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By Seth Daniel

Showing a fair amount of his 
own frustrations over the Mass/
Cass situation, Mayor Martin 
Walsh appeared at the South 
End Forum’s annual Chat with 

the Mayor meeting Monday 
and discussed the City’s plan 
with residents online – noting 
that the severity of the problem 
now makes it such that Boston 
can no longer handle it alone.

The South End Forum hasn’t 

met in its quarterly format for 
quite some time, being limited 
by scheduling conflicts several 
times in 2019, and then giving 
way to the pandemic restric-

Large gatherings, 
parties at odds 
with getting kids 
back in school

By Seth Daniel

Mayor Martin Walsh 
and Supt. Brenda Casselli-
us announced on Wednesday 
morning they would be putting 
on hold the phased-in approach 
to returning to school – push-
ing back the return of kinder-
gartners one week – due to an 
increase in the percentage of 
positive tests citywide that seem 

to be coming mostly from those 
under 29 attending parties and 
large gatherings.

Walsh and Cassellius said 
they had set a benchmark of 
4 percent positive tests to stop 
the phased-in plan to return to 
school and to re-evaluate it. By 
the end of last week, the per-
cent positive was 4.1 percent 
– after having been below 2 
percent for most of the summer 
months, according to Health 
Chief Marty Martinez. Positive 
cases are increasing in every 
neighborhood, but particularly 
in Hyde Park, he said, and most 
of those positive citywide are 

By Dan Murphy

Findings from the 2014-2019 
Tree Canopy Assessment report 
commissioned by the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and released last week 
indicate that the tree canopy 
has remained stable citywide 
throughout this timeframe as 
an increase in trees planted on 
city property balanced out the 

loss of trees on private property.
 The report used a 

year’s worth of analysis of 
high-quality, high-resolution 
LiDAR (Light Detection and 
Ranging) images captured 
during airplane flyovers of the 
city to learn which areas have 
the most potential for increased 
tree cover and how the city’s 
canopy cover has changed over 
time. It also “supports efforts 

to increase access to trees and 
their benefits in ‘under-treed’ 
neighborhoods, as a part of the 
city’s commitment to environ-
mental justice, and aligns with 
Climate Ready Boston, Imag-
ine Boston 2030, and Resilient 
Boston,” according to a press 
release from Mayor Martin 
Walsh’s office.

“In Boston, we’re commit-
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tree canopy Assessment report determines city’s 
tree stock remained stable from 2014 to ‘19

DISSENT DUCKLINGS

PHOTO BY KARYN ALZAYER

Greater Boston artist Karyn Alzayer struck again with the Ducklings 
in the Public Gardens, installing a public art piece that included dissent 
collars on each Duckling’s neck in honor of the late Supreme Court 
Justice Ruther Bader Ginsberg. Alzayer said she made them to look like 
the dissent collar Ginsberg would wear, a special collar she wore when 
she would dissent. 
“My only official statement regarding the piece was ‘Dissent is 
Patriotic,’” she said. The collars are made from felt backing glued to 
fabric, the hand-painted with acrylic paint and tied on with ribbon. 
They were placed on the Ducklings late on Friday and recovered Sunday 
afternoon.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SASHA SHERMAN

Wednesday night, Sept. 30, the Harvest Moon rose mightily above the Back Bay and seemed to envelop the 
Prudential Center as it rose. The marvelous moon showing was captured by many, but few caught it over the 
Back Bay like Sasha Sherman did here. The Harvest Moon, later in the night, also featured a very close sight-
ing of Mars next to it – making it even more mysterious to Earthly viewers.

HARVEST MOON RISING
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MAKE THE MOST OF THE LONG 
WEEKEND

The arrival of Columbus Day means that the fall season square-
ly is upon us, the time of year that has special meaning for all of us 
in New England, even amidst a pandemic.

With the weatherman forecasting a beautiful weekend with 
warm temperatures and sunny skies, we hope that as many of our 
readers as possible will be able to partake of the simple pleasures 
of a hike in the woods or a long drive to enjoy the crisp, clean air 
and the autumn colors.

We realize that for each and every one of our fellow Americans, 
this is a time of high anxiety on so many levels, and that we have 
been living this way for the past seven months -- with more to 
come.

But each of us must find a way to deal with the stressful times in 
which we find ourselves. From our experience, enjoying the great 
outdoors with our friends and family is the best prescription for 
de-stressing in any situation.

We urge all of our readers to make the most of the long weekend 
while we have the chance to do so before the colder weather of 
winter sets in. 

Take a long walk, preferably a hike, whether along the shore, or 
in the mountains, or even as nearby as the Blue Hills. We promise 
that just being outside and taking in the natural world in the crisp 
air, away from the noise of our daily lives, will do wonders for our 
emotional and physical well-being.

TWTWTW X 100
In the 1960s there was a TV show, That Was The Week That 

Was (also known as TW3), that took a satirical look at that week’s 
news events. 

However, this past week’s events have moved from the realm of 
farce to dangerousness, both on an individual and collective level, 
for all Americans.

We are speaking of two comments made by President Trump in 
the past seven days.

The first occurred in the presidential debate when Trump square-
ly was asked if he would denounce white supremacist groups.

Trump did not do so, and instead told these far-right, extremist, 
hate groups to “Stand back and stand by,” a virtual clarion call for 
them to sow disruption before and after the election.

The second took place a few days later when Trump was about 
to be released from the hospital after his treatment for the corona-
virus and he made this incredible statement via Twitter: 

“Don’t be afraid of covid. Don’t let it dominate your life” -- 
thereby completely ignoring the 210,000 Americans who already 
have lost their lives because of COVID-19 (with another 200,000 
deaths predicted by the end of this year), not to mention the large 
number of the White House staff who have contracted the disease.

In light of Trump’s comments, we urge our readers to do two 
things:

First and foremost, always wear a mask and stay at least six feet 
apart from other people, even outdoors, to ensure the safety of 
yourself and others from COVID-19.

Second, be sure to register to vote. The deadline in Massachu-
setts is October 24 and is easily doable on-line (just type “Register 
to vote in Mass.” into Google).

Each of us has the power to change the trajectory of America’s 
future.

By Seth Daniel

One of the silver linings to 
living with COVID-19 this 
year has been the expansion 
of outdoor dining options in 
the South End and on New-
bury and Boylston Streets in the 
Back Bay – not to mention the 
efforts of businesses in the Fen-
way around the ballfield, and 
the enthusiastic success that it 
has found with customers and 
purveyors alike.

Whether eating clams and 
drinking a brew literally on 
Newbury Street, enjoying the 
weather outside in the South 
End at expertly innovated side-
walk dining experiences, or any 
number of other accommoda-
tions, the program has proven 
so successful that many would 
like to see it continue.

Count Mayor Martin Walsh 
as a convert.

In comments at the annu-
al Chat with the Mayor in the 
South End Forum meeting on 
Monday, Walsh said he was 

open to looking at making such 
permits granted for restaurants 
this summer a more perma-
nent fixture citywide even after 
COVID-19.

“We’re having a conversa-
tion now about that,” he said. 
“I like the fact we have outdoor 
dining and it’s added a whole 
new and different dynamic 
to the communities. I love the 
idea…I hope to pick it up in the 
spring and have a conversation 
then with Licensing to make it 
permanent.”

Outdoor dining became a 
necessity to keep restaurants 
open in the initial COVID-19 
opening restrictions levied by 
the state in June, but the warm 
and pleasant summer months 
also made the outdoor option 
very popular amongst diners 
from the community and those 
that might be visiting as well. 
Adding in the creativity of the 
restaurateurs to create a fun 
space that was comfortable 
and safe, and the swim-or-sink 
introduction became a valuable 

amenity for businesses across 
the downtown neighborhoods.

The City just recently 
extended the outdoor permits 
that have been granted already 
to Dec. 1, as they were to expire 
on Oct. 31. They also instituted 
a grant program to help permit-
ted restaurants to get heating 
equipment and to make sea-
sonal accommodations to the 
spaces. For most restaurateurs, 
the winter is a scary reality that 
is coming very soon, when even 
outdoor dining likely can’t be a 
saving grace. The push now is 
to assure diners that it is safe to 
come inside and that COVID-
19 precautions and air circu-
lation systems create as safe 
environment to come in from 
the cold.

