
By Sun staff

While St. Cecilia Church closed 
its doors on March 14 and can-
celled all liturgies until further 
notice due to COVID-19, the par-
ish continues to get its message out 
online via virtual Gospel readings 
and other offerings.

The mission statement of Saint 
Cecilia Parish is an invitation to: 
“Discover the God who loves you. 
Engage with a parish that supports 
you. Serve the world that needs 

you.” And, during this unprece-
dented time, parishioners of this 
vibrant Back Bay Catholic parish 
are doing just that. Members have 
embraced this call to engagement 
and service wholeheartedly. For 
the past four weeks the parish staff 
and lay leadership have been find-
ing new and radical ways of adapt-
ing the patterns of pastoral service, 
sacramental life, and the procla-
mation of the Gospel. Director of 
Faith Formation 

“We have been amazed by the 

energy, creativity, optimism, and 
resilience that we’ve seen emerge 
from our lay leadership,” wrote 
Scott MacDonald, director of faith 
formation. “ The community of 
Saint Cecilia continues to reimag-
ine new ways of participation 
in the most important elements 
of our common life as Catholic 
Christians.”

Every Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday at 9 a.m., parishioners 

By Lauren Bennett

As the COVID-19 crisis con-
tinues and begins to approach the 
predicted surge in cases, Governor 
Charlie Baker and Mayor Marty 
Walsh continue to provide updates 
to residents and have implemented 
new measures to prevent further 
spread of the virus. 

As of Tuesday, April 7, the City 
of Boston had 2,287 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19. In Massachu-
setts, there were 15,202 cases and 
356 deaths.  

An N95 mask decontamina-
tion facility is set up in the for-
mer K-Mart at Assembly Row in 

Somerville. Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Marylou 
Sudders said this is the fourth loca-
tion in the United States where this 
technology will be used, and each 
N95 mask can be decontaminated 
between five and 10 times before it 
has to be disposed of, which will 
extend the life of these masks that 
are so vital for healthcare workers 
who are on the frontlines. 

Baker announced on April 7 that 
a new rapid testing site will open 
in conjunction with CVS in Low-
ell in and will use the new Abbott 
ID NOW™ COVID-19 test. CVS 
has created rapid testing sites in 
only two other states, Georgia and 

Rhode Island, so Massachusetts 
will be the third state to use these 
rapid testing sites. 

Additionally, the New England 
Patriots plane also brought in over 
1 million masks last week from 
China “in a humanitarian mis-
sion,” Sudders said. 

Baker has implemented strict-
er measures for grocery stores as 
well. Grocery stores must limit 
people, including employees, to no 
more than 40 percent of the store’s 
total capacity. Stores are exempt if 
they have a maximum occupancy 
of 25. “The Commonwealth’s gro-

Staff Report

 Boston Pride and the City of 
Boston announced Tuesday that 
annual Pride events scheduled for 
June 2020 will be postponed to 
June 2021 due to the COVID-19 
outbreak.  

The new date for the Boston 
Pride Parade and Festival is Sat-
urday, June 12, 2021. The joint 
decision was made due to the con-
cern of the health and wellbeing of 
the community and others. Bos-
ton Pride is commemorating its 
50th anniversary during 2020 
through 2021 to celebrate social, 
legal, and political successes, the 
LGBTQ culture and communi-

ty - while continuing to work for 
social justice and human rights.

“I know this was a very hard 
decision to make and I know it’s 
very hard news to hear, but it’s 
the right decision. As we fight the 
coronavirus pandemic, everyone’s 
safety and health is our top pri-
ority,” said Mayor Martin Walsh. 
“To our LGBTQ community, we 
may not be able to celebrate Bos-
ton Pride 50th Anniversary this 
summer, but once we are able, 
we’ll have the biggest and stron-
gest Pride to date. The partnership 
between Boston Pride and the City 
of Boston has never been stron-

By Lauren Bennett

As the weather starts to warm 
up, people are beginning to won-
der how they can safely spend time 
outdoors as the world continues to 
battle COVID-19. 

Elizabeth Bertolozzi, President 
of the Fenway Garden Society, told 
the Sun that the Victory Gardens 
are getting “a ton of new requests 
for the wait list” after the Red Sox 
Foundation reached out to the 
community telling people to put 

their names in for a plot at the gar-
dens.

With the garden filling up, 
the typical spring cleanup is fast 
approaching, but this year it won’t 
be able to happen the same way.

“April is a big cleanup for us,” 
Bertolozzi said, as gardeners trans-
fer out of the winter season. She 
said that the original plan was to 
have three different external volun-
teer groups come out to help clean 
up the garden, as well as a monthly 
member participation day. 

“It’s unfortunate,” Bertolozzi 
said, “but given the guidelines…
we’re kind of feeling our way 
through this but what we’re doing 
dovetails with what the City and 
state want us to do.”  

She said that while things at the 
Victory Gardens don’t typically 
ramp up until the third week of 
April, the garden cleanup will still 
have to be rethought as groups of 
people will not be permitted to 
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Liquor delivery company based 
in Back Bay sees business boom

Baker and Walsh announce stricter 
measures; new funds for COViD-19 relief

Fenway Victory Gardens gear up for 
a modified start to the growing season
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Drizly, one of the largest online liquor delivery companies, is based in 
the Back Bay on Boylston Street, and in the last several weeks has seen 
business boom as new customers accounted for 40 percent of the glut of 
orders last week.

By Seth Daniel

When two Boston College stu-
dents ordered a pizza online in 
2012, and were curious why they 
couldn’t order beer in the same 
fashion, their online liquor deliv-
ery company was born.

Based in the Back Bay on Boyl-
ston Street, Drizly took off in 

recent years as one of the top com-
panies to do online liquor delivery 
working with a vast network of 
liquor store partners across the 
country – and particularly in their 
home of Boston. That said, neither 
owner could have predicted that 
such times as these would cata-

(drizly, Pg. 3)

St. Cecilia parish gets message out 
online with virtual gospel readings
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ONE DAY AT A TIME: 
IT’S “GROUNDHOG DAY” 

FOR EVERYBODY

Here’s one way to view the current situation in which we all find 
ourselves:

Prior to the pandemic sweeping the nation and the world, our lives 
were such that each day truly was a new day, filled with new challenges 
and the possibility of new excitement, albeit to varying degrees.

Today however, with most of us locked down in our homes, our daily 
routines have taken on a stunning sameness that is bereft of any sense of 
the usual moments of joy that form the essence of our humanity.

Similar to the classic Bill Murray movie “Groundhog Day” from 
1993 (wow, has it really been 27 years?), each day seems to be a repeat 
of the day before.

The daily news in particular has a feeling of being in “Groundhog 
Day” mode. The headlines, politicians, and talking heads basically tell 
us the same thing, day after day after day, to the point where most of us 
now are tuning it out.

And yet, unlike the movie, there is nothing humorous about the real-
life Groundhog Day in which we find ourselves.

The COVID-19 pandemic by far is the most tragic, far-reaching, and 
life-changing event that every American has faced since the end of World 
War II 75 years ago.

The phrase, “One day at a time,” which is meant both as an inspira-
tion and an admonition to those among us who struggle wth substance 
abuse and other issues, now applies to every person, in every corner of 
the globe, regardless of fame, wealth, power, or any other status that 
differentiates us from anyone else.

The news that public figures as disparate as the actor Tom Hanks, 
Boris Johnson (the Prime Minister of England), and James Dolan (the 
billionaire owner of the New York Knicks and Comcast) have contract-
ed COVID-19 -- on three different continents -- makes it clear that the 
coronavirus does not discriminate and is world-wide in scope. 

In short, there is no escape -- no way out -- for every human being 
on the planet.

Moreover, with public health authorities informing us that the ongo-
ing lack of testing in the United States continues to leave our nation 
flying blind in the face of the pandemic, we truly will have reason to 
fear every interaction with another human being (even if we and they are 
fully-masked and we space ourselves six feet apart) for the foreseeable 
future. 

Without any understanding of the true extent of the spread of the 
disease in the United States, no one can predict when we will begin to 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. 

“One day at a time” will be our mantra for many days to come.

On Easter Sunday, April 12, 
churches at parishes across the 
Archdiocese of Boston will join 
in unison with ringing of the bells 
at noon.  

The gesture of solidarity and 
celebration was proposed by 
several parishioners from differ-
ent regions of the Archdiocese 
and received by Cardinal Seán 
P. O’Malley as an encouraging 
expression of hope during these 
challenging times.  One parish-
ioner cited a sense of calm and 
assurance at hearing the church 
bells, another cited the importance 
of  proclaiming our faith as a sign 
of our care and concern for the 
community. The Cathedral of the 
Holy Cross in Boston, the Mother 

Church of the Archdiocese, will 
be joyfully ringing its own historic 
bells at the noon hour in solidarity 
with the faithful throughout the 
region. 

Cardinal Seán said, “Christians 
are experiencing this Holy Week 
of worship as never before - in 
the solitude of our homes and for 
first responders, in their places of 
work. In ordinary times, church 
bells are a call for people to gather 
in prayer. This year, in the midst of 
the pandemic, the bells remind us 
that we are a community of peo-
ple who need to take care of each 
other in the power and strength of 
spiritual connection and the love 
of the Resurrected Christ.”

For those parishes able to 

participate, the Archdiocese is 
requesting that they stream the 
bells ringing on their social media 
and digital platforms.  Parishes 
are encouraged to use the hashtag 
#AnEasterPeople. In particular 
this is also an opportunity to rec-
ognize and pray for those on the 
front lines of this crisis includ-
ing among others nurses, doctors, 
EMT’s, police, fire, other medical 
professionals and other essential 
workers such as grocery and phar-
macy employees.

