
Staff Report

Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Office of Budget Management 
(OBM) on Feb. 10 announced 
a series of listening sessions in 
partnership with the Boston City 
Council to both educate resi-
dents and solicit public feedback 
on the FY2023 Operating Bud-
get and FY23-27 Capital Plan, 

ahead of the Mayor submitting 
each to the City Council. At the 
sessions, OBM will outline the 
budget process and highlight 
changes made through the recent 
ballot initiative vote. Through its 
pas-sage, it alters the City Coun-
cil’s role in approving the budget 
and calls for the creation of a 
participatory budgeting model. 
The City will solicit public feed-

back to inform the annual bud-
get, federal recovery funding 
from the American Rescue Plan, 
and the new participatory bud-
geting model.

“This came about after the 
leadership of community part-
ners, along with City Council-
ors, to assure the City Council 

By Lauren Bennett

Improvements to the Claren-
don St. playground are getting 
closer to becoming a reality. The 
Back Bay Architectural Commis-

sion (BBAC) heard an advisory 
review for the proposed changes 
to the existing play area at 260 
Clarendon St. on Feb. 9.

The new playground is being 
designed by Weston & Sampson, 

and the proposal was presented 
to the BBAC  by Project Manag-
er Nathan Frazee and designer 
Cassie Bethoney from Weston & 

By Lauren Bennett

Haley House is gearing up 
for its 14th annual Souper Bowl 
fundraiser, which will take place 
on Feb. 20 as a hybrid event.

Proceeds from the event go 
towards the nonprofit’s food 
and meals program, as well as 
general programming like Haley 
House’s urban farm and commu-
nity garden in Roxbury, as well 
as cooking classes for youth and 
families. 

Haley House was found-

ed in the South End in 1966 as 
a “house of hospitality,” said 
Grace McEnery, Haley House’s 
Outreach & Development Man-
ager, and currently operates six 
days a week at 23 Dartmouth 
St., providing nutritious meals 
around breakfast time and a 
lunch on Sundays, as well as 
offers housing and other resourc-
es to the community. In 2005, 
Haley House Bakery Cafe was 
opened in Nubian Square. 
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Rep. Livingstone joins Fenway 
seniors for ‘Coffee & Conversation’

By Dan Murphy

Rep. Jay Livingstone joined 
around 15 seniors for the week-
ly “Coffee & Conversation” on 
Feb. 10 at the Fenway Commu-
nity Center.

“Coffee & Conversation,” 
sponsored by Peterborough 
Senior Center, brings in a dif-
ferent guest speaker each week 
to speak with Fenway seniors, 
including City Councilor Kenzie 
Bok who was on hand for the 
Feb. 3 event.

Rep. Livingstone had been 
one of the guest speakers before 
the program went on hiatus due 
to the pandemic, and when it 
resumed, he was asked to return 

as a speaker.
“It was great to see some 

familiar faces, and to meet some 
new people,” said Rep. Living-
stone. “We had a discussion on 
redistricting issues at the State 
House and Fenway-specific mat-
ters. I enjoyed the conversation 
and the feedback I received.”

Meanwhile, Rep. Livingstone 
welcomed the opportunity to 
meet in person with his constit-
uents.

“It was great to hear the 
thoughts of the people I repre-
sent,” he said. “Talking to them 
is one of my favorite parts of 
the job and something I missed 
very much over the last couple of 
years.”

COURTESY OF THE PETERBOROUGH SENIOR CENTER

Rep. Jay Livingstone talks with Fenway seniors at “Coffee & 
Conversation” on Feb. 10 at the Fenway Community Center.

bbAC hears advisory review for 
Clarendon St. playground improvements 

Mayor Wu announces budget listening tour

RENDERING COURTESY OF WESTON & SAMPSON
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WE ARE NUMB TO THE NUMBERS

With mask requirements being lifted just about everywhere around 

the country, there is a general sense that the COVID-19 pandemic is 

over.

But as we begin the third year of the pandemic, that is far from 

being true.

The death toll in the United States from COVID breached 900,000 

last week. As this is being written, almost 2500 Americans are dying 

each and every day from a COVID-19 infection.

Even if the death rate slows down in the weeks ahead, the one 

million mark almost certainly will be reached within the next two 

months.

Although the worst-case scenarios at the start of the pandemic in 

February, 2020, suggested that up to 1.7 million Americans could die 

from the disease, none of us really thought that would be possible.

And when the vaccines miraculously came along at the end of 

2020, we assumed then that life would be returning to normal soon 

enough.

But life does not always follow the plan. 

The resistance of millions of Americans to getting vaccinated 

threw a monkey-wrench into the war against COVID-19, with the 

vast majority of COVID-19 deaths and hospitalizations attributable 

to the unvaccinated.

And although scientists all along have predicted that the virus 

would mutate, the speed with which the highly-transmissible Omi-

cron variant swept through the world, even among the fully-vaccinat-

ed, caught everyone off-guard.

So where do we go from here? 

Americans, as is the case with people across the globe, clearly have 

had it with restricting their lives because of COVID-19. 

It seems that we’re entering a new phase of the pandemic -- scien-

tists refer to it now as an endemic disease, like the flu -- which could 

be summed up this way: People still are dying in great numbers, but 

we don’t seem to care.

It’s a modern day version of, “Damn the torpedoes, full speed 

ahead.”

Or, in the words of the Cars’ rock anthem, “Let the good times 

roll.”

DPH releases updated advisory relating to  
facial coverings in Massachusetts

BOSTON WARD 4 
DEMS 2022 CAUCUS 
SET FOR MARCH 5

The Boston Ward 4 Dems 
2022 Caucus takes place on Sat-
urday, March 5, at 10 a.m.

Join fellow Democrats from 
Back Bay, Fenway, and the 
South End to elect delegates to 
the 2022 Massachusetts Demo-
cratic Convention in Worcester 
from June 3 to June 4. At the 
convention, delegates will be vot-
ing on candidates for Governor, 
Lt. Governor, Attorney Gener-

al, Auditor, and Secretary of the 
Commonwealth. You can run 
for a delegate slot or just show 
up to vote for friends and listen 
to candidates. R.S.V.P. at https://
tinyurl.com/W4Dems2022.

SOUTH END HISTORICAL
SOCIETY VIRTUAL 
HOUSE TOUR SET FOR 
FEB. 28-MARCH 7

The South End Historical 
Society (SEHS) will hold its 53rd 
annual South End House Tour 
from Feb. 28 through March 

7th. As a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic it will be presented vir-
tually through an online video. 
Tickets for the House Tour are 
$20 and are available at www.
southendhistoricalsociety.org/
housetour.

 This event is the South End 
Historical Society’s single fund-
raising event for the year and 
purchasing a ticket supports its 
mission to preserve and pro-
tect the South End’s history and 
architectural heritage for current 
and future generations.

ZbA approves request from cafe proposed on boylston St.
By Lauren Bennett

The Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) on Tuesday approved 
a change of occupancy at 501 
Boylston St. for a new restaurant 
with take out, outdoor seating, 
and retail sale of wine and spirits. 

Attorney Ryan Gazda said 
that Foxtrot, a grab and go cafe, 
will be taking over the former 
Pret a Manger cafe at 501 Boyl-
ston St. He said there will be 13 
seats inside the restaurant and 
44 outside. Aside from the grab 

and go items, Foxtrot will sell a 
“variety of wine and spirits,” he 
said with an “emphasis on local-
ly sourced products.”