However, those that can 
weather the storm have also 
expressed the desire to make 
this summer’s accommodations 
a reality next spring and sum-
mer too.

So far, Mayor Walsh is also 
on board with the idea.

Walsh is open to making outdoor dining permanent
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Hybrid Learning (from pg. 1)

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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• Online Banking, Bill Pay
  and e-Statements

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

• Mobile Banking, People Pay
  and Mobile Check Deposit

• Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you    
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800.657.3272    EBSB.com
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under 29 and disproportionate-
ly Latino. 

The pause in the school 
return plan does not affect the 
highest-needs special educa-
tion and homeless students that 
returned to school on Oct. 1 – 
though they were not able to go 
to school Wednesday. They will 
continue to go to school, and 
the decision was largely framed 
around being able to keep them 
in school and keep them safe 
while the rest of the student 
population continues to work 
from home or in learning hubs 
outside of school buildings.

“The critics are going to crit-
icize us and criticize me, but the 
decision we’re making today is 
the right one and that is to allow 
our most vulnerable students to 
continue to go to school. If I 
feel it’s too dangerous for that, 
I’ll shut school down again. I’m 
not too shy to do that.”

Said Cassellius, “We have 
decided to continue prioritizing 
our students with high needs 
for in-person learning. Our 
hybrid approach is opt-in…
We are closely watching public 
health metrics to see if this is 
a trend or a bump in the road 
and if we need to evaluate our 
plans and adjust accordingly.”

In the phased-in return plan, 
students started Phase 1 com-
pletely online. Phase 2 started 
on Oct. 1 and consisted of the 

highest needs students return-
ing to school. Those students 
will continue to go to school 
under the announcement, but 
Phase 3 – which included K0, 
K1 and K2 students returning 
on Oct. 15 – has been pushed 
back to Oct. 22. Even that, 
though will be evaluated.

The other phases for other 
grades and high school have 
not been moved back yet, 
but could be if numbers do 
not come below the 4 percent 
benchmark.

Walsh said the district is 
complex and cannot be com-
pared to a private school that 
has one location and is easier 
to safe-guard. Many private 
schools have started school 
in-person and continue to oper-
ate that way.

“The complexity of our dis-
trict compared to a private 
school is different,” he said. 
“A private school is one school 
and they can get protocols in 
that one school much easier. 
Our district may have a student 
waking up in Dorchester and 
their school is in Brighton and 
we have to bus them all the way 
over there. I’m glad we did the 
phased-in approach because it 
allows us the opportunity to 
not disrupt school. I’m hoping 
we can get the numbers down 
and then move forward with 
our phased-in approach. We’re 

living with COVID-19.”
He said the City and the 

COVID-19 numbers are 
nowhere near the benchmark 
for having to shut everything 
down. He said there is a long 
way to go before that happens. 
In fact, he said the 4 percent 
benchmark for pausing the 
school re-opening is rather 
conservative, as most state and 
federal guidelines recommend 
a 5 percent positive test rate as 
a floor for re-evaluating plans. 
However, Walsh said it is in line 
with their cautious approach to 
re-opening.

Part of the reason for the 
uptick in positive tests has been 
the pattern for many in the city 
to attend large gatherings and 
large backyard parties – par-
ticularly young people. The 

mayor again asked people to 
prioritize children getting back 
to school ahead of going to 
a party, as both seem to be in 
direct correlation.

“I’m asking everyone to 

avoid parties and large gath-
erings of all kinds,” he said. 
“That’s where we’re seeing our 
numbers come from. Please 
don’t put a party ahead of get-
ting our kids back into school.”

Councilor Annissa Essaibi George 
said the decision to hold off the 
return of more students in-person 
to protect the most vulnerable spe-
cial education and homeless stu-
dents is the right one at this time.

Supt. Brenda Cassellius announced 
with Mayor Martin Walsh on 
Wednesday that the school 
re-opening plan would be put on 
pause this week, meaning kinder-
gartners set to go back on Oct. 
15 would be delayed one week, 
maybe more.
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Dcr’s plan to expand curbside parking meters raises 
concerns over potential impact on residential parking
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consulting for 

independent 
school (day and 
boarding) and 

college.The right school has never 
been more important!

David Korb  617 585 9589 
dkorb@cssob.com  www.cssob.com

By Dan Murphy

While details of the plan 
won’t be unveiled until two 
public meetings scheduled for 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
Oct. 14 and 15, respectively, 
the Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation’s proposed 
expansion of curbside parking 
meters in Metro Boston, includ-
ing the installation of new 
meters from Boylston Street to 
Avenue Louis Pasteur in the 
Fenway, has already raised con-
cerns that it would like result in 
the loss of residential parking in 
that neighborhood.

“We haven’t seen the actual 
plan from DCR so it’s hard to 
comment on some aspects of 
it,” said Matthew Brooks, vice 
president of the Fenway Civic 
Association and a West Fenway 
resident, “but if it entirely goes 
to metered parking, it will be a 
significant hardship to residents 
who aren’t going to have any 
dedicated on-street parking, 
which every other public street 
in Boston has.”

DCR proposes to set the 
meter rates at $1.25 an hour, 
which is consistent with its 
existing parking fees per the 
agency’s regulations, while 
pledging “to honor existing 

municipal overnight resident 
parking sticker programs, and 
no revenue will be collected for 
overnight parking in locations 
where overnight parking is 
allowed,” according to a press 
release. In Boston, additional 
new meters would be installed 
between Peterborough and 
Beacon streets on Park Drive, 
as well as between Boylston and 
Newbury streets in Charlesgate 
East. DCR aims to have them 
all up and running by spring 
of 2021, and has committed a 
significant portion of revenue 
from the new meters to support 
the statewide park system.

In the Fenway, the Metro-
politan District Commission 
(now DCR) created Carriage 
Lane as one of the residential 
parking areas for residents of 
Boylston, Fenway and Park 
Drive in the ‘80s, Brooks said, 
with one side reserved for resi-
dents only while the other side 
was dedicated to two-hour 
public parking with a residen-
tial-sticker exemption, but how 
DCR’s latest plan will impact 
still remains an unknown.

“It depends on how it’s done 
on Avenue Louis Pasteur,” 
Brooks said. “In parts of the 
Fenway by Simmons College, it 

might encourage more turnover 
of spaces not used primarily as 
residential parking.”

Besides the potential loss of 
residential parking, Brooks is 
also concerned that DCR’s new 
metered parking-spaces could 
suffer a similar fate as the city’s 
on-street public parking near 
Fenway Park.

“If DCR has doesn’t have 
enforcement with fines and 
aggressive towing, I could see 
that becoming an issue as well,” 
Brook said.

The first virtual public meet-
ing on DCR’s curbside park-
ing-meter proposal takes place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 14, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m.; register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/reg-
ister/WN_FIU2de1oQNy8r-
bl9pttMIg.

The second one takes place 
on Thursday, Oct. 15, from 
6:30 to 8 p.m.; register at 
https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_83ojDBGK-
T6iAsCt5I1LCog.

Both meetings will be able to 
accommodate only up to 100 
participants.

After the meetings, the pre-
sentation will be available for 
viewing at https://www.mass.
gov/dcr /past-public-meetings.

By Lauren Bennett

 The South End Landmark 
District Commission (SELDC) 
met virtually on October 6, 
where they discussed a range 
of project proposals from roof 
decks to windows. One propos-
al at 1746-1752 Washington 
Street sparked a lengthy discus-
sion about how the Landmarks 
Commission feels about gates 
in the neighborhood, and how 
they could help get the conver-
sation started around archi-
tecture and urban planning as 
it relates to the issues of drug 
addiction and homelessness in 
the city.

Architect Derek Rubinoff 
proposed to install a secuirty 
gate and a fence with an inter-
com system at 1746-1752 
Washington St. at the stairs in 
between the two storefronts, as 
it leads up to residential units. 

Rubinoff said that this loca-
tion is about a quarter of a mile 
from the Mass/Cass intersec-
tion.

“Because this area is kind of 
shaded and a little bit seclud-
ed, there are repeated reports 
to 211 of people calling about 
needles to be cleaned up,” 
Rubinoff said, as well as peo-
ple who are using heroin on the 
steps, and urinating, defecating, 
and passing out there as well. 

