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By Dan Murphy

Rumors of The Pour House’s 
demise have been greatly exag-
gerated amid news that the 
longstanding Boylston Street 
bar could reopen within 30 
days.

“It is with great regret to 
tell you that after 34 glorious 
years, it is time for us to say 
goodbye and thank you. Due 

to COVID the ownership of 
The Pour House will be chang-
ing hands,” the bar’s owners 
posted Wednesday, Sept. 2, on 
Instagram. “We want to thank 
each and every one of you very 
much. The heart and soul of 
The Pour House has always 
been our staff and our custom-
ers. Without them, we would 

By Lauren Bennett

Northeastern University 
announced last week that it 
has suspended eleven students 
for the fall semester who were 
found not complying with uni-
versity social distancing rules.

According to a September 4 
message from News @ North-
eastern, the students were gath-
ered in a room at the Westin 
Copley Place hotel, which is 
being used by the university for 
stu-dent housing this semester.   

“The students (and their par-
ents) were notified Friday that 

they must vacate the Westin 
within 24 hours,” the mes-
sage states. “Before departing, 
they were required to undergo 
COVID-19 testing at Northeast-
ern, with the understanding that 
anyone who tests positive will 
be moved into wellness housing 
at the university until they have 
recovered, in order to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus.”

The students were members 
of the N.U.in Program, which 
provides an “international 
experi-ence for first-year stu-
dents,” the message states, add-
ing that 818 students who are a 

part of the program are residing 
at the Westin Copley Place. The 
students are permitted to chal-
lenge the suspension at a hear-
ing, the message states. 

“Northeastern and its com-
munity of students, faculty, and 
staff take violations of health 
and safety protocols very seri-
ously,” Madeleine Estabrook, 
senior vice chancellor for stu-
dent affairs at Northeastern, 
said in the message. “Coopera-
tion and compliance with pub-
lic health guidelines is absolute-
ly essential. Those people who 
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AT A BREAKING POINT:
Scores of neighbors turn out to send a mass/Cass message – Enough is Enough

PHOTOS BY SETH DANIEL

Residents of the South End and 
Lower Roxbury united in the 
middle of Massachusetts Avenue 
for the first time with the com-
mon cause on Sept. 4 of saying, 
‘Enough is Enough’ as it relates to conditions on Mass/Cass – referred to by 
the crowd as Methadone Mile. In the long-anticipated standout, residents 
from both sides of Mass Ave stopped traffic to draw attention to the open 
drug use and quality of life issues in their neighborhood. Here, Wil Cordero 
stands silently with a sign as he helped to block traffic on the busy street. 
Meanwhile, Donna Rose and her dog were out for a walk and joined in the 
standout – saying her grandson cannot even go outside without finding a 
needle. See more photos on Pages 8 and 9.

By Seth Daniel

With every “deposit” made 
on the doorsteps of South End 
residents, and every needle 
found by a child in the park, 
and every person passed out in 
the front stoop – residents from 
all walks of life and races and 
economic statuses were headed 
to a breaking point.

With conditions deterio-
rating on Mass/Cass and sur-
rounding areas of the South 
End more than ever before 
this summer, that breaking 
point came last Thursday eve-
ning, Sept. 4, when more than 
100 neighbors from either 
side of Mass Ave came out to 
protest and stop traffic in the 
name of demanding a different 
approach to handling the vul-
nerable homeless and drug-us-
ing population congregating at 
the area in record numbers.

“We live on this corner and 
at least three or four times a 
week I come out of our house 
with my daughter and see 
someone shooting up on my 

Students suspended at Northeastern University 
for violating social distancing rules

Despite Boylston Street bar closures, shuttered 
Pour House could reopen within 30 days

(MassCass, Pg. 7)



PA G E  2 S E P t E m b E r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 0T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

This is our plan:
•We pushed the first day of 
school back to September 21, 
to give schools and teachers 
extra time to prepare. 
•On September 21, all students 
will start with all-remote learn-
ing. 
•No sooner than October 1, 
the option of hybrid learning 
will begin for students with the 
highest needs. 
•No sooner than October 15, 
optional hybrid learning may 
begin for the three grades of 
kindergarten: K0, K1, and K2. 
•No sooner than October 22, 
opt-in hybrid learning may 
begin for grades 1-3. 
•No sooner than Nov. 5, opt-in 
hybrid learning may begin for 
grades 4-8. That will include 
grades 6-8 in the high schools 
that include those grades. 
•And no sooner than Novem-
ber 16, opt-in hybrid learning 
may begin for grades 9-12. 

In every step, families have 
the choice of whether to opt 
in to hybrid learning or stay 
fully remote. BPS is surveying 
families about their learning 

environment and transporta-
tion preferences for the fall. We 
know that many families want 
and need their children to be in 
school, but many other families 
are not yet comfortable with 
in-person learning. That’s why 
we are honoring family choice.

We’ve learned a lot from the 
spring remote learning period. 
This plan is an opportunity to 
make remote learning more 
robust, inclusive, and creative. 
We are expanding technolo-
gy and internet access; creat-
ing new outreach and support 
plans for families; developing 
solutions for special education 
students and English learners; 
and talking with childcare pro-
viders.

We have also spent months 
preparing our school buildings 
and training staff to protect stu-
dents’ and teachers’ health. We 
are working with school leaders 
and facilities professionals to 
make sure every school is safe 
and in compliance with DESE 
recommendations. We will not 

Guest Op-ed

e d i t o r i a l

THE BOSTON SUN
PrESidENT/EdiTOr: Stephen Quigley    Stephen.Quigley@theboStonSun.com

MarkETiNg dirEcTOr: Debra Digregorio   (Deb@theboStonSun.com)
Art Directors: Kane DiMasso-scott,  scott Yates

reporters:  seth Daniel, seth@reverejournal.coM 
lauren Bennett,  lauren@theBostonsun.coM

DO NOT LITTER YOUR MASKS
For those of us who take note of the problem of litter (and 

who often bring along a bag to pick up litter when we are 
walking along a beach), we are accustomed to the plethora 
of styrofoam cups and single-use plastic bottles that have 
been discarded carelessly by our fellow citizens, some of 
whom seem to treat the environment as their personal trash 
bin.

But in the past few months we have noticed a new kind of 
litter that has become prevalent along our roads and on our 
beaches: Discarded face masks.

The masks that comprise most of the littering problem are 
the light-blue, layered masks with elastic bands for the ears. 
These are lightweight, single-use masks that blow easily in 
the wind and often end up along the shoreline and eventual-
ly in our waterways.

If the stuff that comprises litter is representative of our 
disposable society, then it is a good thing to see that people 
are using face masks, an indication that we are heeding pub-
lic health warnings about the best way to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19.

However, being a good citizen in that regard does not 
absolve mask-users of the obligation to dispose of their 
masks properly, let alone give them the right to toss them 
onto public property.

So please be sure to toss those masks into a trash-bin -- 
that’s as simple as it gets.

AS WE APPROACH 
200,000 DEAD AMERICANS...

As the death toll from Covid-19 in our country approach-
es 200,000 of our fellow Americans, it is becoming more 
and more clear every day just how badly our national effort 
to counter the effects of the coronavirus continues to be.

Consider these numbers -- these FACTS:
The U.S. has four percent of the world’s population, but 

we’ve consistently had about 21 percent of the deaths from 
the disease (plus the unknown but large number of our citi-
zens who have suffered long-term health damage).

In August alone, 30,000 Americans died from Covid-19. 
By contrast, only 4,000 people died in the entire European 
Union, which has a larger population.

But here’s a statistic that absolutely is mind-boggling: 
Vietnam, a nation of about 100 million people, about one-
third that of the United States, has had just 35 (that’s right, 
three-five) total deaths from Covid-19.

So despite its long border with China (and the millions 
of Chinese visitors it receives each year) and despite the fact 
that Vietnam is a low-middle income country with a much 
less-advanced healthcare system than ours (it has only eight 
doctors for every 10,000 of population, while the U.S has 
27 doctors per 10,000 of population), Vietnam has shone 
the path to how to fight Covid-19.

After a lockdown of the economy in February, as well 
as mandatory mask-wearing and meticulous contact-trac-
ing measures, Vietnam’s economy, including its schools and 
businesses, is largely open and its citizens have been spared 
the brunt of the corona plague. 

The United States, on the other hand, is expected to have 
400,000 deaths from the coronavirus by the end of this 
year -- and that figure could be optimistic. We still have no 
national plan or direction to end the misery and our econo-
my continues to be ravaged. 

If we had been as aggressive and as smart in countering 
Covid-19 as the Vietnamese have been, the death toll in our 
country would have been only a fraction of what it is today.

Instead, our national tragedy continues inexorably 
onward -- day after day after day after day -- with no end 
in sight.

Our fall school plans are guided by health, safety and equity

(OP-Ed, Pg. 3)

By Mayor Martin J. Walsh and Superinten-

dent Brenda Cassellius

From the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, keeping 
Boston’s families safe, healthy, 
and equitably supported has 
been our top priority. That’s 
why we made the tough but 
necessary decision to close Bos-
ton Public Schools buildings 
in March. In a matter of days, 
we began distributing Chrome-
books and WiFi hotspots to 
students, we set up meal sites to 
continue feeding tens of thou-
sands of students and families, 
and we transitioned to fully 
remote learning. It was an all-
hands-on-deck effort, and one 
we kept up while planning the 
upcoming school year.

We are still facing uncer-
tainty from coronavirus, but 
the values that guide us are 
unchanged. Our plans for the 
upcoming school year put 
health, safety, and the needs of 
our most vulnerable students at 
the center of our plans.

After conducting an equity 
analysis and incorporating the 
feedback of thousands of stake-
holders, we have decided to 
move forward with a cautious, 
responsible, phased-in hybrid 
model for the school year. In 
the optional hybrid model, 
students learn at home three 
days a week and attend school 
in-person two days a week.
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Letter to the editor
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do not follow the guidelines—
including wearing masks, 
avoiding parties and other gath-
erings, practicing healthy dis-
tancing, washing your hands, 
and getting tested—are putting 
everyone else at risk.”

