
By Seth Daniel

A unique vision often sounds 
foolhardy at the time, and it’s just 
so for the Laconia Lofts building 
between Washington Street and 
Harrison Avenue in the South End 
– a building build on what was the 
“risky” edge of the neighborhood 
20 years ago, and is now one of the 
most celebrated addresses in the 
heart of today’s South End.

Laconia Lofts was the vision 
of developer Jack McLaugh-
lin, but was designed by David 
Hacin, current president of Hacin 
+ Associates – a firm still located 
on Harrison Avenue. At the time, 
in 1999, Washington Street and 
Harrison Avenue didn’t have a 
SoWa Market, nor did they have 
unique residential buildings lining 
the thoroughfare – and Peters Park 
wasn’t the dog-friendly, kid-friend-

ly enclave it is today.
In a time when artist housing 

came in old buildings or rehabili-
tated buildings, Laconia was one 
of the first new construction build-
ings for artists in a long time – and 
it was happening in a part of the 
South End that was not well-estab-
lished.

“Laconia was a big deal when it 
happened,” said Hacin this week, 
ahead of what is to be a spectac-
ular exhibit at Laconia over the 
next two months and an opening 
celebration this Friday, Dec. 6. 
“There were a few buildings with 
artists down here, but it was a lot 
of parking lots and abandoned 
gas stations and auto body shops. 
The 20 years has gone by quickly. 
Without the Ink Block and all the 
development around it, Laconia 
back then seemed so much on the 
edge when built, but is now much 

more in the middle of things. It’s 
so interesting how the community 
has changed.”

McLaughlin was originally 
from British Columbia and came 
to Boston to attend Harvard Uni-
versity, then stayed on as a devel-
oper. Hacin said McLaughlin had a 
great vision for the area back when 
it was still under-developed, and 
thought that housing for artists 
was a great undertaking – some-
thing that today is still a housing 
priority in the city. McLaughlin 
was a caring developer, Hacin said, 
often sitting down with artists and 
filling out bank forms so they 
could get a mortgage at Laconia. It 
was an undertaking that was more 
than just a building built to turn a 
profit.

“It was his vision and not my 
vision,” said Hacin, who has lived 
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council to vote on new South end Landmarks appointees

20 years: Laconia Lofts building goes 
from the edge to the heart of the South end
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Haidyn Redmond, Nicole Bartholomew, and Neeharika Chanda take a 
photo with the illuminated Copley Square Holiday Tree before ducking 
inside the Langham Hotel for cocoa and refreshments on Monday, Dec. 
2. The Friends of Copley Square and the City’s Parks Department – 
along with many happy holiday revelers – braved the elements to light 
the tree this year come what may. Last year, torrential rain postponed 
the lighting of the tree, and no one was about to let that happen again.

By Lauren Bennett

As the holiday season approaches 
and parties and celebrations fill the 
calendar, it’s easy to get overwhelmed 
when choosing which alcoholic bev-
erages to bring or serve. Steve Rubin 
of Huntington Wine & Spirits aims 
to make the choice a simple one. The 
family-owned liquor store has been 
in business for over 83 years, provid-
ing customer service and a wide vari-

ety of products to the Symphony and 
Northeastern University area. 

The Sun sat down with Rubin to 
create a buying guide for holiday 
beverages. “There are many choic-
es out there to meet everyone’s pal-
ate and budget,” Rubin said.

Wine
According to Rubin, most peo-

ple drink red wines in the winter, 

(Winter Beverages, Pg. 3)

By Lauren Bennett

The South End Landmark Dis-
trict Commission (SELDC) could 

see some new faces soon. A slate of 
new candidates for the South End 
Landmark District Commission 
was presented to the City Council 

at its weekly hearing on Nov. 20, 
but a meeting has not been held 
yet, which will activate their terms.

(seLDc, Pg. 3)
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QUIET PEACE:  A solitary woman and her dog quietly stroll through an empty Peters Park in the South 
End on Tuesday afternoon during the height of the season’s first snowstorm. The long-duration snow event 
dropped only about seven inches of snow on the neighborhood, but lasted more than 24 hours before it sub-
sided. It was the beginning to what many professionals believe will be a long and drawn-out snow season this 
winter.
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WE ARE DRINKING, 

DRUGGING, EATING,               

AND STRESSING OURSELVES

 TO DEATH

Okay, we know it is the holiday season -- a time for good cheer and 
all that.

But the results of a report issued last week by the Centers for Disease 
Control reveal a disturbing and dangerous pattern in the United States: 
The life expectancy of the average American has declined in the past few 
years, reversing the general trend of the past 130 years of an increase in 
our collective longevity.

Although the decline in life expectancy has been most acute in poorer 
parts of the country, it cuts across all socio-economic groups.

There are many specific causes that the researchers point to as con-
tributing to the downward trend, such as the opioid crisis, which tragi-
cally has cut short the lives of tens of thousands of our fellow  Americans 
in the past decade.

There also has been an increase in the use --  and abuse -- of alcoholic 
beverages, which have been labeled a Class 1 carcinogen by the World 
Health Organization.

Our poor eating habits also play a large role in shortening our lives.
As a recent article in The New York Times noted, “Obesity is a signif-

icant part of the story. The average woman in America today weighs as 
much as the average man half a century ago, and men now weigh about 
30 pounds more. Most people in the United States are overweight -- an 
estimated 71.6% of the population ages 20 and older, according to the 
CDC. That figure includes the 39.8% who are obese, defined as having 
a body mass index of 30 or higher in adults (18.5 to 25 is the normal 
range). Obesity is also rising in children; nearly 19% of the population 
ages 2 to 19 is obese.”

The ads for fast-food restaurants, primarily shown during college 
football games, that show those close-up photos of tantalizing dou-
ble-bacon cheeseburgers topped with onion rings, are an open invitation 
to heart disease, cancer, and diabetes.

Although the researchers note these cause-specific reasons for many 
early deaths in the U.S., the statistics suggest that there is something 
more going on that is not readily-apparent. 

Depression and loneliness have risen at alarming rates. It is said that 
loneliness is as bad for our physical health as smoking two packs of 
cigarettes per day.

The national suicide rate -- the ultimate expression of depression and 
despair -- has risen alarmingly by 30 percent in the past decade. Even 
if we do not commit that ultimate act of ending our lives quickly, our 
lifestyles are contributing to our shorter national life span.

So here’s our holiday message:
Don’t drink -- and certainly don’t do drugs -- and watch what you eat. 
But most important, get together with your friends, family, neighbors, 

and co-workers. Isolation is bad for our health, and just as we have to 
make an effort to exercise and eat right, we also have to make an effort 
to get out of our homes and socialize.

It truly is a matter of life -- or death.

in Laconia since it opened in 2000. 
“He really had a vision when I 
think back to all the things he said 
20 years ago that came true.”

But unfortunately, McLaugh-
lin died a few weeks short of the 
building opening, and that left 
a huge hole in the project. Many 
of the early residents, like Hacin, 
found themselves moving in and 
also finishing the building. Many 
residents laid down carpet in the 
hallways, installed lighting, and 
completed other punch-list tasks 
– and it was something that might 
have been frustrating, but ended 
up knitting together the commu-
nity.

“We all had to come together 
and finish the building ourselves 
as we moved in,” he said. “It was 
a way of building community 
because we had to work together 
to complete Jack’s vision.”

That vision also included some 
great architecture that has stood 
the test of time – and that is to the 
credit of Hacin.

He said he took on the project 
five years into the start of his com-
pany, and though it was risky, he 
felt it was a chance to showcase 
what they were capable of doing. 
Having moved from Union Park 
to 500 Harrison Ave. around the 
same time, he was familiar with 
the neighborhood and the changes 
some were trying to make.

Hacin said he designed the 
building purposefully to emulate 
two faces – in industrial ware-
house feel to the Harrison Avenue 
side, and the tower side on Wash-
ington Street to pay homage to the 
Back Bay and other parts of the 
South End.

“The SoWa area was the musi-
cal instrument manufacturing dis-
trict in the early 1900s,” he said. 
“There were large industrial build-
ings marked by towers. The idea 
was to riff a little on that.”