Gazda said that the cafe is 
handicap accessible, and the wine 
and spirits will be in a single case 
within the market. Foxtrot will be 
open seven days a week from 6am 
to midnight for food service, with 
alcohol sales ending at 11pm.

Molly Griffin of the Mayor’s 
Office of Neighborhood Services 
said that an abutters meeting 
was held on November 9 of last 
year, where the team “answered 

a couple questions from residents 
and neighbors.” She also said 
that the cafe team met with the 
Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay (NABB), which did 
not oppose the proposal.

Conrad Armstrong of NABB 
confirmed that the team met with 
the organization and they did not 
oppose.

The ZBA voted to approve 
for this applicant only and the 
regular takeout language that 
is granted to those who request 
takeout.

Staff Report

The Department of Public 
Health urges all eligible residents 
to get vaccinated and stay up to 
date on COVID vaccinations, 
including when eligible for boost-
er doses. Vaccination remains the 
most effective protection against 
serious illness, hospitalization, 
and death.

Recognizing that Massachu-
setts is a national leader in vaccine 
acceptance, and in light of recent 
positive progress on COVID-19 
indicators, the Department of 
Public Health now advises that 
a fully vaccinated person should 
wear a mask or face covering 
when indoors (and not in your 
own home) if you have a weak-
ened immune system, or if you 
are at increased risk for severe 
disease because of your age or 
an underlying medical condition, 
or if someone in your household 
has a weakened immune system, 

is at increased risk for severe dis-
ease or is unvaccinated. 

As a reminder, there are mul-
tiple conditions that may put 
someone at higher risk for severe 
disease; information on those 
conditions can be found on the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Preventions website. Your prima-
ry care physician can advise you 
whether you are at increased risk.  

For individuals who are not 
fully vaccinated, it is important 
that you continue to wear a face 
covering or mask to help prevent 
you from spreading COVID-19 
to other people.

Individuals who are consid-
ered close contacts or who have 
tested positive must follow the 
isolation and quarantine guid-
ance which includes wearing a 
mask in public for 5 more days 
after they leave isolation or quar-
antine on day 5, regardless of 
vaccination status.

All people in Massachusetts 
(regardless of vaccination status) 

are required to continue wearing 
face coverings in certain settings, 
including transportation and 
health care facilities.  Please see 
www.mass.gov/maskrules for 
a complete list of venues where 
face coverings have remained 
mandatory since May 29, 2021.

When you wear a face cover-
ing or cloth mask, it should:

• Be the highest quality mask 
that is comfortable and that you 
will wear consistently,

• Fit snugly but comfortably 
against the side of the face,

• Be secured with ties or ear 
loops,

• Include multiple layers of 
fabric,

• Allow for breathing without 
restriction, and

• Be able to be laundered and 
machine dried without damage 
or change to shape.

For more information, please 
refer to the CDC at: https://
tinyurl.com/cdcwst-maskguide.
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Souper Bowl (from pg. 1)

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3GmKmXz
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 161 992 4808

Wednesday, March 2
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

415 Newbury Street

Project Proponent:
Trinity Back Bay Development LLC

Project Description:
The BPDA is hosting a virtual Public Meeting in connection with the Project Notification Form 
associated with the 415 Newbury Street project located in the Back Bay received by the Boston 
Planning & Development Agency on January 19, 2022. The proposed project consists of two 
buildings containing approximately 134 apartments, residential amenities, and Harvard Club 
replacement facilities within approximately 180,780 square feet (sf) of building space, together 
with approximately 125 off-street parking spaces, and related site and public realm 
improvements.

mail to: Sarah Black 
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201

phone: 617.918.4282
email: sarah.black@boston.gov

Close of Comment Period: 
3/16/2022 *All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 

visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

McEnery said that said prior 
to the pandemic, the event took 
place at Haley House’s Nubian 
Square location, where peo-
ple would receive a handmade 
ceramic bowl made as part of 
MassArt’s Clay for Change pro-
gram and get to sample home-
made soups. 

“We are still partnering with 
MassArt,” McEnery said of this 
year’s fundraiser, but instead of 
an in-person event, ticket holders 
will be able to pick up a “Souper 
Bowl bundle” at 12 Dade St. 
in Roxbury this Sunday, which 

includes a handmade ceramic 
bowl, a quart of homemade soup 
from one of six local chef part-
ners, and fresh bread from Iggy’s 
Bread. 

“We did a similar model last 
year,” McEnery said, adding that 
it “worked well.” 

A regular Supporter ticket 
is $50 and includes the bowl, a 
quart of soup, and the bread, and 
a Souper Supporter ticket is $75 
and includes a Haley House tote 
bag and a package of homemade 
chocolate chip cookies as well.

McEnery said that last year, 

the event raised between $12,000 
and $15,000.

This year, there are six local 
chefs preparing six different 
soups for donors to choose from. 
Comfort Kitchen—which is 
opening soon in Dorchester—is 
preparing a Squash, Pork Belly, 
and Swiss Cheese soup, Fresh 
Food Generation is making a 
Cachupa Rica, Future Chef is 
preparing a Seafood Chowder, 
Haley House is making a Filipi-
no Beef Shank Soup, Mei Mei 
is making a Coconut Curry 
Borscht, and The Food Project is 

preparing a Vegetable Congee. 
McEnery said that many 

ingredients in these soups are 
locally sourced, including the fish 
for the seafood chowder, which 
is coming from Red’s Best, and 
the sour cream for topping the 
coconut curry borscht, which is 
coming from Cabot Creamery.

“We’re super excited about the 
chef partners,” McEnery said, 
as well as about MassArt’s con-
tinued partnership for the fund-
raiser. She said these things are 
“what makes it such a high qual-

ity event.” She also expressed 
gratitude for the sponsors of 
the event, the Office of City 
and Community Engagement at 
Northeastern University, and the 
Office of City and Community 
Relations at UMass Boston. 

Souper Bowl tickets can 
be purchased at haley-house.
myshopify.com, and pickup will 
be Feb. 20 at 12 Dade St. in 
Nubian Square. For more infor-
mation about Haley House and 
its programming and resources, 
visit haleyhouse.org.

City schools mask mandate 
will remain in effect

By John Lynds 

Last week Gov. Charlie Baker 
announced the state will lift the 
mask mandate for students and 
teachers on February 28 but 
will give power to local school 
districts on whether or not they 
decide to lift mask wearing inside 
the classroom. 

 "Given the low extremely low 
risk for young people, the wide-
spread availability and the prov-
en effectiveness of vaccines and 
the distribution of accurate test 
protocols and tests, it is time to 
give our kids a sense of normalcy 
and lift the mask mandate on a 

statewide basis for schools," said 
Baker at a press conference last 
week. 

Baker added that school dis-
tricts no longer need to request 
a waiver from the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation (DESE) to remove masks 
in school buildings where 80% 
of staff and students are vacci-
nated.

Following the announcement 
Boston Mayor Michelle Wu said 
Boston Public Schools will keep 
mask wearing in place for now 
until the city’s weekly infection 
rate drops below 5%; if less than 
95% of adult ICU beds are occu-
pied; and if there are less than 200 
daily COVID hospitalizations in 
Boston. Boston is already below 

one of the metrics, with 91.3% of 
ICU beds occupied. 

