
By Dan Murphy

After going virtual last year 
due to the pandemic, First Night 
Boston – the largest New Year’s 
Eve celebration in New England 
– returned as an in-person gath-
ering to usher in 2022.

Copley Square was again cen-
ter stage for the festivities, for-
mally run by Conventures, with 

12 hours of entertainment to 
mark the occasion at sites around 
the neighborhood, including 
the Emancipation Proclama-
tion Concert at Trinity Church, 
described as a “celebration of 
liberty and freedom” presented 
by the Handel and Haydn Soci-
ety in partnership with the Muse-
um of African American History; 
and a cultural dance and music 

performance by Greater Boston 
Chinese Cultural Association 
(GBCCA) in Copley Square, 
among myriad activities.

Along with the traditional 
ice sculptures in Copley Square, 

other family-friendly First Night 
highlights included the Pup-
pet Showplace Theater outside 
the Copley Place Mall, and the 
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By Lauren Bennett

The Boston City Council held 
its first meeting of the year on 
Monday, with five new council 
members who had been sworn in 
just two hours earlier.  

The Council welcomed new 
District 4 Councilor Brian Wor-
rell, At-Large Councilor Ruthzee 
Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Coun-
cilor Tania Fernandes Anderson, 
and At-Large Councilor Erin 
Murphy, who filled Michelle 
Wu’s vacancy on the council after 
she was elected mayor. Depart-
ing City Councilors include: 
Andrea Campbell, Matt O’Mal-
ley, Annissa Essaibi-George, Kim 
Janey, and Michelle Wu, who 
now serves as Boston’s mayor. 

Per City Council General 

Rules, the eldest member of the 
City Council presides over the 
meeting if neither the president 
nor the president pro tempore 
are present. Therefore, Council-
or Liz Breadon presided over the 
beginning of the meeting until Ed 
Flynn was elected the new coun-
cil president. Also in attendance 
in the Christopher A. Iannella 
Chamber were Mayor Michelle 
Wu and Rep. Aaron Michlewitz. 

“This is what democracy 
looks like,” Breadon said. “It 
took a huge effort to get us here 
today.” 

This Council welcomed its 
first Haitian-American member, 
Ruthzee Louijeune, as well as the 
first woman of color to serve as 
the District 6 councilor, Kend-

Council welcomes five 
new members at first 
meeting of the year; 
elects Flynn as president

(CounCil meeting, Pg. 3) Back Bay, area 
weekly COVID 
positive test rate 
at 15 percent 

By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus is 
spreading like wildfire across the 
Back Bay with 1.5 out of every 
10 residents tested for the virus 
last week turning out to be posi-
tive and a certain degree of panic 
has set in as children returned to 

(CoViD-19, Pg. 2)

Shown above and inset, scenes from the First Night 2022 celebration 
on New Years Eve in Boston.

First night returns as 
in-person event for city’s 

new Year’s Eve celebration

(First night, Pg. 6)

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu, along 
with Senior Advisor Dr. Moni-
ca Bharel, Boston Public Health 
Commission Executive Direc-
tor Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, Chief of 

Housing Sheila Dillon, Chief of 
Operations Dion Irish, as well as 
other members of the Adminis-
tration, took a ferry to the former 
Long Island recovery campus on 
Jan. 4 to assess the status of the 

buildings there as the city contin-
ues to plan for the future when 
it comes to addressing substance 
use disorder and homelessness.

After the visit, which was 

Wu, officials visit Long Island campus; say bringing 
back services is a “medium-to long-term” goal

(long islanD Campus, Pg. 4)
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COVID-19 (from pg. 1)

Develop a plan for 2022 IF COVID-19 HAS A BRAIN,
IT’S MUCH SMARTER THAN US

We don’t pretend to be experts in biology -- and maybe we’ve been 
watching too many science fiction movies these days -- but the abil-
ity of the COVID-19 virus to mutate (or shape-shift, in the lingo of 
sci-fi fans) in order to make itself both more transmissible and more 
evasive of vaccines makes us wonder: Does COVID-19 possess intel-
ligence?

If COVID-19 has a brain, it clearly has a much-higher IQ -- and 
more common-sense -- than the large number of human beings who 
refuse to get vaccinated and who do not take precautions to avoid 
the disease.

New statistics reveal that the death rate has risen particularly 
sharply for middle-aged white people. COVID-19 now accounts for 
a much larger share of all deaths for that group than it did before 
vaccines were widely available. To paraphrase the motto on New 
Hampshire license plates, some people choose to live free -- AND die, 

There always will be a certain number of humans who do stupid 
things every day that result in their own deaths -- and those who are 
unvaccinated by choice fall into that category.

But in most places, the unvaccinated thankfully represent a small 
minority of people. 

On the other hand, the new Omicron variant is sickening even 
those who are vaccinated at a rate much greater than at any time 
since the start of the pandemic. Up until the past few weeks, vaccinat-
ed persons were told they could feel fairly confident in the immunity 
supposedly conferred by the vaccines.

While it may be true that vaccinations still are hugely successful 
in limiting the number of  deaths and serious illnesses requiring hos-
pitalization, Omicron has upended the best-laid plans of even the 
most-cautious and health-conscious among us as we try to return to 
normal life. 

The onslaught of the Omicron variant has affected almost every 
aspect of our daily lives, from travel to schools.

So does COVID-19 have a brain? Who knows? 
But what we do know is that no matter what we throw at it, 

COVID-19 always is one step ahead of us. 

ON THE BRIGHT SIDE.....
The lengthening of the daylight hours is imperceptible at first.
The least amount of daylight occurred on December 22, clocking 

in at nine hours, seven minutes. But by the end of this week, January 
8, we’ll have nine hours and 19 minutes of daylight, an increase of 
12 minutes.

That may not seem like much, but it’s noticeable when we go out-
side to take our sunset photos and realize that the sun is setting later 
each and every day.

The trend toward longer days will begin to accelerate, so that on 
January 30, we’ll have exactly 10 hours of daylight.

Public health experts tell us that the next six weeks or so will be 
very difficult because of the impending widespread impact of COVID-
19 thanks to the Omicron variant.

But as our days get longer and we get to enjoy more daylight, at 
least we will have something to brighten -- literally and figuratively 
-- the dark days that lie ahead.

By Glenn Mollette

Proverbs 29.18 “Where there 
is no vision the people perish. 
“Everyone needs a strategy. You 
may be 25 or 85 years in age. 
Who cares? Probably the only 
one who cares about your age 
is you. Your age either tells you 
that you are too young or too 
old. Remember, age is only a 
number. We have to put numbers 
aside and go with our hearts. 
If God is in it then don’t worry 
about the number.

What do you want to do? One 
of the ways to know the will of 
God is to determine what we 
believe we would enjoy doing. 
The will of God is what we 
would determine to do if we just 
had enough sense. We will never 
rise above what we do not want 

to do. If we want to do some-
thing our chances of success are 
greater.

What is stopping you? Con-
sider your life and where you 
want to be and determine the 
blockades. Sometimes the great-
est blockade is the decision to 
move forward. Until we make 
that decision we aren’t going 
anywhere. Once we know then 
we can assemble what is required 
to reach our destination.

Learn from the past and put 
it behind you. Past failures often 
eliminate us from life participa-
tion. We remember when we 
failed. A life that is fearful usual-
ly accomplishes far less than the 
life that has faith and confidence. 
Fear freezes us in our tracks.

Who are you today? Who you 

are and the direction you are 
going is far more important than 
where you have been. You can’t 
change the past but you can steer 
your life in a new direction.

Develop a life action plan. 
Why not plan a strategy for the 
next six months and even the 
next year? You and God can 
determine where you will be. 
Start today!

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other pub-
lishing imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues and 
Common Sense opinions, anal-
ysis, stories and features appear 
each week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs across 
the United States.

school Tuesday. 
According to the weekly 

report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC), 3,278  Back 
Bay, Beacon Hill, North End, 
West End and Downtown resi-
dents were tested and 15.1 per-

cent were positive. This was a 56 
percent increase from the 9.7 per-
cent that tested positive between 
December 20 and December 27. 
The weekly positive test rate 
is up 143.5 percent in the area 
since December 20. 