The Cardinal is pleased to 
know other denominations are 
also planning to ring the bells of 
their churches as a sign of hope 
and solidarity.

Guest Op-ed

Easter Sunday ringing of the bells

By Seth Daniel

Scott Mustard has done yeo-
man’s work at the St. Botolph 
Neighborhood Association over 
the past year holding down the 
Association nearly by himself, 
and just as reinforcement arrived, 
COVID-19 put a damper on the 
situation.

Mustard has been the president 
of St. Botolph for quite some time, 
and was ready to pass on the duties 
on during this year’s Annual Meet-
ing. However, the meeting had to 
be cancelled due to the COVID-19 
response. It left everyone a little 
down, but using technology – the 
elections went on.

Mustard was able to rally the 
group to participate in elections 
via e-mail and U.S. Mail, bringing 
in a new president and board as of 
April 1.

Mustard will continue to serve 
as a board member with all of the 
new officers, and the Association 
will ratify the election as soon as it 
can hold in-person meetings again.

Elected president was Joan 

Carragher, who has lived on West 
Newton Street for the last four 
years with her husband, Mike. She 
was introduced to the Association 
at a BBQ last summer and started 
volunteering more and more. She 
has worked in marketing, custom 
interiors and is a Wine Associate 
at Eataly.

Other officers include:
•Gisela Griffith, vice president, 

St. Botolph St.

•Lorraine Steele, treasurer, 
Durham St.

•Kathie Enright, clerk, West 
Newton St.

•Claire Dargan, board member
•Adel Labib, board member, St. 

Botolph St.
•Scott Mustard, board/past 

president, Durham St.

St. Botolph Neighborhood Association 
completes election amidst COViD-19

Scott Mustard is the past president 
of the Association.

Joan Carragher was elected presi-
dent of St. Botolph Neighborhood 
Association in a unique e-mail 
election brought about by the 
shut-down response to COVID-
19.
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Drizly (from pg. 1)

Victory GarDens (from pg. 1)

pult their business, but also have 
it become nearly a community ser-
vice for those who cannot go out 
– keeping people inside supplied 
with liquor, beer and wine, while 
also helping small business liquor 
stores to continue making sales.

Business is up last week 461 
percent, they reported, and what is 
it people are flocking to buy?

Schnapps, believe it or not, is on 
the rise.

Who would have thought?
 
Q: liquor delivery has been a 

good business in the last several 
years and Drizly has been well-po-
sitioned. i can only imagine it has 
really taken off in the last month 
with the Great Shut-in. i wonder if 
you have any statistics or numbers 
in general you can share?

A: Many consumers are turning 
delivery services as a safer alter-
native to shopping instore during 
this time. We first started to notice 
a discernible impact on Drizly the 
week of March 9 and have since 
seen sales continue to accelerate 
week over week. This past week 
(without 3/30), sales were up 461 
percent over baseline (defined as 
eight weeks prior – essentially, 
what we would have expected to 
see around this time). To a very 
large extent, this was driven by 
new customers who have account-
ed for 40 percent of orders in the 

last couple of weeks (this is usually 
closer to 15 percent). New buyers, 
specifically, were up 1200 percent 
year over year last week. Over-
all, consumers are placing larger 
orders, 25-50 percent larger than 
normal, which has indicated a 
“stock up” mentality.

 
Q:  How has the company 

adjusted to the flood of new cus-
tomers along with existing custom-
ers? Have you expanded quickly?

A:  Drizly is a digital market-
place, which means we work 
with local retailers in more than 
180 markets to serve millions of 
customers across North America. 
Most stores in our network remain 
open and our retail partners are 
working day and night to satisfy 
the massive influx of orders. We 
continue to adjust to meet the 
needs of both our partners and 
our customers–this has meant hir-
ing new team members, providing 
guidelines on contactless deliver-
ies to our retail network, building 
new tools, and more. Additionally, 
we are also working with a num-
ber of new retailers to get them 
onboarded onto Drizly as quickly 
as possible so they can begin offer-
ing delivery to consumers in their 
area.

 
Q:  With so many staying home 

to preserve their health, particular-

ly if they are older adults or health 
compromised, many have turned 
to delivery as a lifeline. Delivery 
like this is a business, but does it 
almost become a bit of a public 
service in these times as well?

A:  We’re really proud to hear 
that. We know during these times 
many consumers are turning to 
delivery as a safer alternative. 
Our number one priority is doing 
everything we can to continue to 
support our customers, young and 
old, at this time – and most impor-
tantly, doing so in a way that pro-
tects the health and safety of every-
one involved. 

 
Q:  Any funny or unique stories 

about doing business, specifically 
delivery business, in this recent cli-
mate you can share?

A: The customer love has been 
pretty awesome during these 
times. We have had to ask for 
patience and understanding with 
new safety guidelines, as well lon-
ger wait times due to high order 
volume, and the response has 
been pretty remarkable. A really 

lovely takeaway during all of this 
– tip amounts have dramatically 
increased for drivers over the last 
few weeks.

 
Q:  How important was it that 

Massachusetts liquor stores were 
deemed essential?

A:  This means we can contin-
ue to operate. During a time when 
many businesses are struggling, 
this means that our partners  can 
stay open and continue to provide 
real value on a local level to their 
customers. Many of our retailer 
partners are small businesses, and 
are relying heavily on delivery to 
stay open as foot traffic is mini-
mal and/or they are opting to close 
to the public for in-store service. 
We were glad to see liquor stores 
deemed essential so we can contin-
ue supporting retailers during this 
unprecedented time. 

 
Q:  Any interesting things to 

point out from your experience 
operating during this incredibly 
different time?

A: Some additional facts that 

we found interesting throughout 
this are:

•From a categorical perspective, 
consumer shopping patterns have 
not changed dramatically – at 
least from a categorical perspec-
tive. Red wine continues to be the 
number one seller on Drizly (with 
Cabernet Sauvignon being the top 
varietal), followed by white wine, 
vodka, bourbon, hard seltzer, 
alternative whiskeys, and tequila.

•We have seen some of the 
smallest growth in the champagne 
and sparkling wine category – this 
could likely be attributed to the 
decrease in corporate ordering, 
as buyers for this category tend to 
skew towards corporate order or 
gifting use cases.

•Liqueurs, cordials, and 
schnapps continue to see outpaced 
growth, with a major increase 
this week in particular, which is a 
potential indicator that folks may 
be experimenting with recipes or 
stocking up their bar cart while 
they’re home.

•Beers are also making a come-
back– with IPAs, ales, stouts and 
porters all at 740%+ growth in 
sales above the baseline.

ADVERTISE IN THE BOSTON SUN. 
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588

gather in the gardens. They are 
considering doing a cleanup where 
people take turns being in the gar-
den and making sure they are very 
spread out.

Though most gardeners have 
not been spending much time in 
their plots yet, Bertolozzi said that 
each garden is big enough where 
gardeners would be at least six feet 
apart even with their plot neigh-
bor. 

But many people are still pre-
paring for the gardening season in 
other ways. 

“This is the time of the year 
where people are possibly starting 
seeds inside,” she said. “I happen 
to have a grow light that we use to 
start our tomatoes.”

Bertolozzi also said that some 
gardeners have been able to start 
some cold crops like peas, snap 
peas, and spinach, but for a lot of 
other crops, “you really do have to 
wait until the ground warms up—
primarily at the end of May,” she 
said.

She said that one of the issues 

gardeners are facing right now is 
delays in seeds from companies 
that they usually order from.

“We’re really lucky that last year 
we had reached out to a bunch of 
seed companies and talked to them 
about the Fenway Victory Gar-
dens and asked if they’d give us 
some of their expired seeds,” she 
said. “They were very generous. I 
remember coming home one day 
to a 45 pound box of seeds.”

She said there are “large quan-
tities of basic seeds” like carrots, 
peas, and tomatoes, and she said 
that while they did bring the seeds 
to different garden events last year, 
not many people were interested.

“People are really interested in 
getting them now,” she said. She 
said they’re working on getting a 
plan together to package up the 
seeds and place them in a common 
area outside for people to share.

“It eliminates the need for peo-
ple to gather and gives people a 
little more comfort that they can 
go through the bins,” she said. 
Though there is a limited variety 

of seeds—probably seven or eight 
different types, she said—people 
can still have access to something 
they can grow in their garden.

Additionally, “gardeners are 
notorious for saving old seeds,” 
she said, which probably have a 
slightly lower germination rate but 
will still yield results. 

“I think the biggest thing that 
we’re all struggling with is that this 
happened so fast that it didn’t real-
ly give people the opportunity to 
plan,” Bertolozzi said. “I’m tryin 
to get people to reach out and keep 
looking but like I said, we’ve got a 
stash of them now thanks to some 
folks who had been nice enough to 
provide us with seed.” 

As far as the cleanup goes, 
“per our guidelines, gardeners are 
responsible for the areas directly 
outside their gardens anyway. Gar-
deners will be even more diligent 
about taking care of that.”

She said the gardens will still 
receive their compost through the 
City of Boston and be able to dis-
tribute that to the gardeners.

Also, every year a week after 
Mother’s Day is a community 
participation day that “dovetails 
with a big bulk order,” she said, 
consisting of dirt, compost cow 
manure, wood for people who 
want to build raised beds, fencing, 
and posts for those who need to fix 
their fences or gates. 

The order is typically placed in 
mid-April and garden members 
are given a list of how much the 
items cost and how many of each 
they would like. “Everyone works 
to defray what the shipping cost 
is,” Bertolozzi said, “and Home 
Depot delivers it to us.”