Both the citywide weekly pos-
itive test rate and Back Bay and 
surrounding area’s weekly posi-
tive test rate decreased last week, 
which is a good sign that students 
may be getting close to a maskless 
school for the first time in over a 
year. 

According to the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 15,795 
residents were tested citywide 
last week and 6.9 percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 35 
percent decrease from the 10.6 
percent that reportedly tested pos-
itive for the week ending on Feb-
ruary 7. The weekly positive test 
rate has now decreased 66 percent 
in Boston since January 31. 

A month ago nearly 3 out of 
every 10 Back Bay residents and 
residents in neighboring commu-
nities tested for the virus turned 
out to be positive but last week 
only 1.25 out of every 10 residents 
tested were positive. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC), 1,369  Back Bay, 
Beacon Hill, North End, West 
End and Downtown residents 
were tested and 4.4 percent were 
positive. This was a 47 percent 
decrease from the 8.3 percent 
that tested positive between Jan-
uary 31 and February 7. The 
weekly positive test rate has 
decreased 65 percent in the area 
overall since February 7. 

Sixty additional residents 
have been infected with the virus 
between February 7 and Febru-
ary 14 and the total number of 
cases in the area increased to 
8,290 cases overall since the pan-
demic began.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus increased 1 percent 
last week and went from 161,136 
cases to 162,683 confirmed cases 
in a week. 

There were 22 additional 
deaths in Boston from the virus 
in the past week and the total 
COVID deaths is now at 1,678. 
Deaths decreased 31 percent in 
Boston last week–10 less than 
the 32 deaths reported by the 
BPHC two weeks ago. 

back bay, surrounding area’s weekly COVID positive test decreases
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Chemistry & Materials Group, 
Level 3 Research Position (Boston, 
MA) Perform technical reviews 
under the direction of a Group 
Leader. Review published 
information such as academic jou-
rnals, industrial publications, 
conference proceedings as well as 
other registered patents to 
identify the existence of relevant 
technologies. The technologies will 
cover a range of chemistry 
subjects such as chemical engg, 
bioprocess engg, pharmaceutical & 
drug delivery related topics to 
determine the novelty of a patent. 
Analyze if relevant key features 
are present in any prior art & 
create summary reports to present 
to the Group Leader. The duties 
are similar to the work carried out 
by the US Patent office by a GS-9 
Level Patent Examiners. Viable 
Candidate must possess a 
Master’s Deg in Chemistry or its 
equiv. No phone calls or walks in. 
Mail or email resumes to Global 
Prior Art, Inc. Attn: Bruce Rubinger 
21 Milk St. 6th Fl. Boston, MA 
02109
rubinger@globalpriorart.com

Sampson. The team said that the 
community process for this proj-
ect kicked off early last year. 

Frazee said that the playground 
was originally built in 1979 and 
has undergone “improvements 
and changes over the years.”

Bethoney added that “overall, 
the park is well-loved” and used 
by hundreds of kids daily in the 
neighborhood from schools and 
those who reside in the neighbor-
hood. Improvements were last 

made in 2008, she said, but the 
“park needs an upgrade now.”

Currently, the playground 
includes various types of swings 
and play structures as well as 
“really wonderful deciduous 
shade trees,” Bethoney said, 
which are planning to be kept. 
There are two magnolia trees 
that are in “poor health” on the 
Commonwealth Avenue side that 
the team plans on replacing in 
kind.

Bethoney said that a “very 
robust community process” 
has been held regarding these 
improvements, and the team has 
heard from those who use the 
park most regularly about what 
they would like to see, as well as 
the Friends of Clarendon Play-
ground group.

She said the goal is to “keep 
as much tactile and natural ele-
ments as possible, keeping with 
the neighborhood in terms of 
materials.” 

She said that the main entry 
will remain off of Common-
wealth Ave. where it is now, and 
the service gate that is currently 
located along Public Alley 24 
will be moved “to a more pref-
erable location next to a storage 
shed for maintenance and emer-
gency access only.”

The proposed project includes 
several play areas, including an 
area for sensory play, an area for 
open play, a structure for kids 
ages two to five, and a structure 
for kids ages five to 12.

There will be bucket swings 
and belt swings as well as a bas-
ket swing and a spinner, and the 

sensory play area will include 
things like a play hut and “other 
open-ended play elements,” 
Bethoney said

The playground flooring will 
be “resilient rubber surfacing,” 
in a light tan and green and 
proposed materials for the play-
ground include natural wood 
and granite.

The existing fence will remain, 
but will be cleaned and repaint-
ed, and an additional picket will 
be placed in between existing 
pickets which “eliminates con-
cern over head entrapment,” 
Bethoney said. 

She also briefly spoke about 
other plantings for the area, and 
said that “any planting that goes 
in along the perimeter” should be 
“bulletproof” and “kid-friend-
ly.”

Commissioner Jim Berkman 
said that the steel proposed for 
some portions of the playground 
“looked less natural” than some 
of the other elements, and also 
asked about lighting.

Frazee said that no lights are 
proposed for the playground. 

“I think your decision not to 
have lights in there is the right 
one,” said Commissioner John 
Christiansen, but did say that 
access to electricity is something 
the playground should offer.  

Bethoney said that neighbors 
had asked for an outlet to be 
provided, so the new playground 
will offer that, as well as a water 
spigot for hooking up a hose. No 
drinking fountain will be provid-
ed, however.

The project team asked the 

Commission what sorts of details 
they are looking for when the 
project comes back before them 
for a design review vote. 

Christiansen said that he 
would want to know that the 
neighbors and the schools are 
happy with the design choic-
es made, and Berkman said he 
would want to see different 
options that all parties agreed 
upon. 

Mary Beth Sweeney of the 
John Winthrop School for Young 
Children said that children from 
the school are “consistently using 
the playground,” and the school 
has been “closely following this 
project for over a year now.” 
She thanked the project team for 
listening to the ideas of the com-
munity when designing the new 
playground.

Justin Hajj, the Head of 
Learning Project Elementary 
School, said that the “plan does 
keep getting better and better,”  
and asked a question relating to 
the proposed open play area wall 
along 109 Commonwealth Ave., 
which is an apartment building 
that abuts the playground.

Bethoney said that they “ini-
tially were hesitant to do any-
thing. We don’t want to affix 
public property to a private 
building,” she said, referring to 
a potential trellis option. “Those 
are all details we would work out 
if the trellis was a viable option 
with the community and with the 
109 neighbors.”  

Margaret Pokorny spoke on 
behalf of the Back Bay Garden 
Club, saying that the club is 

extremely happy that all of the 
tree canopy will be preserved, 
especially the replacement of the 
two dead magnolias.”

A parent in the neighbor-
hood, who said she is one of 
the co-chairs of the playground 
committee, said she would like 
to see the open play area be kept 
“as big as possible,” and “would 
love it if we could keep that foun-
dation wall as-is.”

Paul Lubin, who said he lives 
with his wife at 109 Common-
wealth Ave., wanted clarifica-
tion around the use of balls in 
the open play area, as currently, 
there are “all different types of 
balls that are hitting the build-
ing,” which he said can be heard 
from inside. He said that he and 
others work from home and this 
is a distraction.

“All of the screens on that side 
of the building might have been 
destroyed on my level,” he said.