Citywide positive cases of 

coronavirus increased 14.2 per-
cent last week and went from 
102,162 cases to 108,336 con-
firmed cases in a week. There 
were 19 additional deaths in 
Boston from the virus in the 
past week and the total COVID 
deaths is now at 1,522. 

Staff Report

Kenneth Gloss, proprietor of 
the internationally known Brat-
tle Book Shop in Boston’s Down-
town Crossing section, will give 
a Webinar presentation onFri-
day, January 7, 4:00 pm, for the 
New England Historic Genea-
logical Society, Boston, MA. Ken 
will discuss the value of old and 
rare books.

Ken, a rare book specialist and 
appraiser who is frequently seen 
on national TV, will talk in part 
about the history of his historic 
bookshop (www.brattlebook-
shop.com/about), which goes 
back to circa 1825. He is a sec-
ond-generation owner. Ken will 
discuss growing up in the book 
business, show some of his favor-
ite finds while enjoying “the thrill 
of the hunt,” and explain how 
he appraises books and manu-
scripts. He has many fascinating 
anecdotes to share about private 
and institutional collecting as well 
as guidelines for building and 
maintaining a significant collec-
tion. There is also a Q&A session 
before the conclusion of his talk.

To register for the Webinar, 
NEHGS asks that all interested 
parties visit https://americanan-
cestors.org/events.

Yankee Magazine Editor's 
Choice Award for Best of New 
England, the Brattle Book Shop is 
one of America’s oldest and larg-
est antiquarian bookstores. 2022 is 
the 73rd year of Gloss family own-
ership. Kenneth Gloss succeeded 
his late father, George Gloss, a 
well-known figure both in Boston 
and national antiquarian circles. 
He had worked in the store since 
childhood and chose to go into 
the book business rather than pur-
sue a doctorate in chemistry. He 
became the sole proprietor upon 
his father's death in 1985. "I found 
that books were in my blood and 
that I would never be really happy 
if I abandoned the business."

Among the many organizations 
in which Kenneth Gloss is a mem-
ber are the Antiquarian Booksellers 
Association of America, the Inter-
national League of Antiquarian 
Booksellers, the New England Anti-
quarian Booksellers of America, the 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
Antiquarian Booksellers Associa-

tion, the Committee for the Boston 
International Antiquarian Book Fair 
and the Boston Society. He also is a 
Fellow of the Massachusetts Histor-
ical Society as well as serving on the 
Board of Overseers of the USS Con-
stitution Museum.

The Brattle Book Shop is proud 
to have been a contributor to the 
WGBH Annual Auction each year 
that the station has held this fund 
drive. Ken has appeared onnation-
al and local TV numerous times 
over the years and has been a pop-
ular guest on WBZ Radio as well 
as other radio, TV, and cable sta-
tions numerous times. His bylined 
articles continue to appear in var-
ious antique journals and in print 
and online consumer publications. 
The Brattle Book Shop is also the 
recipient of several “Best of Bos-
ton” awards in the categories of 
Best Book Shop or Best Antiquar-
ian Book Shop.  In addition, it has 
been included in a list as one of 
North America’s best bookstores.

For further information about 
this talk and more about book-col-
lecting, appraisals, and future free 
and open talks, call the store toll-
free at 800-447-9595.

Webinar planned with rare Book Specialist Ken Gloss
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CounCil Meeting (from pg. 1)

Middlesex Digestive brings on Gastroenterologist Dr. Michael L. DeSimone

ra Hicks. The City Council also 
welcomed Brian Worrell, the first 
Black man on the council since 
2017, and the first Cape Verdean 
immigrant and first Muslim 
councilor, Tania Fernandes 
Anderson.

The Council then unanimous-
ly voted to elect Ed Flynn as the 
new council president, and he 
took over the rest of the meeting. 

“Thank you to my colleagues 
for placing their trust in me as 
your incoming City Council 
president,” Flynn said. “I am 
honored to be elected by my col-
leagues as president of the Coun-
cil. I’m humbled by the trust you 
have placed in me.”

He also said he was “hon-
ored” to have five new council 
members this term. “We’re so 
fortunate to have such well-ex-
perienced and educated incom-
ing colleagues,” Flynn said.

Councilor Louijeune who lives 
in Hyde Park, is a “lawyer and 
advocate working for working 
people,” Flynn said. Councilor 
Murphy, he said, is “an educator 
with decades of experience in the 
classroom.”

Councilor Worrell is a “small 
business owner with deep roots 
in his community,” Councilor 
Hicks is “an artist, a communi-
ty organizer, an activist; and we 
know that she’ll continue her 
advocacy for her district here at 
City Hall,” and Councilor Fer-

nandes Anderson is a “strong 
advocate for our children and 
families,” Flynn said.

“Each of you have demon-
strated your dedication to public 
service to earn this job, and I am 
confident—and I know our col-
leagues are confident—that you 
will make a difference for the 
people of Boston, and we look 
forward to working with you on 
many issues impacting now just 
your district, but also the City.”

Flynn then talked about the 
Council’s focus heading into this 
term, saying that civic groups 
and constituents have asked him 
about it.

“During my time at the Coun-
cil, this body has kept public 
health, housing affordability and 
stability, equity, social, and eco-
nomic justice at the forefront of 
every discussion we have when it 
comes to our role in government, 
and I know that will continue,” 
Flynn said. ‘It is critical that we 
continue to always be mindful 
of issues impacting our seniors, 
persons with disabilities, work-
ing families, veterans, communi-
ties of color, and our immigrant 
neighbors as well. As councilors, 
our job is not always in the news, 
but the important work we do in 
city government and our neigh-
borhoods is critical.”

Flynn also talked about the 
spike in COVID-19 cases in 
recent weeks as the Omicron 

variant continues to spread. He 
urged the importance of heeding 
“the guidance of our scientists 
and public health professionals, 
and to stress to our neighbors the 
importance of vaccines, boosters, 
face coverings to limit the spread 
of the virus or its impact when 
we have breakthrough cases.”

He continued, “Boston is a 
city with great spirit, history, and 
pride. Our communities deserve 
to have a city government that 
listens and works with them.”

The Council also addressed 
two late file matters filed under 
the provisions of Section 17F of 
the City Charter, which is essen-
tially an information request. 
Both matters were filed by Coun-
cilor Frank Baker, and the first 
requests information relating to 
the recently announced mandate 
around COVID vaccinations in 
the City for City employees, and 
the second requests informa-
tion relating to the Best Western 
Roundhouse Hotel, which is cur-
rently vacant and has been pro-
posed to be used for services and 
housing for unhoused people. 
The mayor is required to respond 
to the requests within one week. 

“Sorry this is unorthodox fil-
ing this, but we’re in a period 
here now where we won’t have 
any hearings; we don’t have 
any committees,” Baker said at 
Wednesday’s Council meeting. 
“Both of these things are looking 

to be implemented in the month 
of January, so that’s why we have 
the 17Fs.”

With regards to the first mat-
ter, Baker said he is “not taking 
a position” on the COVID vac-
cination mandates announced 
by Mayor Wu, but he said he is 
seeking “clarification” on cer-
tain points, including “what 
jurisdiction” the city has on 
mandating private businesses 
to comply with the mandate, as 
well as “hundreds of people can 
potentially lose their jobs…every 
department’s going to be affected 
by this,” he said. He also said he 
wants to know if people will be 
allowed to return to work if they 
do comply with the mandate.

For the Roundhouse Hotel 
matter, “I couldn’t be any more 
different from what the pathway 
that this administration is taking 
right here,” Baker said. He said 
he wants to know who will hold 
the lease, and what monetary 
“commitment” will be required 
from the city, as well as other 
things like the level of security 
and whether or not drugs will be 
“used” on site.

The Council voted to suspend 
the rules and passed both mat-
ters.

The next City Council meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, Jan, 
26 at noon. 

Staff Report

 Middlesex Digestive Health 
& Endoscopy Center (“Mid-
dlesex Digestive”), specialists 
in the evaluation, diagnosis and 
management of digestive diseas-
es, is pleased to announce that 
gastroenterologist Dr. Michael 
L. DeSimone has joined the prac-
tice and will begin seeing patients 
in early January. Additionally, 
Nurse Practitioners Christina 
“Tina” Dunn and Beverly Wang 
of the Back Bay have joined the 
Middlesex Digestive team, as 
well as Marianne Kitchenka, 
who will assist with bookkeeping 
and office management.