However, this delivery requires 
a group of people to be on the 
ground to help with the distri-
bution of materials, and people 
need to show up with their order 
forms to confirm what they have 
purchased. “We have a bunch of 
volunteers who also show up and 
help other gardeners get materials 
to their respective gardens,” she 
said. “We’re struggling with how 
to manage something that wide of 

scope.”
She said that this year, they are 

really going to have to rely on the 
help of the garden members them-
selves rather than counting on 
leaning on outside groups like they 
have often done in the past.

Rick Richter, Vice President of 
the Fenway Garden Society, will 
look at assigning garden members 
responsibility for different sections 
of gardens, making sure that peo-
ple who are assigned to different 
rows are making sure that garden-
ers have what they need and are in 
compliance with the guidelines. 

She also said that they are going 
to be posting on the bulletin board 
in the garden reminding visitors to 
the gardens that they are operating 
under the rules of the City of Bos-
ton, as the gardens sit on City of 
Boston parkland. 

Anyone interested in putting 
their name on the waitlist for a 
garden plot should email info@
fenwayvictorygardens.org.
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cery store workers are doing a ter-
rific job,” Baker said. 

MAYOr WAlSH UPDATES
On April 5, Mayor Walsh 

implemented stricter measures to 
help protect the residents of Bos-
ton. Starting on Monday, April 6, 
the Boston Public Health Com-
mission issued a Public Health 
Advisory that establishes a curfew 
in the City of Boston. Everyone 
except essential workers should 
stay inside between 9pm and 6am, 
the Mayor said. As of right now, 
this will be in effect until May 4. 
He said this was a necessary choice 
to make because there have been 
reports of people not social dis-
tancing especially in the evenings, 
as people are visiting friends’ hous-
es and gathering while waiting for 
food takeout, which the Mayor 

said is unacceptable. 
The Boston Pride Parade sched-

uled for June 13 has been post-
poned until next year, the Mayor 
said. New parking rules are in 
effect for healthcare workers as 
well. If a healthcare worker gets a 
parking ticket, the city will waive 
the ticket if they email a photo of 
the ticket and their hospital ID to 
parking@boston.gov. Walsh said 
this policy also applies retroac-
tively if healthcare workers have 
received any tickets in the past few 
weeks. 

The property tax deadline has 
also been extended from May 1 to 
June 1, and interest on late proper-
ty tax and motor vehicle excise tax 
payments is extended until June 30 
if the bill was due after March 10. 

Additionally, the Mayor asked 
“anyone and everyone to wear a 

mask outside your home,” follow-
ing the new Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) recommenda-
tion to US citizens to do so. “Up 
to 25 percent of people are out 
and about because they don’t feel 
sick,” Mayor Walsh said. He said 
things like scarves and bandannas 
will work to cover the nose and 
face. “We can all help slow the 
spread by covering our faces,” he 
said.

He said that covering faces is 
not a replacement for physical 
distancing of at least six feet from 
others, which is still “100 percent 
necessary.” 

City parks with recreational 
sports areas are also closed as of 
April 6. “People are continuing to 
gather and we simply have to take 
that option away,” he said. “No 
group activities should be taking 
place anywhere.” Mayor Walsh 
said that police are empowered to 
break up groups, and although he 
doesn’t want to have to fine people 
for disobeying the rules, but he is 
not taking it off the table. 

There are also new steps taken 
at City Hall. Beginning Tuesday, 
April 7, City Hall is only open to 
the public on Tuesdays and Fri-
days from 9am to 5pm, and every-
one entering the building, includ-
ing employees, will be required to 
have their temperature taken, the 
Mayor said. He stressed that peo-
ple should only come to City Hall 
for services that are not available 
by phone or online. 

The Mayor also announced 
new measures for those at higher 
risk—people over the age of 65 
and those with underlying health 
conditions. Walsh is advising these 
residents to “only go out when 
you absolutely need to.” Addition-
ally, he recommended that they 
exercise inside their homes if they 
are able.

“You need to realize how many 
people are vulnerable and they’re 
all around you,” Walsh said. He 
said there are many residents of 
the City of Boston who have asth-
ma, diabetes, cancer, and other 
lung conditions—all of which put 
these people at risk for having 
complications should they con-
tract COVID-19. 

Additionally, he said that nearly 
45 percent of positive tests are in 
people under the age of 40. “You 
have to follow these guidelines,” 

he said. “We’re doing everything 
it takes to be ready for the surge.” 

Over the weekend, Walsh also 
announced that the Boston Con-
vention and Exhibition Center 
would be converted into a 1000 
bed hospital, with 500 beds for 
homeless COVID patients and 500 
for hospital capacity, including six 
acute care suites. Chief of Health 
and Human Services Marty Marti-
nez said on Tuesday afternoon that 
there are close to 200 cases in the 
homeless community. 

“This was done in four days,” 
the Mayor said. “I want to thank 
everyone who has made this hap-
pen. We are preparing for whatev-
er comes our way.” He said these 
beds are not in use as there is no 
current need, but they are ready 
as the City approaches the surge, 
which is predicted for mid-April. 

“Don’t just focus on the num-
bers going up,” Walsh said. 
“Think about the cases you indi-
vidually have stopped and the lives 
you have saved by doing the right 
thing.”

GOVErNOr BAKEr 
COViD-19 COMMUNiTY 

TrACiNG COllABOrATiVE
Governor Baker announced on 

April 3 the creation of the COVID-
19 Community Tracing Collabo-
rative (CTC) which will help mit-
igate the spread of the virus in the 
Commonwealth.

“This initiative is a collabora-
tion between the administration 
and Partners In Health, and is 
the first of its kind in the nation, 
according to a release from the 
state. “The initiative will focus on 
tracing the contacts of confirmed 
positive COVID-19 patients, and 
supporting individuals in quar-
antine, and builds on the efforts 
already underway from the Com-
mand Center to leverage public 
health college students to augment 
the contact tracing being done by 
local boards of health.” 

“Enhanced contact tracing 
capability is another powerful 
tool for public health officials 
and health care providers in the 
battle against COVID-19,” Baker 
said. “Massachusetts is the only 
state in the nation implementing 
this type of programming, and 
this collaborative tracing initia-
tive will break new ground as we 
work together to slow the spread 

of COVID-19.” 
Partners In Health will be 

working with the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health and 
the Executive Office of Health and 
Human Services, and the contact 
tracing will be combined with 
increased testing efforts in the 
state. 

Nearly 1,000 contact tracers 
will be reaching out to COVID-19 
patients and those who they have 
been in contact with in an effort to 
contain the virus. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
COViD-19 rEliEF FUND

Governor Baker and First 
Lady Lauren Baker on April 6 
announced the Massachusetts 
COVID-19 Relief Fund, which 
will support frontline workers and 
other communities who face issues 
like housing insecurity. 

He said that the fund, which 
is administered by Eastern Bank, 
was launched with a $1.8 million 
anchor fund, and is now up to $13 
million as a starting point. 

First Lady Lauren Baker said 
that the fund will also “partner 
with a network of excellent com-
munity foundations and local 
nonprofits who have deep roots in 
their communities.” 

She thanked the “generous 
donors” to the fund, and as 
the need will continue to raise 
throughout the Commonwealth, 
“the sky is the limit for how much 
money we can raise,” she said. 

Governor Baker said that as 
of Monday, about 76,500 people 
have been tested in the Common-
wealth. He also said Massachu-
setts received 100 additional ven-
tilators from the federal govern-
ment, and he has a commitment to 
increase that number over the next 
few days and weeks.  

“This public health crisis con-
tinues to be one of the most chal-
lenging events the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts has ever faced,” 
Baker said.

“The goal here is simple,” he 
said, referring to the fund, “to help 
those who are going to have the 
hardest time working through and 
dealing with” this crisis. 

To read more about the fund 
and to make a donation, visit 
masscovid19relieffund.org. 

COVID-19 UpDate (from pg. 1)

 GARY DRUG
For over 75 years, Gary Drug has been serving the 

residents of Beacon Hill, the West End and the Back Bay.

Copy & Fax Service  • Neighborhood Delivery Service
We accept most prescription drug plans

Let Gary Drug Be Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
59 Charles Street • Phone 617-227-0023 • Fax 617-227-2879

Stay Home, Stay Safe
CALL US

Your Neighborhood PharmacY

NEIGHBORHOOD 
DELIVERY SERVICE

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
Delivering Your Medication 
And Other Essential Items

Store Hours: Mon - Fri 8am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm

By Seth Daniel

The Boston Public Health 
Commission (BPHC) reported 
this weekend a citywide report by 
neighborhood and age range of 

those infected by COVID-19, with 
the downtown neighborhoods 
varying greatly on infection rates 
between the Fenway, South End 
and Back Bay/Beacon Hill as of 
April 2.

Since that time, data and rates 
might have changed, as numerous 
new infections have been reported 
across the City since neighborhood 
data was released. As of April 7, 
according to Boston Public Health 

Commission data, there are now 
2,287 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, with 258 people recovered and 
25 deaths.

For the April 2 data release, the 
citywide average rate was 18.1 per 

10,000 people. South Dorchester 
had the most cases with 175, but 
only had a rate of 21.6. Hyde Park 

Downtown neighborhoods differ greatly in reported 
COViD-19 infections, rates are similar to the average

(NeIghbOrhOODs, Pg. 5)
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Neighborhoods (from pg. 4)

As a 172-year old Boston Bank, East Boston Savings 
Bank has a rich history of servicing the City of 
Boston and its surrounding communities.  The 
foundation that we honor are integrity, strength and 
hard work for all our customers.  It is our tradition 
to be responsive to the needs of people like you 
and businesses like yours during good times and 
challenging times.  

