 
contractor in the South End – that 
being Capitol Waste – there seems 
to be fewer problems than antici-
pated. The earlier trash pickups 
have also been going well also, 
Public Works officials told the 
South End Forum.

“The intent of picking up earlier 
is to see how do we get trucks in 
and out before the morning rush, 
and then back in and out before 
the afternoon rush,” said Osgood.

He said the South End pickups 

were ending at around 3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesdays and Fridays, thus sub-
jecting trash trucks to rush-hour 
congestion. That has changed sig-
nificantly, he said. 

He said the Tuesday pick-ups 
are ending at 2 p.m. now, and the 
Friday pick-ups at 1 p.m. – saving 
tremendous time.

He said one area that has been 
a problem is Columbus Avenue, 
where the pick-ups are not coming 
before the rush hour.

On the contrary, Public Works’ 
Brian Coughlin said Massachu-
setts Avenue has been a success.

“We are getting the trash trucks 
in and out of there and then clean-
ing the street before the morning 
rush,” he said. “It’s clearly a clean 
neighborhood when you’re driving 
up Mass. Ave. It’s clean at 8 a.m. 
and people don’t see the litter any-
more. Maybe people driving there 
are bringing traffic into our city, 
but at least they can see that it is 
a clean city and people take care.”

businesses, residents have concerns over Tremont Street re-design at Forum

delicious tapas, paella, churros, 
and much more prepared by the 
Masa chef as well as beer, wine, 
and of course, margaritas. The 
party will take place on Thurs-
day, Dec. 5 from 6-9 p.m. at Masa 
Restaurant, 439 Tremont St. This 
party is open to all neighborhood 
residents, businesses, as well as 
guests. NOTE: A limited number 
of drink tickets will be distributed 
at the door. Direct any questions to 
Sue Ann Fox at sueannfox@com-
cast.net.

•Chester Square Neighbors 
monthly meeting will be on Weds., 
Dec. 4.

•The Eight Streets Neighbor-
hood Association will hold its 
annual Holiday Party at the Eagle 
on Tremont Street, Dec. 10. Save 
the date.

•The Blackstone/Franklin 

Neighborhood Association tree 
and wreath sale will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, starting at 9 a.m.

•The next East Berkeley Neigh-
borhood Association meeting 
will be on Tuesday, Dec. 3, at AC 
Hotel.

•The Zoning Board hearing for 
Ming’s Market to expand a ware-
house use to a vacant building at 
148 East Berkeley St. will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 10:30 a.m. 
in City Hall, Room 801

•State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz 
will be hosting his annual Holiday 
Fundraiser and Toy Drive at Wink 
& Nod on Appleton Street in the 
South End on Dec. 5, 5:30 p.m. 
He will also host his final coffee 
hour at Caffe Nero in Downtown 
Crossing on Dec. 7, 10 a.m. to 
noon.

FENWAY TIMES
•The Fenway CDC Friendsgiv-

ing will take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 23 from 2-4 p.m. in the Mor-
ville House Community Room, 
100 Norway St. Join us to kick off 
the holiday season with a free deli-
cious Thanksgiving meal! Enjoy 
live holiday tunes from Berklee 
College and an Artful Meditation 
workshop with friends and neigh-
bors. All are welcome. For inqui-
ries, please contact Jasmine Var-
gas at jvargas@fenwaycdc.org or 
(617) 267-4637 ext. 13.

•Billy Joel to Return in 2020
Last week we announced anoth-

er concert coming to Fenway Park 
in 2020: Billy Joel will make his 
return for the seventh consecutive 
year on Aug. 28, 2020. The news 
comes less than two months after 
closing out our 2019 concert series 
in September.