A general gastroenterologist 
with special interests in inflam-
matory bowel disease, including 
Crohn’s disease and ulcerative 
colitis, and liver disease, Dr. DeS-
imone is also deeply committed 
to colorectal cancer screening 
and prevention. He earned his 
medical degree from Brown Uni-
versity, completed his internal 

medicine residency at Beth Isra-
el Deaconess Medical Center/
Harvard Medical School and his 
fellowship in gastroenterology at 
UMass Memorial Medical Cen-
ter.

“Dr. DeSimone is an excep-
tional gastroenterologist who 
cares deeply about his patients. 
He’ll integrate seamlessly with 
our staff and team of physicians 
who work collaboratively ver-
sus independently to treat each 
patient most effectively,” said Dr. 
Raj Devarajan, founder of Mid-
dlesex Digestive. “We recently 
also welcomed Tina, Beverly and 
Marianne. We are very fortunate 
to be able to continuously grow 
our staff with so many skilled 
and compassionate people who 
bring immeasurable comfort and 
assurance to our patients.”

Tina Dunn joins Middlesex 
Digestive as a family Nurse Prac-
titioner, and will be assisting Dr. 
Benjamin Hyatt with his gas-
troenterology research project. 
She comes to the practice from 

Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal where she oversaw patients 
in a cardiac surgical stepdown 
unit. A graduate of Boston Col-
lege’s William F. Connell School 
of Nursing, Tina received both 
her Master of Nursing, Family 
Practice/Nursing degree and her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 
Registered Nursing/Registered 
Nurse degree there.

In addition to her Nurse Prac-
titioner responsibilities, Beverly 
Wang is also assisting Dr. Ben-
jamin Hyatt with his gastroen-
terology research project. Most 
recently, Beverly was caring for 
patients at the Armenian Nurs-
ing & Rehabilitation Center in 
Boston. Earlier in her career, she 
spent a number of years as a men-
tal health specialist at McLean 
Hospital in Belmont, Massachu-
setts. Beverly earned her Direct 
Entry Master of Nursing degree 
from Simmons University, and 
her Bachelor of Arts, Psychology 
degree from Providence College.

Marianne Kitchenka came 

to Middlesex Digestive as a cli-
ent of the Weight Management 
Program, where she reached her 
goal through a highly customized 
plan. Through her involvement 
with the program the practice 
came to learn that she was a per-
fect fit for the open role as med-
ical secretary/referral specialist.

Since its inception in 2006, 
Middlesex Digestive has grown 
from a staff of five to 60, includ-
ing a number of physicians with 
decades of experience in gas-
troenterology, psychiatry and 
specialized areas such as IBD, 
Celiac, Crohn’s, weight man-
agement, cancer screening and 
GERD management. 

About Middlesex Digestive 
Health & Endoscopy Center

Founded in 2006, Middlesex 
Digestive is a highly special-
ized center at the forefront of 
the evaluation, diagnosis and 
management of digestive dis-
eases including cancers, irritable 
bowel syndrome, gastroesoph-
ageal reflux, and diseases of the 

liver, gallbladder and pancreas. 
The center is deeply committed 
to lowering the colon cancer 
rates in the community. Its dis-
tinguished team of gastroenter-
ologists and specialists in relat-
ed areas such as psychiatry and 
nutrition, brings world-class 
expertise and techniques, and 
utilizes advanced technologies to 
provide effective, life-improving 
results. Because Middlesex Diges-
tive is able to perform procedures 
onsite, a rare credential in Mas-
sachusetts, patients are able to 
receive advanced, comprehensive 
gastrointestinal care with added 
convenience and significant time-
and-cost efficiencies.

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

Back Bay resident and new NP at 
Middlesex Digestive, Beverly Wang.
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Long IsLand Campus (from pg. 1)

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3F6srEJ
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 467 0002

Wednesday, January 12
6:00 PM 

Government Center Urban Renewal 
Community Meeting

Project Description:
The Boston Planning and Development Agency is inviting the surrounding neighbors of the 
Government Center Urban Renewal Plan Area to a community meeting to gain feedback on a 
request to extend the terms of the plan. Translation/Interpretation will be available upon 
request with 7 day advance notice.

mail to: Christopher Breen 
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4202
email:  chris.breen@boston.gov

First Suffolk and Middlesex General Election set for Tuesday, Jan. 11

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

By John Lynds

On Tuesday, January 11 vot-
ers are reminded to head to the 
polls during the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex Special Election Gen-
eral Election and cast their bal-
lots for state senator. 

District 1 City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards, who won the state pri-
mary against Revere’s Anthony 
D’Ambrosio on December 14, 

will be alone on the ballot as 
there is no Republican challeng-
er. 

The election to fill the seat 
vacated by Joseph Boncore will 
take place in the Boston neigh-
borhoods of Bay Village, the 
South End, Beacon Hill, East 
Boston, the North End, China-
town, as well as Revere, Win-
throp and Cambridgeport. 

Where to Vote in BayVillage/
South End/Chinatown

The following are the polling 
locations broken down in order 
of Precincts. All polling locations 
will be open between 7:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11. Ballots will be available 
in English, Spanish, Chinese and 
Vietnamese. Language assistance 
will be available on Election Day 
by translators at polling loca-

tions or by contacting the Elec-
tion Department’s translation 
phone bank. 

Please note, voting will be tra-
ditional, in-person on Election 
Day and by excused Absentee 
Ballot only. Voters had until 
Wednesday, January 5, at 5 p.m. 
to apply for an Absentee Ballot. 

Ward 3, Precinct 6, City Hall, 
1 City Hall Plaza. Vote in the 

hallway by Credit Union. The 
voter entrance is on the north 
side of the building.

Ward 3, Precinct 8, Wang 
YMCA of Chinatown , 8 Oak 
Street West. Vote in the gymna-
sium. 

Ward 5, Precinct 11, Benjamin 
Franklin Institute of Technology, 
41 Berkeley Street. Vote in the 
auditorium. 

closed to media, Wu and officials 
held a press conference in South 
Boston to discuss what they saw 
at the approximately 400,000 
gross square foot campus. 

“The condition of many of the 
buildings is quite dilapidated,” 
Wu said, adding that there is 
“water damage in basically every 
space we were in.” She said that 
some heating systems were still 
operational, while “many were 
not.” 

In 2014, programs and ser-
vices were brought to a halt and 
the bridge to Long Island was 
closed due to structural issues, 
forcing those using the services 
to leave. In 2015, the bridge was 
demolished.

Wu said that she “could see 
how quick the evacuation was” 
at the time, as some items and 

papers were still there, nearly 
seven years later. 

She said that Long Island is 
a “medium-to long-term push 
we’re making” as far as continu-
ing to provide services and hous-
ing to those dealing with mental 
illness, homelessness, and sub-
stance abuse disorder. 

Wu said she is considering sev-
eral options for transportation to 
the island, including reconstruct-
ing the bridge, using ferries, and 
potential helicopter use, though 
she said no decisions have been 
made yet.

“It was good to be able to 
look at the space,” Monica Bhar-
el said, reaffirming that this is 
“medium and long term work,” 
but being able to see what is 
available was useful to the 
administration.

“It’s really important for us to 
realize that every day, our street 
outreach workers are engaging 
with people; trying to offer peo-
ple services,” said Dr. Bisola Oji-
kutu. 

“This is not a one time event. 
We know we need places for peo-
ple to go for recovery in order to 
get back into the workforce; to 
recuperate.” She spoke about the 
potential use of outdoor space on 
the island, as well as determining 
“which buildings could be reno-
vated sooner rather than later.”

Shiela Dillon said that “in the 
days and weeks to come,” the 
city will be conversing with its 
nonprofit partners about “what 
those buildings could be used 
for,” as well as things like bud-
geting. 