Sue Prindle of the Neighbor-
hood Association of the Back 
Bay (NABB) said that “I think 
there are many of us who are 
concerned about this issue,” add-
ing that some schools restrict the 
kinds of balls that they bring to 
the playground.

“I think we need to talk to 
the parents,” she said, and that 
NABB “needs to do some work 
here to get this resolved.”

The BBAC did not vote on this 
proposal on Feb. 9, as it was just 
an advisory review. The project 
team will come back before the 
BBAC with a more final version 
of the proposal for a vote once 
they are ready to do so.

Staff Report

MBTA staff  proposed to the 
Audit and Finance Subcommit-
tee of the MBTA Board several 
fare policy changes as part of the 
MBTA’s Fare Transformation, 
which aims to make paying for 
transit easier and more conve-
nient for our customers. 

“These fare media updates 
will provide MBTA riders with 
greater flexibility through the 
introduction of ‘tappable’ forms 
of payment that are compatible 
with future fare readers on buses 
and trolleys, allowing for all-
door boarding and, ultimately, 
for faster service,” said MBTA 
General Manager Steve Poftak. 
“We know some changes will 
take time to get used to, like the 
$3 card fee that allows for ‘one 

more trip protection’ and mak-
ing sure every rider has a Charlie 
Card or other form of fare pay-
ment. But, if approved by the 
MBTA’s Board in April, we’re 
excited to make these important 
improvements to our fare system 
and to provide even more easy-
to-use fare options to our riders.”

Upon completion of the public 
input process in March and sub-
ject to the MBTA Board approv-
al in April, these policy changes 
would go into effect with the 
introduction of the MBTA’s next 
phases of Fare Transformation. 

The MBTA is actively seeking 
public comment through mul-
tiple forums and channels on 
the following fare policy chang-
es related to the upcoming fare 
media:

• Ending “Passback”: Cur-

rently allowed through the leg-
acy fare system, the same Char-
lieCard or CharlieTicket loaded 
with fare value can be used to 
allow multiple riders through a 
fare gate. The MBTA refers to 
this practice as a “passback.” 
In order to have “proof of pay-
ment,” introduce mobile and 
contactless payments, and inte-
grate the Commuter Rail without 
creating pricing errors, “pass-
backs” will be discontinued.

• Fare Media per Rider: Cus-
tomers aged 12 and older will 
need to have their own fare 
media to ensure riders do not 
experience unexpected duplicate 
charges at fare gates and on fare 
readers as well as for riders to 
be able to provide proof of pay-
ment.

• $3 Fare Media Fee and Free 

Card Distribution: There will be 
a $3 card cost for most new fare 
media issued by the MBTA. The 
MBTA recognizes that the cost 
for fare media may be a burden 
for some riders and is currently 
developing a plan to distribute 
free Charlie Cards to minority 
and low-income communities 
through partner organizations. 
Cards will continue to be free to 
Reduced Fare Riders and for all 
riders purchasing a 1-Day Link 
Pass on a new Charlie Card.

• “One more trip” Protection 
on Charlie Cards: The upcoming 
fare media will allow riders to 
board with low/zero balance to 
improve convenience and avoid 
leaving riders stranded.

The MBTA welcomes and 
invites the public to provide feed-
back on these proposed updates 

and changes at a virtual public 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
March 15, at 6 PM and at the 
official public hearing to be held 
virtually on Tuesday, March 22, 
at 6 PM. For specific details to 
access these virtual meetings 
and/or to submit direct com-
ments regarding these proposed 
updates and changes, please 
email publicengagement@mbta.
com. The public may submit 
comments through Thursday, 
March 31, 2022.

For more information about 
Fare Transformation, please 
visit mbta.com/FareTransfor-
mation or connect with the T 
on Twitter @MBTA, Facebook /
TheMBTA, or Instagram @
theMBTA.

MbTA hosting multiple public forums for feedback

Clarendon St. (from pg. 1)
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PLEASE rECyCLE THIS NEWSPAPEr

Sens. browsberger and Edwards join in virtual discussion on 
issues affecting Esplanade and other public greenspace

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

QUESTIONS? Contact Erin: 
508-591-0230 or 
erin@RooflessSolar.com

SSUUPPPPOORRTT  CCLLEEAANN  EENNEERRGGYY
1100%%  SSaavviinnggss  GGuuaarraanntteeeedd

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

SIGN-UP TODAY
SPACE IS LIMITED
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WWiitthh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSoollaarr!!

Save Money on Eversource 
with Community Solar!

FFRREEEE  PPrrooggrraamm!!

FFRREEEE  CCaanncceellllaattiioonn!!

As Seen In…                                                                  
Forbes, National Geographic, The New York Times, 
CBS, Fast Company, Bloomberg, USA Today

VISIT Boston.RooflessSolar.com to subscribe

By Dan Murphy

Ahead of Sen. Will Browns-
berger ceding representation of 
the whole length of the Espla-
nade to newly elected Sen. Lydia 
Edwards as a result of redistrict-
ing, both elected officials joined 
in for a virtual discussion spon-
sored by the Esplanade Associa-
tion on Feb. 10 to discuss issues 
related to public greenspace.

Sen. Brownsberger pointed 
to the proliferation of electronic 
bikes traveling at high speeds on 
multi-use paths on the Esplanade 
as one of the biggest issues now 
facing the park.

 So-called ‘e-bikes,’ he 
said, shouldn’t be   used on the 
same pathways as “peopling 
cycling using human power” or 
runners.

 Sen. Brownsberger said 
he would like to see state legis-
lation to this effect, as well as 
speed limits on the Esplanade’s 
multi-use pathways capped at 15 
mph.

 “It’s gone back and 
forth, but hasn’t been crystal-
ized,” Sen. Brownsberger said of 
the pending legislation. “We’ll 
see if we can wrestle it down.”

 Meantime, Sen. 
Brownsberger said the problem 
could also be addressed via new 
park regulations enacted by the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, which has jurisdic-
tion over the Esplanade. 

“On the Esplanade, I really 
worry that we’ll see some of the 
high-powered electric bikes,” he 
said.

In anticipation of the redevel-
opment of the Lee Pool complex 
on the Esplanade, Sen. Browns-
berger said he was “so grateful 
to [the Esplanade Association 
and its board] for funding what 
is going to be a great project 
there,” as well as a project that 
he said would preserve public 
access to the site while allowing 
the private partner to recoup 
their investment.

Sen. Brownsberger also voiced 
his admiration for the Frances 

“Fanny” Appleton Pedestrian 
Bridge, which links Beacon Hill 
to the West End across the Espla-
nade and said the Dartmouth 
and Fairfield Street bridges in 
the park are now “dying to be 
addressed.”

“That’s something Lydia is 
going to be dealing with,” he 
added.

Regarding DCR, Sen. Browns-
berger said he has admittedly 
been “frustrated with things they 
haven’t done or that they have 
done in clumsy way,” as was 
the case when the agency took 
away three parking spaces in the 
Fenway and gave them to the 
Berklee College of Music.

This frustration was what led 
him to create the DCR Special 
Commission, he said, which ulti-
mately supported “DCR’s cur-
rent scope of mission” and also 
recommended that funding be 
increased for the agency..

Moreover, Sen. Brownsberger 
described the current DCR staff 
as their “best team lately,” sin-
gling out Jeff Parenti, DCR traf-
fic engineer, for particular praise.