In a letter dated Aug. 28 
addressed to Northeastern stu-
dents, Estabrook warned that 
“students who host an unsafe 
(no masks and without healthy 
distancing) gathering, social or 
party, either on or off-campus 
can expect suspension; students 
who attend an unsafe gather-
ing, social or party, either on or 
off-campus can expect suspen-
sion; and student organizations 
club sports, and teams that host 
an unsafe gathering, social or 
party can expect to have their 
university recognition with-
drawn and involved students 
will subject to disciplinary 
action, including suspension 
and/or expulsion.”

The University has imple-
mented a regular testing sched-
ule for those who live and 
work on campus, the News @ 
Northeastern message states. 
Additionally, the N.U.in hand-
book states that “As outlined 
in the Guide to Residence Hall 
Living, during COVID-19, per 
Northeastern University and 
Massachusetts regulations and 
guidelines, there will be no 
guests, visitors, or additional 
occupants allowed in residen-
tial assigned bed spaces during 
this time; this includes neigh-
bors within your residential 
building,” the message said. 

The students will not be 
refunded their tuition money, 
according to the message.

Martyn Roetter, Chair of the 
Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay (NABB), said that 
NABB has been in contact with 
Northeastern and other area 
colleges about their reopening 

plans.
“They explained a lot of 

things,” he said of the univer-
sities. He said that NABB was 
aware that approximately 800 
students would be housed at 
the Westin Copley Place hotel, 
which he said he understood, 
as “hotels need all of the busi-
ness they can get” right now 
because of lack of travelers due 
to the virus.

He said that a big concern for 
the Back Bay community was 
how Northeastern and other 
schools were going to “main-
tain discipline” while these stu-
dents were living at the hotels.

He said that NABB was 
informed of the “Expectations 
for Return to Campus Attes-
tation Form” that returning 
students are required to sign, 
outlining that they agree to fol-
low the rules set forth by the 
campus related to COVID-19. 
He said that he knew there was 
“bound to be” a few students 
that did not obey the rules, but 
he was grateful for the “prompt 
response” from the University 
in handling the situation. 

“I think we generally appre-
ciate that the fact that North-
eastern reacted to that very 
strongly and firmly,” he said of 
the students who were in viola-
tion of the rules. “Our concern 
is very much that we don’t want 
students to get infected, or our 
community,” Roetter said.

He said that with the Back 
Bay having a larger population 
of older folks, “we don’t want 
the community to be infected by 
the actions of a few students.” 

He continued,” we just hope 
that it stops there and that the 
message is loud and clear, and 
that it does dissuade other stu-
dents from behaving in ways 
that are dangerous not just to 
themselves, but to the broader 
community.” 

send students, teachers, or staff 
into buildings that are not safe.

We are focusing on equity 
and meeting the needs of our 
students. Our plan responds to 
the significant opportunity gaps 
facing students from low-in-
come households, students of 
color, immigrants, and English 
language learners. Many par-
ents are essential workers who 
must return to work, and can-
not leave their young children 
home alone. For these families, 
opportunity gaps grow with 
every day students are out of 
school. It’s also important to 
remember that school is about 
much more than learning. For 
many students, it’s their place 
of safety, support, and social 
development.

Supporting students with 
special needs is a big focus of 
this plan. We are prioritizing 
high needs special education 
students by giving them the 
option of in-person learning, 
up to four days per week, start-
ing October 1. This is the right 
thing to do. We are committed 
to meeting the requirements of 
every student’s Individualized 
Education Program (IEP).

We need to keep our com-
munities safe, get kids back 
to school, and provide quali-
ty education. That’s what this 
plan makes possible. At every 
step, we will follow public 
health data. Every family will 
have the choice about when to 
send their children into school 
buildings. And we will continue 

the work that began long before 
COVID-19: to close opportuni-
ty and achievement gaps, and 
give every single child the qual-
ity education that they deserve. 

We are deeply grateful to all 
of the teachers, school leaders, 
staff, families, students, and 
public health experts who lent 
their time and expertise, and 
helped us consider all aspects 
of our plan. This is the most 
difficult chapter in our city’s 
recent history, and time and 
time again the Boston commu-
nity rises to the challenge with 
solidarity and compassion. 

To see the full BPS reopening 
plan, and for more information 
about how to submit feedback, 
visit bostonpublicschools.org/
reopening.

LEAVE THE TREES
Dear Editor,
I have lived in Roxsie Homes 

for 41 years. It is unnecessary to 
cut down these trees. I live right 
behind Melnea Cass Boule-
vard and I walk the path in the 
shade to get my exercise. There 
are not a lot of people that ride 
bikes here. Furthermore, this 
will cause so much damage to 
the Black/Latino community. 
This will be a five year project 
that will cause pollution, noise 
every day, social and economic 

destruction to our community. 
It is enough that we have to 
endure all this noise and inter-
ference with our daily lives on 
Tremont Street. Now we may 
have to go through the same 
thing. I bet if this Boulevard 
was named Rose Kennedy Bou-
levard instead of Melnea Cass, 
they would find another way. 
Mayor Marty Walsh ought to 
be ashamed of himself. Keep 
the trees and honor Melnea 
Cass Boulevard and Black Lives 
Matter.

W Lynette Ward-reid
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Alexandra Hotel developers to put project up for sale as financing unravels
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Roxbury Strategic Master Plan Oversight Committee
Monday, September 14 
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Event Description
The Roxbury Strategic Master Plan Oversight Committee was developed to oversee projects that fall under 
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Join neighbors and friends 
for a video review of the 
Neighborhood Association 
of the Back Bay’s history of 
civic impact; commentary on 
NABB’s current activities and 
plans to address the pandemic 
impact; and a toast to the future 

of the Back Bay community, at 
the group’s virtual 65th Anni-
versary Celebration and Annu-
al Meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 
16, from 6 to 7 p.m.

To register for the free zoom 
meeting and/or to join NABB, 
contact info@nabbonline.com.

NABB goes virtual for 65th Anniversary

By Seth Daniel

With the latest news of the 
Alexandra Hotel project going 
up for sale, more than a few 
people have postulated that the 
building could realistically be 
cursed.

No development project in 
all of Boston is likely as chal-
lenging as the Alexandra Hotel 
– long vacant mostly – on the 
corner of Mass Avenue and 
Washington Street, and no 
project has had as many con-
founding disappointments over 
many years as the project.

The latest attempt by a group 
of highly-qualified develop-
ers has now also hit the skids, 
as the hotel project they pro-
posed will now be put up for 
sale, according to Jas Bhogal of 

Alexandra Partners.
He said this week they have 

not put the project on the mar-
ket yet, but that is the plan at 
the moment. He said so much 
has been affected by COVID-
19, both health and livelihoods, 
that the project’s financing has 
fallen apart.

“Sadly, the hospitality indus-
try is one of the most affect-
ed industries,” he said. “As 
a result, traditional financing 
vehicles that would normally 
provide the resources necessary 
to build a hotel are simply not 
present at this time. We believe 
in the project and we are going 
to pursue new investors to 
move forward with the existing 
plan. We will list the property 
for sale as permitted so that 

potential equity partners or 
buyers can see what we, the 
Roxbury Community and the 
South End Community want 
for this historic site.”

The development team isn’t 
abandoning their role in the 
project, said South End Forum 
Moderator Steve Fox, but they 
are looking for new financing 
partners in putting the project 
up for sale. 

It is particularly disappoint-
ing, Fox said (who was an 
Impact Advisory Group mem-
ber for the project), that after all 
of the project reviews, commu-
nity mitigation, zoning board 
discussions and Landmarks 
approvals – a pandemic hit and 
destroyed what had finally been 
a winning plan.

“That particular project is 
one of the greatest sources of 
frustration to the South End 
community consistently over 
decades,” he said. “The good 
news is they want to find a part-
ner. It will be listed for sale as a 
hotel. It won’t be offered as a 
parcel to be raised and to build 
luxury condos.”

He said he was told by the 
development team that the sit-
uation to put the project up for 
sale was not weighted by the 
increasing impacts of home-
lessness and drug use near the 
property. Many thought that 
was the case, but Fox said it 
doesn’t appear to have factored 
into the decision. However, he 
said he had always hoped that 
the hotel would put much need-

ed foot traffic in the area and 
create a more vibrant commer-
cial corridor to mitigate the 
Mass/Cass problems.

“It looks like that renaissance 
has been delayed,” he said.

Bhogal said they are very 
excited about the project, and 
put all they had into it. He said 
they will continue, but perhaps 
with new partners.

“We love the project, the 
building and the neighbor-
hood,” he said. “We poured our 
hearts into this effort, working 
countless hours with the com-
munity, the elected officials, the 
BPDA and the South End Land-
marks. We will continue to 
work alongside the community 
to ensure the Alexandra sees a 
bright future.”

By Lauren Bennett

Governor Baker, along with 
MBTA General Manager Steve 
Poftak and Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation 
Secretary Stephanie Pollack 
announced on September 1 the 
completion of 28 days of accel-
erated work on the E branch of 
the Green Line. 

The work is part of the 
MBTA’s $8 billion capital 
investment to “build a bet-

ter T,” Poftak said, and also 
thanked the Fenway Alliance 
for their work on this project. 

The plan was intended to 
“quicken the pace of the work 
on the MBTA,” he said, and 
also took advantage of lower 
ridership due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The acceleration 
of work allowed the MBTA to 
avoid a year’s worth of week-
end and nighttime shutdowns 
in service to complete the work. 

In August, the E branch of 

the Green Line was replaced 
with shuttle buses for 28 days, 
and service was increased on 
the 39 bus to allow the work to 
be completed faster, he said.

The work consisted of the 
replacement of more than three 
miles of track that was over 30 
years old and “at the end of its 
service life,” Poftak said. Addi-
tionally, seven road crossings 
and five individual pedestrian 
track crossings were upgraded, 
and station improvements, such 

as power washing and vegeta-
tion management, were made to 
E branch stops. Work was also 
completed on the C branch, as 
well as two nine day diversions 
on the D branch, he said.

Governor Charlie Baker 
gave his press conference from 
the Museum of Fine Arts stop 
on the E branch, where he got 
to see upgrades made to the sta-
tion.