NEWS BrIEfS
From Page 10

ADvErTISE IN THE boSToN SUN. 
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime 
Storage - Boston Traveler St. 
located at 33 Traveler St., Bos-
ton, MA 02118 intends to hold 
an auction to sell the goods 
stored by the following tenants 
at the storage facility. The sale 
will occur as an online auction 
via www.storagetreasures.
com on 12/9/2019 at 12:00 
PM. Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the contents 
are household goods and fur-
nishings. Curtis M. Babine unit 
#300; David Melendez unit 
#302; Kristen Bransfield unit 
#349; Ian Corbin unit #625; 

Teddy Figueroa unit #636. All 
property is being stored at the 
above self-storage facility. This 
sale may be withdrawn at any 
time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. See 
manager for details.

11/21/19, 11/28/19
BS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime 
Storage - Boston Southampton 
St. located at 100 Southampton 
St., Boston, MA 02118 intends 
to hold an auction to sell the 
goods stored by the following 

tenants at the storage facility. 
The sale will occur as an online 
auction via www.storaget-
reasures.com on 12/9/2019 
at 12:00 PM. Unless stated 
otherwise the description of the 
contents are household goods 
and furnishings. Darcelle L. 
Lavalley unit #3054; Angel 
R. Serrano unit #4140; Alex-
ander Mosher unit #4313. All 
property is being stored at the 
above self-storage facility. This 
sale may be withdrawn at any 
time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. See 
manager for details.

11/21/19, 11/28/19
BS

LEGAL NOTICES
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From the Nov. 20 License board hearing, City Hall:
•LBV HOTEL, LLC. D/B/A:  LOEWS BOSTON HOTEL, 154  BERKELEY St., Back 

Bay. Holder of an Innholder All Alcoholic Beverages License has petitioned to amend the 
description of the licensed business - From: In whole of said building. Includes an outdoor 

seasonal (April October) patio on private property for 90 patrons. To: In whole of said building. 
Including 225 guest rooms/10 floors with one restaurant and bar with 4,000 sf of meeting space. 
Outdoor year-round patio on private property for 90 patrons.

•TIME OUT MARKET (BOSTON) LLC. D/B/A:  TIME OUT MARKET, 401  PARK Dr., 
Fenway. Holder of a Common Victualler 7 Day All Alcoholic Beverages License has petitioned 
to amend the description of the outdoor patio - From: one (1) outdoor seasonal patio terrace on 
private property (April-October) of approximately 4,015 sf with seating for approximately 136 
patrons. To: one (1) outdoor year round patio terrace on private property approximately 4,015 sf 
with seating for approximately 136 patrons.

• NEWBURY SPIRITS LTD. D/B/A:  BAUER WINES, 330 NEWBURY St., Back Bay. Holder 
of a Retail Package Store All Alcoholic Beverages License has petitioned to transfer the license 
from the above - To: SK Wine and Liquors, Inc. d/b/a Bauer Wine & Spirits (at the same location) 
Efdtathios Kesaris, Manager. 11 p.m. Closing Hour.

• JD RESTAURANT GROUP, INC. D/B/A:  SCOOZI, 580  COMMONWEALTH Ave., Bac 
Bay. Holder of a Common Victualler 7 Day Wines, Malt & Liqueurs License has petitioned to 
transfer the license from the above - To: MMIR, LLC d/b/a Shu DaXia Hot Pot (at the same 
location) 3,400 square feet: In one room on ground floor with main dining room and bar seating 
kitchen,office and storage in rear of premises. Leroy Qian Rong Lee, Manager. 11:00 PM Closing 
Hour. Lastly, has petitioned for removal of license condition:1) Alcoholic Beverages to be served 
only in conjunction with meals.

From the Nov. 20 Entertainment Application Hearing, City Hall:
•BOSTON RED SOX, 4 JERSEY STREET, Fenway. APPLICANT: LIVE NATION
REQUESTS:
*FRIDAY, JUNE 19, 2020 THROUGH WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2020 FROM 5:00 P.M. 

UNTIL 10:30 P.M.
*MONDAY, JULY 13, 2020 THROUGH SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020 FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 

10:30 P.M.
*MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020 THROUGH SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020 FROM 5:00 P.M. 

UNTIL 10:30 P.M.
*TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2020 THROUGH FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2020 FROM 5:00 

P.M. UNTIL 10:30 P.M.
*MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 THROUGH MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 

FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 10:30 P.M.