Sen. Edwards underscored the 
necessity for DCR to hold meet-
ings and disseminate information 
to the public in myriad languag-
es to help promote equity, and 
to get their message across to as 
many Boston residents as possi-
ble.

Also, Sen. Edwards recom-
mended that DCR create more 
youth jobs to promote steward-
ship while providing much-need-
ed income for young people who 
work to help support their par-
ents.

To attract young people to 
the Esplanade, Sen. Edwards 
suggested offering shuttle-bus 
service and field trips for young 
people to the park, adding that 
she is now talking with the 
New England Aquarium about 
launching similar initiatives.

Meantime. Sen. Brownsberg-
er reflected on the evolution of 
Charlesgate Park and the Bowk-
er Overpass, which, he said, 
“heated up” around the time he 

was elected in 2014. Residents of 
Charlesgate East and West were 
then calling for the removal of 
the overpass “so it wasn’t right 
up against their windows” and 
also to remove the “blight” it 
caused near the Middy River, he 
added.

When Sen. Brownsberger 
pressed Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) to prove that the Bowker 
was indeed an “essential artery,” 
they successfully made their case  
while also committing to help 
fund the future Charlesgate Park 
beneath the Bowker.

Charlesgate residents Parker 
James and Pam Beale launched 
the Charlesgate Alliance  in early 
2017 to provide a voice for the 
proposed park. The group soon 
enlisted landscape architects Dan 
and Marie Adams of the Land-
ing Studio to help design the 
proposed Charlesgate Park, with 
state funding secured by Rep. Jay 
Livingston and Chynah Tyler.

At the same time, MassDOT 
still had to reconstruct the bridge 
and attempt to unravel what Sen. 
Brownsberger described as the 
“massive spaghetti mess” cre-
ated by nearby roadways in a 
process, which involved Dan and 
Marie Adams, as well as Steve 
McLaughlin, MassDOT project 
manager.

“They thought it through in a 
series of concepts to allow both 
barrels of Storrow Drive to move 
away from the Charles River to 
reclaim the parkland,” said Sen. 
Brownsberger.

While no official announce-
ment has been made yet, Mass-
DOT is committed to doing a 

broader-scope project here, said 
Sen. Brownsberger, which would 
include daylighting of the Muddy 
River and is expected to “yield a 
lot of parkland.”

“It’s going to be a great exten-
sion of the Esplanade,” he added.

Sen. Brownsberger pledged to 
remain committed to Charles-
gate Park for the duration of the 
project.

“I’m very committed to stay-
ing close to this project for the 
life of it,” added Sen. Browns-
berger.

By way of initiation, Sen. 
Edwards said Sen. Brownsberger 
recently gave her a walking tour 
of the Esplanade, beginning at 
the State House before making 
their way to Massachusetts Ave-
nue and heading back via Boyl-
ston Street. The purpose of their 

walk was “as an orientation to 
assess the situation,” she said, 
since Sen. Edwards will soon be 
“guardian” and “steward” of the 
Esplanade.

Additionally, Sen. Browns-
berger gave Sen. Edwards a tuto-
rial on how state agencies and 
state laws impact the Esplanade, 
she added.

Sen. Edwards said she feels 
ready to step up as an advocate 
the Esplanade, since in her pre-
vious role as District 1 Council-
or, she represented other public 
greenspaces in the city, including 
the Rose F. Kennedy Greenway 
in the North End and the Mary 
Ellen Welch Greenway in East 
Boston, where she lives.

Sen. Edwards also offered to 
take a walking tour of the Espla-
nade with Michael Nichols, exec-
utive director of the Esplanade,, 
and members of the group’s 
board to better understand the 
park from their perspectives.

Sen. Edwards said she is proud 
to have the opportunity to repre-
sent the Esplanade and promised 
to do right by Sen. Brownsberger 
in this endeavor.

“You have a listener in me, 
you have a fighter in me, and you 
have a guardian in me,” said Sen. 
Edwards.

Lydia Edwards. Sen. William Brownsberger.
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Staff Report

The annual Earth Day Charles 
River Cleanup will return on 
Saturday, April 23, 2022. Recog-
nized nationally from 2016-2019 
by American Rivers for the Most 
Pounds of Trash Collected and 
Most Volunteers Mobilized, the 
Charles River Cleanup brings 
together over 3,500 volunteers 
each year to keep the Charles 

River clean, safe, and beautiful 
for all.

The Charles River Cleanup 
builds on a national effort as 
part of American Rivers’ Nation-
al River Cleanup®, which to 
date has removed over 25 mil-
lion pounds of trash from Amer-
ica’s waterways. Each year since 
2009, Charles River Cleanup 
Volunteers have gathered to pick 
up litter, remove invasive species, 

and assist with park maintenance 
along all 80 miles of the Charles 
River and the 1,100 acres of 
Emerald Necklace parkland sur-
rounding the Muddy River, a 
tributary of the Charles.

Residents are drawn to the 
popular Charles River Clean-
up from a desire to give back to 
their community while enjoying 
the beauty and wildlife along 
the river. Volunteers hold onto 

the connections they establish 
during this day of stewardship 
by returning to the Charles to 
exercise, play and enjoy nature 
throughout the year.

The Charles River Cleanup is 
organized by the Charles River 
Conservancy, the Charles River 
Watershed Association, the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy, 
the Esplanade Association, and 
Waltham Land Trust in part-

nership with the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, Senator Will 
Brownsberger, and the Muddy 
Water Initiative. 

For volunteer or sponsorship 
opportunities, please visit the 
Charles River Cleanup website 
at charlesrivercleanup.org. 

Annual Charles river Cleanup to return on April 23

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.

SU22C0023CA
In the matter of:

Timothy David Corkum
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been 
filed by Timothy David 
Corkum of Jamaica 
Plain, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 
name to:
Timothy David Corkum 
Fifield
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suf-
folk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
03/03/2022. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 

you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  February 09, 
2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

2/17/22
BS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage 

Sale
Please take notice 
Prime Storage - Boston 

Southampton St. located 
at 100 Southampton St., 
Boston, MA 02118 in-
tends to hold an auction 
to sell the goods stored 
by the following tenants 
at the storage facility. 
The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
3/9/2022 at 12:00 PM. 
Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the 
contents are household 
goods and furnishings. 
Kenneth Averett unit 
#2070; Remy Valeros 
unit #3064; Keith 
Franklin unit #3107; 

William Calcano unit 
#3317; Christelle 
Pungong unit #4001. All 
property is being stored 
at the above self-storage 
facility. This sale may be 
withdrawn at any time 
without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions 
apply. See manager for 
details.

2/17/22, 2/24/22
BS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage 

Sale
Please take notice 

Prime Storage - Boston 
Southampton St. located 
at 100 Southampton St., 
Boston, MA 02118 in-
tends to hold an auction 
to sell the goods stored 
by the following tenants 
at the storage facility. 
The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
3/9/2022 at 12:00 PM. 
Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the 
contents are household 
goods and furnishings. 
Chyane Pinckney-Bond 
unit #2616; Henry J. 
Zarella/Retired unit 

#2624; Bryan Moran 
unit #3595; Kiana 
Freeman unit #5694. All 
property is being stored 
at the above self-storage 
facility. This sale may be 
withdrawn at any time 
without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions 
apply. See manager for 
details.