Another distinctive piece was 
the use of red brick and light brick 
– the red brick being used histori-
cally in the warehouse areas, and 
the light brick being used in places 
like the Pine Street Inn. 

“It was unusual at the time,” he 
said. “The banding wrapped around 
and unified the whole thing.” 
Hacin also said he believes the 
building has stood the test of time 
because of the relaxed atmosphere 
(there are no traditional apartment 
building amenities), it’s tight com-
munity – and design-wise – it’s use 
of brick.

“We are very concerned with 
buildings that are contemporary 

and also contextual and well craft-
ed,” he said. “There are a lot of 
buildings going up with panels 
now. I think that one of the things 
we’ve done is tried to build with 
traditional Boston materials like 
brick and that has helped us to 
hold up to time. I always say in 
100 years I want people to fight for 
the preservation of our buildings.”

One fun fact, he said, is that the 
view from the tower of Laconia 
lines up perfect with the thin edge 
of the new John Hancock Tower.

“That was a happy accident,” 
he said. “I knew it was possible, 
but the fact we nailed it was a 
happy accident.”

Hacin and those in Laconia 
invite everyone to rejoice in that 
and other happy accidents – and 
happy times – this Friday, Dec. 
6, at 5:30 p.m. in Laconia. The 
exhibit on the 20th anniversary will 
stay up for two months.

Laconia Lofts architect David Hacin of Hacin + Associates – in the 
South End – stands in front of the original model for the 20-year-old 
Laconia Lofts building in his office this week. The building will cele-
brate its 20th anniversary on Friday, with the opening to an exhibit on 
the groundbreaking development in what was once a risky part of the 
neighborhood.
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OPEN ANY NEW EBSB PERSONAL 
CHECKING ACCOUNT & EARN UP TO

$100*

800.657.3272    EBSB.com
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any new checking account is $50. Receive $50 cash bonus when you have 2 recurring direct deposits within 60 days of account opening. Receive another 
$50 when you enroll in online banking and make at least three online bill payments within 60 days of account opening. In order to receive the bonuses, 
the account must remain open in the eligible product type at the time of bonus payout. In addition, the account must have a positive balance at the 
time of bonus payment. Bonus is considered interest and will be reported to IRS on Form 1099-INT. If multiple accounts are opened with the same 
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ATM/VISA® check card

Access to Allpoint® network with 
your EBSB ATM/VISA® check card

and there are many affordable Cal-
ifornia Cabernet wines in the $15 
range.

“Other hot categories that offer 
value are red blends, which usual-
ly run under $15 a bottle,” Rubin 
said. Countries that offer great 
quality and price on wines are 
Argentina, Portugal, and Spain, he 
added.

What if red wine is not your 
thing? “White wines go so well 
with food,” Rubin said, and 
“nothing matches better than a 
Sauvignon blanc for any food 
dish.” If you’re in the mood for 
something sweeter, moscatos are 
still a popular choice for the win-
ter, and sparking wines always 
increase in popularity this time of 
year as well. 

“Roses were still popular all 
summer and even though we’re 
in the winter they still sell because 
they’re so refreshing and offer 
great value,” he said. With an 
uptick in consuming healthier bev-
erages, Huntington Wine & Spir-
its also carries a low-calorie wine 
called FitVine, which Rubin said 
has proven to be quite popular. 

Boxed wines are popular as well 
—  both in the larger versions and 
the smaller Tetra Paks, which can 
be recycled. Rubin said that Bota 
Box is a “great quality” boxed 
wine that’s a “huge seller.” 

A tip from Rubin: purchase a 
sparkling wine from France, but 
one that is produced just outside 
the Champagne region. It can’t be 
called “champagne,” but it will 
have comparable quality for less 
money, usually in the $10-$15 
range. 

“Customers should always read 
the back of the wine bottle,” Rubin 
said. “It usually tells a story.”  

Rubin is also running a winter 
wine sale, where customers can get 
20 percent off of any six bottles of 
wine storewide.

beer/Seltzer/cider
Rubin said that “boutique 

beers” and handcrafted beers are 
“still selling strong.” He said that 
popular all-time favorite prod-
ucts at his store include all prod-
ucts from Sam Adams, along with 
Night Shift Brewery from Everett, 
Lagunitas, Jacks Abby, and Found-
ers Brewing Company. 

He said that the domestic beer 
market is down due to the rise in 
the craft beer segment, along with 

the continued immense popularity 
of hard seltzers. Rubin said that 
there has been a “good following” 
for locally brewed beers, including 
Turtle Swamp Brewing in Jamaica 
Plain and Winter Hill Brewing in 
Somerville. 

The holiday beers are now out 
for sale at Huntington Wine & 
Spirits. “People tend to love them 
because of the nutmeg and cinna-
mon flavors they use,” Rubin said. 
With so many choices, it can be 
hard to narrow down what to pur-
chase, but Rubin explained that 
Breckenridge Bower’s Christmas 
Ale is a classic favorite, as well as 
Harpoon’s Winter Warmer. Bavar-
ian German beers are also seeing a 
surge in popularity, he said.

He added that larger beer bot-
tles, known as “bombers” are no 
longer popular. Instead, four packs 
of 16-ounce cans sell the best right 
now as people are looking for 
“easy to carry and quality prod-
ucts.” 

“The seltzer craze continues,” 
Rubin said, calling it a “very pop-
ular refreshing beverage that’s 
taking the country by storm.” He 
said that White Claw is the most 
popular brand, followed by Truly. 
“The trend will see more premi-
um seltzers coming to the market 
in the next few months,” he said, 
adding that they have cut into the 
domestic beer sales. 

Ciders continue to be popular 
throughout the year, and winter 
is no exception. Rubin said that 
Downeast brewed in East Boston 
remains the most popular, as well 
as Citizen Cider from Vermont. 
Angry Orchard remains popular 
as well.

“Customers want premium-
ization of brands,” Rubin said. 
“They want to buy a better quality 
product, whereas the dollar value 
makes it worthwhile to pick out a 
great craft or artisanal beverage.” 

Spirits
For spirits, Tito’s leads the cat-

egory for vodka, but Rubin said 
that other great values include 
Svedka from Sweden and Reyka 
from Iceland. 

“Rum seems to have a little 
resurgence,” he said, adding that 
bourbons are increasingly popular 
in the winter.

“A lot of spirits are using fla-
vors to appeal to the American 
palate,” Rubin said, with flavors 
like peach, apple, and vanilla being 

used in everything from vodka to 
bourbon

Additionally, Rubin said that 
the trends heading into 2020 show 
that Canadian whiskeys “will be a 
winner due to their price point and 
quality.” 

Rubin said an important thing 
to note is the tariffs that have been 
placed on single malt scotch, which 
consumers will begin to see the effects 
of very soon. “Now’s the chance to 

stock up,” he said, as there will be 
an increase of anywhere between $3 
and $8 on the liquor. 

Another category that has seen 
a lot of growth is Korean soju, 
which is a clear liquor that comes 
in several different flavors, Rubin 
said. 

Rubin stressed the importance 
of supporting local package stores 
this holiday season, as “they are 
the ones that give back to the com-

munity and can offer more service 
than some of the big box retailers 
and supermarkets.” 

Huntington Wine & Spirits has 
been active in community organi-
zations such as the Fenway CDC, 
the Fenway Civic Association, and 
the United Symphony Neighbors. 
Additionally, Rubin said, “We try 
to keep our neighborhood clean 
since we are a neighborhood des-
tination for over 83 years.” 

According to city officials, can-
didates include David Shepperd 
as a full member representing the 
district east of Tremont, nominat-
ed by the Washington Gateway 
Main Street, Fabian D’Souza as a 
full member representing the dis-

trict west of Tremont, nominated 
by the Claremont Park Neigh-
borhood Association, current 
member Catherine Hunt as an 
alternate representing the district 
east of Tremont, nominated by 
the Worcester Square Area Neigh-

borhood Association, and Paul 
Wright as an alternate representing 
the district west of Tremont, nomi-
nated by the Pilot Block Neighbor-
hood Association. 