He said they would like to 

put a gate there to deter people 
from doing these activities on 
the steps. 

Commissioner John Freeman 
explained that the Commis-
sioner doesn’t typically approve 
gates, but suggested that they 
might explore some sort of 
temporary gate that could be 
installed and removed “when 
things improve.”

Commissioner John Amodeo 
said that a gate application for 
this exact property has been 
reviewed by the Commission 
before, and was denied. He said 
there was a “very similar expla-
nation of the need.” He said 
that though he was against the 
idea of a temporary or a perma-
nent gate, the discussion might 
be worth having.

“If we start putting up 
gates…because of these social 
issues, we’ll start living in a 
gated community,” said Cather-
ine Hunt, who was vehemently 
against the idea of a temporary 
gate. She said as someone who 
has experienced some of these 
issues herself in the neighbor-
hood, she understands the con-
cerns, but she doesn’t think that 
a gate is the solution. 

“I live not far from this area 
myself and I feel for these neigh-
bors,” Commissioner David 
Shepperd said, but he agreed 
with Hunt that this is not some-

residents ask for gate because of drug use on stairs; SELDc denies proposal
thing that the Commission 
would typically approve. He 
suggested coming up with some 
sort of compromise.

“The notion of a temporary 
gate is interesting, but how 
do you determine the criteria 
by which it can be removed?” 
Amodeo asked.  

Commissioner Fabian 
D’Souza also said he has expe-
rienced these issues, and “I feel 
enormously for what the resi-
dents are facing,” but he feels 
that this is a city issue that needs 
to be addressed by the City.

“I really worry about every 
other building on Washington 
Street coming up for a gate like 
this,” he said.

Rubinoff pushed for the gate, 
saying that “this is not like your 
typical South End staircase,” as 
it is “sandwiched between two 
storefronts.”

He said that a woman was 
verbally attacked and “I think 
it’s only a matter of time before 

one of the residents is physical-
ly attacked.” 

He said he was interested in 
hearing about a temporary gate 
and would be willing to have 
a proviso stating it had to be 
removed by a certain time or 
for the Commission to review 
it after a certain period of time 
when it would be appropriate 
to remove.  

“A gate is not going to stop 
someone from being verbally 
abused,” Hunt said, and sug-
gested cameras and upgraded 
lighting.

She said putting up a tem-
porary gate “doesn’t solve the 
problem” and “completely 
goes against the guidelines.” 

Amodeo also said he was 
worried about the precedent 
it would set, as it is “virtually 
impossible for applicants to 
understand why it can happen 
in one place and not in their 
location.”

John Sullivan, one of the 

trustees of the building, said 
that they have put up lights and 
signs and involved the police 
but nothing has stopped the 
behavior from happening on 
the stairs.

“This has been an ongoing 
issue and it’s gotten significant-
ly worse,” he said.

Joel Moran, a resident in the 
building, said that “if there was 
a gate, those people wouldn’t 
be there; they wouldn’t get 
harassed.” He also added that 
he has seen people sleeping in 
the interior stairs of the build-
ing after making it through the 
front door. 

He said that he “understands 
the perspective of the Com-
mission and that the focus is 
on design,” but added that he 
“would question whether our 
building even has an historic 
aesthetic,” since the storefronts 
were not part of the original 

(SELDC, Pg. 5)
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Canopy (from pg. 1)

SELDC (from pg. 4)

THE CITY OF BOSTON C�N HELP YOU

save money throughout the year.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSCanHelp

BOS :311

Medicare’s Open Enrollment period is Oct. 15-Dec. 7. Now is the
time we can help review your options and find the best plan for
you. For more information about this and other resources you
may qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.

ted to growing our tree canopy 
in an equitable way,” Mayor 
Walsh said in the press release. 
“We know that tree cover 
improves livability, increases 
shade which helps make neigh-
borhoods more resilient to the 
severe heat associated with cli-
mate change; has positive impli-
cations for residents’ health; 
and makes our entire city more 
beautiful. This is a comprehen-
sive report that shows Boston 
the way forward in increasing 
our tree canopy, and ensuring 
an equitable city for all.”

Other key findings from the 
report include: the city’s tree 
canopy remained relatively sta-
ble from 2014 to 2019 at 27 
percent of all city land area; 23 
acres of new tree canopy were 
created within the right-of-way 
due to the city’s investments in 
the planting, care and mainte-
nance of its street trees; canopy 

loss varies from the removal of 
individual trees in backyards to 
the clearing of wooded areas 
for new construction; and 
tree planting and preservation 
efforts pay greater dividends as 
trees mature.

 “Shade is an important 
public good that must be equi-
table across our city,” said Liz 
Vizza, president of the Friends 
of the Public Garden. “It is crit-
ical that Boston’s tree canopy 
be healthy, not only for shade 
but to mitigate the impacts of 
climate change. Important tree 
preservation and replanting 
work is being done as part of 
the Boston Common Master 
Plan, and it is critical to have 
a visionary plan for the urban 
tree canopy that shapes a better 
future for all.”  

In response to findings from 
the report, Mayor Walsh and 
the Boston Parks and Recre-

ation Department have issued 
a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for a Urban Forest Plan to 
“develop strategies to promote 
growth, longevity and protec-
tion of Boston’s urban cano-
py over the next 20 years,” 
according to the city.

“Through this report and 
the release of Boston’s RFP to 
create an Urban Forest Plan, 
Mayor Walsh and the City 
of Boston are committed to 
fighting climate change, and 
ensuring we take tree canopy 
cover seriously across all our 
neighborhoods,” Parks and 
Recreation Department Com-
missioner Ryan Woods said in 
a press release.

To view the city’s 2014-
2019 Tree Canopy Assess-
ment report, visit https://www.
boston.gov/sites/default/files/
file/2020/09/Change-assess-
ment_w_MJW-letter.pdf.
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An aerial view of the Boston Common looking from the direction of Beacon Street.

design of the building. 
South End resident Greg 

Jackson said that he and his 
partner Peter Sanborn “have 
the same problem these people 
have,” and said that he has seen 
unconscious people, blood, 
used needles, feces, and vomit. 
He also said that the build-
ing he lives in has a one floor 
restaurant with a roof, and peo-
ple were sleeping on the roof.

“If you let them put in a gate, 
then I would be right in line 
because the same thing happens 
to me,” he said, adding that he 
is opposed to the installation of 
a gate at the proposed location 
because of the precedence it 
would set. 

Peter Sanborn also said he 
would like to see this denied. “I 
think the Commission unfor-
tunately would not have real 
clout in being able to enforce 
a temporary allowance for this 
type of gate,” he said. “I have 
real serious concerns.”

Mary Cirbus added that the 
Commission had received let-
ters from Sullivan and Moran, 
as well as a log of 51 calls to 
311 at this address. She also 
said that the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services wrote 
to express support of the pro-
posal and to suggest that they 
start a discussion about this 
issue. 

“I hear the concerns; I’ve had 
those concerns,” Hunt said. 
She said that she has helped 
organized a task force with the 
Public Health Commission, 
area businesses, and others to 
help with this problem. 

“We have to take action as 
residents and community mem-
bers,” she said, adding that it is 
not the job of the Landmarks 
Commission to address these 
social issues. 

“Perhaps we could be the 
instigator to get it started,” 
Freeman said, though he agreed 
that the Commission is not a 
public health commission or a 
law enforcement agency.

After further discussion, the 
Commission voted to deny the 
proposal without prejudice and 
requested that Landmarks staff 
reach out to the Mayor’s Office 
of Neighborhood Services as 
well as the BPDA and other 
agencies like the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission to get 
a conversation started about 
architecture and urban plan-
ning in the South End.

Amodeo added that he 
“encourages the applicant to go 
with the recommendations that 
have been made” during the 
hearing, and if they choose to 
do so, they may come back to 
the Commission with an alter-
native to this proposal. 

find us online at
www.thebostonsun.com
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Forum (from pg. 1)

tions since March. However, 
Moderator Steve Fox said he 
wanted to revive the meet-
ings to continue the tradition 
of hosting the mayor, and the 
meeting was a general success 
– touching mostly on issues of 
homelessness, public substance 
abuse issues and other quali-
ty of life matters tied to those 
issues.