From the Nov. 20 boston Common maintenance Trust Fund (First meeting), City Hall:
Agenda
•Meet and convene for First Meeting
•Swearing-in by City Clerk
•Appointment of Secretary
•Review of the Duties and Responsibilities of the Trustees – Special Municipal Employees
•Open Meetings Law
•Overview of City Trust Funds and Update on the Performance of the Boston Common
•Trust
•Review and Adopt Rules and Regulations
•Set future meeting / agenda

From the Nov. 21 Public Improvements Commission meeting, City Hall rm. 801, 10 a.m.:
•On a joint petition by Stuart Acquisition 12 LLC and Stuart Acquisition 22 LLC for the grant-

ing of an Earth Retention License for the installation of a temporary earth support system within 
the following public ways in Boston Proper: Stuart Street – on its southerly side at address nos. 
212-222, east of Church Street;

Shawmut Street – on its northerly side between Church Street and Cocoanut Grove Lane.
•Citywide – Adoption of a Policy for Climate Resilience – On a joint petition by the Boston 

Planning & Development Agency and the City of Boston Public Works Department. Massachu-
setts Avenue, Boylston Street, Newbury Street; Boston Proper – Widening & Relocation, Specific 
Repairs, Earth Retention License – On a set of joint petitions by S&A P-12 Property LLC and the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation.

•256-260 Newbury St.; Boston Proper – Earth Retention License – On a petition by Chevron 
Partners (d/b/a Maison Newbury LLC).

From the Nov. 26 boston Landmarks Commission meeting, City Hall rm. 900, 4 p.m.:
•Boston Public Library, 700 Boylston Street: Re-paint plaster walls and woodwork at current 

Tea Room (former Boylston Street Driveway/Periodical Room).
•Christian Science Center Complex, 175-235 Huntington Ave.: Installation of five safety bol-

lards at top of spiral ramp at garage exit.
•Christian Science Center Complex, 250 Massachusetts Ave.: Complete final phases of 

restoration work at church dome, drum and cupola; and portico and west façade.

For  Record

By Seth Daniel

In a long and protracted battle 
that has wound its way through 
the state court system, the graffiti 
clad Asian supermarket Ming’s in 
the South End has won a verdict 
that carries a $1.5 million price tag 
at the expense of longtime South-
ender Leo Motsis.

Ming’s Market on the corner 
of Washington and East Berkeley 
streets has long been a thorn in 
the side of the community, with 
neighbors often registering com-
plaints about the graffiti, trash and 
general unsanitary conditions in 
the market, but now the market 
will be a major thorn for Motsis 
(owner of the famous Boston Eagle 
on Tremont Street) – who leased 
the market warehouse space in a 
building he owns on East Berkeley.

That lease, and the complica-
tions with it, resulted in a nearly 
five-year battle in court that ended 
this month with the written deci-
sion by Appeals Court Judge Peter 
Sacks.

“This case presents the question 
whether a lessor’s material breach 
of a commercial lease permits the 
lessee both to recover lost prof-

its due to lost use of the premises 
and to obtain an order for specific 
performance of the lease provi-
sion requiring the lessor to make 
structural repairs,” read the deci-
sion. “After a Superior Court jury 
trial and the judge’s resolution of 
the parties’ … claims, a judgment 
awarding both forms of relief 
entered for the lessee, the defen-
dant and plaintiff in counterclaim, 
Ming’s Supermarket, Inc. (Ming’s), 
against the lessor, the plaintiff and 
defendant in counterclaim, Leo J. 
Motsis… We conclude that, in the 
circumstances of this case, such 
relief was proper. We also reject 
Motsis’s challenge to the judge’s 
findings in favor of Ming’s…and 
we see no merit in Motsis’s various 
claims of trial error. We thus affirm 
the judgment.”