“There is a lot of potential on 

the island,” she said.
Wu said that the administra-

tion has also been in touch with 
leaders from indigenous commu-
nities, as the island is a “sacred 
space for them.” She said that 
when the time comes to actually 
do something on the island, the 
city will “make sure to prioritize 
outreach” with the proper groups.

A reporter asked Wu about her 
deadline of Jan. 12 for the remov-
al of all tents from the Mass and 
Cass area, and whether that dead-
line still remains. 

“There have been efforts hap-
pening every single day.” Wu said, 
adding that 49 people have moved 
into low-threshold housing and 
“tents have been coming down.”

She said that “Jan. 12 was a 
date by which we believed we’d 
have enough housing avail-

able...,” and “that continues to 
be the timeline we’re working 
on.” But as for the exact date of 
Jan. 12--“...It’s not going to be 
an on and off switch where one 
day, everyone will still be living in 
encampments and the next day, 
everyone will have disappeared,” 
Wu said. “This is a day-by-day, 
hour-by-hour conversation, 24 
hours around the clock.” 

Wu said this is her third time 
going to Long Island, and her 
first since the bridge has been 
removed. 

“The next step for us is to real-
ly think about the various com-
munities of residents we would 
potentially look to serve,” she 
said. She also said that “we need 
to be thinking of every possible 
way that we can connect our res-
idents to services.”
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Staff Report

City of Boston Credit Union 
(CBCU) presented the Boston 
Police Department with the third 
installment of a $250,000 grant 
over five years that allows the 
BPD to provide services and pro-
grams necessary for improved 
health and wellness of officers.

The 2019 initiative continues 
to be supported through fund-
ing from the Credit Union and 
Runners Club that will allow the 
BPD to provide services and pro-
grams necessary for improved 
health and safety of officers.

“We’re proud to continue to 
support this initiative that pro-
vides comprehensive support to 
BPD members,” said Neil Gor-

don, President & CEO of the City 
of Boston Credit Union. “This ini-
tiative has seen life-saving results 
and continues to create a safer, 
healthy environment for the men 
and women of the department 
who are committed to serving our 
community every day.” 

In addition to the $250,000 
grant, the City of Boston Cred-
it Union continues to support 
the Boston Police Department 
through Financial Education and 
Literacy programs with newly 
appointed cadets.

Physical and mental health 
along with financial security are 
key to keeping our first respond-
ers safe on the job,” said CBCU 
Chairman of the Board Gregory 
Rooney. “ As a member-driv-

en institution, we are proud to 
continue to support our mem-
bers and first responders toward 
leading fulfilling and rewarding 
lives.”

Since 1915, the City of Bos-
ton Credit Union has provided 
its members with personal, con-
venient and value-priced finan-
cial services that support them 
through all of life’s milestones. 
Big enough to serve all your 
needs, and small enough to know 
what they are, the City of Boston 
Credit Union fosters a culture 
where relationships matter. As a 
credit union, we are owned by 

and accountable to our members, 
who each have an equal vote in 
our direction, regardless of the 
size of their accounts. We believe 
we have a responsibility to sup-
port the health and wealth of our 
members and their communities. 
Since 2018 CBCU donated over 
$1.8 Million to hundreds of local 
organizations. For more infor-
mation, visit CityofBostonCU.
com. 

 (L to R): CEO Neil Gordon, Head Teller Theresa O’Connell, Director Tom Tinlin, Director Cecil Jones, 
BPD Detectives Benevolent Society VP Bob Griffin, Treasurer Joe Sullivan, CBCU Director Susan Connolly, 
BPD Superior Officers Federation President Jeannie Carroll, Chairman of the Board Gregory Rooney, 
Director Brian Gill, BPD Benevolent Society President Donald Caisey, Secretary Troy Hartgrove

By Dan Murphy

While Mayor Michelle Wu 
opting to extend the outdoor 
dining through the month of 
December undoubtedly gave the 
city’s restaurants a much-needed 
boost amid the still-ongoing pan-
demic, one accomplished restau-
ranteur also sees it as a promis-
ing sign for the future of al fresco 
dining in the City of Boston.

“Mayor Wu’s decision to 
extend outdoor dining through 
the month of December was 
great,” said Babak Bina who 
along with his sister, Azita 
Bina-Seibel, owns and operates 
Bin 26 on Charles Street, as well 
as jm Curley and its steakhouse, 
Bogie’s Place, in Downtown 
Crossing. “Having spoken with 
some people on her administra-
tion, she appears to understand 
the gravity of the situation. I’ve 
been told she’s been in commu-
nication with the Governor on 
extending outdoor dining hope-
fully beyond the expiration that 
will occur in the spring, which 
would be a life-saver as we are 
still clearly in the middle of a 
pandemic and not out of the 
woods yet.”

Even so, this additional month 
of outdoor dining didn’t neces-
sarily translate into much more 

business for many restaurants, 
said Bina, including his own.

“Obviously, Boston and New 
England weather has historical-
ly not been that kind,” he said. 
“But we had a very mild Decem-
ber, and with heaters ready, we 
had the occasional diner outside. 
It garnered attention and gave 
people a choice to dine inside or 
out, but revenue-wise, it wasn’t 

earth shattering.”
Bina also knows from person-

al experience that getting vacci-
nated doesn’t completely ensure 
you won’t get infected, since 
about a dozen employees at Bin 
26 on Charles Street and just as 
many more at jm Curley, tested 
positive for COVID after Christ-
mas, and this came despite the 
fact that all his employees had 
been vaccinated.

As has historically been the 
case, Bin 26 and jm Curley were 
both closed on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day, and when 
employees returned to work this 
time, Bina had 150 rapid test kits 
on hand to administer to them. 

“There were people who had 
already reported positive, or 
had symptoms, and a couple 
who tested positive during test-
ing were sent home,” said Bina. 
“We obviously followed CDC 
recommendations in them quar-
antining, and in fact, we had 
them tested before returning to 
work. Regardless, they continue 
to wear masks at all times, and 
we also have air purifiers func-
tioning [at our restaurants].”

Bina was also put further at 
ease upon learning that all of 
the employees had contracted 

Accomplished restaurateur ponders 
future of city’s dining establishments

PHOTO COURTESY OF BINA FAMILY 
HOSPITALITY

Babak Bina who along with his 
sister, Azita Bina-Seibel, owns 
and operates Bin 26 on Charles 
Street, as well as jm Curley and 
its steakhouse, Bogie’s Place, in 
Downtown Crossing. 

(Dining EstablishmEnts, Pg. 9)
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Opening Ceremony and Cele-
brate Boston Procession, which 
made its way from Copley 
Square to the Boston Common, 
replete with puppets, motor vehi-
cles, and woodwind instruments.

A fireworks display over the 
Boston Common, sponsored by 
The Mugar Foundation and The 
City of Boston, kicked off at 7 
p.m. on the Boston Common 
in anticipation of the midnight 
fireworks over the Boston Har-
bor, sponsored by The Friends of 
Christopher Columbus Park.

The First Night Copley 
Countdown in Copley Square 

in Copley Square also welcomed 
the new year with a Pyrotechnics 
and Light Show above the Fair-
mont Copley hotel, as well as live 
music on the Copley stage.

And in a true sign of the times, 
the Boston Public Health Com-
mission in partnership with the 
Whittier Street Health Center 
also made COVID vaccines, 
boosters, and rapid test freely 
available to revelers at  pop-up 
clinics located in Copley Square 
and in the Copley Branch of the 
Boston Public Library. In all, 
more than 400 vaccines were 
administered at the two clin-

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH 
ROBINSON

Shown above and to the left, 
Mayor Michelle Wu joined rev-
elers in ringing in the New Year 
during the annual First Night cele-
bration in Boston.

Shown above, below, and inset, scenes from the First Night celebration.

ics, according to a representa-
tive from Mayor Michelle Wu’s 
office, while 1,400 rapid test kits 
were distributed by the Whittier 
Street Health Center.

“I’m overjoyed to bring back 
the beloved tradition of First 
Night and to offer Bostonians 
a chance to get vaccinated or 
boosted as we ring in 2022,” said 
Mayor Michelle Wu prior to the 
event in a press release. “We’ve 
shifted the celebration outdoors 
to put public health and safety 
at the forefront as we welcome 
the New Year. I’m grateful to all 
our city departments and part-
ners working hard for all Bos-
tonians and visitors to stay safe 
and healthy, and get vaccinated 
this holiday season.”