Particularly emotional at one 
point, when addressing decen-
tralization of services outside 
the South End, Mayor Walsh 
said it is beyond time for cit-
ies and towns outside of the 
City to begin to help more. He 
said with COVID-19 adding to 
what was already an epidem-
ic with opiates, the City can 
no longer shoulder the burden 
alone.

“We have to go beyond 
decentralizing services in Bos-
ton to decentralizing services 
in the Commonwealth,” he 
said, getting very animated in 
the discussion. “We need other 
cities and towns to step up 
here. If you go to Mass/Cass or 
Woods Mullen or Roundhouse, 
and ask where folks are from, 
I would bet 50 percent would 
not say Boston. I’m not some-
one that’s going to put them 
on a bus and send them back, 
but we need their communities 
to step up and have more pro-
grams out there. We’ve had this 
conversation with the state…
They need to help us. We’ve 
had guests at Southampton 
(Shelter) that just came out 
of prison – not county prison 
but Walpole or Devens. They 
shouldn’t be given a one way 
ticket to Boston. So many peo-
ple looking for drugs or treat-
ment come here from all over 
Greater Boston. The issue is we 
can’t continue. We’ve been the 
place forever that provides ser-

vices and treatment for people. 
Right now, with the pandemic 
in adding to it, we need help.”

That conversation was 
couched between a couple of 
different instances where the 
mayor said he – having gone 
through recovery and had 
family and friends suffer from 
addiction – would not load out-
siders up and send them back. 
While New York and other 
places have done that, he said 
as mayor he would not. He 
used an example of how, even 
though the City of Quincy is 
fighting Boston over the Long 
Island Bridge that is critical to 
establishing a regional Recov-
ery Campus, and many of those 
seeking services in Boston are 
from Quincy, he would never 
turn anyone away from Quin-
cy.

“Can you imagine if I 
dropped them off in Quincy 
Center?” he asked. “The inhu-
manity of doing that. I’m not 
doing that. It’s just about time 
people step up and help us a 
little, and I don’t mind getting 
criticism for Mass/Cass…but 
we need people to step up.”

The mayor had clear frus-
trations with the situation on 
Mass/Cass, but he also was 
quite frustrated with Quincy 
and its continued legal fight 
to block the re-building of the 
Long Island Bridge. Many of 
the legal challenges have fell 
Boston’s way, he said, and the 
Chapter 91 state waterways 
license is expected any day, 
and a ruling on part of Quin-
cy’s environmental challenge is 
being considered now in Suf-
folk Superior Court. That said, 
he was frustrated that efforts to 
resolve the matter, and assur-
ances that Boston wouldn’t 
develop luxury condos on the 
Island, have gone unanswered 

by Quincy Mayor Tom Koch 
and Squantum Councilor Wil-
liam Harris.

“I’ve reached out to them 
and told the councilor in Quin-
cy and the mayor in Quincy 
that we will not develop luxu-
ry residences on Long Island,” 
he said. “I’ve said I would put 
that in writing with the Quin-
cy City Council and the Mayor. 
They didn’t take me up on that 
offer.”

The Bridge and Recovery 
Campus is a key component for 
neighbors in the South End to 
get some relief from the grow-
ing numbers of people that have 
swarmed into Mass/Cass over 
the past seven months. Walsh 
said they have plans ready for 
the Island’s services, and they 
know the programming they 
want out there. He said the 
development of the campus 
would go in tandem with the 
construction of the Bridge.

However, he upset many in 
the neighborhood in the midst 
of that conversation by saying 
he doesn’t think the elimination 
of the Bridge or the services on 
Long Island caused the issues 
on Mass/Cass – a widely held 
belief in the South End.

“I don’t think the situation 
has continued because the 
Island shut down,” he said. “I 
think it’s much larger. The main 
reason for Mass/Cass is the 
opiate crisis…I don’t think the 
closing of the Bridge added to 
Mass/Cass. The crisis and not 
having enough programming in 
this country for treatment con-
tributed to it. That’s my opin-
ion.”

The mayor also addressed 
another sore spot in the neigh-
borhood, and that is the nar-
rative that overtime cuts to the 
Police Department from the 
City Budget are contributing 

to the worsening conditions on 
Mass/Cass. The mayor said he 
was very mad when he heard 
that excuse, and he assured res-
idents it isn’t true.

“That has not happened,” he 
said. “If it has happened, I need 
to know about it…If anyone is 
giving you the excuse it’s over-
time cuts, it’s simply not true. 
When I heard that, I was pissed 
off. There’s been no overtime 
cuts I’m aware of.”

The message above all from 
the mayor Monday night was 
primarily one about Mass/Cass 
– which is now affecting more 
than just Worcester Square, but 
further into Tremont Street and 
Columbus Avenue. He said the 
plan put out last fall – Mass/
Cass 2.0 – was working, and 
he said right now everyone is 
trying to get back to the gains 
that were made before COVID-
19 hit.

“I know there is criticism of 
our plan, but 2.0 was work-
ing to a solution and we were 
making gains on that,” he 
said. “Then we had COVID-
19. What we’re trying to do is 
restore those gains we had in 
the neighborhood.”

•STOP SAYING ‘METHA-
DONE MILE’

The mayor was also quite 
frustrated with the media using 
the term ‘Methadone Mile’ in 
their reporting, something that 
is very common on television 
news reports about the Mass/
Cass issues. He also criticized 
them for broadcasting and 
publishing images of vulnerable 
people living on Mass/Cass.

“I don’t mind if people call 
it ‘Mary’s Mile, but to label it 
‘Methadone Mile’ is so disre-
spectful,” he said. “Those peo-
ple are there because they are 
sick.”

As an editorial note, the Bos-
ton Sun stopped using the term 
‘Methadone Mile’ five years 
ago as a result of reporting 
on the Forum’s Opiate Work-
ing Group. Since that time the 
paper has reported using Mass/
Cass or ‘the corridor.’ At times, 
it has appeared in quotations or 
when paraphrasing the words 
of others. Additionally, the Sun 
makes a point to not publish 
photographs of those living on 
or inhabiting Mass/Cass out of 
respect for them and their fam-
ilies.

Mayor Martin Walsh appeared for the South End Forum’s Chat with 
the Mayor online Monday evening, and the conversation was mostly 
dominated by quality of life issues regarding Mass/Cass. In an animated 
plea, the mayor said Boston could no longer shoulder the burden alone, 
and called on suburban cities and towns to begin offering services in 
their communities to reduce the stress on Boston’s treatment infrastruc-
ture.

By Seth Daniel

The South End Forum and 
South End Business Alliance 
(SEBA) announced at Mon-
day’s Forum meeting that they 
are proposing a merger of the 
two long-standing organiza-
tions to further align business 
interests and residential inter-
ests.

Forum Moderator Steve 
Fox and Outgoing SEBA Pres-

ident Eve Ward, along with 
income SEBA President Liz 
Beutel, made the pitch during 
the Forum meeting on Monday 
night.

The merger would require 
the vote of, and action from, 
all of the Forum’s 15 Neigh-
borhood Association members, 
Fox said.

“The product we’re propos-
ing is one where we’re asking 

every neighborhood associa-
tion in the South End to have a 
business representative as part 
of the neighborhood associa-
tion,” said Fox. “This would 
allow business issues to flow 
into the issues at the neigh-
borhood level. That will allow 
us to create a dialog…It’s an 
unusual model and doesn’t 
exist anywhere else in the city, 
but the South End is unique.”

Ward said it’s a process of 
reaching out “so businesses and 
neighbors work hand-in-hand 
to improve the South End.”

Part of the change will 
include looping in new SEBA 
President Liz Beutel, the direc-
tor of sales at the AC Hotel in 
Ink Block.

“We are thrilled to have Eliz-
abeth take the reins in 2020 and 
bring her extensive business 

experience and knowledge to 
our organization,” said Ward. 
“Her leadership will undoubt-
edly help SEBA continue to 
strengthen our relationships 
with the business owners, resi-
dents, and the South End com-
munity.”

The Board appointed Beutel 
last week to take over for Ward.

However, it was Ward, Beu-

South End Forum, SEbA look for merger to align businesses and residents

(SEBA, Pg. 7)
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tel and Fox working together 
during COVID-19 and the chal-
lenges facing businesses from 
the spilling over of Mass/Cass 
to the rest of the neighborhood 
that drove the alignment pro-
posal. Both were instrumental 
in crafting a South End Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with Pine Street Inn on 
the re-use of the Roundhouse 
Suites – an MOU that has yet to 
be signed but has been praised 
by neighbors.