Nominations for two full mem-
bers are taken from neighborhood 

and civic organizations, one east 
and one west of Tremont Street, 
and nominations for two alter-
nates are chosen the same way, city 
officials said. 

The SELDC also consists of 
three members of the Boston 

Landmarks Commission. Current 
SELDC members who are on the 
Boston Landmarks Commission 
include John Amodeo, John Free-
man, and Richard Henderson.
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By Dan Murphy

Boston Police have issued a 
warrant for a suspect’s arrest in 
connection with a rash of over-
night commercial burglaries that 
have plagued District 4 in recent 
weeks.

District 4 Captain Steven Swee-
ney told those in attendance at the 
Neighborhood Association of the 
Back Bay Police Panel on Monday, 
Nov. 25, at First Church in Boston 
that Boston Police are seeking an 
individual believed to be responsi-
ble for about 10 or 12 incidents, 
which started sporadically about a 
month and half prior.

Among the evidence collected 
from the crime scenes were sever-
al blood droplets, a hammer used 
in one of the break-ins and a palm 

print left on a cash register, Swee-
ney said.

The breaks were occurring 
regularly until $4,100 was stolen 
from a Commonwealth Avenue 
ski shop. Afterwards, the incidents 
tapered off for a while until the 
evening of Sunday, Nov. 24, when 
another area business was target-
ed, Sweeney said.

“They come in spurts,” Swee-
ney said. “It’s the same guy…and 
it’s usually driven by drugs.”

The district was hit by another 
string of commercial breaks early 
this year before a suspect was 
apprehended and convicted in 
February, Sweeney said, and while 
in jail, the suspect was charged in 
connection with another incident 
on Oct. 12.

Meanwhile, since Boston Police 

undertook “Operation Clean 
Sweep” over the summer in an 
effort to combat the opioid epi-
demic at the intersection of Massa-
chusetts Avenue and Melnea Cass 
Boulevard, Sweeney said the prob-
lem has migrated to other parts 
of the district, including the Star-
bucks and Dunkin’ locations in 
the vicinity of 151 Massachusetts 
Ave., the 200 block of Symphony 
Road, Edgerly Road and Westland 
Avenue.

“A lot of this has fallen on 
the police with this issue,” Swee-
ney said. “We get the 9-1-1 calls, 
and there aren’t enough outreach 
workers to go around. We also all 
carry Narcan to reverse the effects 
of [overdose].”

Sweeney added that Mayor 
Martin Walsh launched Mass Cass 

2.0 last month – a concerted effort 
to combat the opioid problem in 
the area.

And while police can invoke 
Section 35 – a Massachusetts law 
that permit the courts to involun-
tarily an individual with alcohol or 
a substance use disorder – Sweeney 
said the process sometimes proves 
problematic because it requires 
that party to be cited repeatedly 
before any action can be taken.

“You have to see the same peo-
ple day after day,” Sweeney said. 
“And what happens if the first time 
you someone is the worst time?”

In another matter, Sweeney said 
police typically see an uptick in the 
theft of delivery packages left out-
side homes around the holidays, 
which he describes as a “crime of 
opportunity.”

Sweeney also said while thefts 
from unlocked cars are on the 
decline, the district has recent-
ly seen an uptick in “smash and 

grabs” from vehicles. “Don’t leave 
anything in your car,” he cau-
tioned.

To help prevent home break-
ins, Sweeney said the Boston Police 
offers a program where Richie 
Litto of the Community Service 
office will visit people’s homes and 
condos to offer advice on “target 
hardening,” including checking 
the locks and recommending the 
installation of additional lighting; 
call Litto at 617-343-4457 for 
more information.

A NABB Police Panel won’t be 
held in December, Public Safety 
Committee Chair Charles Necky-
farow said, but will return in Jan-
uary.

“I’m thinking about [hold-
ing the police panels] every other 
month or once a quarter, primar-
ily because there aren’t that many 
problems and there aren’t that 
many issues,” Neckyfarow said.

NAbb Licensing and building Use committee hears 
application to continue short-term rentals in neighborhood

Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

850 Harrison Ave
Yawkey Center A/B Conference Room
Boston, MA 02118

Wednesday, December 11
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

BMC Institutional Master Plan

Project Proponent:
Boston Medical Center

Project Description:
Boston Medical Center is proposing a new, ten-year Institutional Master Plan for the 2020-2030 term. This 
includes proposed future development projects, renovations, and consolidations to their campus. Please 
note: the first half of the meeting will be devoted to public discussion, while the second half will focus on 
discussion among the BMC Community Task Force. The meeting will be held in the Yawkey Center A/B 
Conference Room. Attendees should enter via the 850 Harrison Avenue lobby and take the elevators to 
the basement. Turn right out of the elevator and the conference room will be on the left as you continue 
down the hallway.

mail to: Edward Carmody
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4422
email: edward.carmody@boston.gov

Close of Comment Period:
12/20/2019

Police seek suspect in commercial breaks plaguing District 4

By Dan Murphy

One day after the deadline for 
Airbnb and other short-term rent-
al hosts to register withy the city 
came to pass, a representative for 
a building offering the only short-
term rentals in the Back Bay out-
lined plans to continue the opera-
tion at the monthly meeting of the 
Neighborhood Association of the 
Back Bay Licensing and Building 

Use Committee on Dec. 2 at the 
Lenox Hotel.

The building at 245 Newbury 
St., which the current owner pur-
chased in 2007, is home to 12 
lodging units, one apartment and 
two retail spaces, and has offered 
short-term rentals since 2008.

“We’ve been in compliance since 
2008…and we’re looking to com-
ply with the new regulations,” said 
Frank Hoff, adding that guest stays 

in the short-term units typically “run 
a couple of weeks on average.”

The applicant doesn’t yet have 
a date scheduled with the city’s 
Licensing Board, Hoff said.

Elliot Laffer, committee chair, 
said NABB would like to keep the 
number of short-term rental units 
in the neighborhood to a mini-
mum. “It sounds like you’re basi-
cally running a hotel,” he added.

•In another matter, applicant 

Alex Winston outlined plans to 
open a smoothie bar at 419 Boyl-
ston St. that would also offer pre-
pared snacks, yogurt and pudding, 
as well as coffee and tea.

Winston, who also owns and 
operates Cyromed Boston, a well-
ness center located at 252 Boylston 
St., with his wife Daniela, said they 
are looking to expand the business 
into 419 Boylston St.

Winston said the smoothie bar 

would offer outdoor seating at 
four tables, but he emphasized that 
he was “not looking tom open an 
outdoor café.” Its proposed hours 
of operation would be 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. daily, he said.

•The committee also heard an 
application from the Loews Hotel 
to change the use of its patio from 
seasonal to year-round to accom-
modate pop-ups and other special 
events.

Staff Report

The official recount effort for 
the City Council at-large race on 
the final seat – contested between 
winner Julie Mejia and challenger 
Alejandra St. Guillen – will begin 
on Thursday, Dec. 5, at City Hall.

In the citywide Council race, 
most of the seats came out in a 
non-controversial way, but the 
final seat was decided by only 10 
votes. Mejia came out the winner 
on election night, but St. Guillen 
quickly moved to challenge the 
vote.

This Thursday and Friday, the 

ballot boxes will be opened ward 
by ward and precinct by precinct. 
On Saturday, Dec. 7, the actual 
recount of ballots will begin for 
Councilor at-large. That will con-
tinue on Sunday, Dec. 8, and if 
needed, into Monday, Dec. 9, and 
Tuesday, Dec. 10.

The recount will be performed 
by the Election Department, 
and once final, a winner will be 
declared.

There are likely to be plenty of 
attorneys from either side watch-
ing the proceedings and, potential-
ly, contesting votes and counts of 
votes. 

council at-large recount to 
begin at city Hall on December 5

ADVERTISE IN THE BOSTON SUN. 
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588
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ENJOY OUR YEAR LONG WINE SALE
Take 20% OFF any 6 bottles of wine

(sale items excluded)

HUNTINGTON WINE & SPIRITS
Across from the YMCA
301 Huntington Ave.