We have seen and been through past events that have 
affected the country and the world.  As we navigate 
through this pandemic together, please know that 
we are here for you.  I assure you that East Boston 
Savings Bank remains your strong neighborhood 
bank, supporting you, your family, your business and 
your community. It’s because of your trust in us - and 
our faith in you – we will make it through these events 
together. 

Trust that we are in this for the long-haul, right by your 
side.  Our branch office doors will remain open as long 
as we can assure the safety of you and our employees.  
Online Banking, Mobile Banking, ATMs and our 
Automated 24-Hour Telephone Banking System 
(866-774-7705) are always an alternative banking 
option for you – visit ebsb.com for more information.  
As always, your deposits are 100% guaranteed by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund.

I understand there are a bunch of unknowns with this 
pandemic but know this; East Boston Savings Bank 
has endured many devastating events in the past and 
has come through each of these stronger and more 
committed to our customers than ever.     

Thank you for trusting in East Boston Savings Bank. 
Stay safe and we look forward to continuing working 
hard for you.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Gavegnano
President, CEO and Chairman
East Boston Savings Bank

East Boston Savings Bank 
is here for you.

800.657.3272      EBSB.com
Member FDIC/Member DIF

and East Boston had the highest 
concentration of cases, with 30.4 
(104 cases) and 27.7 (130 cases).

The data was as of 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 2, and new neigh-
borhood data is expected on April 
10. (Check www.thebostonsun.
com for complete updates through 
the week).

Back Bay/Beacon Hill/Down-
town had the most cases down-
town, with 86 reported, but only 
had a rate per 10,000 of 15.4 
– which was well below the City 
average of 18.1.

The South End had the highest 
concentration of cases with a rate 
of 19.6, which is nearly two points 
above the citywide average. There 
were 70 cases reported through-
out the South End neighborhood. 
On the other hand, the Fenway 
had the lowest rate by far with 
8.4 per 10,000 people (46 cases). 
That could possibly be attributed 
to the quick closing of the universi-
ties that dominate the Fenway and 
Longwood areas.

Back Bay/Beacon Hill and the 
South End were listed as “similar 
to the rest of Boston,” while Fen-
way joined areas like West Rox-
bury, Jamaica Plain, and Allston/
Brighton as “lower than the rest of 

Boston.”
In other places nearby, such as 

Revere and Chelsea – the numbers 
have really spiked. Revere, with a 
population of around 53,000 peo-
ple, reported 218 cases and sever-
al deaths on April 3, while Chel-
sea, with a population of around 
42,000 reported 229 cases and 
three deaths on April 4.

In Boston, there were 1,116 
active cases on April 2, with 106 
people having recovered. There 
were 10 deaths citywide as well. 
That equaled a total of 1,232 con-
firmed cases in Boston. Of all those 
active cases, 96 have been hospi-
talized. There were also many res-
idents showing up at the Emergen-
cy Room with COVID Like Illness 
(CLI). That has been transformed 
into a statistic known as CLI and 
of all ER visits, 9.1 percent were 
for those with CLI. That was up 
from 7.4 percent in the week prior 
(March 20-26).

In Boston overall, it appears 
that men have a higher incidence 
of infection (18.7) that women 
(17.4) at this point, with that over-
all rate in Boston being 18.1.

The age ranges have been 
changing in the last week, with age 
0-19 registering hardly any con-

firmed cases (0.9 rate). The high-
est rates have migrated to those 
in middle age, with those 40-49 
having a rate of 28.2 and those 
50-59 with a rate of 28.3. While 
those 20-29 initially showed com-

parable numbers, they are now on 
the lower end of the spectrum with 
a rate of 15.4 – that compared to 
those just above them ages 30-39, 
whose rate is much higher at 24.0. 

For the most part, older adults 

have stayed steady in their rates, 
which are higher than the overall 
citywide average, but lower than 
those in middle age. (70-79 had 
a rate of 23.6 and 80-plus were 
22.9).

BOSTON PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION (BPHC)
Communicable Disease Control Division

1010 Massachusetts Ave - Boston, MA 02118
Phone: (617) 534-5611 - Fax: (617) 534-5905

Figure 6. Incidence Rates of Reported COVID-19 Cases by Neighborhood Among Boston Residents 

Neighborhood ZIPS

Allston/Brighton (A/B) =02163, 02134, 
02135
Back Bay, Beacon Hill, North End, West 
End, and Downtown (BB) =02108,
02114, 02116, 02199, 02109, 02110, 
02103
Charlestown (CH)=02129
East Boston (EB)=02128
DOR=Dorchester
DOR (02121, 02125)=02121, 02125
DOR (02122, 02124)=02122, 02124
Fenway (FW)=02115, 02215
Hyde Park (HP)=02136
Jamaica Plain (JP)=02130
Mattapan (MT)=02126
Roslindale (RS)=02131
Roxbury (RX)=02119, 02120
South Boston (SB)=02127, 02210
South End (SE)=02111, 02118
West Roxbury (WR)=02132

The unadjusted rate of COVID-19 was higher for East Boston, Dorchester (zips 02122, 02124), Hyde Park, and Mattapan compared with the rest of 
Boston. The unadjusted rate of COVID-19 was lower for Allston/Brighton, Fenway, Jamaica Plain, and West Roxbury compared with the rest of Boston. 
(Figure 6). To test neighborhood differences, an individual neighborhood is compared with the rest of Boston (i.e., all other neighborhoods combined), 
rather than to Boston overall so that individual neighborhood’s contribution to the Boston overall rate does not mask a difference from the rest of 
Boston.
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Boston Pride (from pg. 1)

ger, and I look forward to joining 
everyone to commemorate the 
many years of fighting for equal-
ity.”

Said Linda J. DeMarco, presi-
dent of Boston Pride, “Our fore-
most concern is for the health, 
safety, and wellbeing of the 
LGBTQ community and allies. 
We cannot afford to put anyone at 
risk. There will be time to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of Boston 
Pride and recognize not only the 
struggles that our community has 
faced over the years, but also cel-
ebrate our strength and resiliency 
which we all need during this dif-
ficult time. We appreciate the City 
of Boston’s support of our commu-
nity during this difficult time.”

Boston Pride is focusing on 
maintaining communication with 
its year-round volunteers who 
plan and execute its events and 
programming, sharing resources 
for LGBTQ people, and working 
alongside community partners 
who need support during this 
time. Boston Pride will continue 
to develop programming to com-
memorate its 50th anniversary and 
to connect with the community 
leading up to Pride events in 2021. 
Look for events that will include 

conversations with different lead-
ers throughout the Pride move-
ment, a series of photographs and 
images, and other virtual events. 
Programming announcements will 
be made on the Boston Pride web-
site and social media platforms.

“These are challenging times for 
all of us and Boston Pride is par-
ticularly concerned with the status 
of our LGBTQ seniors, youth, and 
other vulnerable members of the 
community,” said DeMarco. “As 
an organization dedicated to social 
justice, we are particularly con-
cerned in protecting the vulnerable 
members of our community most 
at risk. This was not an easy deci-
sion to make as we understand the 
ripple effect, including a financial 
one, which postponing the events 
will have on our community, our 
partners and our vendors.”

For registered Parade partic-
ipants and Festival booth regis-
trants, registrations are valid for 
the new date. Regarding refunds, 
please visit the Boston Pride web-
site for information.

Boston Pride has provided 
COVID-19 resources for the 
LGBTQ community on its web-
site www.bostonpride.org.

By Seth Daniel

The numbers of persons filing 
for intentions to be married has 
dropped dramatically in the last 
month, and especially compared 
to last year, but for those who 
persist, they are moving rapidly to 
online requests.

The number of people filing for 
intent to be married is down signifi-
cantly every week since the COVID-
19 response, and was down by near-
ly 300 requests in the last week of 
March compared to last year.

During the week of March 
20-26, there were 67 requests to 
be married, compared to a total of 
343 requests at the same time last 
year. In the week of Feb. 7-13 this 
year, there were 225 requests.

City officials indicated that to 
get a marriage certificate, residents 
can either go online to file, or they 
can make an appointment to go 
into City Hall on the prescribed 
days. After the state mandated 
wait period of three days, the City 
then mails the certificate to them.

Since there are no large church 
or venue weddings permitted by 
order of the state right now, City 
officials said it was up to the cou-
ple, once they had the license in 
hand, to find an eligible Justice of 
the Peace or member of the Clergy 
to perform the wedding in a small 
way.

Interestingly, of those that have 
pushed on with getting married 
during the COVID-19 shut-down, 
most have dramatically moved 
towards online filings. Some 75 
percent of the intentions filed in 
the last week of March were done 
online. That is compared to none 
at the same time last year when 
there were more than 300 requests. 

That has actually been the 
standard across the board at City 
Hall for vital statistics, which also 
include death certificates and birth 
certificates (some of the requests 
may not reflect current births or 
deaths, but rather people making 
the request who have more time to 
tie up such loose ends).

In the last week of March, there 
were 675 death certificates issues, 
and 78 percent of them were 
issued online. Only 144 made an 
appointment to come in, and only 

three did it by mail. Last year at 
the same time, of the 985 death 
certificates, just 45 percent per-
formed the service online. In the 
Feb. 7-13 week of this year, that 
number was just 41 percent.

Some 72 percent of the 447 
requests for a birth certificate 
came online, with just one person 
requesting one by mail.

One year ago, of the 1,870 birth 
certificates issued, only 34 percent 
were requested online, and that 
was also the case early in February 
too, with 35 percent of the 1,584 
requests being made online.

It is also fair to note that the 
overall numbers of birth and death 
certificates in the last week of 
March was way down, with birth 
certificates down by more than 75 
percent over last year and death 
certificates down 33 percent over 
last year.