Mayor Michelle Wu is seen car-
rying one of her two sons as she 
greets First Night revelers.

First Night (from pg. 1)
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Mayor Wu swears in City Council; delivers speech noting their diversity 
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By John Lynds

On Monday, in one of the 
shortest and perhaps the coldest 
Boston City Council inaugura-
tions in recent history, Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu swore in 
returning and new members of 
the Council outside City Hall. 

Due to the rising number of 
COVID cases the event was 
moved outdoors for safety rea-
sons and with a brisk chill in the 
air the entire inauguration was 
over in less than a half hour. 

After swearing in the 12 mem-
bers of the Council, Mayor Wu 
addressed the body and noted the 
historic significance of the day. 

“This year marks 200 years 
since the Town of Boston official-
ly became the City of Boston and 
created its very first city coun-
cil 200 years ago,” Mayor Wu 
began. “Those first 55 city coun-
cilors looked different from the 
body that we have just inaugu-
rated today. One hundred years 
after the city council was created 
there still were no women and 
no people of color serving in the 
City of Boston. So as we mark 
this new year, it’s truly not just 
about the passage of time, but 
the progress that the city has 
seen, and that we will continue 
to rush into in this time of great 
consequence. I’m so excited to 

join my colleagues and celebrate 
our five new city councilors.”

At-large Councilors include 
sitting Councilors Michael Fla-
herty and Julia Mejia, along with 
new Councilors Ruthzee Loui-
jeune and Erin Murphy. Districts 
1, 2, 3, 5, 8, and 9 will be rep-
resented by sitting Councilors 
Lydia Edwards, Ed Flynn, Frank 
Baker, Ricardo Arroyo, Kenzie 
Bok, and Liz Breadon, respec-
tively. Brian Worrell is a new 
Councilor who will represent 
District 4, Kendra Hicks is a new 
Councilor who will represent 
District 6, and Tania Fernandes 
Anderson is a new Councilor 
who will represent District 7.

Wu said the incoming Coun-
cilors sworn in during Monday’s 
historic ceremony represent 

many key milestones. 
“Tania Fernandes Anderson is 

the first African and first Muslim 
City Councilor who brings expe-
rience and service and creativity 
that shines through with every 
action and statement she makes,” 
said Wu. “Kendra Hicks is the first 
woman of color to represent Dis-
trict 6 and she is  an activist, orga-
nizer, artist and inspiration and I’m 
so excited to work alongside her. 
Ruthzee Louijeune is the first Hai-
tian-American City Councilor and 
someone whose love of Boston has 

Mayor Michelle Wu administers the oath of office to the Boston City 
Council.

At Large City Councilors Ruthzee 
Louijeune and Julia Mejia.

Mayor Michelle Wu addresses the 
City Council during Monday’s 
ceremony.

The National Anthem is per-
formed by Danielle Conchita.

The Sergeant at Arms leads Mayor 
Michelle Wu and the members of 
the Boston City Council to the 
Ceremony outside City Hall.

(InauguratIon., Pg. 9)
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By Marianne Salza

Imagine Van Gogh the Orig-
inal Immersive Exhibition in 
Image Totale will be on display 
now through March 19, at the 
SoWa Power Station for its U.S. 
premier in Boston. Created in 
France by Artistic Directors, 
Annabelle Mauger and Julien 
Baron, the show welcomes guests 

to explore Southern France as 
perceived by the 19th century 
impressionist painter, Vincent 
Van Gogh. 

“It is not a classic exhibition or 
a retrospective. It is an immersive 
exhibition,” explained Mauger, 
who has directed for over 20 
years. “The most important 
thing was to fragment the imag-
es. In art history, a painting is 
a movement. If you put more 
movement in a painting, you are 
changing the painting. That’s not 
what I am doing. I am a director, 
not an artist. I am not choosing 
the same canvas. Image Totale is 
a vision of the paintings.”

Image Totale guides viewers to 
focus on the details of the works 
that Van Gogh painted in the last 
two years of his life. Mauger and 
Baron first presented the exhibi-
tion in 2008 in hopes that people 
could better interpret the Dutch 
artist who was misunderstood 
during his time. 

“We chose this part of his 

painting life because we thought 
that Vincent decided to paint the 
people he loved in the South-
ern France landscape,” Mauger 
described. “When you look at 
the brush strokes, you will see 
the softness and sweetness. I am 
not sure that all people know 
that this man was just suffering; 
and not the mad man we are 
used to hearing.”

Image Totale is like wander-
ing through a radiant dream, 
absorbed into Van Gogh’s paint-
ings momentarily in the expan-
sive 24,000-square-foot space of 
the SoWa Power Station. Initial-
ly, audiences can amble through 
a hall that provides information 
about the history of Van Gogh, 
and the show’s creators. 

The expansive building was 
formerly a power station built 
in 1890 to provide electricity for 
the subway system until 1900. 
Mario Nicosia, President/Direc-
tor of the SoWa Art District, 
purchased the property from 

Imagine Van Gogh

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZA

Mario Nicosia, President/Director 
of the SoWa Art District.

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZA

Producer Paul Dupont-Hébert.
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the MBTA (Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority) some 
20 years ago. The Power Station 
was vacant for a century, until 
now. 

“You needed a use that 
would keep the building open, 
as opposed to creating housing, 
office space, or retail. There was 
a demand for event space in Bos-
ton, so we restored the building 
for one big, open space,” said 
Nicosia. “Now the building is 
going to be used for interesting 
events. This building can’t be 
duplicated in the city. A lot of 
people are going to enjoy it.”

Image Totale has been a trav-
eling exhibition for two years 
during the pandemic.

“We are considered by some 
health authorities to be a covid-
proof activity,” added Producer 
Paul Dupont-Hébert. “Last year, 
we were in Vancouver, and we 
were the only cultural activity 
in Canada recommended by the 
Minister of Health. We care that 
our customers feel extremely 
comfortable here. This is done 

to make people happy and relax 
during a difficult period we live 
in.”

Dupont-Hébert blissfully 
described the arrival of couples 
who enter the winter exhibition 
quickly for reprieve from the bit-
ing air; and within ten minutes 
intimately hold each other near-
er as they explore. He feels that 
Image Totale -- accompanied by 
Schubert, Mozart, and Proko-
fiev pieces --   inspires close-
ness because of its elegance and 
uniqueness.

“It is unbelievable,” Dupont-
Hébert gushed. “It’s like life 
stops for that hour. You will live 
a moment of beauty and grace.”

Imagine Van Gogh the Origi-
nal Immersive Exhibition Image 
Totale -- on display at the SoWa 
Power Station, 550 Harrison 
Avenue, South End, Boston -- is 
a contactless experience with 
timed entries to ensure social dis-
tancing. Face masks are required 
upon entry, regardless of vac-
cination status. Tickets can be 
purchased at www.Imagine-Van-
Gogh.com. 
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Artistic Director Annabelle Mauger.
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By Lauren Bennett

The East Berkeley Neighbor-
hood Association (EBNA) met 
virtually for its first meeting of 
the year on January 4, where 
members and neighbors heard 
a safety report from Boston 
Police D-4 Capt. Steve Sweeney, 
updates from new City Council 
president Ed Flynn, and a licens-
ing request for Modern Relik. 
They also heard from Heather 
Thompson of Myers+Chang for 
this month’s Business Spotlight.

Ken Smith, who has been 
EBNA’s president for six years, 
announced he will be stepping 
down from the role, though he 
will remain on the board and 
will continue to facilitate the 
meetings. Leslie Fine will assume 
the presidency moving forward. 
Many people expressed their 
thanks and gratitude for Smith’s 
dedication to the organization 
over the years.

SAFETy rEPOrT
Capt. Steve Sweeney said that 

2021 was “one of the best years 
crime-wise since I’ve been down 
here.” He said that overall crime 
is down 14 percent, while violent 
crime is down 30 percent. 