Most neighborhood asso-
ciations will have to take up 
the matter at their upcoming 
monthly meetings and get a 
consensus vote.

•DEMO OF VILLA VIC-
TORIA CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS COMING UP

Officials from IBA told the 

Forum they have cleared Land-
marks and begun the process of 
demolishing the Villa Victoria 
Center for the Arts on 85 W. 
Newton St. The former church 

turned performance and art 
space had structural issues that 
couldn’t be corrected and it 
was condemned. After a long 
process with Landmarks, the 
schedule is set now for demo-
lition.

They will begin taking down 
the old building in November, 
at one point having to close 
down the street for five con-
secutive days to accommodate 
a crane in the street. There will 
be a buffer zone and mitigation 
measures to contain dust and 
debris from the demolition.

It is expected to be complete-
ly knocked down by January.

At that point, IBA CEO 
Vanessa Calderon Rosado said 
they will begin envisioning 
what kind of new space could 
go there. She said they don’t 

have any major plans now, but 
it would be a building that acti-
vates the street and opens up to 
the playground and the street at 
the same time.

“We’ll have a building that 
makes those connections better 
with a sense of openness and 
transparency,” she said.

SEBA (from pg. 6)

bALLOt DrOPbOX 
LOcAtIONS

You can drop off your mail-
in ballot at any early voting 
location during the early voting 
period. Fr a full list of ballot 
dropbox locations, visit bos-
ton.gov/election. 

central Library at copley 
Square:

700 Boylston St. Back Bay
The Dropbox will be avail-

able seven days a week until 
8pm on Election Day, Novem-
ber 3

boston city Hall
Available seven days a week 

through 8pm on November 3
Two dropboxes available, 

one at the Congress Street 
entrance and one at the City 
Hall Plaza entrance. The drop-
box at the City Hall Plaza 
entrance is currently available.

EArLY VOtING
To vote early, you must be 

a registered Boston voter. Any 
registered Boston voter can 
vote at any early voting loca-
tion. You don’t need an excuse 
or reason to vote early. Not 
sure if you’re registered? Find 
out your voter registration sta-
tus.

For the State Election on 
Tuesday, November 3, the early 
voting period takes place from 
Saturday, Oct. 17, through 
Friday, Oct. 30. The deadline 

to register to vote is Saturday, 
Oct. 24, 2020. Our office will 
stay open that day until 8 p.m. 
for voter registrations, but you 
can also register on the state’s 
website.

EArLY VOtING 
LOcAtIONS:

central Library at copley 
Square:

700 Boylston St. Back Bay
Saturday, Oct. 24 11am-7pm
Sunday, Oct. 25 11am-7pm
Josiah Quincy School
885 Washington St., China-

town
Saturday, Oct. 17 11am-7pm
Sunday, Oct. 18 11am-7pm
Fenway Park (Gate A 

entrance)
4 Jersey St., Fenway-Ken-

more
Saturday, Oct. 17 11am-7pm
Sunday, Oct. 18 11am-7pm
Dewitt center 
122 Dewitt Drive, Roxbury
Saturday, Oct. 17 11am-7pm
Sunday, Oct. 18 11am-7pm
For more locations, visit bos-

ton.gov/election. 
The Election Department 

is reminding residents that 
Saturday, Oct. 24 is the last 
day to  register to vote and 
Wednesday, Oct. 28 is the last 
day to request a vote-by-mail 
ballot. 

The election includes races 
for: Senator in Congress, Rep-
resentative in Congress, Gov-
ernor’s Councilors, Senator in 

General Court, Representative 
in General Court, Register 
of Probate, and Office of the 
President of the United States. 
In addition to the races, there 
are two ballot questions: Law 
Proposed by Initiative Petition 
Motor Vehicle Mechanical 
Data & Law Proposed by Ini-
tiative Petition Ranked-Choice 
Voting, and two public policy 
questions in State Representa-
tive Districts 11, 15, 17 and 18. 

Any registered Boston voter 
can vote at any early voting 
location from Saturday, Oct. 
17, 2020 through Friday, Oct. 
30, 2020. Due to COVID-19, 
the Election Department is 
implementing health and safety 
protocols for in-person voting 
during the early voting period 
and on Election Day. All poll 
workers will receive face shields, 
face masks, gloves, disinfectant 
wipes, disinfectant spray and 
hand sanitizer. Cleaning will 
take place at each site every 
two to three hours. Voters wait-
ing in line will be instructed to 
stand six feet away from others 
and wear a face covering. More 
information about COVID-19 
safety at the polls can be found 
at https://www.boston.gov/
news/how-we-are-ensuring-
health-and-safety-our-polling-
locations.

VOtING bY MAIL 
All Massachusetts registered 

voters have received a vote-by-

mail application in their mail 
boxes for the State Primary and 
the State Election. The appli-
cation is in a postcard format. 
To receive a ballot, voters must 
first complete, sign and return 
the prepaid postcard applica-
tion to the Election Department 
by Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020. 

If residents never received or 
lost this application, they can 
now request a vote-by-mail 
ballot online at www.mailmy-
ballotma.com. They can also 
request a new ballot applica-
tion by completing this form 
at https://www.boston.gov/
news/mail-voting-informa-
tion-city-boston and return it 
to the City of Boston’s Election 
Department, via mail, email, 
fax or by dropping it off in per-
son at Boston City Hall room 
241, or in the drop box on the 
third floor entrance of City 
Hall.

Email: absenteevoter@bos-
ton.gov

Fax: 617-635-4483

rEtUrNING 
cOMPLEtED bALLOtS

Once a voter receives their 
ballot, they are encouraged to 
complete and return it to the 
Election Department as soon 
as possible. Completed bal-
lots returned by mail must be 
postmarked by November 3 
and received by the Election 
Department by November 6 
to be counted. Massachusetts 

voters can track their ballot 
request, whether requested by 
mail or online, through track-
myballotMA.com . The 
Boston Election Department 
started mailing out ballots this 
week, and will continue to mail 
ballots as applications arrive, 
until the application deadline 
of Oct. 28, 2020. 

Voters may also return 
their ballot using one of the 
17 dropboxes which will be 
available 24/7 through 8 p.m. 
on November 3, 2020, as well 
as at an early voting location 
during the early voting period. 
Voters may additionally return 
their ballot to City Hall, which 
is currently open to the public 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.

VOtING IN PErSON ON 
ELEctION DAY 

Voters are reminded there 
are 20 precinct polling location 
changes this cycle that can be 
found here. Polling locations 
will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 
Individuals can find their poll-
ing location for Election Day at 
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/
wheredoivotema//bal/myelec-
tioninfo.aspx.

For more information on 
how to participate in this year’s 
elections, please visit boston.
gov/election.

VOTING EARLY IN THE GENERAL ELECTION

SEBA Outgoing President Eve 
Ward said the proposal to align 
SEBA and the South End Forum 
will help residents and businesses 
get on the same page with neigh-
borhood concerns.

South End Forum Moderator Steve Fox said the alignment proposal 
came up during COVID-19 and Mass/Cass issues when they realized 
the businesses and the residents were experiencing similar issues
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By Seth Daniel

The City announced Wednes-
day afternoon it had officially 
contracted with a company 
that will be available to remove 
human excrement from private 
property citywide, but partic-
ularly in the South End where 
the issue has been a major frus-

tration for residents throughout 
this pandemic summer.

City officials told the Sun 
the Boston Public Health Com-
mission (BPHC) contracted 
for removal and disinfecting 
of public defection on private 
property as part of a citywide 
pilot program. That program 

will be rolling out next week. 
Mayor Martin Walsh 

addressed the issue on Monday 
night at the South End Forum 
online meeting, and hinted that 
an announcement was coming 
this week.

“I’m hearing it’s happening 
in other parts of the city as 
well, but nothing close to what 
you’re dealing with in the South 
End,” he said. “When we closed 
libraries and businesses down, 
there was no place for people to 
use the bathroom. We’ll be hir-
ing a company soon to pick up 
waste on public property and 
on private property as well.”