2/17/22, 2/24/22
BS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage 

Sale
Please take notice Prime 

Storage - Boston Traveler 
St. located at 33 Traveler 
St., Boston, MA 02118 in-
tends to hold an auction 
to sell the goods stored 
by the following tenants 
at the storage facility. 
The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
3/9/2022 at 12:00 PM. 
Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the 
contents are household 
goods and furnishings. 
Douglas Sullivan unit 
#231; Clint Mora unit 
#317; Matthew Collins/
Related Beal unit #375; 

Mark Tedeschi/Related 
Beal unit #380; Amy 
McNamee/Law office 
unit #510; Flor Idalia 
Albino Rivera unit #534; 
Nicole Shea/Platterz 
unit #607; Austin Hu 
unit #750. All property 
is being stored at the 
above self-storage 
facility. This sale may be 
withdrawn at any time 
without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions 
apply. See manager for 
details.

2/17/22, 2/24/22
BS
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Address 

Appraisals  Consulting  Project Management 
www.manziappraisers.com 

5 reasons to have your decorative 
arts appraised now

• Authentication • Valuation
• Documentation • Compilation

• Organization

20% off for appraisal services

www.manziappraisers.com

Call us now to protect your art investments 
at (617) 948-2577 • david@manziappraisers.com

Serving Greater Boston and New England

Boston Antiques 
& Lampshades

Custom paper & fabric shades
Affordable silk shades

Fine antiques & Jewelry

119 Charles Street  
Boston

617-367-9000
BostonAntiques@yahoo.com

February Anniversary 
SALE 20-50% off 

would have a larger partnership 
in ensuring our City’s dollars are 
equitably allocated according to 
the needs, interests and visions 
of our residents,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “The community 
listening sessions represent an 
opening up of the process to res-
idents from the very beginning.”   

“It is critical that we develop 
a budget for the City of Boston 
that addresses our long-stand-
ing needs, such as housing 
affordability and stability, pub-
lic health, public and pedestrian 
safety, climate resiliency and sus-
tainability, and equitable access 
to city services,” said Boston 
City Council President Ed Flynn. 
“Thank you to Mayor Wu and 
her team for working with the 
City Council and providing this 
opportunity for neighbors to 
offer feedback on the best use of 
tax-payer dollars that will con-
tinue to help move us forward in 
Boston’s economic recovery.”

“With great enthusiasm, I look 
forward to the commencement 
of the Budget Listening Sessions 
on the horizon,” said Boston 
City Councilor Tania Fernandes 
Anderson, Chair of the Council’s 
Committee on Ways and Means. 
“These sessions offer our city 

an opportunity to help inform, 
through the power of the purse, 
what policies we want to pur-
sue and community enterprises 
we want to platform. I look for-
ward, as Ways and Means Chair, 
in playing an integral role in the 
decision making processes that 
will distribute our city's resourc-
es in an equitable and progres-
sive manner.”

The budget is the most direct 
way the City of Boston invests in 
its residents' quality of life. Com-
munity engagement ensures that 
the City is spending its resources 
equitably and that the process is 
accessible for residents. Each lis-
tening session will be dedicated 
to collecting the public’s input, 
including through a survey.

“It is crucial that we educate 
constituents about the City of 
Boston's budget and the process 
in which these resources are allo-
cated,” said Chief of Commu-
nity Engagement Brianna Mil-
lor. “Engaging our constituents 
empowers them to vocalize their 
needs and ensure that their City 
is working to address them.”

“OBM looks forward to shar-
ing information on the annual 
budget process and welcomes col-
laboration with the Boston City 
Council and the residents of Bos-
ton to establish budget priori-ties 
for the next fiscal year,” said Bud-
get Director Jim Williamson.

Residents are encouraged to 
share feedback at one of four vir-
tual listening sessions, organized 

by City Council district:
• Tuesday, February 15, 2022, 

6 - 7pm | Districts 5, 6, 8
• Saturday, February 19, 

2022, 1 - 2pm | Districts 1, 3, 4
• Wednesday, February 23, 

2022, 6 - 7pm | Districts 2, 7, 9
• Friday, February 25, 2022,10 

- 11am | Councilors-At-Large
The Mayor will submit the 

recommended budget to the City 
Council on April 13. A series 
of Council hearings will follow 
in May-June. The Council will 
vote to adopt, reject, amend, or 

re-duce the Operating Budget by 
June 8, and the budget will be 
resubmitted by June 15. The new 
Fiscal Year starts July 1. 

Interpretation services can be 
requested for the Zoom listening 
sessions upon registration. CART 
will be provided on February 15, 
19, and 23. Feedback can be sub-
mitted in any language through 
the survey at bit.ly/3myT0LG, at 
the listening sessions, or by call-
ing 311. For more information 
on how to participate, visit bos-
ton.gov/budget.

Budget tour (from pg. 1)

Small Celebrations!
Fresh and LocaL

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

You don’t need a special occa-
sion or particular day to cele-
brate. Over the past two years, 
many of us have not done enough 
celebrating because our virus 
safety comfort levels confined 
us. Today, we offer you ideas for 
small celebrations. These may 
not look like your traditional 
idea of celebrations; however, 
we find these lift our spirits and 
make ordinary days memorable.

Joyful rituals
Back in 2007, we resolved 

to toast every new month with 
a glass of  something sparkling. 
This is a resolution we’ve kept 
and shared with friends. Each 
month we plan for the wine and 
food we will have to open the 
next month. When the times and 
weather allow, we invite friends 
and neighbors to join us on our 
building’s roof deck and toast 
with us. We even made a few vir-
tual toasts with friends over the 
past two years. 

Canadian chef Laura Calder 
and her husband Peter Scowen 
shared their Friday night date 
nights on social media. They set a 
beautiful table, cooked a special 
meal, dressed up for the occa-
sion, and launched their week-
ends in style. They inspired us 
to upgrade our take-out experi-
ences by setting the table, plating 
the food carefully, pouring some 
wine, and eating our version of 
a restaurant meal together more 
often.

upgrades and Special Treats
Penny bought Ed a truffle in 

December. With this small indul-
gence, he enjoyed two egg and 
truffle meals. This was inspired 
by a neighbor who sent us a truf-
fle-themed thank you gift. Some-
times giving someone else a gift 
can be a source of celebration for 
both of you.

You can also upgrade things 
you use all the time as a way of 
celebrating. We replaced our ice 
cube trays with an easier-to-use 
option and included one tray 

that makes round ice in the pro-
cess. The old trays were still good 
and went right into our donation 
box. 

We upgraded much of our 
kitchen equipment with the 
money we would have spent 
dining out during the pandemic. 
Penny also cleaned out the kitch-
en and passed things on to those 
who might enjoy them. When we 
had no takers, we sent them to 
donation centers that do good 
work. We have to admit that 
every time a box of donations 
leaves our home, we celebrate!

Take a Day Off  
It can be a day off from work 

or some chore that is getting the 
best of you. Over the warmer 
months, we used outdoor dining 
to take many days off from cook-
ing. When the cold ended that 
option, we added more take-out 
days to our weekly menu plan. 
This not only gave the resident 
cook a break from cooking, but 
also from planning and shopping 
for our meals. 

When we order food that 
reheats well or that can be quick-
ly whipped up into a second 
meal, it results in two days off! 
And, remember, every take-out 
order you place helps your favor-
ite restaurants to survive. That’s 
another reason to celebrate as 
you enjoy their work.