“These upgrades replace 
thousands of feet of track, 

upgraded intersections, and 
removed thousands of feet 
of what we call slow zones,” 
Baker said. He said that the 
shutdowns have saved the 
MBTA 30 percent on construc-
tion costs compared to having 
to set up and break down of 
night and weekend work.

“That means these improve-
ments will give green line riders 
faster and more reliable ser-

baker, mbtA celebrated completed Green Line work on E branch and others

(Green Line, Pg. 5)
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never have been as successful as 
we were for 34 years.”

One day later, Lir, an Irish 
pub at 903 Boylston St. that 
opened in 2004, announced it 
would be closing, too.

“Since the day we opened 
we felt a strong connection to 
the Boston community, and we 
would like to say thank you to 
our loyal patrons who stood by 
us along the way,” the owners 
posted Thursday, Sept. 3, on 
Instagram “To everyone who 
walked through our doors and, 
for a brief period, made this 
place your home, thank you. 
We have all witnessed some 
amazing things together. Title 
winning championships, mar-
athons, parades. The list could 
go on forever. Our mission has 
always been to make Lir your 
home away from home, wheth-
er you’re Irish, American, or a 
little bit of both. It pains us to 
leave you, but we can assure 
you that these memories will 
live on.”

On Friday Sept. 4, however, 
the Boston Business Journal 
first reported that Charles M. 
Talanian, the principal owner 
of C. Talanian Realty, the 
real-estate firm that owns the 
Pour House, was negotiating to 
buy out his partners, reopen the 
bar and hopefully bring back 
some of the former employees.

Lir’s owners bought them-

selves out for a fraction of the 
$1.7 million remaining on its 
lease, and Talanian said he 
hoped to strike a similar deal 
with his partners at the Pour 
House this week.

“It’s all moving parts,” Tala-
nian told this reporter. “We’re 
doing the best we can.”

The leases for both the Pour 
House at 907 Boylston St. and 
the adjacent Lir, which is locat-
ed in another Talanian-owned 
building, were set to expire in 
2024, and before the pandemic 
struck, Talanian had planned to 
connect the two buildings and 
develop around 60,000 square 
feet of office or residential space 
above it.

Talanian is also exploring 
new options McGreevy’s at 
911 Boylston St., which closed 
in mid-August, as the building 
is expected to come on the mar-
ket soon.

Ken Casey, the establish-
ment’s proprietor, as well as 
lead signer of the Dropkick 
Murphys citing “economic 
fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic” as the reason for its 
demise in an Aug. 19 Instagram 
post.

Whiskey’s, a longstanding 
dive bar at 885 Boylston St., 
also closed in mid-July.

Martyn Roetter, chair of 
the Neighborhood Association 
of the Back Bay, said that the 
group was originally concerned 

about businesses closing on 
Newbury Street, “but clearly 
Boylston Street is also in peril.”

Bar closures on Boylston 
Street are particularly concern-
ing, Roetter said, because the 
Back Bay’s residential and busi-
ness communities are “interde-
pendent,” and while this trend 
raises a “huge red flag,” he was 
encouraged to hear of the Pour 
House’s plan to reopen.

State Rep. Jay Livingstone 
was also encouraged to hear 
that the Pour House would 
reopen, but remains wary of 
what the future would bring 
for the neighborhood’s bars 
and restaurants.

“The Legislature has tried to 
provide relief to help bars and 
restaurants, but until a lot of 
customers come back to Bos-
ton, it’s going to be hard for 
bars and restaurants to succeed 

as they did before,” he said. 
“You don’t have hundreds of 
thousands of thousands of peo-
ple coming to Boston for con-
ventions, sporting events and 
concerts.”

Moreover, Rep. Livingstone 
said: “The primary thing is no 
one working in the Pruden-
tial Center. Tens of thousands 
of people worked across the 
street who aren’t  there…which 
is going to make it incredibly 
difficult for any business to sur-
vive there.”

Rep. Livingstone laments the 
closure of longstanding neigh-
borhood establishments like 

Lir.
“It’s sad to see these neigh-

borhood institutions close,” he 
said. “I’ve attended so many 
positive events at them, espe-
cially the political events at Lir 
over the years, and it’s disap-
pointing.”

To buck this trend, Rep. Liv-
ingstone believes it’s now up to 
government at all levels to help 
out.

“Lots of individuals and 
business are struggling now,” 
he said. “I think government at 
the federal, state and city levels 
have all done a lot, but it’s clear 
we have to do a lot more.”

Pour House (from pg. 1)
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vice,” Baker said. “By shutting 
down parts of the system for 
longer periods, the T obviously 
has the ability to stage differ-
ently and make progress much 
more quickly.” 

He said the work was done 
at a time before students 
returned to the city, which he 
said “dramatically enhances the 
quality of work done and limits 
the impact and disruption. The 
transportation landscape obvi-
ously looks a lot different than 
it did in March, but we’re still 
committed to improving the 
core infrastructure of the T to 
make the system more reliable 
and safer,” he said. 

Baker said that the five year, 
$8 billion capital investment 
plan includes a “record level of 
spending and updates” for the 
T system.

“The T and its team have 
continued to work enormously 
hard through this whole period 
beginning in March to make 

sure they were there to serve the 
riders who rely on the system,” 
Baker said. “They dramatically 
enhanced their cleaning proto-
cols, created a new rider safe 
program campaign, and contin-
ue, day after day, to make sure 
people have the system they 
need to take them where they 
need to go.”

Transportation Secretary 
Stephanie Pollack said that 
these improvements, among 
others, will “dig the T out of 
its maintenance and backlog” 
and that the “MBTA has trans-
formed itself into an agency 
that is capable of delivering.” 

This work has minimized 
passenger disruption and man-
aged closures of weekday ser-
vice, she said. 

“After we experienced the 
damage to the Red Line, we 
owed our passengers and the 
people of Massachusetts a fast-
er and more efficient plan for 
fixing the T,” she said.

Museum of Fine Arts (MFA) 
director Matthew Teitelbaum 
said that the museum has been 
in its current location since 
1909.

“The T has gone in front of 
us for more thank 80 years,” he 
said. “We have been connected 
all that time. We are a public 
institution serving the public; 
the T is a public amenity serv-
ing the public. We both do more 
than that—we create communi-
ty through connectedness.”

Teitelbaum said he looks for-
ward to the reopening of the 
museum in the near future and 
having museum staff use the T 
to return to work.

“In our root cause, we do 
what all great public institu-
tions must do, and that is cre-
ate community, connectedness, 
and make people feel as though 
they belong together regardless 
of their background,” Teitel-
baum said. 

Green Line (from pg. 4)
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City releases long-awaited mass/Cass 2.0 progress report ahead of demonstration
By Seth Daniel

Just hours ahead of a rally 
that attracted several hundred 
angry neighbors that were fed 
up with conditions on Mass/
Cass, the City released the 
long-awaited progress report 
on the Mass/Cass 2.0 plan 
unveiled last October to great 
fan-fare.

Since that time, the six-
month progress report was 
stretched to 11 months due to 
major complications produced 
by COVID-19 in the homeless 
and drug using communities in 
that area.

On Thursday afternoon, that 
report was released and high-
lighted gains in the short-term 
and long-term – highlighted in 
great part by the pivoting work 
done to reduce the COVID-19 
outbreak in vulnerable popu-
lations this year and the tre-
mendous work done by Public 
Works over the last 11 months 
in the South End.

The report marks progress in 
short-term and long-term strat-
egies that guide the City’s work 
on public health, public safety 
and quality of life issues that 
im-pact individuals who are 
struggling, and their surround-
ing communities.

“This report details the 
strides we have already made 
in accomplishing the goals of 
the Melnea Cass/Mass Ave 

2.0 plan, which has required 
the work of many partners 
who have dedicated their time, 
resources and expertise to help 
us meet our goals,” said Mayor 
Walsh. “This report also dis-
cusses the ways in which the 
COVID-19 public health emer-
gency has exacerbated existing 
inequi-ties and presented new 
challenges. As we continue to 
battle the pandemic, we are 
providing supportive services 
for individuals struggling with 
substance use disorder, while 
also implementing public 
health and safety measures to 
improve quality of life for the 
entire Boston community.”

Steve Fox, moderator of the 
South End Forum and a 2.0 
Task Force member, said the 
Public Works has been an out-
standing part of the plan.

“One of the unsung but 
greatly appreciated resources 
that has made a differ-ence at 
Mass and Cass is our dedicated 
Public Works folks,” said Fox. 
“For sev-eral months, dedicat-
ed resources and an aggressive 
plan to keep up with the vol-
ume of street debris, trash, and 
people on the streets and in 
our parklands has been a sav-
ing grace as we struggle with 
the crisis of addiction, home-
less-ness, and mental health we 
see at Mass and Cass. In the 
city’s most challenging envi-
ronment requiring a multi-dis-

ciplinary approach to both the 
day to day and longer term, 
Public Works has been there to 
make a welcome and tangible 
difference; we both recognize 
and appreciate their key contri-
butions.” 

Councilor Annissa Essaibi 
George said she looks forward 
to working on the Task Force 
to upend more challenges pre-
sented by COVID-19.

“Since we come from differ-
ent backgrounds, the members 
of the Task Force offer unique 
and different perspectives on the 
impact of the opioid epidem-
ic and challenges presented by 
COVID-19,” she said. “From 
building a permanent Engage-
ment Center to increasing the 
presence of outreach workers, 
the pro-gress report for the 
Mass and Cass plan represents 
feedback from stakeholders 
directly impacted and involved. 
With the onset of COVID-19, 
this work is ur-gently needed 
and I look forward to continu-
ing to collaborate with city offi-
cials and community members 
throughout the Task Force.”

•Responding and recover-
ing from the COVID-19 public 
health emergency

The City detailed that 
COVID-19 has been a tremen-
dous factor in changing how 
they approach and address the 
Mass/Cass 2.0 plan. The report 
stated there were many sud-
den changes to the plan and to 
those that implemented it due 
to COVID-19 workforce real-
locations. 