(just minutes away on the Green Line)
Delivery Available  617.536.0164

Experience Boston’s Best Kept Secret...

HUNTINGTON 
WINE 

& SPIRITS

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

The Ellis South End Neigh-
borhood Association’s Ellis Wine 
group held an evening of Argen-
tine wine and, a more famous 
cultural export of the Latin Amer-
ican nation, tango dancing, at the 
South End Studios.  

Participants enjoyed an array 
of Argentine wine, as well as a 
lecture and demonstration on the 
iconic dance of tango. Originating 
140 years ago in Buenos Aires, 
tango dancing is improvisational 
and entails the building of a rap-
port between the two dancers to 
better anticipate and complement 
one another’s movements.

A NIGHT OF ARGENTINE WINE AND TANGO WITH ELLIS SOUTH END NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Analinda Marcus, Bill Gregor, and Jay Fogarty.Ellis Board member and Secretary Chris 
Block with his wife, Caroline.

Robert Brady with Stacy Koeppel, exec-
utive director of the Ellis.

Funda Sarican, Humann Hodjatzadeh, Ari and Jacquelyn Yezegel.

Analinda Marcus and Paul Walcott in a tango pose.

Bill Gregor Paul Wendeldass and wife Margaret Eifert discuss the intrica-
cies of the Argentinian wine roster. The South American wine scene has 
grown tremendously in the last several years in popularity and quality.

Kerry James and Amber Batata.

Analinda Marcus and Robert 
Brady, who cut in, something that 
supposedly almost NEVER hap-
pens in tango dancing.
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HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING IN COPLEY SQUARE

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

Last year, rain canceled the 
official Holiday Tree lighting in 
Copley Square. This year, inclem-
ent weather again threatened the 
official lighting of Holiday Tree, 
but the City Of Boston was unde-
terred and lucky as a lull in the 
snowfall allowed for a safe, quick 
gathering for the tree lighting and 
a warm reprieve at the Langham 
Hotel for complimentary cocoa, 
refreshments, and some wish list 
time with Santa Claus himself.

Goldie Lowry was super excited 
for the tree lighting on Monday 
night, but even more excited about 
being out of the weather and 
sampling some hot cocoa at the 
Langham Hotel.

Santa takes a selfie with longtime fans Orton Fox and Raine 
Brennan-Lambert.

Santa poses with Boston Parks 
Commissioner Ryan Woods, whose staff 
worked diligently in the inclement weather 
to have the tree in festive lights.

Shea, Heather, and Liv Pine are hard at work at the cookie decorating 
station getting some proper cookies ready for Santa later this month.

Above: The Reddy and Chand fami-
lies were ready to cheer in the holli-
day season.  Right: The Holiday Tree 
glows proudly in the unpleasant win-
ter weather, bringing a warm charm 
to Copley Square.

Enduring the weather, the tree got quite a following that could hardly wait for its illumination.

Olivia Venditti knows no better way to celebrate the birthday of her 
friend Ebony Ryan than to decorate some cookies with her.

Aparna and Aryav Tanna are working on some decorated cookies wor-
thy of holiday fame.
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By Lauren Bennett

The Bay Village Neighbor-
hood Association (BVNA) held 
its monthly Executive Committee 
meeting on December 2. Despite 
the short agenda, several neigh-
bors came out to the South Cove 
Apartments for the meeting.

First up on the agenda was 
a brief presentation from Chris 
Breen, Urban Renewal Manager at 
the Boston Planning and Develop-
ment Agency (BPDA) about Urban 
Renewal Zones. Breen said that 
there are 16 Urban Renewal areas 
in Boston, and the city has been 
working on an inventory of Land 
Disposition Agreements (LDA), 
which, according to the BPDA, 
is “an agreement with the BPDA 
that governs the transfer and use 
of BPDA owned parcels; typically 
recorded with the deed.” 

This information has been col-
lected and is available for pub-
lic viewing on the zoning viewer 
on the BPDA website. Breen said 
that the LDAs will be available for 
download, and they include the 
South Cove urban renewal area 
as well as some parcels in Bay Vil-
lage. He said that this was Phase 
One of the community process, 
and he will be coming back to the 
community some time early next 
year for Phase Two at select urban 
renewal areas, South Cove being 
one of them. The point of the next 
phase is to discuss the goal changes 

of the urban renewal plans. “The 
second round will require a lot of 
community input,” Breen said. 

One of the Bay Village parcels 
includes a piece of the land on War-
renton St. that is currently being 
leased to the Blue Man Group 
for storage and managed as a dog 
park. Breen said that lease expires 
in February of 2021, and there is a 
possibility of a transfer of the land 
to the Boston Parks Department. 
“There are no current discussions 
for further development on that 
parcel,” Breen said.

More information regarding 
the Urban Renewal Zones can be 
found on the BPDA website. 

After Breen’s presentation, the 
BVNA briefly discussed two licens-
ing and planning matters that were 
discussed at the committee meet-
ing in November. The first was the 
Nahita building, and as of a few 
weeks ago, the Nahita restaurant 
ceases to exist, according to Betha-
ny Patten, President of the BVNA.

Tom Perkins of the BNVA 
Licensing & Planning Committee 
said that Nahita still has a lease on 
their building, and Patten added 
that Nahita is “trying to reinvent 
their concept” and are applying 
for the same approvals as they 
have in the past. Perkins said a 
new group came to the committee 
seeking non-opposition, but the 
BNVA provided the group with 
an example of a non-cooperation 
agreement for their operation of 
the building, which includes pro-

visions similar to the ones given 
to Nahita. Examples of such pro-
visions include a 1:00am closing 
time (which is still being negotiat-
ed), valet parking nd not speeding 
through the neighborhood. “For-
mally this will come to us in Janu-
ary I think as a proposal,” Perkins 
said. 

The group also discussed what 
they call the “Castle Building,” 
which is the former Smith & Wol-
lensky restaurant space in the Park 
Plaza Castle. The proposal is to 
turn the space into a function hall 
for corporate events, weddings, 
and similar functions. There was 
a question of whether this location 
is zoned for entertainment, which 
might bring up issues and the 
need for a zoning variance to have 
entertainment at the venue.

BVNA member Sarah Her-
lihy also added that there have 
been complaints in the past with 
noise in the area from loading in 
and out, so that would have to be 
something that is further discussed 
with the project proponents. 

Lastly, the BNVA holiday party 
is scheduled for Sunday, December 
8 from 6:00-8:00pm at O’Con-
nor’s Restaurant. Prior to the 
party, a tree lighting and carol-
ing celebration will be held at the 
Church Street Park, where Santa 
Claus will make a special visit. The 
holiday party is free and open to 
all BVNA members; registration 
required. 

Boston residents 
preferred. 

Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

Licensed Plumbers 
Wanted

bay Village gets Urban renewal update 

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Equal Opportunity Employers. We fully support the principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Robb Cohen · Director
46 Gloucester Street, Boston
www.robbcohen.com
Mobile +1-617-962-0142

Do you know your home's value in this market?  
If you are thinking of selling, please call me.

I offer a fresh & global approach. 

Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

BU Sargent College
Room 101
635 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, MA 02215

Monday, December 16 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM 

Fenway Center Phase 2

Project Description:
CSP Fenway Center Development, LLC proposes changes to the previously approved Fenway Center 
Phase 2 project. The revised program consists of 692,000 square feet of lab space, which includes 
associated office and support spaces, along with 48,400 square feet of ground floor retail space. The 
Proponent proposes to construct approximately 501 parking spaces as a component of Phase 2, for a 
total of 790 Project parking spaces. The Project Change will therefore reduce the overall project parking 
count by approximately 550 spaces as compared to the previously approved project. 