The process will work using 
311. Upon receiving a 311 
request for pickup in private 
property, a team will be dis-
patched within 24 hours for 

cleanup. From June to Septem-
ber 2020, the majority of the 
311 reports related to this issue 
came from the South End and 
Back Bay, as well as the North 
End and Downtown Boston. 
Residents began to notice an 
uptick in the vulnerable popu-
lation from Mass/Cass toileting 
on their private property soon 
after the COVID-19 lockdowns 
began. It was soon discovered 
the reason was many of the 
public bathrooms that popu-
lation relied upon were now 
closed. It resulted in a major 
problem on private property 
and in the parks too.

City Public Works crews 
already pick up excrement 
on public property, such as in 
parks, but that became prob-
lematic – along with the idea of 

private property – due to issues 
with worker safety as COVID-
19 can be passed along through 
excrement if not properly han-
dled.

The pilot program is a result 
of the City’s Mass/Cass 2.0 
plan, which has quality of life 
issues for residents and busi-
nesses as one of its main focus-
es, the City said. The Mass/
Cass Task Force, a 25-member 
group composed of communi-
ty leaders, non-profit partners, 
institutions, residents, business 
owners and elected officials, is 
also increasing the frequency of 
their meetings to address issues 
including defecation, encamp-
ments, and decentralization of 
services. 

Special to the Sun

Storybook Ball, a signature 
Boston philanthropic event, 
transforms to a virtual gala this 
year as it salutes the caregivers 
of MassGeneral Hospital for 
Children (MGHfC) who pro-
vided critical adult and pediat-
ric care during the COVID-19 
crisis. 

Taking place on Saturday, 
October 17, 2020, attendees of 
this year’s Storybook Ball will 
discover an enchanting expe-
rience online with an evening 
inspired by the classic chil-
dren’s tale “Rainbow Fish.” 
With a story reading, magi-
cian, musical performance plus 
interactive online games and 
auction, the festive atmosphere 
for young and old will be felt in 
living rooms and kitchen tables 
across the area as attendees and 

families join others at their own 
virtual “table.”

Since 1999, the Storybook 
Ball has raised over $31 million 
in support of the outstanding 
care and research at MGHfC. 
This year’s fundraising focus 
will provide MGHfC with 
funding for the areas needed 
most as it recovers from the 
COVID-19 surge. Guiding the 
online event are co-chairs by 
Andrea and Justin Rosen of 
Charlestown and Fiona and 
James Benenson III of Brook-
line.

“With the 21-year histo-
ry of the Storybook Ball, we 
knew this couldn’t become just 
another online event,” said 
co-chair Fiona Benenson. “Art-
ists and storytellers will bring 
that magic we’ve seen through-
out the years. Best of all, the 

kids can be part of it this year.”  
This year, generous local 

businesses, sponsors and part-
ners to the event are stepping 
up. In-kind sponsors include 
PUMA, Rue La La, and Blank 
Label.

Rich Shertenlieb, co-host of 
98.5 FM The Sports Hub, will 
serve as the event emcee. 

This year's auction pack-
ages that will benefit MGHfC 
include: a multi-course meal 
prepared by culinary queen 
Lydia Shire with an in-home 
dinner party for eight designed 
by Rafanelli Events; a virtual 
training session with Jay Lar-
rañaga, lead assistant coach 
for the Boston Celtics, and 
other Celtics players; and the 
ultimate outdoor sleepover for 
kids prepared by The Slumber 
Squad.

This year’s gala honors the 
MGHfC caregivers who have 
been actively supporting the 
COVID-19 response efforts 
at Mass General. “For many 
of our providers, this was the 
first time in many years that 
they cared for adults,” said 
Ronald Kleinman, MD, Physi-
cian-in-Chief, MGHfC. “Staff 
like our NICU team transi-
tioned seamlessly from caring 

for neonates one day to caring 
for adult patients with COVID 
related complications the next. 
We could not be prouder to 
lead this team, which has gone 
above and beyond to support 
Mass General and our commu-
nity in a time of great need.”

To be part of this unprece-
dented virtual experience on 
October 17, visit storybook-
ball-boston.org.

Local business support stays strong as
Storybook ball goes virtual in its 21st year

Storybook Ball 2020 Co-Chairs James and Fiona Benenson.

Inspire
 discover
 become

TODDLER–GRADE 6 

PRESCHOOL: ONE PARK STREET 

ELEMENTARY: 67 BRIMMER STREET 

617-523-7577 

PARKSTREETSCHOOL.ORG

Take a Tour Tuesdays,  
October – December at 10:30 AM 

Open Houses at Preschool and Elementary, 
November 12 and December 3 at 6:30 PM 

Register at www.parkstreetschool.org  
to attend virtually. 

City initiates team to clean up human waste on private property citywide, with focus on South End

Looking to bring more people into your 
business? Throwing an event in the City? 

Get Seen in Print! and Online!

HYPER LOCAL ADVERTISINGHYPER LOCAL ADVERTISING
WILL GET YOU RESULTS!WILL GET YOU RESULTS!
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Virtual Task Force Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/2HOqCnj
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 593 5370

Tuesday, October 20
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Boston University 540 Commonwealth Ave

Project Proponent:
Boston University

Project Description:
Boston University is seeking to add two floors of the existing building at 540 Commonwealth 
Avenue to its IMP as leased space. This space would be leased by the University and used on a 
long-term basis for academic and administrative purposes. The public is encouraged to attend.

mail to: Edward Carmody 
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4422
email: edward.carmody@boston.gov

Close of Comment Period:
11/5/2020

boston police make major drug arrests at Mass/cass

 GARY DRUG
For over 75 years, Gary Drug has been serving the 

residents of Beacon Hill, the West End and the Back Bay.

Copy & Fax Service  • Neighborhood Delivery Service
We accept most prescription drug plans

Let Gary Drug Be Your Neighborhood Pharmacy
59 Charles Street • Phone 617-227-0023 • Fax 617-227-2879

Stay Home, Stay Safe
CALL US

Your Neighborhood PharmacY

NEIGHBORHOOD 
DELIVERY SERVICE

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
Delivering Your Medication 
And Other Essential Items

Store Hours: Mon - Fri 8am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm

Staff Report

As part of the Boston Police 
Department’s concerted effort 
to remove illegal drugs from 
our communities, the District 
D-4 Drug Control Unit assisted 
by members of the Youth Vio-
lence Strike Force have made 
several arrests and recovered a 
significant amount of drugs in 
the Mass/Cass area.

Over the past six weeks, 
officers have identified several 
individuals who have known 

to be selling drugs in the area 
of the aforementioned location. 
Officers assisted many of the 
alleged buyers in seeking treat-
ment for their drug addictions 
as they focused on obtaining 
warrants for the dealers selling 
drugs to these individuals. Since 
the beginning of this operation, 
the following individuals have 
been placed under arrest:

October 1
•Bryan Owens, 35, of Bos-

ton. Owens was taken into cus-
tody by virtue of an arrest war-

rant for Distribution of Class B 
Drugs. Additionally, Owens is 
charged with Trafficking Class 
A Drugs and Trafficking Class 
B Drugs, after officers located 
twenty-three grams of crack 
cocaine and twenty grams of 
Fentanyl during the booking 
process.

•Brian Ortiz, 20, of Boston. 
Ortiz was taken into custody by 
virtue of an arrest warrant for 
Distribution of Class B Drugs.

•Odanis Brea, 21, of Boston. 
Brea was taken into custody by 

virtue of an arrest warrant for 
Distribution of Class B Drugs. 
Additionally, Brea is charged 
with Trafficking Class B Drugs, 
after officers located fifty-eight 
grams of crack cocaine during 
the booking process.

Jared Disculla, 23, of Boston. 
Disculla was taken into custo-
dy when officers observed him 
engaging in multiple hand to 
hand drug transactions. Offi-
cers located fentanyl, marijua-
na, and a bag of Gabapentin 
pills. Disculla is charged with 
Possession with Intent to Dis-
tribute Class A Drugs, Posses-
sion with Intent to Distribute 
Class D Drugs, and Possession 
with Intent to Distribute Class 
E Drugs.

•Luando DaCosta, 40, of 
Dorchester. DaCosta was taken 
into custody by virtue of an 
arrest warrant for Distribution 
of Class B Drugs. Additionally, 
DaCosta is charged with Pos-
session of Class A Drugs and 
Possession of Class B Drugs, 

after officers located crack 
cocaine and Fentanyl during 
the booking process.