Marriage certificate applications drop significantly
Those filing move online, then have to find a justice of the peace

A graphic here shows the numbers of requests for vital statistics in the 
last week of March, including marriages. Those pushing ahead to get 
married are filing much more frequently online, something that could 
continue when times normalize.
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can use the Zoom platform to join 
other members of the St. Cecil-
ia community for a brief Gospel 
reading, followed by conversation 
and fellowship. R.S.V.P. to get the 
Zoom link by contacting Scott 
MacDonald at smacdonald@stce-
ciliaboston.org. 

Other online offerings include 
“Midday Reflections on Social 
Media,” as well as Evening Prayer 
on Facebook Live Thursdays at 
6:30 p.m. Follow St. Cecilia Parish 
on Facebook and Instagram at @
SaintCeciliaBoston.

St. Cecilia also maintains a You 
Tube channel where users can view 
live streams of its Sunday Masses 
each week beginning at 10 a.m., 
and view Fr. John Unni’s archived 
homilies.

For the rest of Holy Week, St. 
Cecilia is offering Morning Prayer 

on Facebook Live at 9 a.m., a 
Mass live streaming on You Tube 
at 7:30 p.m., and Night Prayer on 
Facebook Live at 10 p.m. on Holy 
Thursday, April 9; Morning Prayer 
on Facebook Live at 9 a.m., as well 
as Stations of the Cross at noon 
and Celebration of the Lord’s Pas-
sion at 3 p.m. on the St. Cecilia 
website at stceciliaboston.org on 
Good Friday, April 10; Morning 
Prayer on Facebook Live at 9 a.m., 
and an Easter Vigil live streaming 
on You Tube at 8 p.m. on Holy 
Saturday, April 11; and Easter 
Mass live streaming on You Tube 
at 10 a.m., and Paschal Vespers on 
Facebook Live at 6 p.m. on Easter 
Sunday, April 12.

Like so many communities of 
worship, Saint Cecilia has been 
using technology to not only 
maintain but to continue build-

ing community during this cri-
sis. The weekly Sunday liturgy 
is live-streamed from the church 
with only the pastor, Father John, 
a reader, and a few members of 
the parish music ministry pres-
ent. Regular services of Morning 
Prayer and Evening Prayer are 
live-streamed from a parishioner’s 
home. Daily three-minute reflec-
tions are created by parishioners 
and are posted to the Saint Cecilia 
Facebook page. 

“Father John regularly shares 
words of prayer, solace, and hope 
via Facebook. And three mornings 
a week there are Zoom gatherings 
where parishioners can hear and 
reflect upon the day’s Gospel read-
ing and take part in fellowship,” 
MacDonald wrote.

Several of the parish’s most 
active ministries focus on serving 

less fortunate members of the par-
ish and the Greater Boston com-
munity. While several ministries 
have needed to curtail some of 
their activities due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, two have remained 
very active. Saint Cecilia CARES 
ministry is a home visitation pro-
gram with parishioners who visit 
the homes of the sick, isolated, and 
lonely members of the parish and 
surrounding community. Commu-
nication is now more likely to be 
provided through phone calls and 
texts, but the CARES ministers 
are a source of comfort and sup-
port to these folks and a group of 
volunteers has been created to do 
shopping, dog walking, and other 
chores for those who are advised 
not to leave their homes. 

Meanwhile, the parish Hunger 
and Homelessness ministry contin-

ues to volunteer at some of Saint 
Cecilia’s nonprofit partner agencies 
despite the need to practice phys-
ical distancing. Community Serv-
ings, the Commonwealth’s only 
nonprofit offering free, home-de-
livered medically-tailored meals to 
those with critical illnesses, has long 
provided some of the most popular 
volunteer opportunities for Saint 
Cecilia parishioners. With appro-
priate spacing and attention to 
hygiene, Community Servings con-
tinues to welcome volunteers from 
the church. The parish also has a 
decade-long relationship with the 
Catholic Charities’ food pantry in 
Dorchester. On Saturday and Sun-
day mornings, parishioners drive to 
three Boston supermarkets, pick up 
donated produce and grocery items, 
and deliver them to the food pantry 
on Columbia Road. 

By Seth Daniel

When Boston EMS crews 
respond to the various neigh-
borhoods for an emergency, the 
response is just as fast as normal, 
but the procedures are more delib-
erate and more carefully conduct-
ed.

EMS Chief James Hooley told 
the newspaper this week that while 
overall calls are down, the risks for 
EMTs to be exposed to COVID-19 
during calls is increasingly high – 
and they’ve taken careful measures 
to protect those front-line workers 
so they can continue to address 
the emergency and not fall to the 
sidelines with the sickness or for 
quarantine.

“There are definitely less calls 
coming in,” he said on Tuesday. 
“However, we started seeing a 
steady increase in the numbers 
of calls where we were treating 
full isolation patients. There was 
that change where total calls went 
down, but the degree of difficulty 
and how we’re approaching every 
single call is challenging. You 
are being a little more deliberate 
and looking for more informa-
tion from the time they call into 
9-1-1…Now, every complaint of 
fever, aches, shortness of breath 
and cough, we would identify that 
as suspicious and to use caution.

“With more testing now, we 
would know some people who are 
home taking care of their symp-
toms (for COVID-19),” he con-
tinued. “We are also getting calls 
from people that say they have 
COVID, and their doctor said to 
call if they feel their condition was 
worsening. As a consequence, we 
would show up at folks homes, 
and before we come in, we would 
don the complete PPE gear.”

Chief Hooley said they have 

had eight EMTs test positive for 
COVID-19, though none were 
hospitalized, and they have worked 
hard to keep those numbers down 
by exercising extreme caution. 
One has returned to work, and 
two more are scheduled to return 
in the coming week.

When EMTs showed up pre-
viously in neighborhoods, they 
always had gloves and the sirens 
and lights attracted attention to 
be certain. Now, however, when 
EMTs show up, it resembles a type 
a type of extreme movie scene as 
EMTs move to protect themselves 
and those in the homes they go 
into.

EMTs now wear gloves, face-
masks, face shields, full gowns, 
head coverings and shoe coverings. 
EMTs also now provide a mask to 
the patient as soon as they arrive, 
which is a protection to themselves 
and to those in the home.

“It’s for their protection, but 
also if the patient has no symp-
toms and is a carrier or maybe 
they are downplaying what they 
are feeling,” he said. “Now EMTs 
and patients all have masks imme-
diately. It’s a good barrier for all 
of us. We would take these pre-
cautions and notify the hospital…
The big thing is trying to prevent 
people from getting sick. We want 
to keep those numbers (among the 
EMTs) down and need to keep the 
disruptions to patient care to a 
minimum.”

Certainly the numbers of calls 
are down, as EMTs aren’t dealing 
as much with routine medical calls, 
violence, overdose or the normal 
things they might do. While there 
is some of that, it’s not at all what 
it was prior to four weeks ago. He 
said on a typical weekday, they 
might get around 355 calls for ser-
vice, and transport between 230 to 
250 people over a 24 hour period. 

Three weeks ago, the transport 
number was down to 160, and 
two weeks ago it was around 170.

Last week it also went up, 
and the numbers of those with 
COVID-19 symptoms were a vast 
majority of the calls.

“It takes a little more prepara-
tion on every call,” he said. “As 
it plays out now, last week we did 
192 transports. The numbers are 
starting to creep up – even though 
they aren’t what they were – but 
116 of those transports were calls 
where somebody probably had 
isolated.”

EMTs are called to be aware, he 
said, to use their PPE on every call, 
to have their trucks well stocked 
with PPE, to wipe down their 
truck with disinfectant after every 
call and to be careful when they 
get off of work as they go home.

“There is a lot of disease with-
in the community,” he said. “We 
could take great protections at 
work and five minutes after work 
we run and errand and bump into 
somebody without taking the right 
precautions and all the protections 
are for naught.”

At EMS headquarters, all the 
call-takers wear masks and prac-
tice social distancing, and even 
Chief Hooley had a mask on 
for a portion of the phone inter-
view with the paper. Despite the 
extreme environment and the risky 
nature of responding to calls at 
homes where patients are recov-
ering, Hooley said it hasn’t affect-
ed morale. In general, he said, 
EMTs are the kind that would run 
towards danger to help, when oth-
ers might be running away from 
it. That said, there is worry about 
how long this might last, and no 
one has that answer.

“No one is afraid of a challenge 
or scared to step up,” he said. 
“They’ve always stepped up for 

a difficult extraction of an indi-
vidual in a car (crash) or using a 
sled to get somebody up a street 
that is snowed in. People here are 
amazingly resilient at adjusting 
and dealing with circumstances. 
What’s affected morale a lot now 
is just knowing this is going to be a 
long-term event. Typically if we’re 
working during the worst heat-
wave in the summer, eventually the 
heat will snap. It’s the same when 
he had that horrible winter in 2015 
with so much snow and every call 
was so much more difficult. You 
knew it would melt eventually.”

With this event, there is just no 
idea when it might end, or if there 
could be a second round this fall, 
and perhaps a third next winter. 
All of it is unknown, and Hooley 
said that has worn on the EMTs in 
the field a bit. They have a stand-
ing peer support group that was 
already in place, and now it has 
moved to an online platform and 
is being used, he said. Those on the 
front lines in the ambulances are 
being brave, he said, and they are 
also human.

“When I talk to the EMTs, their 
concern is mostly about timeline 
and how long we have to sustain 

this pace,” he said. “They are step-
ping up. Our attendance is good. 
We’ve had some people cancel 
vacations. They wanted to make 
sure they were available and doing 
their part. We have people who are 
very dedicated here.”

•If you call 9-1-1 for ambulance 
service, make sure it is an absolute 
emergency.