“All City services remained 
operational during the public 
health emergency with adap-
tations made to programming 
to maintain physical distancing 
and ensure public safety mea-
sures,” read the report. “This 
includes greatly expanded out-
door space at the Engagement 
Center (located behind the 112 
Southampton Shelter) to main-
tain guest capacity, the addition 
of six handwashing stations in 
Downtown Boston, the shifting 
of outpatient services to tele-
health, and imple-mentation of 
additional COVID-19 screen-
ing, testing, and infection con-
trol measures at shelters and 

residential programs.”
The report indicated the 

Mass/Cass Task Force contin-
ues to plan and reevaluate the 
services and resources avail-
able after COVID-19 in order 
to ensure ongoing and unin-
terrupted coordination, and 
engagement and providing 
pathways to substance use dis-
order treatment and housing. 

•Coordinating, communi-
cating and aligning services 

The report lauded the con-
vening of the Coordinated 
Response Team that pretty 
much meets in person or by 
phone several times a week, if 
not daily. Also, the continued 
meetings of the 25-person Task 
Force was another point of 
note.

One piece that came late, 
but was rolled out this summer, 
was a website and dashboard 
with statistics and information.

“To help raise public aware-
ness of the collective efforts in 
the area, the City launched a 
dedicated website that outlines 
the City of Boston’s strategy to 
ad-dress these issues,” read the 
report. “The website includes 
a data dash-board with City 
metrics within 0.75 miles of 
the Mass/Cass intersection and 
a map with all resources in the 
area. These will be actively 
maintained with up-dates, and 
new and existing data sourc-
es will be leveraged to better 
understand the impact outside 
the area.”

•Connecting those struggling 
with substance use disorder 
with resources and recovery 

One of the biggest points for 
the plan is getting people off 
the street and into treatment 
or housing. The report detailed 
several programs that have 
been in-creased or expanded, 
including the Post Overdose 
Response Team and the in-ten-
sive case management within 
the STEP program.

“Through a pilot program to 
develop individualized housing 
plans for chronically homeless 
individuals in Mass/Cass, the 
City has housed 162 individ-
uals since January,” read the 
report.

The report also announced 

that the Engagement Center – 
a temporary tent structure in 
Newmarket that offers a place 
to go during the day – will 
become permanent.

“The City has been work-
ing to construct a permanent 
Engagement Center which will 
serve the same number of indi-
viduals to get off the street and 
connect with care. Construc-
tion is slated to begin this fall,” 
read the report.

Other highlighted areas in 
the plan included:

•Focusing on quality of life 
issues for residents and busi-
nesses

*The 2.0 Plan created a dedi-
cated Public Works team to the 
Melnea Cass and Mass Ave area 
to provide daily street cleanings 
every day in the area, in addi-
tion to increased additional 
ground sweeps of Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission, Parks 
& Recreation Department and 
Boston Public Schools proper-
ties.

*Boston EMS’s Squad 80, 
which responds to incident 
call types with low fre-quency 
of transport was expanded to 
seven days a week, freeing up 
more am-bulances and con-
necting more individuals to city 
services, including shelters and 
recovery programs.

*The number of street out-
reach workers through the 
Mayor’s Office of Recovery 
Services was doubled to assist 
with harm reduction efforts 
in the neighbor-hoods and 
increase engagement.

•Ensuring public safety for 
all residents by reducing crim-
inal activity

*The BPD Street Outreach 
Unit was created, which cur-
rently includes five officers and 
one Sergeant under the direc-
tion of a Deputy Superinten-
dent. Their mission is to pro-
mote community-based out-
reach through partnerships and 
collaboration to those affected 
by mental illness, substance 
use disorder and homelessness. 
They aim to connect these indi-
viduals to services before they 
engage in criminal activity or 
public disorder.

City releases long-awaited Mass/Cass 
2.0 progress report ahead of rally

Within the progress report on Mass/Cass 2.0 was a tidbit 
of information reveal-ing that the litigation between Quincy 
and Boston on the opening of the Long Island Bridge could be 
close to another milestone.

The biggest hindrance is the Quincy Conservation Com-
mission’s denial of Bos-ton’s permit to re-build the bridge. The 
City has filed in Suffolk Superior Court to reverse that deci-
sion, and on Aug. 27 there was progress.

“On August 27, 2020, the Court held oral arguments on 
the merits of Boston’s challenge. Due to the complex legal and 
factual questions raised by the litiga-tion, a decision could be 
expected within 30 days from the date of the hearing,” read 
the report.

One of the remaining state permits is the Chapter 91 
License from the Massa-chusetts Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP). With its submission to DEP, the City 
has concluded the administrative completeness review for the 
Chapter 91 License and expects to receive that License shortly.
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stoop,” said Makeda Payton, 
as her little daughter Ashlynn 
Williams stood next to her on 
the corner of Washington Street 
and Mass Ave. “There’s needles 
all around. We have to keep 
shoes on all the time (no san-
dals) because there are so many 
needled. The parks have nee-
dles all over them. You have to 
be very careful.”

Said Greg Jackson of 
Worcester Square, “This stand-
out is energizing. We must keep 
up this energy. I’ve lived in this 
neighborhood 40 years and my 
husband and I are talking about 
moving because we don’t know 
if it’s worth it anymore. We’re 
scared to go out of our house 
because we find comatose peo-
ple with needles in their arms. 
It’s unlivable. The elderly are 
afraid to go out of their house. 
They say they’ll do something 
and they’ll do better…All 
they’ve done is changed the 
name from Methadone Mile to 
Mass/Cass. Enough is enough.”

That was exactly the mes-
sage put out by Yahaira Lopez 
and the new South End-Rox-
bury Community Partnership 
for the standout on Thursday 
evening. Lopez said beforehand 
she didn’t know what to expect 
at the standout, but they want-
ed to send a message of making 
it a comfortable neighborhood 
for all. She said she didn’t know 
if they’d get 10 people or 200, 
and in the end it was more like 
200.

The energized crowd took 
over all four street corners, 
called attention to major prob-
lems like the re-opening of 
Long Island and the absence 
of Gov. Charlie Baker on the 
issue. They stopped traffic on 
Mass Ave and generally got 
their point across in a very ani-
mated fashion.

“No more poop, on our 
stoop!” they chanted over and 
over.

“No more needles, on our 
sidewalks,” they said over and 
over.

At the conclusion, Lopez 
took to the microphone and 
said the effort was a good one, 
but they needed to do more 
than yell and scream. She said 
they hoped to continue the 
effort with meetings at City 
Hall and the State House. With 
letter-writing and other actions 
as well.

“We have to be organized,” 

she said. “This is a great start. 
This is a good turnout for a 
good reason.”

One of the threads in the 
standout was humane treat-
ment, and more and more 
neighbors don’t necessarily 
want to remove or kick out all 
of those on the corridor, but not 
to put them on display as they 
are now. That humane position 
also coincided with a major call 
for decentralization of services 
from the South End – a promise 
the City made to neighbors that 
they say hasn’t materialized. 

“If every neighborhood 
in Boston had a Methadone 
Clinic we wouldn’t be here,” 
said Chris Sheehan. “People 
are obviously fed up and they 
don’t see an end in sight…You 
come to Boston, a world-class 
city, and go through the tunnel 
from the airport and take the 
first exit to Mass Ave and this is 
what you see. You have to say, 
‘My God, what is this place?’”

Added Joao DePina, “Mayor 
Walsh’s hands have been tied 
with this issue and he can only 
do so much. We need Gov. 
Baker and we need Quincy to 
open up the Bridge. The people 
are comfortable in that make-
shift animal playpen (Com-
fort Stations) they made them. 
That’s an animal playpen for 
humans. There is no dignity in 
that.”

Ashley Curran also spoke, 
detailing how her son, Damien 
Nash, was murdered on Mass/
Cass July 31.

“My son was killed at 7 
a.m. in front of the shelter by 
a mentally ill man who needed 
services,” she said. “These kids 
are coming from the suburbs. 
Damien was from the sub-
urbs. They’re coming here and 
hanging. These suburban cities 
aren’t doing enough. They’re 
not doing anything. They don’t 
want to address it. So they 
come here.”

That was echoed by a good 
many in the crowd who actu-
ally live on Mass/Cass and par-
ticipated in the neighborhood 
standout.

Adam Gascoyne participated 
in the rally and said he’s been 
living on the streets for 10 years 
in some fashion. He said he is 
a smart person, interesting in 
learning new things, but had 
a tragedy in his life that he 
couldn’t get past. He said no 
one – including now – can give 

him the help he needs.
“It’s all the same; it’s all cook-

ie cutter help,” he said. “There’s 
not the kind of help I need to 
get past this. I’m a smart guy, 

but I was a troubled kid. There 
should have been something for 
me to go where I could get the 
help I needed in high school and 
find success and thrive. Instead, 

I didn’t get along very well in 
my school and I got booted. I 
don’t know why there wasn’t 
another option.”
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AT A BREAKING POINT:SCORES OF NEIGHBORS TURN OUT TO SEND A MASS/CASS MESSAGE 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

Soraya Hurley called for the mayor of Quincy to 
re-open the Long Island Bridge – another common 
demand from neighbors on Thursday.

Little Ashlynn Williams finds it impossible to use any 
of the playgrounds near her home on Mass Ave – as 
her mother said there are just too many needles and 
other things children should not be near.

David (who preferred to give his last name) said he has lived in the 
South End for several years and has only seen things get worse as more 
and more human services are located there. Like many on Thursday, he 
said it is time to spread things out through the city and the region.

Adam Gascoyne said he has lived 
on the streets for 10 years, and 
wanted the City and the region 
to focus on helping people like 
him before it comes to living on 
the streets. “The services are too 
cookie cutter to help me,” he said.

Southenders Brian Gokey and Andy Brand talk to the news media about 
their daily routine of picking up needles on their properties.

Carol Streiff lives just down Mass Ave in the South End and said it’s 
time to make the community “comfortable for all” – which was the slo-
gan for the night.

A common refrain by residents was to call on Gov. Charlie Baker to 
make Mass/Cass a priority by using Shattuck Hospital campus as an 
overflow, and also immediately moving on a regionalization plan for 
drug treatment services in the suburbs.