October 2
•Domingos Cabral, 31, of 

New Bedford. Cabral was 
taken into custody by virtue of 
an arrest warrant for Distribu-
tion of Class B Drugs.

October 5
•Lester Ruff, 51, of Boston. 

Ruff was taken into custody by 
virtue of an arrest warrant for 
Distribution of Class B Drugs. 
Additionally, Ruff is charged 
with Distribution of Class B 
Drugs, after officers located 
crack cocaine during the book-
ing process.

In addition to the above 
arrests, detectives were able to 
obtain arrest warrants for over 
10 individuals. As a result of this 
operation, officers were able to 
provide treatment services for 
over 25 individuals who will 
be summoned to local district 
courts for possession.

By Sun staff

The Greenway Conservan-
cy will provide an update on 
planned lighting and infrastruc-
ture improvements on The Gre-
enway in Chinatown following 
its virtual Community Update, 
which takes place virtually 
today, Thursday, Oct. 8,from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

The Greenway Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
provided funding for the deign 
work while the he Conservan-

cy successfully solicited dona-
tions from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Facilities Fund and 
the Greenway BID for a first 
phase of the lighting projects in 
2021. Speakers at the virtual 
event include Jesse Bracken-
bury, executive director of the 
Greenway Conservancy; and 
Rebecca McKevitz, the group’s 
capital projects manager.

A slideshow presented at the 
meeting will be made available 
following our meeting on the 

Greenway Conservancy web-
site and representatives from 
the lighting design and engi-
neering team will be available 
during the meeting to answer 
questions; to ask questions in 
advance, email them to info@
rosekenendygreenway.org.

Register online at https://
w w w. e v e n t b r i t e . c o m / e /
chin-park-lighting-study-com-
munity-update-meeting-tick-
ets-63701809828?aff=erelexp-
mlt.

Greenway conservancy provides update on 
planned lighting and infrastructure improvements
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DOWNTOWN CAPT. 
COLLARS RAPE        
SUSPECT

At about 6 a.m., on Mon-
day September 28, members 
of the BPD Sexual Assault 
Unit responded to a call for an 
assault with intent to rape in 
the area of the Boston Public 
Garden in Downtown Boston. 
On arrival, detectives spoke 
with the victim who stated that 
she was walking inside the park 
when she was approached by 
a male suspect who placed his 
hand over her mouth while 
making sexually explicit threats 
and attempting to remove an 
article of clothing on the vic-
tim. The victim was able to free 
herself from the suspect’s grasp 
and flee to safety. The suspect 
was described as a black male 
in his 20s or 30s with slim to 
medium build and short black 
dreadlocks.

Then, at about 9:45 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 29, officers 
assigned to District A-1 (Down-
town) and detectives assigned 
to the Sexual Assault Unit made 

an onsite arrest of the suspect, 
Luan Maxwell, 30-years-old, of 
Boston, with Downtown Capt. 
Robert Ciccolo giving chase 
and making the arrest. While 
on patrol, officers received 
information regarding the loca-
tion of the suspect and further 
observed him walking on Boyl-
ston Street towards Washington 
Street. Upon seeing officers, the 
male fled onto Beech Street and 
across Kneeland Street, where 
he was apprehended by Cap-
tain Ciccolo of and detectives 
from the Sexual Assault Unit, 
on Harrison Avenue. Maxwell 
is expected to be arraigned in 
Boston Municipal Court for 
Assault with Intent to Rape.
BPD REMEMBERS

The men and women of 
the Boston Police Department 
remember Sergeant William F. 
Healey who was killed in the 
line of duty on Oct. 2, 1946. 
Sgt. Healey was shot and killed 
while confronting two armed 
gunmen found burglarizing a 
home at 24 Fayette Street in the 
Bay Village section of Boston. 

Sgt. Healey was 48 years old 
and had been with the depart-
ment for 18 years at the time of 
his death. He was survived by 
his wife and their two daugh-
ters.

Sgt. Healey is buried at St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery in West Rox-
bury, MA. His name is located 
on the National Law Enforce-
ment Memorial, panel 36, west 
line 9, as well as the Hero Wall 
at Boston Police Headquarters 
and the Police Memorial at the 
State House.

A Hero Sign is placed in 
honor and memory of Sgt. 
Healey in front of 24 Fayette 
Street in the Bay Village sec-
tion of Boston on District D-4 
(South End).
PEDESTRIAN HIT

At about 4:23 p.m. on Thurs-
day, October 1, officers assigned 
to District A-1 (Downtown) 
responded to a radio call for 
a motor vehicle accident with 
a pedestrian struck in the area 
of Boylston Street and Charles 
Street in Boston. On arrival, 

 The two windows in the last clue are on 355 Newbury Street, the 
location of Johnson’s Paint since its founding in 1939. Today this fam-
ily-owned business is proud to say they are the oldest retail establish-
ment on Newbury Street.
The next clue will be found in the Fenway.  Do you have a favorite 
building or detail you would like featured? 
Send an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

tHIS WEEK'S cLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

tHIS WEEK'S ANSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Clecastle LLC Sherer, Adam         53 Clarendon St #3            $1,420,000
Cullati, John            Layman, Melissa A 188 Commonwealth Ave #16   $1,057,500
Ching, Eumene         Angelo, Jennifer 197 Saint Botolph St #2        $705,000
BEACON HILL
Golabek, Andrew G      Malwal, Naveen        42 Joy St #8                   $1,600,000
Hopewell T              Jennifer Harris LT     26 Lime St #3            $2,600,000
62 Pinckney St Unit 1  Gleason, Lynne B 62 Pinckney St #1              $1,400,000 
Geary, Allison Mcdonough, Cailey C 21 Revere St #3              $651,000 
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Brust, Nicholas        Champagnie, Artnel    219 Highland St #1          $550,000
Traina, Eike                        Catlin, Brett 505 Tremont St #808         $2,900,000
Cai, Hongsheng Mcnealus, Richard     21 Aberdeen St #5           $472,500
Henshall, Steven C Henshall, Cynthia 183-185A Massachusetts Ave #302 $650,000
Malik, Ahmed S         Horan, Nicholas D      570 Massachusetts Ave #3      $890,000
411 Shawmut Owner LLC Oktar, Taner 411 Shawmut Ave #5          $470,000 
Freeman, Michelle S Kofol, Caroline J 684 Tremont St #4             $895,000
Magenheimer, Sara E   Bloem, Craig 208 W Springfield St #4     $1,561,000
Schwartz, David Straub, Christopher    1180-1200 Washington St #302 $1,200,000 
Angelo, Jennifer M JP Property 1 LLC 3531 Washington St #303      $845,000
Thompson, Eileen M JP Property 1 LLC 3531 Washington St #303     $755,000
WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Chang, Nancy L Agganis, Gregory 2 Avery St #PH2B             $6,900,000
Cathers, Alicia Jackson, Ross A 480 Commercial St #3A        $462,500
Dawson, Meagan Jackson, Robert C 480 Commercial St #3B        $485,000
Gong, Greg          Afrah Holdings Inc 1 Franklin St #2301           $1,990,000
Gholami, Hadi Fechter, Michael J     580 Washington St #711       $945,000

(news Briefs, Pg. 11)

POLICE NEWS
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ForFor              RecordRecord
C O R O N A V I R U S 

UPDATE: Due to public 
health concerns, the hearings 

that normally would be held on 
a week have been postponed or 
canceled due to the guidance of 
Mayor Martin Walsh and the 
order of Gov. Charlie Baker. 
Some meetings, however, have 
been moved to an online or 
teleconference format under the 
emergency order on the Open 
Meeting Law issued by Gov. 
Baker.

From the October 8, 2:00pm 
cItY cOUNcIL cOMMIt-
tEE ON GOVErNMENt 
OPErAtIONS WOrKING 
SESSION ON DOcKEt #0232

The City Council Committee 
on Government Operations will 
hold a working session on Dock-
et #0232, Order for a hearing 
regarding a text amendment for 
the Boston Zoning Code Relative 
to Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing. The Chair of the Com-
mittee and Sponsor of the dock-
et is Councilor Lydia Edwards. 
This matter was sponsored by 
Councilor Lydia Edwards and 
was referred to the Committee 
on January 29, 2020. 