Dispatchers may ask more ques-
tions than usual, but officials said 
to bear with them. You will likely 
be asked to put on a mask, or they 
will give you one to put on. Callers 
are asked to report every symptom 
they have, including coughs, low 
fevers or general body aches. They 
may ask callers to put on a fresh 
shirt before the ambulance arrives 
as well. All of it is out of an abun-
dance of caution.

They may also ask those who 
are able to meet them on a porch 
or front stoop to prevent having 
to go into a home if unnecessary 
– thus limiting exposure for the 
EMTs and for those in the home. 
They may also want patients to get 
on a stretcher and they will wrap 
patients up for safety.

All of these things will help 
make calls safer and quicker.

Boston EMS workers are taking extra precautions when they respond to 
calls now. While calls are down, more calls involve people who have or 
probably have COVID-19 infections.

Boston EMS crews seeing dip in calls, but exposure risks still run very high

St. CeCelia PariSh (from pg. 1)
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HEY BOSTON, STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY
Message from Mayor Martin J. Walsh

Fever (100.4F / 38C or higher)
Cough
Shortness of breath

CORONAVIRUS SYMPTOMS:

Call ahead before going to your doctor's office or the ER. Call 311 for the Mayor's Health Line.

Stay at least six feet away from others
Do not socialize in person
Wear a face covering when you are in public
Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, cover your cough and sneezes, and avoid others when sick

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

There is a Public Health Advisory for everyone in Boston except essential workers to stay home from 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. daily. As a reminder, please stay home when you can during the day.

Sign up for text alerts in six languages: Text BOSCOVID, BOSEspanol, BOSFrancais, BOSKreyol, BOSKriolu
or BOSPortugues to 99411 for daily updates
Visit boston.gov/coronavirus or call 311 for guidance and information from the City of Boston 

HOW TO STAY INFORMED:

By doing the right thing, we can slow the spread of coronavirus in Boston and save lives. Thank you for all you
have done already: for staying safe, staying inside your home, and staying Boston Strong.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Martin J. Walsh

By Lauren Bennett

The Bay Village Neighborhood 
Association met virtually via Zoom 
for the first time on April 6, where 
there was no set agenda. Rather, 
Mayor Walsh, State Rep. Aaron 
Michlewitz, Boston Police Captain 
Kenneth Fong, and City Council-
ors Annissa Essaibi George and Ed 
Flynn spoke and answered ques-
tions from neighbors related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mayor Walsh said that while he 
cannot predict what will happen 
for sure, the stay at home order 
could possibly be extended until 
mid-June. He also said that wear-
ing a mask outdoors is “something 
that’s really important.” 

Walsh also spoke about the 
homeless population, saying that 
there are about 1800 homeless 
individuals in Boston right now. 
About 1500 of them go into shel-
ters at night, and about 300 remain 
on the street.

He said that there has not been 
an increase in crime, and that about 
20 Boston Police officers have test-
ed positive for COVID-19. The 
Mayor said that if need be, special-
ty units will be put in the street.

Captain Fong said that extra 
officers are already on the street, 
they have plenty of personal pro-
tection equipment, and “we’re 
doing great for staffing.” He also 

said that the Boston Police Depart-
ment is doing outdoor meetings 
and roll calls, and people can file 
police reports by phone now. 

Mayor Walsh also said that he 
wants Boston to get to the point to 
where every Boston resident who 
wants to get tested will get tested. 

Additionally, there are spaces in 
hotels and dormitories available for 
first responders and medical work-
ers who do not want to go home to 
their families and put them at risk. 

The Mayor suggested that peo-
ple do not have any physical con-
tact with older residents. People can 
still bring them food, but it should 
be left on a doorstep and commu-
nication should take place over the 
phone or other technology. 

Walsh called City Hall a “ghost 
town,” as most City Hall employ-
ees are working from home. “It’s a 
very desolate, sad place,” he said. 

AArON MiCHlEWiTZ
State Rep. Aaron Michlewitz, 

also the Chair of the Ways and 
Means Committee, reported that 
the State House is empty, too. He 
thanked Mayor Walsh for his lead-
ership before delving into some of 
the legislation he’s been working 
on.

Michlewitz said one bill that 
has gotten to the governor’s desk 
for a signature is one that moves 
the income tax filing deadline from 

April 15 to July 15, which will 
“give people some time to figure 
things out,” he said. Also, cities 
and towns in the Commonwealth 
will have the power to change the 
date for filing property taxes as 
well.

Additionally, restaurants are 
now allowed to sell beer and wine 
for takeout and delivery, which is 
“unprecedented” in Massachu-
setts, Michlewitz said. “It pro-
vides another tool in the toolbox,” 
allowing restaurants to garner 
more revenue. There are caps on 
how much they can sell and it can-
not be sold after midnight.

There is also a moratorium on 
evictions and foreclosures, which 
extends for 30 days after the 
state of emergency has been lift-
ed. “Things are certainly going to 
get crazy and difficult for folks in 
terms of paying rent,” he said. “We 
don’t know when this emergency 
will end.” 

Landlords do still have the abil-
ity to evict for criminal reasons, 
Michlewitz said. 

COUNCilOr ANNiSSA 
ESSAiBi GEOrGE

City Councilor Annissa Essaibi 
George gave an update from her 
sewing room, where she is making 
masks for healthcare workers. All 
of the masks are washable; most 
are fabric, and some have a pocket 

for a filter, she said.
“Almost all of them are in 

healthcare facilities, not typically 
in critical care settings,” she said, 
where the N95 masks are typically 
used. 

“I can’t believe I’m making 
masks; I can’t beleive I’ll be mak-
ing masks for the next couple of 
weeks,” she said. 

She said she spends the first half 
of her day on Council business and 
the second half making masks. 
“From the Council perspective, it’s 
all COVID-19, all the time,” she 
said. However, the City Council is 
about to begin its annual city bud-
get process, which comes with its 
own challenges this year since the 
Council cannot meet in person. 

“The process will look a little 
different this year,” she said. “We 
still have three plus billion dollars 
of your money to figure out how 
it needs to be spend to make sure 
the resources are where they need 
to be.” 

COUNCilOr ED FlYNN
City Councilor Ed Flynn said 

that one aspect of spreading infor-
mation about the pandemic that 
he is specifically focused on is lan-
guage access—“making sure res-
idents in my district are updated, 
educated, and aware of the coro-
navirus and steps that they need to 
take,” he said. He has distributed 
information in Cantonese, Man-
darin, and Spanish, he said. “We 
are working closely with our immi-

grant neighbors across the state,” 
he added.

Also, Councilor Flynn has gath-
ered volunteers to call 10,000 
seniors across the district to check 
up on them and let them know that 
the City is there for them. He said 
they are about a third of the way 
done now.

“It’s really a team effort and 
it’s about working together, treat-
ing everybody fairly, and treating 
everybody with respect,” Flynn 
said. 

“Social media has a major part 
in this outreach,” he said. He said 
that while his office is “reaching a 
lot of people about the Coronavi-
rus,” there are still a lot of people 
who are not following the guide-
lines. He is also making sure that 
neighborhood associations like 
BVNA aware of what’s happening 
so they can also spread the message 
to their members. 

Flynn also reported that the Josi-
ah Quincy School in partnership 
with Tufts Medical Center is now a 
testing site for first responders and 
people within the neighborhood.

“It’s about coming together as 
a country,” Flynn said, “making 
sure we treat everyone fairly espe-
cially our immigrant neighbors; 
our Asian American brothers and 
sisters.”  

BVNA President Bethany Patten 
reminded neighbors that the BVNA 
and the City is here for everybody: 
“if anybody needs anything, please 
reach out.”  

Bay Village hears from elected officials virtually
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By Dan Murphy

As the first quarter of 2020 
drew to a close, District 4 had seen 
a 12-percent decrease in incidents 
of violent and property crime from 
last year.

According to Boston Police, 
602 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported in the district, which 
includes Back Bay, the South End, 
Lower Roxbury and the Fenway, 
between Jan. 1 and March 29 
of this year, compared with 684 
during the same timeframe in 
2019.

Homicides dropped from one 
last year to none this year while 
rapes and attempted rapes were 

down nearly 43 percent as the 
number fell to four from seven in 
2019.

The rate of robberies and 
attempted robberies remained 
steady at 23 incidents both this 
year and last.

Domestic aggravated assaults 
saw a 50-precent decrease as the 
number fell to 10 from 20 in 2019 
while in contrast, non-domestic 
aggravated assaults were up nearly 
20 percent as the number climbed 
to 49 from 41 last year.

Incidents of commercial bur-
glary were down around 29 per-
cent as the number fell to 17 from 
24 in 2019; residential burglaries 
decreased almost 41 percent as the 

number dropped to 19 from 32 
last year; and the number of other 
burglaries went from six last year 
to none in 2020.

The rate of larcenies from a 
motor vehicle remained steady at 
96 incidents both this year and last 
while other larcenies were down 
nearly 43 percent as the number 
fell to four from seven last year.

And auto theft spiked 47 per-
cent as the number spiked to 25 
from 17 in 2019.

Citywide, Part One crime was 
down 2 percent as the number of 
incidents fell to 3,536 from 3,626 
in 2019.

District 4 sees 12-percent drop in Part One crime this year

By Lauren Bennett

Deemed an essential business, 
Huntington Wine & Spirits on 
Huntington Ave. is still open for 
business, and owner Steven Rubin 
has offered some Easter wine tips 
to find the perfect pair for your 
holiday dinner.

The store, which has been 
a neighborhood business since 
1936, will be open Easter Sunday 
from 12pm to 6pm, and Rubin is 
now offering 20 percent off of any 
six bottles of wine storewide all 
year long, sale items excluded. 