Robberies are down 33 per-
cent from 2020, aggravated 
assaults are down, and residen-
tial burglaries are also down 33 
percent. He said that the num-
bers for commercial break-ins 
are “a little skewed” with the 
looting that happened in 2020, 

but the five year average for the 
district is 81 and there were 48 in 
the past year, which he called “a 
huge drop.”

Larceny from motor vehicles 
is down 24 percent, and seven 
people were shot in 2021, which 
is down from 13 in 2020. There 
was one homicide last year, and 
two in 2020.

Overall he said that these 
are “great numbers. Obviously, 
those are tragic numbers, those 
last two, but for the year great 
work in the offices here at the 
station.”

ED FLynn
City Councilor Ed Flynn was 

elected City Council president 
on Monday by his fellow coun-
cilors, and he dropped in to the 
EBNA meeting to talk about his 
goals for this year.

He said that “what I’m con-
cerned about and what I hope to 
work on” is continuing the work 
he’s done over the past four year: 
“working hard, being accessi-
ble, trying to resolve constituent 
requests; quality of life issues. It’s 
about clean parks, safe streets, 
treating people with respect.”

Flynn has been a huge propo-
nent of public safety issues, and 
vowed to continue working on 
those. He said he would like to 
“see a portion” of federal funds 
go towards pedestrian safety, 
such as “making changes to 
streets” and adding stop signs. 
He also talked about his desire 
to lower the city’s speed limit, 

which is currently 25 miles per 
hour (mph). 

“I think the speed limit is too 
fast, too high in the city,” Flynn 
said. “I would like to see it go 
towards 15mph,” but said he 
would “support” lowering it to 
20mph. 

Additionally, he said that 
“more enforcement” is need-
ed when it comes to the current 
speed limit. He also said that 
infractions should “go on insur-
ance” as well. 

A resident, whose Zoom 
name was Leigh W., told Flynn 
that she is “glad to hear you’re 
concerned about the speed limit 
in the neighborhood,” and when 
she reaches out to the city with 
issues like this, she gets “some-
thing very dry” in response.

Flynn said that the public 
needs to be educated about the 
speed limit to protect residents 
of the city’s neighborhoods. He 
asked for residents’ help during 
the city’s budget season with 
“advocating for infrastructure 
improvements in the South End.”

Residents had questions for 
Flynn as well. Ken Smith asked 
about the City Council’s role in 
creating more housing and sup-
port for those living at Mass and 
Cass.

“The City Council plays a 
critical role,” Flynn said. He said 
that Roxbury and the South End 
“have supported the homeless 
community for many years,” 
while “other cities and towns 
provide very little.” 

He said that the city is engag-
ing with state officials on this 
issue, as it is not solely Boston’s 
responsibility.

LICEnSInG rEQuEST
Meg Kimball of Harrison Ave. 

furniture store Modern Relik 
came before the EBNA with 
a request for a beer and wine 
license at the store, which already 
offers coffee and tea, along with 
breakfast and lunch foods. 

“If you’re familiar with Mod-
ern Relik, we have a little cafe 
inside,” she said, that seats about 
20 people. “We have a nice little 
regular crowd from the neigh-
borhood that comes in on a reg-
ular basis.”

She said that the cafe is not 
making much money, but she 
does not want to have to close it. 
“It’s actually what really makes 
our store unique,” she said. 
“People come in, look around, 
they’re kind of enthused. People 
feel it has a great vibe.”

Kimball said that she believes 
the addition of wine and cham-
pagne will help the business. She 

said that on Saturday and Sun-
day mornings, she could offer 
things like mimosas, and in the 
evenings, people might enjoy a 
glass of wine with a charcuterie 
board. 

“I don’t think it will be a mas-
sive part of our business,” she 
said. “We’re not going to do any-
thing wild and crazy—we’re not 
going to be staying open until 11 
at night.”

She said that right now, the 
hours are a bit experimental to 
see what traffic the space can get, 
and have been staying open with 
the hours of the Van Gogh exhib-
it. She said this isn’t really bring-
ing in any more customers and 
the cafe is “not looking to be an 
evening restaurant. It’s just really 
a supplemental service to a furni-
ture store; a breakfast or lunch.”

Kimball said that the regular 
closing hours are 5:00 or 6:00, 
but the store will “probably 
never be open after 8.” 

Resident Barbara Corkey said 
that she thinks this is an “inter-

Dining EstablishmEnts (from pg. 5)

COVID from interacting with 
family and friends, rather than 
from working at either of his 
restaurants.

 “The good news is that in 
all cases, except one, they have 
been able to bounce back quick-
ly, with  no symptoms showing 
after a couple of days,” he said. 
“No one ended up in the hospi-
tal, thank goodness.”

And as someone who has 
worked countless hours working 
at Bin 26 and jm Curley since 
the pandemic struck while still 
remaining COVID-free, Bina 
believes that restaurants inher-
ently continue to be safe places, 
especially if one takes the proper 
safety precautions.

“Personally, I have been near 
people who have tested positive, 
and I was wearing a mask, and I 
have continued to not test posi-
tive,” said Bina. “I attribute that 

to wearing a N95 mask any time 
I’m in a highly populated area.”

Supply shortages and rising 
costs, meanwhile, continue to 
stymie restaurants around Bos-
ton and beyond.

“We’re seeing a 25-30 per-
cent increase in prices across the 
board,” said Bina. “It’s not just 
one vendor, it’s not two vendors 
– it’s everyone across the board. 
I’m sure in some cases, it’s sup-
ply-chain issues, but frankly, it’s 
also labor costs and shortages.”

Added Bina, “We’re address-
ing that currently, and we feel 
that the biggest impact and relief 
will be the ability to have out-
door dining in the spring.”

 If not, Bina said he fears 
“it would certainly kill restau-
rants, and you’ll definitely see 
increases in menu prices at your 
favorite restaurants.”

And like everyone else, Bina 

is holding out hope that the 
worst days of the pandemic have 
already passed.

“Our hope is that this is the 
beginning of the end of this 
pandemic,” he said, “and that 
with the new variants seeming 
to be more like a flu than being 
so deadly, at least for those who 
are vaccinated, we will get to the 
other side sooner than later.”

Likewise, Bina believes that 
his restaurants are now in a bet-
ter position than they were at the 
onset of either of the two previ-
ous years.

“We’re extremely hopeful 
about this year, much more than 
the previous two years, possi-
bly because we assume we have 
experienced the worst,” said 
Bina, “and most importantly, 
we’re confident that our loyal 
staff and patrons will carry us 
through this.”

EBnA hears from Councilor Flynn; discusses request for beer and wine license

(Ebna, Pg. 10)

been clear from the very earliest 
days growing up in the city, who 
gave tours celebrating the beauty 
of Boston and has now brought 
her experience in law to serve her 
community. Erin Murphy, a BPS 
teacher, single mother, and advo-
cate for those struggling with 
addiction and substance abuse is 
already starting to fight for you 
and Brian Worrell, a small business 
owner and the first Black man to 
serve on the Council since 2017 
who is already a great partner.”

Wu added that she knows the 
deep responsibility that constit-
uents placed upon her and the 
Council and knows first hand the 
power of the Boston City Coun-
cil to make sure the city is mov-
ing forward on the issues. 

“So as our new colleagues 
join alongside our returning col-
leagues, those who have been 
proud and honored to serve 
alongside for many, many years, 
I know the progress that we will 
continue to see in the city,” she 
said. “At this moment our con-
stituents and our community 
expect us to move with urgency 
to open doors for everyone and 
to deliver results. We’re ready to 
partner in every way.”

Wu then addressed the surg-
ing Omnicron variant of the 
COVID-19 virus that is spread-
ing like wildfire across the city 

with nearly 2 out of every 10 
people tested last week in the city 
were found to be positive. 