Shown above, Wil Cordero said those on either side 
of Mass Ave are impacted by the same issues creat-
ed by drug use and homelessness and quality of life 
issues. He said they are united in the cause. Shown 
left, Ashley Curran talked to the crowd about how her 
son, Damien Nash, was murdered at Mass/Cass on 
July 31. She said he was the 34th victim in the area.
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AT A BREAKING POINT:SCORES OF NEIGHBORS TURN OUT TO SEND A MASS/CASS MESSAGE 
ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

Shown left, long-time resident 
Greg Jackson said in his 40 years 
on Worcester Square, he has never 
seen the neighborhood this unin-
habitable for residents.

Standout organizer Yahaira Lopez 
said they have a list of demands 
and hope to become more orga-
nized in the coming weeks. She 
said this is only the beginning of 
their organization.

Domingos DeRosa and Dave Smith stand at the intersection of Mass Ave and Washington Street stopping 
traffic – including large trucks from proceeding.

Shown above, Marla Smith said she has watched 
the neighborhood descend into a crisis this sum-
mer.
Shown to the right, Peter Sanborn and Bill Smith 
of Worcester Square said the neighborhood has 
become unlivable over the last few years, but espe-
cially this summer.

Residents called for ‘No more poop, on our stoop!’ routinely through 
the night, asking for clean streets free from human feces and syringes.
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By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Commit-
tee on Government Operations 

held a hearing on September 8 
regarding an ordinance estab-
lishing a Civilian Review Board 
in the City.

Sponsored by Councilors 
Andrea Campbell, Ricardo 
Arroyo, and Julia Mejia, the 
ordinance calls for the creation 
of this kind of board to increase 
transparency and accountabili-
ty within the Boston Police 
Department (BPD). 

Committee Chair Councilor 
Lydia Edwards said that the 
administration wrote a letter 
to the committee saying that 
the ordinance “requires signif-
icant discussion and analysis,” 
and that they would be present 
at the hearing taking notes but 
would not be an active partici-
pant during the hearing, which 
upset some councilors.

Councilor Campbell said 
that “for decades,” many 
attempts to create a Civilian 
Review Board have been made 
but nothing has ever come to 
fruition.

While she applauded the 
work of the new Boston Police 
Reform Task Force, she said 
that the “mayor has had numer-
ous opportunities to work with 
me and this body. This legisla-
tion would be a big step in the 
City of Boston…” She said that 
the proposed ordinance would 
establish a board to replace the 
existing Community Ombuds-
man Oversight Panel (CO-OP) 
“to make it stronger and more 
effective” and give it “indepen-
dence from the Police Depart-

ment.”
The City’s existing CO-OP 

“reviews appeals made with 
the Boston Police over internal 
investigations cases” through a 
group of civilians who “have 
experience in law and criminal 
justice,” according to the City’s 
website. But many people have 
expressed that they feel this 
panel does not go far enough 
in terms of efficacy and trans-
parency in responding to com-
plaints. 

Councilor Mejia said her 
goal is to “focus on the process. 
Unless we get this right and 
we lead with the people, this is 
just going to be another layer 
of government that people will 
fight to get attention from or 
just flat out ignore.” 

Several panelists were invited 
to the hearing to provide their 
perspective on the situation, 
including Jonathan Darsche 
and Yojaira Alvarez of the New 
York City Civilian Complaint 
Review Board (CCRB). 

Darsche is the CCRB’s Exec-
utive Director, and provided 
some insight on how this board  
operates with the nation’s larg-
est police force. 

He said that the CCRB has 
existed in New York in its cur-
rent form as an independent 
agency in 1993, and is com-
prised of 15 board members 
appointed by different entities. 

“The city charter gives us our 
jurisdiction,” which includes 
investigating allegations of 
excessive force, abuse of author-
ity, discourtesy, and obscene 
and offensive language. He 
said the body also has subpoe-
na power, and receives around 
5000 complaints per year. 

Darsche also mentioned a 
Youth Advisory Council, which 
was established in 2018 and is a 
“source of insight about issues 
representing youth,” he said.

Yojaira Alvarez, Director of 
Outreach and Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs for the CCRB, added 
that the CCRB is the “only 
civilian oversight agency in the 
US with its own Administrative 
Persecution Unit (APU).”  

She said there are three ways 
for people to report police mis-
conduct: call the CCRB, visit 
its office, or file a complaint 
online.

After conducting a thor-
ough investigation, there are 
four possible case dispositions: 
substantiated, unsubstantiated, 
unfounded, and exonerated. 
If a complaint is found to be 
substantiated, Alvarez said that 
discipline ranges from instruc-
tions to formalized training to 
command discipline to charges. 

“NYC is lightyears ahead of 
us in terms of where we should 

Council holds hearing regarding establishment of a Civilian review board 

(Civilian Review BoaRd, Pg. 11)

PARK STREET SCHOOL WELCOMES STUDENTS BACK IN-PERSON FOR 2020-2021!

Park Street School (PSS) was excited to open its 
doors on September 8 and 9 for in-person learn-
ing, with an option for remote learning for some 
families. While COVID-19 has restructured 
the school day with students and staff wearing 
masks, desks are distanced at six feet apart, 
frequent hand-washing, frequent cleaning and 
disinfecting, and keeping cohorts at small num-
bers, everyone was thrilled to begin the school 
year! “Our theme this year is `Better Together,’ 
shared Tracy Bradley, Head of School, “which 
we firmly believe! It’s so good to see everyone 
- we are truly better together! We all need to 
work together to keep our students and staff safe 

and healthy!” Re-designing classes 
to support cohort-learning, PSS is 
rolling out several exciting initiatives:  
Artists in Residency - with specialists 
enjoying in-person “residency,” giving 
students a more immersed experience 
in the at discipline during that time; 
Flexible Fridays where all elementary 
students will join their classes remote-
ly on Friday - either in-person or at 
home.
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be with  respect to police 
accountability and oversight,” 
said Ivan Espinoza-Madrigal 
of Lawyers for Civil Rights. 
He said that Lawyers for Civil 
Rights has been “fielding calls 
for more transparency for the 
CO-OP in Boston.

“I urge you to move in this 
direction,” he told the Council, 
referencing the Civilian Review 
Board. “We cannot wait for 
police officers to police them-
selves.”

Rep. Russell Holmes said he 
would like to reinforce that the 
CO-OP does not have “teeth.” 
He said “if this can be done in 
such a large police staff in New 
York…then certainly we can 
get it done in Boston.”

Larry Mayes, who served on 
the COP-OP,  said that a factor 
of the proposed ordinance that 
he likes is having a clear pro-
cess of when a citizen makes a 
complaint to coming to a reso-
lution. 

“I think that is a critical 
process piece that cannot be 
ignored,” he said. He said that 
in his experience on the CO-OP, 
it was often two years after a 
complaint had been filed that 
a person was actually provided 
with a resolution.

“Memories fade on both the 
police side and the citizen mak-
ing the complaint,” he said. 
The “point of complaint to 
when a citizen gets an answer 
is critical.”

He said that having a sepa-
rate place to make a complaint 
where a person can feel safe and 
be heard, such as a community 
center or a place at City Hall, 
would be beneficial to the com-
munity. “The police depart-
ment is not the only place to go 
to make a complaint,” he said.

BPD Sgt. Eddy Chrispin said 
that he has “heard a lot of con-
versation around police legislai-
tive  reform, and we’re not part 
of the conversation.” 

He said he believes it is “cru-
cial that people have context 
and insight into our job and 
why we do the things we do,” 
and stressed the importance 
of impartiality on the Civil-
ian Review Board. He said it 
is “important that we don’t 
allow people who have clearly 
expressed wide ranging dislike; 
disdain for police to be on this 
board.”

He said that as a police offi-
cer and “also as a Black man 
who is the father of two Black 
sons, I think I understand the 

need for reform in policing. 
We are very happy to be part 
of the conversation because…
all too often not only are we 
left out of the conversation as 
police officers but as Black men 
who walk through life primar-
ily as Black men. All too often 
people see police officers as 
being anti-reform. We welcome 
reform, [and] want to deal with 
the issues that we see as prob-
lematic in policing.”

BPD officer David Hernan-
dez said that “for generations, 
there has been a lot of mistrust 
of police in communities of 
color which is why we are where 
we are right now. We want to 
be part of the change…” 

He said that as a person 
of color, “we felt voiceless as 
people of color inside of the 
department,” but he said he 
was grateful to be able to speak 
at the hearing.

“We are clearly behind the 
times,” he said. “I know that 
we have these issues.” He said 
that there is a concern about 
“officers’ due process rights and 
their ability to appeal the find-
ings from the Civilian Review 
Board,” and doesn’t believe that 
police officers “should be enti-
tled to any less due process.”  

Darwin Saravia, a student in 
Boston, testified at the hearing 
and represented the youth of 
Boston, saying that it’s “hard 
to speak up when you feel like 
the whole world is against you. 
This ordinance creates oppor-
tunities for these injustices to 
be heard.” 

Councilor Edwards finished 
the hearing by saying that “this 
is not a question of good or 
bad police. This is a question of 
open and transparent process. 
For many people, the current 
process is not bringing that.”

She said that gaining pub-
lic trust “when police officers 
don’t do their job” and creating 
a process of transparency to 
make sure that “the system will 
actually work to protect peo-
ple” is her vision for the Civil-
ian Review Board.

She said many topics dis-

cussed at this hearing will be 
further discussed in a working 
session, including subpoena 
powers, independent structure, 
independent access, disciplinary 
recommendations, language 
access, appointment powers, 
“constant and consistent data 
collection,” how much this will 
cost and where the money will 
come from, audit powers, and 
how to include young people 
who have complaints about 
police conduct.

She agreed with Sgt. Chrisp-
in that having a board of people 
who come from a “perspective 
that is not solely anti-police” 
will be important.

“There will be a working ses-
sion that comes up and looks at 
these points,” Edwards said. 
“We are accepting testimony all 
the time.” 

Civilian Review BoaRd (from pg. 10)

By Seth Daniel

Though Councilor at-Large 
Michelle Wu has said nothing 
definitive about running for 
mayor, Mayor Martin Walsh 
has announced this week that 
she is running against him.