Though springtime holidays 
will be spent a little differently this 
year as families will be unable to 
gather, anyone who will be making 
a dinner can still get some wine.

“One of the best complements 
to Easter dinner would be rosé 
wines,” Rubin said. “French rosés 
are drier, where American roses 
tend to be sweeter.” He called 
rosés a “great value” and “food 

friendly.”
For red wines, he recommended 

pinot noirs. “They’re real jammy, 
fruit-forward, and spicy,” Rubin 
said.

“And for white wine choice, I 
would recommend a sauvignon 
blanc,” he said, which have citrus 
notes and “plenty of fresh lemon 
and lime zest.” Aside from being 
food-friendly, they can be found in 
the $15 dollar range as well. 

Additionally, Rubin said that a 
sparking wine always works well 
for an apéritif. 

Between the combination of 
people generally staying at home 
and Northeastern students return-
ing home, “we’re doing a third of 
what we normally do,” he said. 
“We could use any help.”

Huntington Wine & Spirits is 
also offering curbside pickup and 
delivery; people can call (617) 
536-0164 to place an order. The 
store is also open Monday through 
Saturday from 11am to 9pm and 
on Sundays from 12pm-6pm. 

By Dan Murphy

A 22,000 square-foot dog park 
proposed for Charlesgate Park 
promises to be the biggest facili-
ty of its kind citywide, according 
to Marie Law Adams, a founding 
principal of the Landing Studio, 
a Somerville-based architectural 
firm.

Adams again detailed plans to 
build the dog park, which were 
first unveiled last September, as 
part of a larger to reclaim the “key 
link” that connects the Kenmore, 
Back Bay and Fenway neighbor-
hoods and unite the Charles River 
Esplanade, the Emerald Necklace 
and the Commonwealth Avenue 
Mall into a single-park system 
during a virtual meeting Tuesday 
night. The project is a collabo-
ration between the Charlesgate 
Alliance – a nonprofit launched 
three years ago with the mission 
of advocating for the area and 
abutting neighborhoods – and the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy, a 
Boston-based nonprofit dedicated 
to the maintenance and preserva-
tion of park designed by venerable 
landscape architect Fredrick Law 

Olmsted, including Charlesgate 
Park, which was razed in the mid-
1960s during construction of the 
overhead Philip G. Bowker Over-
pass.

The proposed dog park would 
be located on the South Field 
between Commonwealth Avenue 
and the Massachusetts Turnpike, 
and a large, curved stone-wall at 
the rear of the site would be “dis-
mantled” to recover one-third of 
an acre of open space. In its place, 
a “new sound attenuation” would 
be constructed to provide a noise 
buffer, Adams said.

The dog park would be divided 
into two play areas to accommo-
date “more and less social dogs” 
and so that different types of activ-
ities can occur simultaneously, 
Adams said.

Pea stone – rounded, small 
gravel - and rice stone – a similar 
material with “a slightly elongated 
shape” - are the preferred elements 
for the dog park’s surfacing while 
a 10-foot-wide central pathway 
made of asphalt would be con-
structed for maintenance on the 
Bowker Overpass, Adams said.

A 4-foot steel picket fence as 
seen in other parks maintained by 

the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation and proposed for 
the intended play area on Charles-
gate Park’s North Field would 
enclose the dog park, Adams 
said, and a double-entry or “cor-
ral-style” entry would be installed 
to prevent dogs from escaping 
when others enter the dog park.

Other proposed features include 
benches along the pathway; drink-
ing fountains for people and pets 
in both sections of the dog park; 
and lighting near the pathway to 
make the area safer.

The project is currently in the 
“design development phase,” 
which is expected to wrap up at 
the end of the year contingent on 
review and approval by DCR and 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation (MassDOT), 
simultaneously.

Permitting is then expected to 
take between 15 and 17 months 
after the deign documents are 
submitted, and the Emerald Neck-
lace Conservancy is now trying 
to raise both public and private 
funds for construction of the dog 
park, according to members of the 
design team.

SERVICES
JOHN J. RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential
Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Holiday wine tips 
from Huntington 
Wine & Spirits  

WE’RE OFFERING THIS SPECIAL PAGE AS A RESOURCE FOR ALL SERVICES 
IN TOWN THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NEED WHILE STAYING IN.

FULL-PRINT EDITION WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE THURSDAY

THE SPECIAL IS A BUSINESS CARD AD FOR 2 WEEKS FOR $80
Please reach out with any questions,deadline for Thursday April 9 is Tuesday April 7 at noon

Call     781-485-0588 or email deb@thebostonsun.com  for more information 

STAY IN AND TAKE OUT
HELP LOCAL BUSINESSES WHILE STAYING IN

Deliveries ★ Takeouts ★ Home Services
During this crisis, here are some South End-area resources.

Consider taking out an ad to and to promote your business at this time, there are many 
people in South End-area who do not go online and use the newspaper for most of their 

neighborhood information.

Design team says dog park proposed for 
Charlesgate Park would be biggest in city
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The leaded glass window in the last clue is on 41 Park Drive which was 
built circa 1900 for philanthropist and housing reformer Robert Treat 
Paine. Paine chaired the effort that raised the money to build Trinity 
Church in Copley Square. In 1878 he organized Associated Charities, 
the group that is today known as the Boston Foundation.

The next clue will be found in the South End.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THiS WEEK'S ClUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THiS WEEK'S ANSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 
Tabors, R David        Iatssci T             208 Beacon St              $10,750,000
Unit 101 2 Clarendn Sq  Hegarty, Jeremiah       2 Clarendon St #101         $975,000
Roberts, Kristen Kohada LLC 114 Commonwealth Ave #3        $1,925,000
Dee, John F            Baltrus, Susan 24 Marlborough St #2       $1,740,000

BEACON HILL
30 Chestnut LLC Gaudreau, Russell A    30 Chestnut St      $6,800,000
Brown, David           Tornow, Jason S     30 Hancock St #2              $1,205,000
Yee, Kenneth M          Banerjee, Abhijit 2 Hawthorne Pl #15B      $450,000 
Lee, James R           Polk Square LLC 5 W Hill Pl #A         $1,268,000
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Isabella Church LLC Marist Fathers Of Boston 19 Isabella St               $6,750,000
Stefani, Brendan J Kalman, Kierstyn E 488-488A Columbus Ave #1    $1,046,120
Pfau, Raymond            Berzin, Isaac           31 Queensberry St #1       $750,000
Wiggill, Richard Calabro, Nicole E 46 Rutland Sq #2           $805,000
Daneshvar, Daniel H       Ellenson, Harron M 3 Sentry Hill Pl            $2,200,000
APS Tremont Realty LLC 572 Tremont Street T    572 Tremont St #572   $1,520,000
Fioroni, Tinamarie Pamela S Sheffield T     680 Tremont St #2            $720,000
Schlossberg, Naomi R      Peterson, Jennifer Y 88 Worcester St #1        $1,465,000

By Lauren Bennett

Chester Square Neighbors held 
its first virtual meeting in April 1, 
where neighbors gathered to talk 
with each other via Zoom right 
from the comfort of their own 
homes. As the COVID-19 crisis 
continues, these online meetings 
allow community organizations to 
retain some sense of normalcy and 
help each other out. 

Neighbors discussed a mutu-
al aid project for the South End 
to connect neighbors in need to 
resources, and provide ways for 
those who want to help to do so. 

Community activist Armani 
White said that right now, he’s 
involved in the Roxbury Mutual aid 
group. “In times of crisis, it’s a time 
to be better neighbors,” he said. 
“It’s a nice way to get neighbors 
talking to each other and connected 
to each other in a time of crisis.”

South End neighbors created 
fliers about the mutual aid group 
and had them translated and deliv-
ered on Mass. Ave. 

Elizabeth Ruckus of Showing 
Up for Racial Justice, which mobi-
lizes white people against white 
supremacy, said that aid groups 
who the most effective have a 
“strong coordinating team.” 

Chester Square Neighbors Pres-
ident Carol Blair asked neighbors 
if they had any ideas of what they 
might offer in terms of aid. 

Karen Mauney-Brodek, presi-
dent of the Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy, said she would be willing 
to put extra groceries on her stoop 
for people who may need them. 
Other suggestions included put-
ting a sign up with the groceries to 
let people know what they’re for, 

or a way to reach the person for 
perishable items that must be kept 
refrigerated. 

The neighbors agreed that more 
fliers needed to be distributed as 
well to keep spreading the word. 
They also discussed adding more 
volunteers to the group. 

Next on the agenda was Friends 
of Chester Square, where Michelle 
Laboy discussed changes that 
would have to be made this year in 
light of the virus outbreak. 

“We are in a moment that we 
have to respect the restrictions that 
are in place to protect everyone,” 
she said. “Having a cleanup is not 
a good idea, which is what we nor-
mally do.”

Laboy said that for the clean-
up, the Boston Parks Department 
delivers tools for the cleanup, “but 
that also feels wrong right now,” 
she said. She also said she was 
worried about neighbors sharing 
tools and potentially spreading 
germs. She said if the cleanup were 
to still happen, the Friends would 
have to rely on tools that neigh-
bors already have.

However, Laboy said that the 
parks department has already been 
doing a lot of cleaning in Boston 
parks, including in Chester Square, 
so she said there probably isn’t 
much to clean up anyway. “We 
would probably focus on planting 
instead,” she said. “It’s a little early 
to tell because we have to wait to 
see what comes up first.”

Mauney-Brodek said that she has 
obserbed needles and garbage being 
picked up, and the fact that the City 
has chosen to keep its parks open is 
“pretty commendable.”

She said that the state Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation has taken out all of its gar-

bage cans from its parks. This has 
not happened in Boston parks but 
“that could change soon” to keep 
workers safe, she said. 