“We are all here at an inaugu-
ration that looks very different 
from the one we expected even a 
couple of weeks ago,” said Wu. 
“Sitting here outside in the cold 
we must let this be a reminder of 
what so many in our city have to 
live with every single day. Our 
residents who have been stand-
ing outside in the cold for hours 
waiting for a test to make sure 
they can keep their family safe. 
We must do better. Our residents 
who are living unhoused in tents 
at Mass and Cass and across the 
city, we’re taking action and we 
must do better. And for so many 
residents who have been outside 
in the cold because of systems 
that have not seen and valued 
every single one of our commu-
nity members we are going to 
do better and I look forward to 
the collaboration with the City 
Council to make that happen. 
With this new year, let us find 
warmth in each other even as 
we face stiff headwinds. We will 
make progress and make sure 
that we are always holding the 
light of our Boston residents in 
front of us and build that com-
munity that we need and we 
deserve in 2022.”

inauguration (from pg. 7)
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SELDC hears second advisory review for seven story multi-use building at 1395 Washington St. 

esting and creative idea,” and she 
would be interested in sipping a 
glass of wine while furniture 
shopping.

In the chat, Joe Greene and 
Danielle Butke said that “We 
love Modern Relik and the food 
is great. We are very supportive 
of the expansion. Look forward 
to enjoying a glass of wine while 
shopping for furniture!” 

Frann Bilus said, also in the 
chat: “I think it’s a lovely store, 
the food is great, I’m supportive 
of expanding to have wine and 
champagne as an enhancement.”

Jayne Brayton said to Kimball, 
“I think you need to be a little 

more specific about what your 
hours are going to be.”

Smith said that EBNA “will be 
in touch” on the licensing request. 

BuSInESS SPOTLIGHT: 
MyErS+CHAnG

Heather Thompson, who has 
worked at Myers+Chang for 
about 12 years, said that she 
is “so grateful that this is our 
neighborhood.” 

Myers+Chang was started by 
Flour bakery chef Joanne Chang 
and her husband Christopher 
Myers in 2007, and is located 
at 1145 Washington St. in the 
South End.

“The wonderful thing about 
Myers+Chang that we try to do is 
to always be warm and welcom-
ing in a place where everyone can 
feel a welcoming presence and a 
friendly smile,” Thompson said. 
“That is reciprocated by the peo-
ple who come in. We feel really 
lucky to be a part of this neigh-
borhood.”

Much of the food served at 
Myers+Chang “is inspired by 
Joanne’s family recipes,” she 
said. Chang grew up in Texas but 
her family is Taiwanese.

Thompson said that the 
restaurant has been excited to 
“celebrate special occasions—we 

have missed that so much over 
the year.” She said some holiday 
parties and weddings that had to 
be postponed in 2020 were able 
to happen this year. “It’s been so 
delightful to have that back.”

She also talked about an initia-
tive at Flour and Myers+Chang 
called JEDI, which stands for 
“Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclu-
sion” and provides opportunities 
for employees of both establish-
ments “to discuss issues they’re 
concerned about.” She added, 
“this is a place where they can 
learn things and be inspired to 
grow, even if their dreams are not 
restaurant dreams.” 

Lastly, Thompson talked 
about hope heading into the 
new year with the city’s new vac-
cine mandate for certain indoor 
spaces, called B Together, taking 
effect on Jan. 15.

“I hope this will give people a 
lot of confidence to go out and 
eat in restaurants,” she said. She 
also said that the restaurant has 
an air purifier “that runs contin-
uously,” and doors are opened 
weather permitting to allow for 
better airflow. 

For more information about 
Myers+Chang, visit myersand-
chang.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
公聽會通知

波士頓重建局（商業名稱
為波士頓規劃與發展局
「BPDA」），根據波士頓
分區法規（「法規」）第
80A-2、80B-5和80C-5
節，特此通知將於2022年
1月13日下午6:00舉行遠
程公聽會，以考慮由HYM 
Investment Group, LLC代
表Bulfinch Unit A Owner 
LLC和Bulfinch East Parcel 
Owner LLC對於波士頓
市中心政府中心車庫專案
的96號規劃開發區提交
的擬議開發計畫第一修正
案，並考慮擬議的Bulfinch 
Crossing East Parcel作為
一項開發影響專案。公聽
會將在波士頓城市電視台
（Xfinity第24頻道、RCN
第13頻道和Verizon Fios第
962頻道）進行電視轉播，
並在 boston.gov進行視訊
直播。  市民可在https://
bit.ly/JanuaryBPDA註冊或
透過電子郵件將證詞寄至

BRABoard@boston.gov來
參與本次公聽會。透過電子
郵件發送的證詞將在公聽
會上宣讀。擬議專案可在
以下連結查看http://www.
bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/
government-center-
garage-redevelopment
Teresa Polhemus，執行董
事/秘書
波士頓重建局

1/6/22
TBS

LEGAL NOTICE
公聽會通知

波士頓重建局（商業名稱
為波士頓規劃與發展局
「BPDA」），根據《波士
頓分區法規》（「法規」
）第80C-5節，特此通知
將於2022年1月13日下午
5:50舉行遠程公聽會，以考
慮SCD 380 Stuart Street, 
LLC.對於麻塞諸塞州波士

頓Stuart Street的1號規劃
開發區（位於380 Stuart 
Street）提交的擬議修訂和
重述發展計劃第一修正案。
公聽會將在波士頓城市電視
台（XFIFY第24頻道、RCN
第13頻道和Verizon FIOS第
962頻道）進行電視轉播，
並在boston.gov進行視訊
直播。  市民可在https://
bit.ly/JanuaryBPDA註冊
或透過電子郵件將證詞寄
至BRABoard@boston.gov
來參與本次公聽會。透過
電子郵件發送的證詞將在
公聽會上宣讀。擬議專案
可在以下連結查看http://
www.bostonplans.org/
projects/development-
projects/380-stuart-
street。
Teresa Polhemus，執行董
事/秘書
波士頓重建局

1/6/22
TBS

LEGAL NOTICE
公开听证会通知

波士顿重建局又名波士顿规
划与发展局 （"BPDA"）特
此通知，根据《波士顿分区
法》（"法规"）第 80C-5 
条，将于 2022年 1 月 13 
日下午 5点举行虚拟公开
听证会，波士顿城市电视
台（Xfinity 24频道、RCN 
13频道 和 Verizon Fios 
962频道）和网站 boston.
gov 将进行现场直播，以
便审议由SCD 380 Stuart 
Street, LLC提交的更新后
重新实施的规划开发区第一
区修正案，即马萨诸塞州
波士顿Stuart 街（地址为
380 Stuart Street）计划。
公众人士可通过 https://
bit.ly/JanuaryBPDA登记
参与听证会，或通过电子
邮件将您的意见发送到 
BRABoard@boston.gov。
听证会期间将为与会人士
朗读通过电子邮件发送的
意见。民众可通过以下链

接查看提议的项目 http://
www.bostonplans.org/
projects/development-
projects/380-stuart-
street 。
Teresa Polhemus，执行董
事/局长
波士顿重建局

1/6/22
TBS

LEGAL NOTICE
公开听证会通知

波士顿重建局现在以波士顿
规划与开发署 ("BPDA") 的
名义，依据波士顿分区法 (“
法规”) 第 80A-2、80B-5 
和 80C-5 节的规定，在此
通知：将于 2022 年 1 月 
13 日下午 6:00 举行虚拟
听证会，听证会将在波士
顿市电视台播出（Xfinity 
24 频道、RCN 13 频道和 
Verizon Fios 962 频道）

，并在 boston.gov 现场直
播，考虑对 HYM 投资集团
公司代表 Bulfinch A 单元业
主公司和 Bulfinch 东地块业
主公司提交之Government 
Center停车场项目 96 号规
划开发区域开发计划的第
一次提议修正，并考虑将 
Bulfinch Crossing 东地块项
目视为开发影响项目。公众
参加这次公开听证会有两种
形式：可以通过在https://
bit.ly/JanuaryBPDA注册，
或将您的证言用电子邮件
发给 BRABoard@boston.
gov。使用电子邮件发送的
证言将在听证会上朗读。
可在通过链接 http://www.
bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/
government-center-
garage-redevelopment 查
看提议的项目。
Teresa Polhemus，执行主
任/秘书
波士顿重建局

1/6/22
TBS

LEGAL NOTICES

EBNA (from pg. 9)

By Lauren Bennett

The South End Landmark 
District Commission (SELDC) 
heard a second advisory review 
on January 4 for the proposed 
project at 1395 Washington St., 
which is to raze the existing one 
story commercial building and 
construct a seven-story building 
with retail space and 35 condo-
minium units above. The build-
ing is being developed by Peter 
Georgantas. 