Sound a little odd?
It is.
Wu has been suspected of 

being a candidate for some 
time, along with District 4 
Councilor Andrea Campbell – 
whom many said will also run 
even if Wu does run as well 
– but has not made any com-
ments about it. Rumors last 
weekend indicated that Wu 
had phoned Mayor Walsh to 
tell him she was indeed going 
to run against him for mayor 
in the 2021 City Election. The 
Globe contacted the mayor, 
who oddly enough made the 

official announcement that his 
challenger would be running.

Mayor Walsh told the Globe 
he wasn’t focused on that right 
now, that he was working to 
help get Presidential Candidate 
Joe Biden elected this fall, to 
fight COVID-19 in the city, and 
that there would be time to talk 
about running for mayor next 
year.

In a statement on Monday 
shared with the media, Coun-
cilor Wu did not say she was 
running, but neither did she say 
she was 

“Councilor Wu believes that 
in this moment of hardship in 
our city, each one of us should 
be asking ourselves how we can 
make a difference in strengthen-
ing our communities and fight-
ing for change that matches the 
scale and urgency of our cur-
rent challenges,” said Jessicah 

Pierre wrote in a statement for 
Councilor Wu.

Meanwhile, the move by 
Walsh to announce his compet-
itor’s intentions is being ana-
lyzed by many in City politics. 
Some say it’s old school Boston, 
hard-nosed politics, while oth-
ers have said it was a betrayal 
of trust between two elected 
officials.

Councilor Lydia Edwards 
said it should have been left 
for Councilor Wu to announce, 
not Mayor Walsh. She said if it 
were announced, it would still 
be groundbreaking in that she 
would be one of only a handful 
of women who have officially 
run for mayor of Boston.

“Being  able to say whether 
you are in or out is something 
that should be reserved for 
the candidate,” said Edwards. 

“When or if she announces 
it won’t be any less ground 
breaking or inspiring.”

The mayor’s race is more 
than a year away, but unseating 
an incumbent as Wu is poten-
tially trying to do requires a 
great deal of time and fundrais-
ing. According to Campaign 
Finance Reports, Walsh has 
nearly $5 million more in his 
campaign coffers than Wu. So, 
getting an early start would be 
critical.

There is also the potential 
of other candidates getting 
involved, such as Campbell, 
who some are saying will 
announce this fall for mayor 
as well. Campbell is the for-
mer Council President and rep-
resents Mattapan and part of 
Dorchester.

Councilor Wu did not return 
a request for an interview from 
the newspaper, but is likely to 
speak about her intentions in 
the coming weeks.

Will Councilor Wu run for 
mayor? Walsh says ‘yes’

PHOTO COURTESY MICHELLE WU

Michelle Wu speaking with a constituent before the pandemic hit.
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By Lauren Bennett

The Ellis South End Neigh-
borhood Association hosted a 
virtual meeting on September 
8 for the proponents of the 
41 Berkeley St. redevelopment 
project to present their propos-
al to the community.

Right now, the triangular 
parcel is home to the Benjamin 
Franklin Institute of Technol-
ogy (BFIT), which has been in 
the South End for about 112 
years, according to BFIT pres-
ident Anthony Benoit. 

The project consists of a res-
toration and two story addition 
onto the Franklin Union build-
ing, which will be used as com-
mercial and office space, as well 
as an affordable housing build-
ing with community space, and 
a senior care building.

BFIT has been working 
with developer Related Beal 
on this redevelopment, but the 
school will be moving to a pur-
pose built campus in Nubian 
Square, as “we’ve been think-
ing for years about the ways 
the building does not meet our 
needs,” Benoit said, but called 
the building “a wonderful old 
building.”  

Alex Provost of Related Beal 
went over the status of the proj-
ect, which he said has already 
garnered some feedback from 
early outreach to neighbors. He 
said a Letter of Intent was filed 
with the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
in July, and the proponents pre-
sented the project to the South 
End Landmark District Com-
mission on August 24 for an 
advisory review. 

He said that at the end of 

September, a Project Notifica-
tion Form (PNF) will be filed 
with the BPDA, “which out-
lines the development plan as a 
whole,” and gives the public an 
opportunity to make comments 
on the proposal.

The site as it stands right now 
will be home to 18 affordable 
housing units, 75,000 square 
feet of adaptive reuse commer-
cial space, 16,000 square feet 
of retail space, a 4,000 square 
foot community center, 13,700 
square feet of open space, and 
a 192 unit senior care facility 
that will be operated by Atria 
Senior Living. 

David Hacin of Hacin + 
Associates architecture firm 
talked about the planning prin-
ciples and goals of the project, 
which he said includes “creat-
ing connectivity and permeabil-
ity on the site,” as the site will 
be reconnected into the “net-
work of paths and streets that 
are such an important aspect of 
the South End.”

He said that while there is 
currently a “fair amount of 
green space currently on the 
site,” it is fenced off and not 
accessible to the public as it is 
part of BFIT’s campus. This 
project will reo-pen the green 
space and make it inviting and 
welcoming for pedestrians.

Landscape architect Eddie 
Marshall explained that the 
area on the corner of Apple-
ton St.  where the Christmas 
tree lot is every year “will be 
open all the time” now as part 
of this project, and will be able 
to accommodate the Christmas 
tree sale as well as many other 
events. Moving through the 
parcel, sitting areas with vege-

tation will be added as well.
Hacin said the project will 

also include a more accessible 
streetscape and public realm, 
including new entrances for 
a lobby and public space and 
new entrances on Appleton St.

The center of the site will 
include a small motor court 
that will be slightly raised to 
meet the senior building, which 
will be built up a few feet to 
comply with flood manage-
ment regulations. The motor 
court is intended for the drop-
off and pickup of seniors from 
the senior care facility.

He also mentioned that there 
will be “very limited park-
ing needs” for the senior care 
building. For those who are still 
able to drive, parking spaces 
will be available, and for visi-
tors, there will be valet parking 
utilizing the existing garage off 
of Appleton St. 

For the seniors who are 
unable to drive, a shuttle van 
will be used to pick up and 
drop off seniors to various 
places which will also utilize 
the motor court. 

Hacin then talked about 
the Franklin Union building, 
which he said has had a “lot of 
deferred maintenance over the 
last few decades.”

The proposed work includes 
adding two additional stories 
to the top of the building, set 
back from the facade, bring-
ing the building to 105 feet. 
The existing auditorium will be 
transformed into a lobby with 
a potential cafe and would be 
open to all. He said the stage 
would be “reimagined as a big 
window” into the courtyard 
space behind.

For the Appleton St. facade, 
the proposal is to preserve the 
facade of 4 Appleton St. and 
add a new four story building 
directly adjacent to it and a 
community room that would 
be available “for all kinds 
of different functions.”  The 
income restricted housing pro-
posed for Appleton St. is still 
being discussed by the team to 
figure out “exactly what that 
looks like,” Provost said. 

The senior care building, 
which is proposed to be at 145 
feet, will be a “richly detailed 
masonry building” with a 
restaurant space on the corner.

Randy Bekerman, Senior 
Vice President of Investments 
and Business Development at 
Atria Senior Living, said that 
Atria is “widely regarded” 
as one of the highest quali-
ty assisted living operators in 
North America, with facilities 
in 27 states.

He said he is “excited about 
this project,” as it is “harder to 
think of a better location for 
this use.” While these types of 
senior care buildings are typi-
cally seen in the suburbs, many 
seniors who live in cities would 
prefer to age in place. Atria has 
two urban projects current-
ly in the works; one in New 
York and one in San Francisco, 
Bekerman said. 

He said that seniors repre-
sent Boston’s fastest-growing 
demographic group, so appro-
priate housing in the city is 
needed for them.

This particular facility 
would be licensed for assisted 
living and memory care by the 
state’s Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs. 

“This is a rental product,” 
Bekerman said, and rents 
would include housing, activi-
ties, housekeeping, transporta-
tion, and more as the licensure 
requires. 

Many neighbors had ques-
tions and comments regarding 
the proposal, including what 
exactly the Franklin Union 
building will be used for.

Provost said that the team is 
proposing it as a “commercial 
use—more open ended than 
just offices,” he said. He said 
that with the BPDA, it will be 
proposed as a general office 
use, but with the current state 
of office space due to COVID-
19, it is more likely that a 
medical office or life science 
office use will be more appro-
priate for the space.  “Those 
are things we;’ve been think-
ing through as a development 
team,” he said.

Another neighbor asked 
what will happen to the murals 
in the BFIT lobby, and Provost 
said that they will be the prop-
erty of BFIT and potentially 
incorporated into its new cam-
pus in Nubian Square. 

Other comments included 
making sure the commercial 
space incorporates BIPOC 
small businesses and ensuring 
that the Christmas tree sales 
continue on the lot. 

“We’re working on incor-
porating everyone’s comments 
into the restraints we’re work-
ing with” on the property, 
Hacin said. There will be more 
opportunities to hear about the 
project and ask questions or 
make comments on it at future 
meetings as the project devel-
ops further. 

Proponents for 41 berkeley St. redevelopment present to South End neighbors

By Seth Daniel

The first building in what 
will be a fully developed block 
between E. Dedham and E. 
Canton Streets in the South 
End has opened and leasing if 
going better than expected, offi-
cials from Leggat McCall said.

The Smith opened this 
month with the first 300 units 
in the lifestyle campus now up 
for lease, and things are going 

well so far. 
“Leasing is going great and 

everyone is excited about the 
amenities,” said Sam Reiche, 
vice president and partner at 
Leggat McCall. “Building one 
leasing is real encouraging. 
We’re leasing better than antic-
ipated. We are 30 percent for 
market-rate units one month 
after opening. We’re very opti-
mistic about that.”

The Smith also includes 

affordable cultural space for a 
tenant, and Reiche said they are 
working with the City now to 
identify the right tenant.

Some of the features for The 
Smith include a rooftop pool 
with 360-degree views of the 
City, a 10th floor sky lounge 
packed with amenities, a pri-
vate courtyard and green space, 
floor to ceiling windows in the 
units, and flexible work spac-
es – something that has been 

made even more plentiful now 
given the remote work plans 
for COVID-19.