Something Different
Just doing something different 

can feel celebratory. It might be 
breakfast for dinner or a cock-
tail party for two with a menu of 
canapes and favorite foods like 
shrimp cocktail. Buy a few piec-

es of your favorite dessert indul-
gences and cut them into tasting 
pieces for a mid-week afternoon 
tea.

You’ll find you benefit from 
even small steps out of your daily 
routine. We’ll end this with the 
quotation that inspired this col-
umn, “Don't ever save anything 
for a special occasion. Being alive 
is the special occasion.” 

Do you have a question or 
topic for Fresh & Local? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.

For one of our small celebrations, we ordered take-out from a favorite 
restaurant, plated it carefully, and toasted a new month with a bottle of 
Bollinger Champagne.
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Parks Department lists 
February vacation
weeklong activities
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buy one get 
one 1/2 OFF

ad special

keep your customers coming with advertising 
at a rate that cant be beat

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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50 CENTS

NEWS BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

The North End Regional Review  
OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  

ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  
WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888
OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm  

CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900
FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 
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            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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Due to the Martin Luther 
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January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com 
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022
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DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(PEru Pg. 8)

(BPDa Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmEralD nECklaCE Pg. 5)
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City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/Cass Pg. 3)
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The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(wOrkIng grOuP Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(ElIOt sChOOl Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner
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EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

Undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.

Minimum 8-inch ad.  Not to be combined 
with any other promo or discounted rate.

Call the office at (781) 485-0588 or email your rep
deb@thebostonsun.com  kbright@reverejournal.com

MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM  CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

Staff Report

Children, parents, and caregiv-
ers are invited to join the Boston 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment for free February school 
vacation week activities at the 
Bubble at Carter Field located 
at 709 Columbus Avenue on the 
South End/Roxbury line. Online 
registration and more informa-
tion on all these free family activ-
ities can be found at boston.gov/
sports. 

The Parks Department hosts 
a February Vacation Wiffle Ball 
Tournament at the Bubble on 
Tuesday, February 22. The tour-
nament will feature two divisions 
for ages 13 and under and 10 
and under.

To register or for more infor-
mation call (617) 961-3083 or 
contact Damien Margardo at 
damien.margardo@boston.gov.

On February 22 and 23 the 
Bubble will be the site of free 
Softball Hitting and Fielding 
Clinics for ages 10 and up from 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. The program 
features UMass Boston softball 
players and coaches and is open 
to teams and individual players 
of all skill levels. For more infor-
mation call (617) 961-3047 or 
email jennifer.misiaszek@boston.
gov.

Free Baseball Clinics will be 
offered for ages 10 and up on 
February 24 and 25 from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Pre-registration 
is required. To sign up call (617) 
961-3093 or contact charles.con-

ners@boston.gov.
The Carter Playground Bub-

ble is also the location for the 
ongoing Winter Soccer Clin-
ic series for boys and girls ages 
10 to 15 that began January 30 
and continues Sundays through 
February 27 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Sessions focus on ball con-
trol, dribbling, passing, shooting, 
and defending. Pre-registration is 
required. For more information 
call (617) 961-3084 or email 
woodley.auguste@boston.gov

In addition to these programs, 
Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department will host the annual 
Children's Winter Festival on the 
Boston Common Parade Ground 
on Thursday, February 24, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

This family school vacation 
event is presented in partnership 
with the Highland Street Foun-
dation and L.L. Bean.  Addi-
tional support provided by the 
Boston Globe and Dunkin’. The 
festival will feature music, field 
games, giveaways, various win-
ter attractions, treats, and crafts. 
Visit  boston.gov/winter-festival 
for online event information.

To stay up to date with news, 
events, and improvements in 
Boston parks, call (617) 635-
4505, visit Boston.gov/Parks, 
join our email list at bit.ly/Get-
Parks-Emails, and follow our 
social channels @bostonparks-
dept on Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram.

Staff Report

The Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) report-
ed that the month of January 
2022 at Plainridge Park Casino 
(PPC), MGM Springfield and 
Encore Boston Harbor generat-
ed approximately $82 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenue (GGR).  

PPC, a category 2 slots facility, 
is taxed on 49% of GGR. Of that 

total taxed amount, 82% is paid 
to Local Aid and 18% is allotted 
to the Race Horse Development 
Fund. MGM Springfield and 
Encore Boston Harbor, category 
1 resort-casinos, are taxed on 
25% of GGR; those monies are 
allocated to several specific state 
funds as determined by the gam-
ing statute.  

To date, the Commonwealth 
has collected approximately 

$994 million in total taxes and 
assessments from PPC, MGM 
and Encore since the respective 
openings of each gaming facility.   

View comprehensive revenue 
reports for each gaming licensee 
at https://massgaming.com/reg-
ulations/revenue/. MGC issues 
monthly revenue reports on the 
15th of each month or next busi-
ness day.

MGC releases Jan. 2022 gross gaming revenue
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Commission Hearing focuses on language barriers on the beach

Special to the Sun

On Wednesday, February 9, 
at 10:00 AM, the Metropolitan 
Beaches Commission and Save 
the Harbor/Save the Baycon-
vened a Virtual Public Hearing 
to address language barriers on 
the Metropolitan Region’s pub-
lic beaches in Lynn, Nahant, 
Revere, Winthrop, East Boston, 
South Boston, Dorchester, Quin-
cy and Hull. 

At the hearing the Commis-
sion took testimony from peo-
ple who do not predominantly 
communicate in English about 
the obstacles they face when they 
try to use and enjoy the region’s 
public beaches.

“Overcoming language bar-
riers is a key issue,” said Chris 
Mancini, Executive Director of 
Save the Harbor/ Save the Bay. 
“If we don’t have diversity in 
programs and signage on our 
beaches, folks will be forced to 
be spectators when they should 
be involved, active participants.”

Representative Adrian Mada-
ro of East Boston, who Co-Chairs 
the Commission, set the tone in 
his opening remarks, saying, “in 
East Boston, language justice and 
language access are not merely 
aspirations; they are absolute 
necessities to ensure the safety, 
wellbeing, and success of all of 
our neighbors.”

Participants heard presenta-
tions on current and best prac-

tices for multilingual signage 
and websites. “Of the 250 signs 
we looked at across our Massa-
chusetts coast, just four of them 
were in languages other than 
English,” said Bruce Berman, 
Director of Strategy and Com-
munications of Save the Harbor/
Save the Bay. “That’s simply not 
good enough.”

“QR codes on beach signage is 
one easy way to connect people 
to the multilingual resources they 
need,” said Save the Harbor/
Save the Bay Policy Intern Car-
oline Adamson during her pre-
sentation, pointing out that QR 
codes are already in use on signs 
in Revere and elsewhere.

Among those who testified at 
the hearing were Stephanie Coo-
per, Acting Commissioner of the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation and Julia Mejia, City 
Councilor-at-Large, City of Bos-
ton.

According to Acting DCR 
Commissioner Cooper, “we are 
focused on having our areas 
accessible and safe. We also need 
to have signage and information 
that provides people with the 
rules and regulations. What are 
the amenities? What do I need 
to know to enjoy the beach and 
be safe?” Cooper underscored 
the importance of the use of QR 
codes, observing that, “Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay’s presenta-
tion highlighted some of where 
we are headed and some of the 

progress we still need to make. 
The great thing about a QR code 
is that you can provide a lot of 
information in all the languages 
that you want. Our plan is to use 
QR codes this year.”