Attorney Marc LaCasse said 
that the project is undergoing the 
Article 80 Small Project Review 
with the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA), 
and a first advisory meeting with 
the SELDC was held on August 
3. The project team has since met 

with the Union Park Neighbor-
hood Association as well as pre-
sented at a BPDA public meeting. 
He said that changes have been 
made to the proposal based on 
feedback received so far.

Architect Dartagnan Brown 
explained that the 35 condo units 
will be a mixture of studio, one, 
two, and three bedroom units. 
He went through some of the 
elements of the proposal, which 
include light colored brick and 
metal and folds in the facade. 

The proposed seventh floor is 
“pushed back significantly” from 
the front of the building, Brown 
said. The residential entry, which 
will be on the right of the build-
ing, has a “horizontal cornice 
band” that allows people to see 
that it is a residential entrance. 

It also features white corrugat-
ed metal paneling as well as an 
intercom and entry buttons.

The light colored brick pro-
posed “carries up to the sixth 
floor,” and on the rear facade, 
there will be “decorative metal” 
for the balconies as well as fiber 
cement panels, he said. 

The height limit in the dis-
trict is 70 feet, but the proposed 
height of this building reaches 83 
feet. 

Brown also said that there 
are some “decks that alternate 
between units at the top” on the 
front of the facade. Additionally, 
the ream has been working with 
the BPDA and others on “resil-
iency items,” as well as relocating 
the mechanical equipment to the 
“back section of the retail on the 

ground floor plan,” but that does 
not change the facade design. 

Commissioner John Freeman 
asked Brown what he thinks 
“makes this a South End build-
ing,” and Brown said he believes 
that there is a presence of a 
ground floor, a middle, and a top 
floor, which has been brought up 
several times at past hearings as 
being characteristic of buildings 
in the neighborhood. 

Cameron Merrill, an attorney 
representing the condominium 
building to the left of the pro-
posed building said that residents 
in that building have “concerns 
about the joining of the two 
buildings,” and looks forward to 
working through the issues with 
the project team. 

South End resident Michael 

Schlow said he has lived at 1385 
Washington St. since 2005. “It’s 
my neighborhood,” he said. “I’m 
a big supporter of the neighbor-
hood.” He said he lives on the 
penthouse level and his building 
was required to “adhere to the 
70 foot height restriction.” He 
also said that he has concerns 
with the height of the proposed 
building. 

Other residents also chimed in 
with concerns about height, and 
Jeffrey Fishbein said that he does 
not believe metal paneling is “an 
appropriate material for a South 
End building” on the ground 
floor and suggested the team 
explore a different material for 
that. He said that the “massing is 
generally successful.”

(SELDC., Pg.11)
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The windows in the last clue are on 56 Gray Street. Boston’s “1910 
Record of Streets” recorded this street as Clarendon Place in 1868. 
On October 11, 1870, the street was “... laid out and name changed 
to Gray Street.” Why Gray Street? At that time many of the lots were 
owned by Horace Gray! 

You’ll find the next clue in the Back Bay.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLuE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S AnSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Cameron, Molly Libert, Michael          11 Exeter St #5        $1,900,000
Nina Marill IRT         Scircco, Nicholas W 465 Beacon St #1             $905,000
Civale Carlin FT          Oldoni, Karen 293-295 Commonwealth Ave #4A $635,000
Gorman, Michael Raucci, Kimberly 416 Marlborough St #202       $735,000
Hanley, Gabriella Burns, Emily 360 Newbury St #406          $285,463
Meru MA LLC Lu, Mark 425 Newbury St #C118         $160,000
Klotz, David          Harris, Isaac H      133 Saint Botolph St #1     $709,000
Wu, Ziniu Lenz, Gunther        121-127 Portland St #508       $1,088,000
FPV Equity Partners LLC MGE Hldg Co Inc 139 Portland St          $8,850,000
Kennedy, Ryan        Klitus, Matthew C   14 Rutland Sq           $4,800,000

BEACON HILL
Kaneb, Christopher Mitchell, Jeffrey S    70 Brimmer St #227          $465,000
Greatest Boston Bar Co Canal Street Realty LLC 162-166 Canal St     $9,032,909
Sun, Ying Agostinelli, Donald C 8 Whittier Pl #22E       $640,000

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Shapiro, Marc J        Wang, Andrew C 115 Chandler St #1     $1,305,000
Mahoney, Brian B Nelson, Brandon C     8 Yarmouth St #4             $1,300,000
Berklee College Of Music 12 Hemenway LLC 12 Hemenway St              $18,000,000
Wilmington RT              Tamilio-Awed, Kathleen 15 Park Dr #26             $1,200,000
Wilmington RT       Tamilio-Awed, Kathleen 15 Park Dr #33          $1,200,000 
Wilmington RT           Tamilio-Awed, Kathleen 15 Park Dr #34             $1,200,000 
Larosa, Gregory          Nityanand, Samir R 104 Pembroke St #2          $728,000
Toms, Krista           Gorman, William J 122 Pembroke St             $4,000,000

Commissioner Fabian D’Sou-
za had questions relating to the 
colors chosen and how they fit in 
with the surrounding buildings. 

“Storefronts are meant to 
invite you in,” said Commission-
er Freeman. “I don’t think these 
are there yet.” 

He added that “I don’t have 
any problem with the crenela-
tion and the bending,” and said 
that punched opening windows 
are “much more typical” instead 
of the ganged ones that are pro-
posed. 

He also said that the “large 
openings on your top floor” are 
“almost monumental,” and are 
“not appropriate to this street 
wall building. If the building 
were more South End in other 

ways, I think that they could be 
appropriate.”

He also urged the team to 
“think about how lighting would 
work on the sign band.” 

He then addressed the height 
concerns, saying that he has 
not seen “in all my years on the 
South End Landmark Commis-
sion, such development pressure 
in the South End.” He continued, 
“It is very hard for us to allow 
buildings to go past it because 
every building wants to.”

Commissioner Catherine 
Hunt said, “I agree with pret-
ty much everything that’s been 
said,” adding that “when you’re 
in the middle of the block, it’s 
just really hard to come up with 
something that distinguishes the 

building from being different 
when it really has to fit in more.”

Commissioner John Amodeo 
said that he is “warming up to 
the folding of the facade.” He 
also said that “I think it’s very 
important to understand how the 
view from Union Park St. over 
the Greek Orthodox Church will 
be with this building behind it.”

He also noted that the SELDC 
is permitted to “set the height of 
the building based on the height 
of the adjacent buildings,” and 
“not necessarily” what the zon-
ing requirement is. Amodeo also 
added that he supports com-
ments made about having the 
metal paneling on the ground 
floor, as well as agreed with com-
ments made about punched win-
dows versus ganged windows. 
He thinks these things would 
make the facade of the building 
“even more successful.”

After all comments were made 
and questions were answered, 
Amodeo said to the project team, 
“good luck. This is a great proj-
ect. It will contribute greatly to 
the district.” He also said that 
the commission anticipates con-
tinuing to work with the team as 
the project develops. Since this 
was an advisory review, no vote 
was taken. The proponent will 
have to file a design review appli-
cation with SELDC staff in order 
to receive a vote on the project.

SelDC (from pg. 10)

Boston Antiques 
& Lampshades

Custom paper & fabric shades
Affordable silk shades

Fine antiques & Jewelry

119 Charles Street  
Boston

617-367-9000
BostonAntiques@yahoo.com

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
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1 FRANKLIN STREET, UNIT 4702
3 Beds | 4F 1H | 3,172 SQFT

$6,995,000

2 STRONG PLACE
4 Beds | 4 Full Baths | 2,129 SQFT

$3,595,000

13 HANCOCK STREET
5 Beds | 4 Baths | 4,212 SQFT

$2,990,000

273 BEACON STREET, UNIT 1
2 Beds | 2F 1H | 2,500 SQFT

$3,490,000

400 STUART STREET, UNIT 26D
 2 Beds |2F 1H Baths | 1,502 SQFT

$2,925,000

172 Newbury Street  •  Boston, Massachusetts 02116  • www.campionre.com • 617.236.0711
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