“The courtyards are very 
exciting,” said Reiche. “Both 

buildings will have an internal 
courtyard for residents and 
they will be separated by a pub-

The amenities have been a key selling point, Leggat McCall officials 
said, to those looking to lease in the building.

First building at the Smith 
opens with optimism on leasing

Developers expect to begin second building sometime soon

(The SmiTh, Pg. 13)
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617-776-7739
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All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.
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By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Marty Walsh held a 
press conference on September 
8—his first one in nearly two 
weeks—to update the public 
on COVID-19 and other hap-
penings in the city, including 
the uptick in shootings over the 
Labor Day weekend. 

Walsh reported that as of 
Tuesday afternoon, there were 
25 new cases of COVID-19 
reported in Boston, and no new 
deaths have been reported for 
a full week, which he called 
“very encouraging.”

He said that testing went 
from about 1500 people a day 
to about 3000 people per day, 
and that much of the increase 
can be attributed to students 
coming back to campus for the 
fall semester.

He said that colleges and 
universities in the City are 
repeatedly testing students and 
monitoring the results to help 
prevent outbreaks of COVID-
19 in the neighborhoods. He 
said that the City will “con-
tinue to maintain increased 
testing capacity” at places like 

community health centers and 
mobile testing sites across the 
City.

Walsh also continued to 
warn against large gatherings, 
calling them “dangerous.” He 
urged college students to follow 
the guidelines of their schools, 
and for households with mul-
tiple generations to be “extra 
cautious.”

He said that while he “under-
stands the need to socialize,” he 
stressed the importance of stay-
ing six feet away from others 
and wearing a face covering.

“If you’ve been to a party or 
gathering of any kind, I want 
you to assume you’ve been 
exposed to the virus,” he said, 
and to get tested. “COVID-19 
is still very much with us.”

He said that the economic 
impacts of the virus are also 
still being felt by the commu-
nity, and the City will continue 
to provide free meals to youth, 
families, and seniors as well as 
other other investments in the 
communities.

He said that the Boston Pub-
lic Library (BPL) has “been 
an essential source of support 

for residents,” with the recent 
reopening of safe computer 
access at the Copley branch, 
and the BPL to go program. He 
said that 94,000 physical items 
have been reserved through the 
program, and around 9,400 
people are making use of 
library services daily.

He announced that the mor-
atorium on late fees for adult 
library card holders that was 
put in place in March has been 
extended through the end of 
the calendar year.

He also talked about the 
importance of responding to 
the US Census, as the last day 
to respond is September 30. 
He said that so far, 57 percent 
of Boston households have 
responded, which he said he 
attributes to the pandemic. 
He stressed the importance of 
responding, as it only takes a 
few minutes, and will help pro-
vide adequate funding and leg-
islators to the City’s districts.

President Trump has cut the 
count short by a month, and 
Walsh said he has signed onto 
an amicus brief challenging the 
decision.

“It’s been estimated that 
for every resident who doesn’t 
fill out the Census, we’ll lose 
$2400 in Boston in funding 
every year for the next ten 
years,” Walsh said. “Those are 
the resources our community 
needs and deserves.” To fill out 
the Census, visit my2020cen-
sus.gov.

Walsh and Boston Police 
Commissioner William Gross 
addressed the shootings over 
the long weekend.

“One act of violence at any 
time is unacceptable,” Walsh 
said. “Our goal is always to 
get to zero.” He said that 15 
mental health clinicians have 
been added to respond to men-
tal health calls across the City, 
and that the City is “dedicated 
to eliminating the root cause of 
violence, including poverty and 
systemic racism.”

Commissioner Gross said 
that there were 12 “indepen-

dent shootings” in the City 
over the Labor Day weekend. 
“At tis time, our investigating 
reveals that none of the 12 
shootings are connected art this 
time,” he said. He said that they 
have seen the “Same repeat vio-
lent offenders committing the 
crimes” in recent months. 

“These individuals causing 
violence in our neighborhoods 
should be locked up,” he said. 
He also said that the courts 
should open back up, even if 
virtually. “That’s why you have 
two shootings within three 
days—it’s the same individuals. 
There has to be some account-
ability,” he said.

Walsh said that there has 
been an uptick in shootings and 
homicides this year, and that 
he wants to send the message 
that “if you do something bad 
in the city you will be brought 
to court and prosecuted by the 
appropriate authorities.” 

Walsh gives COVID-19 update; addresses weekend violence

The SmiTh (from pg. 12)

lic green space.”
The project came in as a 

Planned Development Area 
(PDA) several years ago, and it 
includes the new construction 
of a second building and reha-
bilitation of a third, smaller 
building on the Albany Street 
end. The full parking garage 
with more than 400 spaces has 
already been completed for 
both buildings.

Reiche said now that the 
first building is open, they are 
beginning Phase 2 and will be 
following a similar timeline for 
the new building – which will 
contain 303 units – and the 
rehabilitated building, which 
has about 52 units.

“For Phase 2, we’re in the 
final stages of filing for a build-
ing permit and getting a couple 
of things worked out with the 
BPDA,” he said.

The project is fully designed. 
According to The Smith web-

site, units start above $2,000 
per month.

A studio on the third floor 
with 478 sq. ft. was listed at 
$2,535; a one-bedroom on the 
fifth floor with 539 sq. ft. was 

$2,895; and a two-bedroom, 
two-bath on the 10th floor with 

958 sq. ft. was $4,273 per 
month.

A rendering of the model unit for a one-bedroom at The Smith, which 
run from about $2,600 to $3,000 a month. The first building in the 
lifestyle campus in the South End opened last month for leasing.
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The door windows in the last clue are on J.J. Foley’s Cafe at 
117 East Berkeley Street. This venerable Boston institution 
has been family-owned and operated since 1909. It even had 
to change its address when Dover Street became East Berkeley 
in 1967.

The next clue will be found in the Back Bay.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like fea-
tured? Send an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your 
suggestion.

tHIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

tHIS WEEK'S ANSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 
Alverson, Katherine G Irene Tayler 2006 T    180 Beacon St #16E          $1,900,000 
Solamuthu, Martheswaran   Ruffin, Robert L 259 Beacon St #51           $775,000
Hsaio, Yu-Ting Garnitz, Jessica 50 Berkeley St #5            $705,000
Piltch, Richard Barry F Cohen RET   220 Boylston St #1013       $4,300,000 
Layman, Melissa A Black, Josiah M        50 Commonwealth Ave #901     $1,728,750
Griffin, Michael Farmer, Matthew H      61 Dartmouth St #2            $2,445,000
Wallen, Jonathan L     Tavakkoli, Ali        201 Newbury St #506        $1,899,000
329 Beacon LLC Sproul, Elliott W      416 Marlborough St #604       $760,000

BEACON HILL
Hopewell T             Hurley, Neil F        70 Brimmer St #118              $460,000
Lobylka, Justin Lucent LLC 31 Irving St #5                 $535,000
329 Beacon LLC Sproul, Elliott W      416 Marlborough St #604       $760,000 

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Jeenel, Marlene Jones, Helen 130 Appleton St #2C           $1,000,000
Cohen, Joshua F        Vanarsdale, Courtney E 22 Appleton St #1            $1,512,500
Constigan, Edward      Brennan, Patricia J 26 Montgomery St #3        $680,000
Brennan, Patricia J Beck, Christopher M    26 Montgomery St #6        $875,000
Martin, Roberta        401 Beacon LLC 401 Beacon St #1A             $610,000 
Yu, Qing Boyajian Realty LLC 534 Beacon St #203             $525,000
Ju, Zhihui Aberdeen CCW RT       1111 Boylston St #48            $321,888
Ross, Franklin A Fenway 22K NT          188 Brookline Ave #22K     $2,150,000
Schneider, James R      Benjamin, Christopher J 4 Charlesgate E #107            $590,000 
Buerman, Greta        Krouner, Matthew        17 Claremont Park #1          $2,895,000 
Katz, Mitchell Verry, Chad 51 E Springfield St #4         $772,000
Nacca, Brittany           Singer, Howard M      24 Milford St #1               $1,470,000
Hwang, Jenny              Kahn, Melissa J 1 Rollins St #C103              $581,894 
Lotter, William E Mckelvey Rutland Square 12 Rutland Sq #2                $924,000
Stephenson, Robert P       Pilcher, Webster      26 Upton St #3             $1,820,000 
Berarducci, David Millington Angela S Est  154 W Concord St #2A     $345,000
Marcotte, Matthew L      Mezer, Edward          15 Waltham St #B603        $1,585,000
Rundel, Gabrielle      Bennett, Melissa 79 Waltham St #3              $912,500 
Stolarski, Allan         Adler, Jessica A 1682 Washington St #2        $825,000
Maxfield, David         Golden, Barry J 14 Worcester Sq #5            $1,098,000
Cravero, Joseph P     Worcester Street Keh 94 Worcester St #1             $2,415,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Ryan, Maryruth          2401 Battery Wharf RT  2 Battery Wharf #2401      $850,000
Chen, Chen              Lorusso, Antonio J      80 Broad St #408            $602,500
Taylor, Alexis          Con-Jude LLC 343 Commercial St #209       $2,100,000
357-5 Commercial Foti RT  Della, Rocca P         357 Commercial St #5          $487,500
Badawi, Basel Hoang, Chau 100 State St #5         $1,635,000

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

The
NOW  LEASING!

This is a live-out position work,from 
Tuesday to Friday. $750 weekly. 

Childcare and light housekeeping. 
Must be able to interact with children, 

Speak English, and non smoker.
MUST HAVE REFERENCES AND 

BE RESPONSIBLE. 
If interested you can reach Janet at 

shoeexport44@gmail.com

CAREGIVER/HOUSE 
KEEPER URGENTLY NEEDED

FOR RENT PAINTINGHELP WANTED
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ForFor              RecordRecord
C O r O N A V I r U S 

UPDAtE: Due to public 
health concerns, the hearings 

that nor-mally would be held on a 
week have been postponed or can-
celed due to the guidance of Mayor 
Martin Walsh and the order of Gov. 
Charlie Baker. Some meetings, how-
ever, have been moved to an online 
or teleconference format under the 
emergency order on the Open Meet-
ing Law issued by Gov. Baker.