From the October 13, 
12:00pm cItY cOUNcIL 
cOMMIttEE ON HOUSING 
AND cOMMUNItY DEVEL-
OPMENt VIrtUAL HEAr-
ING ON DOcKEtS #0848, 
#0850, #0929: The Committee 
will hold a virtual hearing on 

Docket #0848, regarding the 
establishment of a munic-
ipal fair housing testing 

program in the City of Boston, 
and Docket #0850, regarding 
Section 8 Voucher discrimina-
tion. Please note the addition of  
Docket #0929, regarding dis-
crimination in the metro Boston 
housing market. Docket #0848 
was sponsored by Councilors 
Matt O’Malley, Lydia Edwards, 
and Kenzie Bok, and Docket 
#0850 was sponsored by Coun-
cilors Annissa Essaibi-George, 
Lydia Edwards, and Liz Breadon, 
respectively and referred to the 
Committee on July 8, 2020.  
Docket #0929 was Sponsored by 
Councilor Ricardo Arroyo, and 
referred to the Committee on 
August 19, 2020.

From the October 14 back 
bay Architectural commission 
hearing at 4:30: 

Violations - 4:30pm
329 Commonwealth Ave-

nue: Unapproved installation of 
HVAC units at rear deck and on 
top of penthouse roof.

Design Review - 5:00pm
21.0158 BB 341 Common-

wealth Avenue: Construct roof 
deck.

21.0283 BB 358 Beacon 
Street: Construct roof deck, relo-
cate access hatch and raise para-
pet wall.

21.0282 BB 208 Beacon 
Street: At rear elevation add oriel 
below existing oriel.

21.0284 BB 126 Marlbor-
ough Street: Construct roof deck 
and penthouse.

21.0285 BB 166 Marlbor-
ough Street: Construct roof deck 
and exterior access stairs from 

existing lower roof deck.
21.0160 BB 53 Marlborough 

Street & 300 Berkeley Street: At 
courtyard: remove two existing 
condensers, replace two win-
dows in-kind, masonry infill 
at one window and one door; 
reverse swing of existing door, 
and install new make-up air 
hvac unit, with duct penetra-
tion through new masonry infill; 
at roof of 300 Berkeley Street: 
remove three existing rooftop 
condensers and install thirteen 
new condensers on spring isola-
tion dampers; and at entrance to 
53 Marlborough Street: replace 
handrail at entrance.

From the October 20 bU 
charles river campus com-
munity task Force Meeting 
from 6:00-8:00pm: Meeting of 
the Boston University Charles 
River Campus Community Task 
Force to discuss the proposed 
Amendment to the Boston Uni-
versity Institutional Master Plan 
(IMP). This Amendment seeks 
to include 16,280 square feet of 
leased space at 540 Common-
wealth Avenue into the existing 
IMP for academic and adminis-
trative use. The public is encour-
aged to attend. Register for the 
webinar at www.zoomgov.com/
webinar/register/WN_RTaDvvn-
MQA2WlPmjbYu6xg. 

OUtDOOr DINING 
EXtENSION

The Mayor announced an 
extension of the Outdoor Dining 
Program beyond its original end 
date of October 31. Restaurants 
using private outdoor space can 

continue to do so for the duration 
of the public health emergency. 
And restaurants using public 
space on streets and sidewalks 
can continue until December 1. 
The City will also waive applica-
tion fees for the use of outdoor 
propane heaters in dining areas. 
Restaurants will still need a per-
mit from the Fire Department, 
and safety regulations around 
their use will remain in place. 
Restaurants can use electric heat-
ers without a permit, as long as 
no cords are crossing sidewalks.

FIrSt tHUrSDAYS At 
tHE GArDNEr MUSEUM
Beginning today, First Thurs-

days are back at the Gardner 
Museum! Entry is free on the 
first Thursday of each month 
from 3-9pm, however, timed 
ticket reservations are required 
and guests must adhere to all 
safety protocols once inside. Visit 
the museum’s ticket website to 
reserve now. There may still be 
tickets available for this evening!

FrEE bPS brEAKFASt IN 
SOUtH END/FENWAY

Students who wish to get a 
free breakfast Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 to 11:30 am., have 
three sites to choose from in the 
South End and Fenway. This is 
the BPS initiative, but other orga-
nizations are also serving meals 
in the area as well.

•Blackstone Elementary 
School – 380 Shawmut Ave. 
(South End).

•Boston Chinese Evangeli-
cal Church, 120 Shawmut Ave. 
(Monday, Weds., and Friday

only – South End).
•Boston Latin School 

– 78 Avenue Louis Pasteur 
(Fenway).

rEPOrtING WOrK-
PLAcE SAFEtY cONcErNS

•Workers in any size organi-
zation have options if they feel 
they are being pressured into an 
unsafe situation. Attorney Gen-
eral Maura Healey has created 
resources for workers to report 
safety concerns during reopen-
ing. They include an online form 
at the Attorney General’s web-
site and a dedicated Fair Labor 
hotline at 617-727-3465. People 
can also find those resources by 
calling 311.

HOW tO rEPOrt A 
PrObLEM PrOPErtY

Since taking office in 2014, 
Mayor Walsh has made fixing 
quality of life issues a priority in 
his administration. From invest-
ing in Public Works to making 
sure community policing is a 
staple in every neighborhood, 
we are making sure every neigh-
borhood is clean, safe and a 
great place to live and work in. 
Unfortunately some properties in 
Boston need more help than oth-
ers, and that&#39;s why we are 
here. If you know of a property 
that fits one of the following cri-
teria: multiple calls to 911, one 
that&#39;s blighted or just a 
general concern, we encourage 
you to reach out to your 
neighborhood liaison.

Police News (from pg. 10) SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

PAINTING

The
NOW  LEASING!

FOR RENT
officers observed a black pick-
up truck which had collided 
with the gate to the Public Gar-
den. Officers could not imme-
diately locate the operator, but 
did observe an adult female 
victim lying unconscious on the 
ground inside of the park gate. 
The victim was transported to 
a local hospital with life-threat-
ening injuries. Witnesses on 
scene provided a description of 
the suspect who was observed 
fleeing the scene by casually 
walking across Charles Street 
attempting to blend in with 
the crowd. Officers canvassed 
the area for the suspect and his 
description was broadcast via 
BPD Operations, to no avail. 

While officers were writing 

the incident report, they were 
made aware that an individu-
al had reported his truck had 
been stolen. Officers confirmed 
that the stolen truck was in fact 
the vehicle that had struck the 
pedestrian at Boylston Street 
and Charles Street. 

At about 8:30 p.m., detec-
tives observed a male match-
ing the description of the sus-
pect in the area of Washington 
Street and School Street. As 
they approached the male and 
engaged him in conversation, 
the male identified himself and 
officers immediately discovered 
he had provided an alias. The 
male, who had two active war-
rants, was placed under arrest. 
The male was identified as the 

suspect in the hit and run and 
was subsequently transported 
to the district station. 

Officers arrested Keith 
Andrade, 58, of Boston. 
Andrade is expected to be 
arraigned in Boston Municipal 
Court on charges of Larceny 
of a Motor Vehicle, Operat-
ing a Motor Vehicle without a 
License, Assault and Battery by 
means of a Dangerous Weapon, 
Reckless Operation of a Motor 
Vehicle and Leaving the Scene 
of a Motor Vehicle Accident 
Resulting in Personal Injury. 
Additionally, Andrade had two 
active warrants out of Boston 
District Court for Larceny from 
a Person.

q PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER q
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     172 NEWBURY STREET  •  BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  •  02116  • WWW.CAMPIONRE.COM • 617.236.0711

86 MARLBOROUGH STREET #3 
3 BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2,520 SQFT 

$3,250,000

79 DARTMOUTH STREET #2 
2 BEDS | 2 BATHS |9654 SQFT 

$995,000

JOY BEACON HILL

188 BROOKLINE AVENUE #PH28E 
3 BEDS | 3.5 BATHS | 2,548 SQFT 

$4,990,000

492 BEACON STREET #14 
2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | 1,273 SQFT 

$1,300,000

5 JOY ST #PH - $6,499,000 
3 JOY ST #PH - $5,999,999 
3 JOY ST #II - $2,950,000

OPEN SUNDAY 

12:00 - 1
:30
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