In addition to this meeting, a public meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee will be held in January 
2020.

mail to: Tim Czerwienski 
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.5303
email: tim.czerwienski@boston.gov

Close of Comment Period:
1/18/2020

PINE STREET INN THANKSGIVING

CITY OF BOSTON PHOTO/JEREMIAH ROBINSON

Several local officials went to the Pine Street Inn in the South End on 
Thanksgiving to help serve the organization’s annual turkey dinner. 
Mayor Martin Walsh led the charge with Bruins captain Zdeno Chara. 
Here, shown carving turkeys are Councilor Annissa Essaibi George, 
Councilor Ed Flynn, Senator Ed Markey and Mayor Walsh.
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By Dan Murphy

A Netherlands-based chain of 
affordable luxury hotels recently 
announced plans to open its sec-
ond Boston location at the inter-
section of Massachusetts Avenue 
and Boylston and Newbury streets 
in the Back Bay as part of the 
planned development of air-rights 
Parcel 12.

After opening its first Bos-
ton location in the city in August 
at Hub on Causeway, citizenM 
will be among the tenants of the 
proposed project, which would 
include a 237-foot office building 
with 70,000 square feet of restau-
rant and retail space on its first two 

stories and a below-grade garage 
that could accommodate up to 
150 vehicles, as well as a 154-foot 
hotel. More than half the project 
would be located over the Mas-
sachusetts Turnpike, with the two 
buildings sitting atop an elevated 
podium. Boston-based Samuels & 
Company is the project’s developer.

“We’re thrilled to be working 
alongside the Samuels team on 
this incredibly important project. 
Similar to our values, Samuels 
& Associates fully appreciates 
the responsibilities associated 
with urban mixed-use develop-
ment, and we’ve admired their 
thoughtful approach to balancing 
the interests of all stakeholders,” 
Ernest Lee, citizenM’s managing 

director and head of Development 
and Investments in North Ameri-
ca, said in a press release. “As an 
institutionally-backed owner oper-
ator, our plan on every project is 
to create a hotel that we and the 
communities we enter will see as 
a source of pride for the next 100 
years.”

Steve Samuels, chairman and 
principal of Samuels & Associa-
tion, added:  “citizenM delivers a 
distinctive experience for today’s 
tourists and business travelers; 
this global brand is known for its 
unique style, top-line amenities, 
and innovative technology. We’re 
confident that the citizenM will 
provide a great new option for 
travelers eager to experience the 

culture, shopping, and restaurants 
of the Back Bay.”

Besides the hotel at Hub on the 
Caueway and its recently launched 
New York City location, citizenM 
also has projects under develop-
ment in Miami, Los Angeles, San 

Francisco, Seattle and Washington, 

D.C., and abroad in Amsterdam, 

Copenhagen, Glasgow, Kuala 

Lampur, London, Paris, Rotter-

dam, Shanghai, Taipei and Zurich.

Call or Email today to set up your Holiday campaign
Deb DiGregorio - deb@thebostonsun.com

781-485-0588 x 101
Sioux - charlestownads@hotmail.com  

781-485-0588 x125

 

Neighborhood Shopping Guide…

4” wide x 5” tall full color ads 

Running dates: 

 All publications through 
December 31

Any 2 weeks - $200 per week 

The Boston Sun
Our readers should be your customers

Dutch hotel chain coming to Parcel 12

Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

United South End Settlements
566 Columbus Avenue
Boston, MA 02118

Monday, December 9
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

566 Columbus Avenue

Project Proponent:
New Boston Ventures

Project Description:
IAG/Public Meeting BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY D/B/A BOSTON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO SOUTH END URBAN RENEWAL PLAN, PROJECT NO. MASS. R-56, FOR PARCEL 17; PROPOSED 
MODIFICATION TO SOUTH END URBAN RENEWAL PLAN, PROJECT NO. MASS. R-56, LOCATED AT 566 COLUMBUS AVENUE, 
SOUTH END NEIGHBORHOOD, BOSTON 

The Proposed Project will redevelop the Project Site with a new, six-story vibrant mixed use commercial and residential 
building. The Proposed Project will feature a community oriented ground floor with approximately 5,000 sf of commercial 
space, including a social enterprise café with outdoor seating, an art exhibit gallery open to the public, and new, 
improved and modern community space for the United South End Settlements. the Proposed Project will contain 66 
residential home ownership units, 11 of which will be artist live/work spaces, and 42 below-grade parking spaces.

mail to: Michael Sinatra
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4280
email: michael.a.sinatra@boston.gov

COURTESY OF THE BOSTON PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

A rendering of the mixed-use project proposed for air-rights Parcel 12.

By Seth Daniel

‘H’ stands for horrible idea, 
according to neighbors at the 
Worcester Square Area Neighbor-
hood Association (WSANA), in 
regards to one of the new buildings 
(Building H) planned for Albany 
Street within the recently filed Bos-
ton Medical Center Institutional 
Master Plan (IMP).

The IMP is required every 10 
years, and BMC filed their plan 
two weeks ago after preparing the 
community for the filing since last 
summer. The IMP contains several 
rehabilitations and a few new proj-

ects that are possible in the next 
10 years, but it is a building iden-
tified as Building H that has riled 
WSANA and neighbors on East 
Brookline Street during a Nov. 26 
monthly meeting.

“I’m upset and I’m angry about 
what has happened,” said Cinda 
Stoner, of East Brookline Street. 
“I have lived on this block 40 
years. I believe that this Building 
H on the ramp parcel is beyond 
what is acceptable…All of us on 
East Brookline Street are going 
to be affected. I don’t care if they 
say it won’t happen for another 
15 years…Five years goes by like 

that. Fifty-feet from the back of 
my building is the location of this 
building. The height on Building 
H is 139 feet above grade – 10 
stories. There is absolutely no con-
sideration of East Brookline Street 
neighbors in this.”

Many on East Brookline Street 
are concerned in particular about 
their foundations, as the buildings 
are from the 1870s and built on 
fill. The vibrations from construc-
tion on the BU Dental Building 
over the past two years have had 
some impact, neighbors say, and 
their worried that construction 
even closer to them could destroy 

their homes.
“There should not be support 

of this BMC IMP,” said Stoner. “It 
will wreak havoc on the founda-
tions of our homes and the quality 
of our lives a long time after con-
struction.”

Said Marie O’Shea of East 
Brookline Street, “Once BMC 
sold the Doctors Office Building 
and Newton Pavilion, you didn’t 
know East Brookline even existed. 
There is no consideration for East 
Brookline. We’re not even drawn 
into the plan…It’s hard to take and 
it’s crazy.”

Building H was something very 

new in the IMP, and Bob Biggio, 
senior vice president of facilities 
at BMC, said the building came 
about due to the impending move 
of the Shattuck Hospital to the 
Newton Pavilion. The hospital 
believes that there will be crossover 
between providers and patients at 
the Shattuck, and wanted a build-
ing adjacent to it for that reason. 
The building would currently 
be built on what is a ramp and 
loading dock behind BU Dental 
School. Biggio said that land was 
sold to Leggat McCall with the 

WSANA members will not embrace bmc’s new master plan

(BMC, Pg. 11)
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From the Dec. 4 License commission meeting, city Hall:
•40andme, LLC D/B/A:  Cryomed, 419  BOYLSTON St., Back Bay. Has 

applied for a Common Victualler License to be exercised on the above - Smoothie 
bar within a professional office. Outdoor seasonal patio (April-Oct) on private property 

with 12 seats. Hours of Operation:  8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
•Laura Wyckoff:  D/B/A:  Upton Property Management LLC, 592  TREMONT St., 

South End. Has applied for a Lodging House License to be exercised on the above - 
Six story brick townhouse. The basement and first floor are occupied by a commercial 
tenant. The second through fourth floor are zoned lodging house. In total there are 8 
residential units, two per floor. Each of the eight units include private cooking, sanitary 
and bathing facilities. Manager:  Laura Wyckoff

From the Dec. 5 back bay Architectural Subcommittee, city Hall rm. 709, 10 a.m.:
•A sub-committee of the Commission will hold a public meeting to continue its dis-

cussion with Back Bay stakeholders regarding signage guidelines in the Commercial area 
of the Back Bay Architectural District.

From the Dec. 5 Non-hearing common Victualler License, city Hall rm. 809a, 10 a.m.:
•Clover Fast Food, Inc. d/b/a Clover Foodlab, 565 Boylston Street, Back Bay. Described 

as; kitchen on main floor, basement with dry storage and walk-in cooler, mezzanine with 
mechanical equipment and employee changing area; 3010 seats. Also to include outdoor 
seasonal patio (April – Oct) on private property with seating for 12. To be managed by 
Robert Christensen, between the hours of 7 a.m. – 11 p.m. Mon. – Sat, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday. Patio to operate the same hours of the restaurant.