Laboy said that creating a list 
of tasks for neighbors to do in the 
square at different times so not 
everyone is crowded there at the 
same time would be a good idea. 
Blair suggested the creation of a 
Google Form so neighbors can 
sign up for particular things. 

Lastly, the neighbors discussed 
other tools and ways that people 
can help each other out and still 
have fun even though everyone is 
stuck inside.

Mauney-Brodek suggested that 
neighbors who are interested all 
gather on Zoom for an hour some 
day and play with the software 
to become more familiar with its 
features, as it can be helpful down 
the line. “Having this tool means 
we’re all going to be more resil-
ient,” she said, adding that she 
would be willing to help out with 
the Zoom training. 

Another suggestion was a 
neighborhood Zoom or Facebook 
Live concert with a way for neigh-
bors to submit tips for musicians, 
as this is a difficult time for many 
local musicians. Other suggestions 
included having a virtual happy 
hour, kids circle time, other advo-
cacy work, and collaborating with 
the South End Historical Society. 

Some neighbors also thought 
that even when the virus passes, 
offering Zoom access to the in-per-
son meetings would allow people 
who cannot physically come to 
the meetings for any reason to still 
actively participate in their neigh-
borhood.  

The next Chester Square Neigh-
bors meeting will be on May 6. 

Chester Square Neighbors meet online
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ForFor              RecordRecord
COrONAVirUS UPDATE: Due to public health concerns, the hearings that 

normally would be held on a week have been postponed or canceled due to the guid-
ance of Mayor Martin Walsh and the order of Gov. Charlie Baker. Some meetings, 

however, have been moved to an online or teleconference format under the emergency order 
on the Open Meeting Law issued by Gov. Baker.

On April 5th, Mayor Walsh announced the following restrictions to municipal buildings:
•Starting Tuesday, April 7, City Hall will reduce the days of operation that it is open to 

the public to only Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Note: City Hall will be open 
Monday, April 6 and Tuesday, April 7 and will be closed on Good Friday, April 10.

•Public access to 1010 Massachusetts Avenue will be limited to the Boston Public Health 
Commission on the 2nd Floor and residents must be accompanied when entering the build-
ing. 

•Additionally, everyone entering City Hall, including employees and members of the 
public, will be required to complete a self-screening for COVID-19 symptoms, including 
elevated temperature.

•Residents are required to make appointments if they need to visit any of the essential 
services offered out of City Hall.

•Residents are asked not to call 9-1-1 unless you are experiencing a medical emergency. 
All COVID-19 questions should be directed to the Mayor’s Health Line at 617-534-5050 
or 311. The City and BPHC will continue to provide updated information on bphc.org and 
boston.gov/coronavirus.

•CONSTrUCTiON
Due to the public health emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19, Mayor Walsh 

announced that he is extending the City of Boston’s order to pause non-essential construc-
tion for City of Boston permitted sites. The initial order announced on March 16th was set 
for 14 days and will now continue until further notice. 

•From the April 7, noon, CiTY COUNCil COMMiTTEE ON GOVErNMENT 
OPErATiONS HEAriNG: (Online via Zoom) Petition for a special law re:  An Act Autho-
rizing Additional Licenses for the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages to be Drunk on the Premises 
in Boston (sponsored by Mayor Martin J. Walsh); and, Docket #0281, petition for a special 
law re:  An Act Authorizing Additional Licenses for the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages to be 
Drunk on the Premises in Boston (sponsored by City Councilor Frank Baker).  These mat-
ters were referred to the Committee on January 29, 2020.

•From the April 9, 2 p.m., COMMiTTEE ON HOUSiNG AND COMMUNiTY 
DEVElOPMENT HEAriNG (VirTUAllY ViA ZOOM MEETiNG):

To discuss ways to support tenants facing eviction and displacement, and regard-

ing the creation of temporary rental assistance to support residents impacted by 
COVID-19. Order for a hearing to discuss ways to support tenants facing eviction 
and displacement. Order for a hearing regarding the creation of temporary rental 
assistance to support residents impacted by COVID-19.  

•From the April 15 St. Botolph Architectural Conservation District meeting, , 5:15 p.m. 
(via Zoom: HTTPS://ZOOM.US/J/537349796):

DESIGN REVIEW
•20 Cumberland St. Proposed Work: At rear façade, construct a carport and roof deck.
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
•3 Durham St.: At roof level, remove rotted freeze board and replace in kind
•9-17 Harcourt St.: At penthouse level, replace all windows on a non-contributing build-

ing for like windows.

HElP COViD19 EFFOrTS
•Stay home. If you must go outside, practice physical distancing from others (6 feet 

apart); avoid crowded places.
•Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds; use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol; avoid shaking hands
•Cover your coughs and sneezes; clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and sur-

faces; and avoid close contact with people who are sick.
•If you think you might be sick, please call your doctor or 311 to be connected to the 

Mayor’s Health Line 617-534-5050. Buoy Health has created a free online diagnostic tool 
which screens for COVID19 at buoy.com/mass.

•Donate supplies to first responders. 
•Donate to the City of Boston Resiliency Fund. 
•Volunteer with the City of Boston.
•Fill out the 2020 Census. The Census informs how billions of dollars in federal funds 

will be allocated by state, local and federal lawmakers annually for the next 10 years. It’s 
more critical than ever to ensure that all Bostonians are counted.

•HOW TO rEPOrT A PrOBlEM PrOPErTY
Since taking office in 2014, Mayor Walsh has made fixing quality of life issues a priority 

in his administration. From investing in Public Works to making sure community policing 
is a staple in every neighborhood, we are making sure every neighborhood is clean, safe 
and a great place to live and work in. Unfortunately some properties in Boston need more 
help than others, and that’s why we are here. If you know of a property that fits one of the 
following criteria: multiple calls to 911, one that’s blighted or just a general concern, 
we encourage you to reach out to your neighborhood liaison.

Foodie’s taking measures to safely serve the community
By Lauren Bennett

Local businesses across the city 
are working to make sure their 
employees and customers stay safe 
during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
while still making sure they meet 
customers’ needs.

Foodie’s Market is no different. 
With locations in the South End 
and South Boston, owners Vic 
Leon, Jr. and his father, Vic Leon 
Sr. have implemented measures in 
the stores to make sure people stay 
safe and items remain in stock.

“We’re doing a lot of sanitizing 
at the store; wiping down door 
knobs, pin pads, shelving, any sort 
of high traffic area that poses risk,” 
Leon Jr. told the Sun. “We’ve put 
stripes on the floor guiding cus-
tomers to stay six feet apart.”

Additionally, Foodie’s has 
implemented senior shopping 
hours from 8:00am to 9:00am and 
have installed plexiglass shields at 

checkout counters to protect both 
customers and cashiers. He also 
said that cashiers are encouraged 
to wear masks. The stores also 
close an hour earlier to make it 
easier on staff. Stores are now open 
from 8:00am to 8:00pm Monday 
through Saturday, and 8:00am to 
7:00pm on Sundays. 

Leon Jr. said that they have 
reached out to several different 
suppliers to make sure they can 
keep highly sought after items in 
stock, such as toilet paper. “We’ve 
got a handful of suppliers that 
we’re getting product from,” he 
said. “Before, it would have only 
been one or two.” 

He said that due to the small 
scale of the store, he believes that 
Foodie’s has been successful in 
getting these types of products. 
“We’re able to be a little more nim-
ble than the box stores,” he said. 

For a while, he said people were 
buying “an unbelievable amount 

of meat,” such as chicken and beef 
products. “That seems to have 
leveled off a bit,” he said. But as 
for cleaning products, disinfecting 
wipes, hand sanitizer, and toilet 
paper—“those are still a challenge 
to try and get.” He also said that 
flour is another item that seems to 
be in high demand.

Foodie’s has also launched an 
online delivery service at the South 
Boston location, but Leon Jr. said 
he hopes to expand it to the South 
End. Grocery delivery service Mer-
cato is used to deliver the grocer-
ies, but the orders are hand-picked 
by Foodie’s employees, he said. He 
also said he is hiring staff members 
at the South End location to do the 
picking. 

“The staff has been unbeliev-
able through this period,” Leon 
Jr. said. “They’re all hands on 
deck supporting each other; sup-
porting the customers. It’s been 
sort of a heartwarming thing.” 

 Leon Jr. said he’s “lucky” to 
have “great managers” who have 
worked at the store long-term that 
he’s able to rely on. He thanked 
Foodie’s customers for their sup-
port and business.

“We feel strongly that we are 
an essential business and are doing 

our best to stay open,” he said. 

“Thank you for your patience. If 

things aren’t as efficient as they 

normally are, please be patient as 

we are trying our best to continue 

to service everybody.” 

WWIINNEE  SSPPEECCIIAALL!!!! Buy any 6
Bottles get 20% OFF

HUNTINGTON WINE
 & SPIRITS

EASTER SUNDAY
OPEN 12-6PM

301 Huntington Ave. | Across from the YMCA | 617.536.0164

sale items excluded



PA G E  1 2 A P r i l  9 ,  2 0 2 0T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

     172 NEWBURY STREET  •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM • 617.236.0711

FLAT OF BEACON HILL 

17 LOUISBURG SQUARE 
5 BEDS | 3F 2H BATHS | 7,610 SQFT 

$18,500,000

380 BEACON STREET #2 
3 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS | 3,714 SQFT 

$5,950,000

33 BEAVER PLACE 
4 Beds | 4.5 Baths | 4,664 SQFT 

$8,490,000

110 ARLINGTON STREET 
1 - 4 BEDROOMS 

$1,595,000 - $6,500,000

285 COLUMBUS AVENUE #803  
2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,011 SQFT 

$1,650,000