That led to a doubling of the 
original jury verdict of $795,000 
in damages, bringing the final 
verdict just north of $1.5 mil-
lion – and that doesn’t count the 
attorney’s fees for Ming’s, which 
the judge also found that Motsis 
should have to pay.

The background on the case 
was that the troubled supermarket 
was located adjacent to Motsis’s 
vacant building – which years ago 

was a parking garage. The super-
market needed warehouse space, 
and there was a common wall that 
allowed them access to Motsis’s 
building. In 1999, they entered 
into a 10-year and five month lease 
starting on Jan. 1, 2000. The lease 
contained two, 10-year extension 
options, giving Ming’s the space 
until 2030 potentially.

The trouble was that the lease 
called for Motsis to make all struc-
tural repairs, and it also gave them 
the right of first refusal if there was 
an offer to buy the building from 
Motsis. A final difficulty was that 
the use of a warehouse was not 
permitted in the zoning for the 
area – making it an illegal use. 
Even without the zoning permis-
sion, Ming’s used the space as an 
illegal use through 2015.

That’s when all went wrong.
During a freezing cold day 

in one of the worst winters on 
record, a sprinkler pipe burst in the 
building. That brought the City’s 
Inspectional Services Department 
(ISD) out to the building, where 
they found numerous structural 
damages, code violations and the 
zoning problem. That led Ming’s 
to have to move out of the ware-
house, and while they made some 

repairs, they contended that the 
majority should be made by Mot-
sis.

He disagreed, saying they 
caused the damages.

Ming’s stopped paying rent 
(which was around $20,000 per 
month) in May 2015, and that’s 
where the lease issues started.

A jury in Suffolk Superior 
Court sided with Ming’s in August 
2017, and awarded the damages 
to Ming’s. Motsis appealed, and 
now has lost that battle despite 
numerous claims to have a new 
trial, including a contesting of the 
verdict slip in the 2017 trial.

In one telling statement within 
Judge Sacks’s decision, the court 
felt that Motsis was simply trying 
to apply pressure so that Ming’s 
would walk away from the deal 
and he could sell the building free 
and clear.

“Specifically, Motsis acknowl-
edged that it would have taken 
him two years to recoup, via rent-
al payments, the approximately 
$500,000 cost of the repairs, and 
although Motsis denied that this 
was any part of his motive for 
not wanting to perform them, 
the judge could have disbelieved 
that testimony,” read the deci-

sion. “There was evidence that the 
lease rent was considerably below 
market value, that the lease was 
in effect until 2020 at which time 
Ming’s had an option to renew it 
for another 10 years, that

Motsis wished to sell the prem-
ises, and that he ‘wanted both 
parties to just walk away from 
the lease,’ which would allow the 
premises to be sold unencumbered.

The judge further stated that it 
could have reasonably been found 
that Motsis hoped to attempt to 
induce Ming’s to breach the con-
tract, which would give him a 
good reason to terminate it. That 
would give him the ability to get 
out of a very low-rent lease that 
was in effect for many years, the 
judge wrote.

Meanwhile, with the case decid-
ed and moving to the background, 
Ming’s has filed with the Zoning 
Board to certify the zoning as a 
warehouse, a move that has gar-
nered significant community oppo-
sition in the East Berkeley Neigh-
borhood Association (EBNA). 
That hearing date is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at City Hall.

Expensive verdict:  Appeals Court rules in favor of ming’s market
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Exclusive Marketing Agent for Four Seasons Private Residences, One Dalton Street, Boston 

     172 NEWBURY STREET  •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM • 617.236.0711

20 ROWES WHARF #707 
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,188 SQFT 

$2,100,000

250 BEACON ST #17/19 
4 Beds | 4f  2h Baths | 4,150 SQFT 

$6,900,000 

142 CHESTNUT ST #7 
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 3,463 SQFT 

$3,995,000

776 BOYLSTON ST #E9A 
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 3,519 SQFT 

$12,500,000 MANDARIN ORIENTAL 

Open Sunday 

12
:0

0 - 
1:3

0

4 JOY ST #I 
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 2,754 SQFT 

$4,950,000 
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