From the Dec. 5 Public Improvement commission, city Hall rm. 714, 10 a.m.:
PUBLIC HEARING
•On a joint petition by the Boston Planning & Development Agency and the City 

of Boston Public Works Department for the Adoption of a City Policy concerning the 
review and implementation procedures in consideration of Climate Resilience through-
out the City.

•On a joint petition by S&A P-12 Property LLC and the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation for the Widening & Relocation of the existing right-of-way lines of 
Massachusetts Avenue (public way), Boston Proper, located on its westerly side between 
Boylston Street and Newbury Street. Making of Specific Repairs within the following 
public ways in Boston Proper, consisting of curb realignment, sidewalk and roadway 
reconstruction, as well as new and relocated median islands, pedestrian ramps, spe-
cialty pavement, streetlights, street furniture, street trees, planters, landscaping, traffic 
signal infrastructure, streetlight infrastructure, storm drain infrastructure, groundwater 
recharge infrastructure, hydrants, bike racks, bicycle infrastructure, and driveway curb 
cuts:

• Massachusetts Avenue – from Boylston Street to a point north of Newbury Street;
• Boylston Street – west of Massachusetts Avenue;
• Newbury Street – west of Massachusetts Avenue.
NEW BUSINESS
•660 Beacon Street, Commonwealth Avenue; Boston Proper – Specific Repairs – On a 

petition by RREF II Kenmore Lessor III LLC.

From the Dec. 5 Fenway Tree removal hearing, 1010 mass Ave., 10:40 a.m.:
The request is for the removal of one ornamental cherry tree measuring 7 inches dbh 

(diameter at breast height) due to a proposed tree relocation as part of a pedestrian ease-
ment plan for the Fenway Theater Project at 175 Ipswich Street in the Fenway. A final 
decision regarding the request will be made within two weeks of the hearing.  For further 
information, please contact the Tree Warden at 617-635-7275.

From the Dec. 10 Licensed Premise Inspection hearing, city Hall rm. 809a, 
City Hall:

•Sig Hospitality, LLC, doing business as: Iiona, 493-495 Massachusetts Ave., 
South End. Date: 08/08/2019: Patron on patron assault and battery.

•Baseball Tavern, Inc., doing business as: Baseball Tavern, 1270  Boylston St., 
Fenway. Date: 08/10/2019, Employee on patron resulting in injury;

Police not called for incident.

From the Dec. 10 bay Village Historic District commission, city Hall rm. 709, 4 
p.m.:

•Review and Discussion of the Proposed Changes to the Bay Village Historic District 
Commission Regulatory Standards

From the Dec. 10 boston Landmarks commission, city Hall rm. 900, 4 p.m.:
•Charles River Esplanade: Construction of seasonal shade canopy on Community 

Boating Pier.
•Charles River Esplanade: Construction of temporary operational center at location 

of former Lee Pool Complex.
•Charles River Esplanade: Improvements to Miriam and Sidney Stoneman Play-

ground including: installation of bike racks, replacement of broken pavers, installation 
of accessible musical instruments, installation of bench, replacement of broken equip-
ment, replenish wood fiber safety surface, and expand borders of play area.

From the Dec. 11 back bay Architectural commission, city Hall rm. 900, 4:30 p.m.:
VIOLATIONS COMMITTEE
•135 Commonwealth Avenue: Unapproved HVAC unit attached to rear elevation.
•48 Gloucester Street: At side elevation unapproved removal of louver at window 

opening and installation of pvc piping out louvered window opening.
•64 Commonwealth Avenue: Unapproved asphalt paving at rear parking area.
•31 Fairfield Street: Unapproved wood railings at front entry steps.
DESIGN REVIEW
•117 Newbury Street:  At front façade install flag holder in ground and Union Jack 

flag.
•731 Boylston Street: At front façade remodel storefront and install signage.
•15 Newbury Street: At roof of Parish House install condenser unit.
•159 Newbury Street: At front façade remodel existing garden terrace space.
•354 Marlborough Street: At rear of property remove Linden tree.
•451 Beacon Street: At roof install new roof deck; repair and restore all windows; and 

at rear elevation extend parking area and replace garden level entry door.
•315 Commonwealth Avenue: At roof replace black rubber membrane roof in-kind, 

replace roof deck and railings, install deck step lights, remove brick chimney, access 
hatch, skylight and elevator headhouse, construct new access hatch, replace existing 
large skylight in-kind, install pyramid skylight, install nine heat pumps, and add three 
chimney pots to west chimney; at front façade and rear elevation refurbish and clean roof 
slate, replace all flashing and gutters with copper, remove all security devices, flood lights, 
sirens, and lock boxes, repair wood moudlings and masonry, refurbish doors, clean and 
re-paint ironwork and fire escapes; and at rear elevation replace roof over entry door 
with standing seam copper, and install air intake vent and light fixture above entry door.

SANDWICH BOARDS
Proposal to address moratorium on the enactment rules related to the location of 

sandwich board signs on public ways in the Back Bay Architectural District set to expire 
on December 31, 2019. Discussion and Vote.

From the Dec. 12 Zoning board Advisory hearing, 1010 mass Ave., 5 p.m.:
•31 Appleton St., South End. Applicant: Richard Gold
Purpose: Rebuild fourth floor back dormer and add new exterior deck on back 

of building off fourth floor master bedroom.

For  Record

D - 4  P O L I C E  N E W S
UNWELCOME GUESTS

On Monday, Nov. 25, at about 
2:21 a.m., police responded to a 
radio call to investigate a person/
assist a citizen at the Hotel New-
bury Guest House at 261 New-
bury St.

Upon arrival, officers spoke 
with the night audit clerk, who 
said he needed assistance with a 
female guest who refused to pay 
her bill.

After the guest, who reserved 
the room on booking.com, 
checked in, the clerk realized that 
the guest’s credit card had been 
declined, and when he requested 

that she provide another card, the 
guest refused.

Police went to speak to the guest 
in her room, but she was extremely 
uncooperative and refused to open 
the door for them. After attempt-
ing to reason with the suspect for 
about 40 minutes, officers advised 
her that she was no longer wel-
come in the hotel and needed to 
leave, but once again, she refused 
to leave.

After their immediate supervi-
sor authorized forced entry, the 
officers enlisted the help of fire-
fighters to gain access to the room.

Officers entered the room with 

guns drawn and conducted a pro-
tective sweep of the room before 
locating the suspect and a male in 
the bathroom. Police gave them a 
verbal command to exit the bath-
room before handcuffing and plac-
ing them both under arrest.

Both suspects were charged 
with trespassing and defrauding 
an innkeeper and transported to 
District 4 headquarters, where the 
female suspect refused booking.

STOP THAT TRAIN
On Tuesday, Nov. 26, at 

approximately 8:11 p.m., officers 
responded to a radio call for a lar-

ceny in progress at 1 Ring Road.
Prior to dispatch, police were 

informed that a loss prevention 
specialist had followed a female 
suspect out of the store and into 
the Back Bay MBTA station, where 
he stopped her and retrieved two 
Moncler jackets, valued at $985 
and $1,170, respectively. The loss 
prevention specialist also observed 
that the suspect was in possession 
of a Saks Fifth Avenue containing 
cosmetics, which wasn’t recov-
ered. The suspect then boarded an 
inbound Orange Line train.

Transit officers were notified of 
the matter and stopped the occu-
pied train at the Chinatown MBTA 

station. They located an individual 
matching the suspect’s description 
and detained her for Boston Police.

The suspect was also accompa-
nied by a male suspect, but loss pre-
vention specialists lost sight of him.

The female suspect, who first 
provided police with an alias, said 
“It’s just shoplifting. It’s going to 
be a null process.”