From the Sept. 9 boston Can-
nabis board meeting, 1 p.m., via 
Zoom:

•New Dia LLC - Has applied 
for a Recreational Cannabis Retail 
Dispensary Li-cense to be exercised 
at 48-62 Brookline Avenue in the 
Fenway. The applicant is an equity 
applicant. Applicant Contact: Den-
nis Quilty & Ross Bradshaw.

From the Sept. 15 Licensed Prem-
ise Violations hearing, 10 a.m., 
online:

•CONCORDE ENTERTAIN-
MENT, INC. , D/B/A: BILL’S BAR/
THE LANSDOWNE PUB, Loca-
tion: 9  LANSDOWNE St., Fenway. 
10/26/2019    Patron on patron 
assault and battery.

•BASEBALL TAVERN, INC. , 
D/B/A: BASEBALL TAVERN, 

Location: 1270  BOYLSTON 
St., Fenway. 11/17/2019 - 

Assault and battery staff on pa-tron.
•BASEBALL TAVERN, INC. , 

D/B/A: BASEBALL TAVERN, Loca-
tion: 1270  BOYLSTON St., Fen-
way. 11/16/2019 - Indecent assault 
and battery staff on patron.

From the Sept. 16 Air Pollution 
Control Commission meeting, 11:30 
a.m. online via Zoom (HTTPS://
ZOOM.US/J/6864582044):

•Application for a New Down-
town Boston Parking Freeze Permit

from The Druker Company Ltd 
on behalf of Arlington-Boylston 
Realty Trust for 150 exempt parking 
spaces located at 350 Boylston St. 
This permit is for the construction 
of an underground parking garage 
with spaces to be shared with les-
sees, employees, patrons, customers, 
clients, and guests of the project. 
Issuance of the permit would have 
no effect on the Downtown parking 
freeze bank.

From the Sept. 16 St. botolph 
Architectural Commission meet-
ing, 5:15 p.m., online via Zoom 
(HTTPS: / /US02WEB.ZOOM.
US/J/81380497241):

DESIGN REVIEW
•70 St. Botolph St.: Replace win-

dows, re-point the façade and make 
changes to commercial level. Install 
mechanical screening.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

•3 DURHAM STREET: At front 
façade, replace two wood basement 
level lower wood sills in kind. At 
front and side façade, spot repoint 
brick. Replace brick foundation wall 
at ride side of garden in kind, reset 
and repoint existing granite curb at 
front façade.

•5 DURHAM STREET: At front 
façade, replace three, 1 over 1 alumi-
num win-dows in kind.

•45 ST BOTOLPH STREET: 
Replace Four, 1 over 1 aluminum 
windows in kind at garden level.

COMMITTEE ON CITY AND 
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
WORKING SESSION, Sept. 17, 10 
a.m.: Order for a hearing regarding 
the City of Boston purchasing liquor 
licenses. The Chair of the Committee 
is Councilor Flynn and the Sponsor 
is Councilor Edwards. 

From the Sept. 17 Zoning Advi-
sory board, 1010 mass Ave., or 
online, 5 p.m.:

•283 Dartmouth St., South End. 
Applicant: IContour Anti-Aging 
Center. Pur-pose: Change occupancy 
to include Body Art/Permanent Cos-
metics. No con-struction required.

CITIZENSHIP FEES TO 
INCREASE

The United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

is making signif-icant changes to the 
naturalization application. Starting 
October 2, it is raising the cost of 
application from $725 to $1,200 
and eliminating the fee waiver for 
most low-income residents. USCIS 
is also increasing the permanent 
residence (green card) application 
fee and implementing an asylum 
application fee, mak-ing the United 
States one of four countries to do so. 
The City of Boston and the Mayor’s 
Office for Immigrant Advancement 
(MOIA) are encouraging eligible 
Boston immigrants to apply for cit-
izenship before the October 2 fee 
increases. They can contact Project 
Citizenship at 617-694-5949 for 
free, high quality legal help with 
their application. 

FREE BPS BREAKFAST IN 
SOUTH END/FENWAY

Students who wish to get a free 
breakfast Monday through Friday, 
8:30 to 11:30 am., have three sites 
to choose from in the South End 
and Fenway. This is the BPS initia-
tive, but other organizations are also 
serving meals in the area as well.

•Blackstone Elementary School – 
380 Shawmut Ave. (South End).

•Boston Chinese Evangelical 
Church, 120 Shawmut Ave. (Mon-
day, Weds., and Friday only – South 
End).

•Boston Latin School – 78 Ave-

nue Louis Pasteur (Fenway).

REPORTING WORK-
PLACE SAFETY CONCERNS
•Workers in any size organiza-

tion have options if they feel they 
are being pres-sured into an unsafe 
situation. Attorney General Maura 
Healey has created re-sources for 
workers to report safety concerns 
during reopening. They include an 
online form at the Attorney Gen-
eral’s website and a dedicated Fair 
Labor hotline at 617-727-3465. 
People can also find those resources 
by calling 311.

 HOW TO REPORT A
PROBLEM PROPERTY

Since taking office in 2014, 
Mayor Walsh has made fixing qual-
ity of life issues a priority in his 
administration. From investing in 
Public Works to making sure com-
munity policing is a staple in every 
neighborhood, we are making sure 
every neighborhood is clean, safe 
and a great place to live and work 
in. Unfortunately some properties in 
Boston need more help than others, 
and that’s why we are here. If you 
know of a property that fits one of 
the following criteria: multiple calls 
to 911, one that’s blighted or just 
a general concern, we encour-
age you to reach out to your 
neighborhood liaison.

By Dan Murphy

As August of 2020 was 
drawing to a close, District 4 
had seen a 9-percent reduction 
in violent and property crime as 
opposed to last year.

According to Boston Police, 
1,937 incidents of Part One 
crime were reported between 
Jan. 1 and Aug. 30 of this year 
in the district that includes 
Back Bay, the South End, 

Lower Roxbury and the Fen-
way - down from 2,124 during 
the same timeframe in 2019.

One homicide had occurred 
in the district to date in 2020, 
compared with two last year, 
while rapes and attempted 
rapes were down around 35 
percent as the number dropped 
to 11 from 17 last year.

Robberies and attempted 
robberies, on the other hand, 
saw an approximately 9-per-

cent increase, with 95 incidents 
this year, up from 87 in 2019.

Incidents of domestic aggra-
vated assault were down nearly 
20 percent as the number fell to 
33 from 41 last year, while in 
contrast, incidents of non-do-
mestic aggravated assault saw 
an almost 30-percent uptick, 
with 179 incidents this year as 
opposed to 179 in 2019.

The rate of commercial bur-
glaries increased more than 

threefold as the number shot 
up to 127 from 38 last year, 
but residential burglaries were 
down nearly 12 percent as the 
number fell to 83 from 94 last 
year.

No other burglaries were 
reported this year, compared to 
11 in 2019.

Incidents of larceny from a 
motor vehicle were up near-
ly 22-percent as the number 
climbed to 327 from 269 last 

year, while other larcenies were 
down around 25 percent, with 
990 in 2020, compared to 
1,330 in 2019.

Also, auto theft experienced 
a more than 11-percent reduc-
tion as the number fell to 86 
from 97 last year.

Citywide, Part One crime 
was down 5 percent, with 
10,847 incidents in 2020, as 
opposed to 11,383 last in 2019.

District 4 sees 9-precent reduction in Part One crime from last year

Staff Report

The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department last week 
announced a series of public 
events in partnership with the 
Friends of the Public Garden 
to gather feedback on the pro-
posed improvements to Boston 
Common as part of the Boston 
Common Master Planning Ini-
tiative. 

Mayor Martin J. Walsh has 
committed $28 million from 
the sale of the City’s Winthrop 
Square garage to renovate and 

enhance Boston Common.
As America’s first public 

park, Boston Common is one 
of the most treasured greens-
paces in the world. The goal of 
the new Master Plan is to cre-
ate a Common that will serve 
all people of Boston and visi-
tors to our city while protecting 
this special place for decades to 
come.

The first public meeting of the 
virtual open house will be held 
on Wednesday, September 16, 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The 

meeting will have interpretation 
services available. The event will 
be recorded and posted online 
along with the park improve-
ment plans and supporting 
graphics. Links to access virtual 
events will be posted through 
the Event List page of the Boston 
Common Master Plan website 
at www.bostoncommonmas-
terplan.com in advance of each 
meeting.

This will be followed by 
smaller, interactive open forum 
discussions over the coming 

weeks where members of the 
public will have an opportunity 
to review proposed improve-
ments, ask questions, and share 
ideas with the project team pan-
elists.  These next steps in the 
process follow a series of events 
engaging the public and collect-
ing their input led by Weston 
& Sampson’s design studio via 
open houses and public meet-
ings.

The schedule for the open 
forum discussions is as follows:

•Tuesday, September 22, 12 

p.m. to 1 p.m.: Park-wide Strat-
egies for Improvements 

•Thursday, September 24, 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.: Visitor Activi-
ties and Play

•Tuesday, September 29, 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m.: Performances 
and Active Recreation

•Thursday, October 1, 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m.: Gateways and 
Edges

For the latest information as 
the process continues, please 
visit www.bostoncommonmas-
terplan.com.

boston Common master Plan public process continues
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     172 NEWBURY STREET  •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM • 617.236.0711

OPEN SUNDAY 

12:00 - 1
:30

21 BEAVER PLACE #PH 
4 BEDS | 4.5 BATHS | 5,000 SQFT 

$9,150,000

188 BROOKLINE AVENUE #PH28E 
3 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS |2,548 SQFT 

$4,990,000

VICTORIAN-ERA RESIDENCE
117 ST. BOTOLPH STREET #1 

2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,916 SQFT 
$2,550,000

3 BATTERY WHARF #3311 
2 BEDS | 2.5 BATHS | 2,039 SQFT 

$3,990,000

3 JOY STREET #II - $2,950,000 
3 JOY STREET #PH - $5,999,999 
5 JOY STREET #PH - $6,499,000
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