Officers recovered various 
Clinique beauty products from 
the suspect and placed her under 
arrest for shoplifting. She was then 
transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was booked in the 
usual manner.
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April Callahan 
april.callahan@compass.com 
847.971.7273April Callahan 
april.callahan@compass.com 
847.971.7273

COMPASS IS A LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. 

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Mohebali, Jahan Masoud, Mohamed I 124 Beacon St #PHR $1,740,000
Gillis, Stephen G Spence, Alex D 259 Beacon St #31 $899,000
Mcdermott, Anthony P Dooley, Allyson 265 Beacon St #B $359,000
Robert D Walter RET Whalen, Richard A 183 Commonwealth Ave #4 $4,440,000 
Courage, Martin Lucht, David 7 Concord Sq #1 $1,075,000
Kusma, Stacy C Curran Macarthur 2 RT 397 Marlborough St #2  $1,431,000
AP 37 Newbury St LLC Lululemon USA Inc 337 Newbury St $7,235,000
LPJ Investments Ltd Forever Grace Capital 360 Newbury St #809 $1,900,000
BEACON HILL
59 River Street RT Lim, Richard 9 River St $2,975,000 
Kuchenbecker, Bret Defalco, Thomas P 106 Myrtle St #7 $786,000 
Robb, Natalie A V S Haseotes 2nd RET 25 Chestnut St #1 $1,349,000
Phillips, John Dohan Janet E Est 82 Chestnut St #40 $1,420,000 
SOUTH END/BAY VILLAGE/KENMORE
25 Claremont Park LLC Aldag INT 25 Claremont Park $2,725,000
Miaoulis, Marina Courage, Frances 529 Columbus Ave #21 $825,000
Nanni, Anthony P Macwilliam Anthony D  15 Saint George St #5 $645,001
Henrici, Hillary E Lassel, Benjamin 400 Stuart St #15L $243,014
White, Christy M David J Cirillo 2012 RET 46 Union Park #4 $1,250,000
Cantone, Haley Nee, Karen A 84 W Concord St #3 $549,000
Location Wise LLC Bianci, Tom 1721 Washington St #202 $850,000
Middle Melrose LLC Wilhelmi, John 18 Melrose St #2 $1,615,000
Henrici, Hillary E Lassel, Benjamin 400 Stuart St #15L $243,014
Sager, Tess A Smith, David 165 Tremont St #1301 $2,699,000
Adrienne T Kimball RET Michael A Demarco M&A LT  20 Cumberland St $3,800,000
Fung, Gary W Flora Sie Fung RET 17 E Springfield St #2 $530,000
Choi, Frances W Irving, Sean R 10 Lawrence St #1 $1,085,000 

Holiday Happenings

Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Black Market Dudley
2136 Washington Street
Roxbury, MA 02119

Tuesday, December 10
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

40-50 Warren Street

Project Description:
The proposed project will contain 25 rental apartments, co-working space, and ground floor 
retail/restaurant programming. Of the 25 residential units, 20 will be affordable units. The 
residential levels will be a mix of studio, one-bedroom units, and two-bedroom units. The 
building’s gross floor area is 36,770 square feet.

mail to:  Ebony DaRosa
  Boston Planning & Development Agency
  One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
  Boston, MA 02201
phone:  617.918.4419
email:  ebony.darosa@boston.gov 

NAbb ANNUAL 
cHrISTmAS TrEE SALE:

The NABB Annual Christmas 
Tree Sale will take place on Satur-
day, Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec.  8 at 
the Clarendon Street Playground 
and will feature fresh cut Balsam 
Fir trees from Maine. Local delivery 
will be available. Proceeds from the 
sale benefit the Friends of the Clar-
endon Street Playground and the 
Neighborhood Association of the 
Back Bay. For more information, 
visit www.nabbonline.com or call 
617-247-3961.

UNION PArK 
NEIGHbOrHOOD ASSOc. 
NEVEr TOO EArLY TO 

cELEbrATE HOLIDAY PArTY
Join your neighbors for an eve-

ning of friendship and celebration 
in advance of the holidays. Enjoy 
delicious tapas, paella, churros, and 
much more prepared by the Masa 
chef as well as beer, wine, and of 
course, margaritas. The party will 
take place on Thursday, December 
5 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Masa 
Restaurant, 439 Tremont St. This 
party is open to all neighborhood 
residents, businesses, as well as 
guests. NOTE: A limited number 
of drink tickets will be distributed 
at the door. Direct any questions to 
Sue Ann Fox at sueannfox@com-
cast.net.

bLAcKSTONE FrANKLIN 
SQUArES cHrISTmAS TrEE 

AND WrEATH SALE: 
Join The Friends of Blackstone 

Franklin Squares for their Annual 
Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale. Stay 
for holiday music, refreshments, 
and Santa as they ring in the season. 
Pre-orders available till 11/30. The 
sale will take place at Blackstone 
Square (Washington St. and West 
Newton St.) on Saturday Dec. 7 
from 10 a.m. -3 p.m. with the tree 
lighting to follow. 

2019 LIGHTING OF THE 
cOmmONWEALTH AVENUE 

mALL, 
Thursday, Dec. 5 — 8 p.m.
Where: Commonwealth Ave-

nue Mall, Approx. Location: 15 
Commonwealth Avenue, Back Bay. 
Please join the City of Boston as 
we hit the switch and celebrate the 
lighting of trees up and down Com-
monwealth Avenue.

bOSTON cOmmON 
TrEE LIGHTING

The 78th Annual Tree Light-
ing on Boston Common will take 
place on Thursday, December 5 
at 6:00pm on the Common, 139 
Tremont St.

THE GrAND bOSTON 
mENOrAH LIGHTING!

The 1st Night of Chanukah 
is Sunday, December 22, and the 
menorah in Copley Square will be 
lit at 4 p.m. There will be a Live 

Berklee Music Ensemble, Meno-
rah kits, Dreidels & Chocolate 
Gelt. All are welcome. Fun for the 
whole family! No RSVP Required 
but appreciated.Wishing you a 
Joyous and Luminous Chanukah! 
Any questions or comments email: 
info@BostonChabad.org or call: 
617.247.7100

ENcHANTED TrOLLEY: 
Blackstone Franklin Squares 

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale: 
Join The Friends of Blackstone 
Franklin Squares for their Annu-
al Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale. 
Stay for holiday music, refresh-
ments, and Santa as they ring in the 
season. The sale will take place at 
Blackstone Square (Washington St. 
and West Newton St.) on Saturday 
December 7 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
with the tree lighting to follow. At 
5:30 p.m., Mayor Martin Walsh is 
expected to arrive with Santa Claus 
and the Enchanted Trolley. The offi-
cial tree lighting will take place after 
a short program with the elves and 
reindeer at 5:45 p.m. There will be 
caroling, children’s activities, free 
holiday photos and refreshments.

SOWA WINTEr FESTIVAL 
2019 

‘Tis the season for the 5th annu-
al SoWa Winter Festival. Join us 
December 6 - 8 at 450 Harrison 
Ave. for the biggest winter shopping 
village and holiday festival in Bos-
ton. You’ll find the perfect hand-
made gifts, sip on winter cocktails, 
and discover the best of the SoWa 
Art + Design District. Shop from 
130 of the region’s best makers 
and specialty food vendors spread 
across two maker marketplaces. 
While you stroll, savor our favor-
ite winter cocktails, seasonal craft 
brews and wines. Enjoy Boston’s 
best food trucks, live ice sculpting, 
holiday workshops, as well as the 
galleries, artist studios, and shops 
that call SoWa home year ‘round. 

YOUNG FrIENDS 
WINTEr PArTY

The Young Friends of the Public 
Garden willbe holding a winter par-
tyat the Union Club on Friday, Dec. 
13, from 6 - 9:30 p.m. for the sec-
ond annual Winter Party brought 
to you by the Young Friends of 
the Public Garden. Join us and be 
merry! Come celebrate and support 
Boston’s historic greenspaces; the 
Boston Common, Public Garden, 
and Commonwealth Avenue Mall.

Don’t miss out on a fabulous 
raffle with a dazzling array of priz-
es. Prizes include a stay at the Eliot 
Hotel Boston, two Boston Celtics 
Loge tickets, a Mooo gift certificate, 
and more.

Tickets are $65, and include two 
(2) complimentary drink tickets 
and light hors d’oeuvres. Its holiday 
time, so come dressed to dazzle! No 
sneakers, jeans, or athletic attire is 
permitted.
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GARY DRUG
For over 75 years, Gary Drug has been serving the residents 

of Beacon Hill, the West End and the Back Bay.

Wheelchair Sales and Rentals
Complete Suntan Lotion Department

Copy & Fax Service  • Neighborhood Delivery Service
We accept most prescription drug plans

Let Gary Drug Be Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
59 Charles Street • Phone 617-227-0023 • Fax 617-227-2879

Caswell-Massey 
Women’s

And Men’s
Bath

Products

Walkers
Canes & Tips

Nebulizers
Compression

Hose
Raised Toilet

Seats
Sitz Bath

Bath Bench
Incontinence

Supplies

Full Line
Burt’s Bees

Nexxus
Biolage

Paul Mitchell 
Klorane 

Hair Care

Kneipp 
VitaBath

Shower & Bath 
Products

Mason Pearson 
Brushes

Kent of 
London 

Combs & 
Brushes

Grethers Red or Black 
Currant Pastilles

Vanicream Line
Free & Clear

BMC (from pg. 8)

Precision Medicine Initiative, PMI, All of Us, the All of Us logo, and “The Future of Health Begins with You” 

are service marks of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org                                                                                     

617-768-8300 or 617-414-3300                                  

allofus@partners.org or allofus@bmc.org

The future of health 
begins with you
The more researchers know about what makes each of 
us unique, the more tailored our health care can become.       

Join a research effort with one million people nationwide 
to create a healthier future for all of us.

Founding Members of Partners HealthCare

Newton Pavilion (Leggat McCall 
turned and sold the building to the 
state for the Shattuck later on), but 
BMC retained the right to take the 
land back if they wanted to build 
a building. Now, they believe they 
might exercise that option for 
Building H.

WSANA President George Ster-
gios said it doesn’t make sense that 
BMC would sell off property on 
its campus – such as the Newton 
Pavilion – and then say it needs 
more space and needs a building 
so close to the neighborhood.

“You sold Newton Pavilion 
and we supported that because we 
thought you were going away from 
East Brookline and moving bigger 
buildings down by where other 
big buildings are at,” he said. “It 
seems like there’s a different plan. 
I know there are legal things and 
leases but that doesn’t matter.”

Biggio said they didn’t intend to 
build on the ramp until the Shat-
tuck came to the campus, which 
was something they had never 

planned on happening. The pre-
vious IMP had concentrated on 
consolidating properties towards 
Massachusetts Avenue, and he 
said that has saved them $25 mil-
lion per year – mostly in ambu-
lance transport costs and utility 
efficiencies.

However, there is a lot of expan-
sion in the current IMP, and that’s 
mostly because the hospital shed 
space that it now might need as it 
grows – somewhat unexpectedly.

“What we didn’t take into 
account was that the population 
of Boston would have grown like 
it has since 2010,” he said. “We’re 
seeing growth that was not expect-
ed at that time and those people are 
seeking medical treatment here. 
Our patient traffic has grown.”

The IMP process has appoint-
ed a nine-person Task Force, with 
community members Fernando 
Requena and Desi Murphy on the 
panel. 

Requena said he has thoroughly 
reviewed the plan, and believes it 

needs to be defeated.
“One thing that bothers me 

from the beginning is that the plan 
is based on premises I don’t agree 
with – especially that the City of 
Boston is growing at a certain 
rate and that means the hospital 
should grow at a certain rate,” he 
said. “That’s bogus…I don’t think 
you need a 14-story building on 
the corner of Mass Ave and Alba-
ny. If this thing gets approved, 
they have control because they do 
what they want in the process. We 
have to minimize this hospital. It’s 
become a monster that just keeps 
growing. Enough is enough. Other 
parts of the city have to pull their 
weight…I disagree with the philos-
ophy and we need to stop it.” 

A first public meeting on the 
BMC Institutional Master Plan 
will take place on Wednesday, 
Dec. 11, at 6 p.m. in 850 Harrison 
Ave. (Yawkey Center A/B Confer-
ence Room).

News Briefs
PHOTO ESSAY CALL 
FOR SUBMISSIONS: IN 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Show us what inspires you 
about your favorite boston neigh-
borhood

Now + There wants to see more 
of the Boston community through 
your eyes. Become a Now + There 
photo essay contributor to share 
what inspires you. They are seek-
ing community supporters, ama-
teur and professional artists, pho-
tographers, and content creators 
to be a part of this new blog series 
for the Now + There Journal. No 
need to have professional training 
or to use fancy equipment, any-
one with original photos to share 
is welcome to submit. Creators of 
accepted photo essays will receive 
a $50 stipend and full byline and 
credit in recognition of their con-
tribution. Chosen submissions will 
be shared with Now + There’s dig-
ital network of over 5,000 public 
art supporters. 10 original photos 
that focus on ONE Boston neigh-
borhood (at least three of public 
art). **We are specifying Boston 
neighborhoods as any area Mayor 
Marty Walsh represents. Show us 
what makes and what makes the 
neighborhood you choose to fea-
ture a unique part of Boston. Each 
submission should also answer the 

question “what is your connection 
to the neighborhood you photo-
graphed?” with a short 250 to 
400 word mini-essay. Creators of 
accepted submissions will receive 
a $50 stipend. Visit nowandthere.
org to submit your photo essay. 

BACK BAY 
HAPPENINGS

NABB Green Committee: 
The Green Committee normally 
meets at 5:30 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month at the 
Learning Project, 107 Marlbor-
ough St. The next meeting will 
be on Dec. 11th and the location 
is: TBD. For more information, 
please contact Michael McCord at 
green@nabbonline.com.

SOUTH END DATES
•The Eight Streets Neighbor-

hood Association will hold its 
annual Holiday Party at the Eagle 
on Tremont Street, Thursday, Dec. 
10.

•The Blackstone/Franklin 
Neighborhood Association tree 
and wreath sale will take place on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, starting at 9 a.m.

•The East Berkeley Neighbor-
hood Association will host their 
winter social on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
at 5:30 p.m. in Fuji at Ink Block, 

325b Harrison Ave. Free admis-
sion, but bring a new, unwrapped 
toy to benefit the Boston Police’s 
annual Area D Toys for Kids cam-
paign. Toys should be for those 
ages newborn to 17 years old. No 
toy guns, water pistols, or vio-
lence-oriented games.

•The Zoning Board hearing for 
Ming’s Market to expand a ware-
house use to a vacant building at 
148 East Berkeley St. will be held 
on Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 10:30 a.m. 
in City Hall, Room 801.

•State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz 
will be hosting his annual Holiday 
Fundraiser and Toy Drive at Wink 
& Nod on Appleton Street in the 
South End on Dec. 5, 5:30 p.m. 
He will also host his final coffee 
hour at Caffe Nero in Downtown 
Crossing on Dec. 7, 10 a.m. to 
noon.

FENWAY TIMES
•Billy Joel to Return in 2020
Last week we announced 

another concert coming to Fenway 
Park in 2020: Billy Joel will make 
his return for the seventh consec-
utive year on Aug. 28, 2020. The 
news comes less than two months 
after closing out our 2019 concert 
series in September.
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Exclusive Marketing Agent for Four Seasons Private Residences, One Dalton Street, Boston 

     172 NEWBURY STREET  •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM • 617.236.0711

20 ROWES WHARF #707 
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,188 SQFT 

$2,100,000

175 BEACON ST  
4 Beds | 4f  3h Baths | 8,350 SQFT 

$14,995,000BACK BAY LUXURY

Open Sunday 

12
:0

0 - 
1:3

0

314 DARTMOUTH ST #B 
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 3,440 SQFT 

$6,999,000 

21 BEAVER PLACE #PH 
5 Beds | 4.5 Baths | 5,000 SQFT 

$9,950,000

5 JOY ST #PH - $6,990,000 
4 JOY ST #I - $4,950,000 
3 JOY ST #II - $2,975,00 
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