“I hope that in the years to 
come our public spaces resemble, 
more accurately, our commu-
nity,” said Julia Mejia, Boston 
City Councilor-at-Large. “When 
I look at a lot of the signs, often-
times at our public beaches, 
everything is still very much in 
English. I think that we need to 
do a better job of making sure 
that, if we are serious about cre-
ating spaces where people are 
seen and reflected, then transla-
tion and information justice is a 
part of that conversation.”

Commission Co-Chair Sen-
ator Brendan Crighton of Lynn 
agreed, and was “inspired by the 
powerful testimony” he heard at 
the hearing. “We look forward 
to using this community input 
to make our beaches more equi-
table and inclusive for all people 
regardless of the language they 
speak.”

The Metropolitan Beaches 
Commission welcomes public 
participation and will gladly 
accept written testimony from all 
interested parties. Please email 
your comments to rodriguez@
savethe harbor.org.

For more information about 
the hearing contact Save the Har-
bor's Executive Director Chris 

Mancini by email to mancini@
savetheharbor.org or on his 
cell at (617) 909-6667, or their 
Director of Strategy & Commu-
nications Bruce Berman by email 
to bruce@bostonharbor.com or 
on his cell at 617-293-6243.

Recordings of this hearing are 
available in English, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Haitian-Creole, Ara-
bic, Vietnamese, and Mandarin 
here.

You can access this release in 
your language on Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay’s blog at blog.
savetheharbor.org by using the 
Google Translate button on the 
top left of your browser. 

The Metropolitan Beach-
es Commission is a permanent 
Commission charged with mak-
ing findings and recommenda-
tions to the Legislature and the 
Department of Conservation 
& Recreation (DCR) on ways 
to improve the metropolitan 
region's public beaches. It was 
established by the Massachu-
setts Legislature in 2006 and is 
led and managed by Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay.  You can 
find more information about the 
MBC on Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay's website, and download 
copies of our previous reports at 
https://www.savetheharbor.org/
mbc-archives. 

Late last spring, the Commis-
sion decided to focus attention 
on ways to increase diversity, 
equity and inclusion on the Met-
ropolitan Region’s public beach-
es, to improve access for people 
of color, people with disabili-
ties, and people who may not 
speak English as their primary 
language. Last May, we heard 

from a diverse group of civic 
leaders and community members 
about ways in which we could 
increase diversity on the beaches 
and in our beach programming. 
In November, the Commission 
focused on ways to increase and 
improve access for people with 
disabilities on the Metropolitan 
Region’s public beaches. The 
most recent hearing focused on 
ways to overcome language bar-
riers that prevent people from 
safely enjoying their beaches.

“We hope these three hear-
ings will enable us to do for 
equity, diversity and inclusion 
what we did for management 
and maintenance of the Metro-
politan Beaches during the last 
rounds of public hearings.” said 
Commission Co-Chair Sena-
tor Brendan Crighton of Lynn. 
“Working together we will pro-
vide DCR, the Commonwealth 
and our communities a blueprint 
for improving public access to 
take these beaches from good to 
great.”

“Our state beaches are pub-
lic treasures that belong to all of 
us,” said Commission Co-Chair 
Representative Adrian Mada-
ro of East Boston. “We need to 
advance environmental justice 
and center diversity, equity, and 
inclusion so that people of all 
backgrounds can enjoy them for 
years to come, no matter what 
language they may speak.”

Following this hearing on 
language barriers, the Commis-
sion will host a Virtual Summit, 
at which they will present their 
preliminary findings to a broad 

DCR will deploy multilingual signs “across our system, including of 
course, on all the Metropolitan beaches” beginning in 2022

More than 50 people took part in the hearing, which was Co-Chaired by Representative Adrian Madaro of 
East Boston and Senator Brendan Crighton of Lynn. It was translated into six languages and included repre-
sentatives from Lynn, Nahant, Revere, Winthrop, East Boston, South Boston, Dorchester, Quincy and Hull.

At King’s Beach and the rest of the Metropolitan Region’s public beach-
es, water quality, beach rules, and regulations need to be accessible to 
people that do not speak English as their primary language to promote 
equity.

(Beaches Pg. 10)
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 Staff Report

The Registry of Motor Vehi-
cles (RMV) is preparing for a 
high volume of in-person cus-
tomer service transactions during 
school vacation week which is 
scheduled to take place the week 
of February 21, 2022.  The RMV 
traditionally sees a high volume 
of customers at its statewide 
Service Center locations during 
this annual vacation week, and 
encourages customers to sched-
ule appointments for required 
in-person transactions and avoid 
unnecessary visits by using Mass.
Gov/RMV to conduct more than 
40 RMV online transactions.  

Customers should also note 
that Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts offices, including RMV 
Service Centers, will be closed on 
Monday, February 21, in obser-
vance of the President’s Day hol-
iday.

“The RMV historically expe-
riences a higher volume of in-per-
son transactions during February 
school vacation week, and we 
encourage customers to schedule 
appointments, plan ahead, and 
conduct transactions online,” 
said Registrar of Motor Vehicles 

Colleen Ogilvie. “Scheduling 
appointments ahead of time and 
arriving prepared for required 
Service Center visits will provide 
flexibility and help customers 
save time for more enjoyable 
activities.” 

The Registry anticipates a 
higher volume of students will 
be seeking to secure learner’s 
permits during the vacation 
week.  Customers who are 
requesting learner’s permits need 
to begin the application process 
with an in-person visit at an 
RMV Service Center location 
and are encouraged to complete 
their application online at Mass.
Gov/RMV.  The learner’s permit 
exams can then be taken online 
after initial application require-
ments have been fulfilled.  

The RMV has made available 
a new informational online por-
tal to provide easy access to a 
variety of educational resources 
and materials that can be used to 
help guide first-time drivers, and 
parents and guardians of Junior 
Operators, through the detailed 
step-by-step process of securing 
a Massachusetts driving creden-
tial. The portal can be found 
athttps://www.mass.gov/guides/

first-time-driver-start-here. 
Highlights of the key features 

of the online portal are as fol-
lows:

1. Steps to Getting a Driver’s 
License – Information regarding 
the requirements for RMV learn-
er’s permits and road tests, and 
links that can be used to schedule 
appointments.

2. Parent/Guardian Informa-
tion – Information regarding 
Driver’s Education Programs, 
the Parent Supervised Driv-
ing Program which provides a 
methodical approach to teach-
ing requisite driving skills, and 
Junior Operator License (JOL) 
requirements including details 
on certain motor vehicle citation 
penalties which are imposed by 
the Junior Operator and the Safe 
Operator Law. 

3. Safe Driving Tips – Links 
to educational YouTube videos 
that highlight MassDOT’s “Scan 
the Street for Wheels and Feet” 
campaign which addresses spe-
cific roadway safety topics such 
as being cognizant of pedestrians 
and bicyclists, mirrors and blind 
spots, and a “double threat” 
when pedestrians are crossing 
multiple lanes of traffic that are 

heading in the same direction. 
4. Studying for Learning’s Per-

mits and Road Tests – Links to 
helpful practice exams for learn-
er’s permit exams and the option 
to download the Massachusetts 
Driver’s Manual at no cost or 
purchase a hard copy of the man-
ual which will be mailed to the 
customer, informational videos 
to become familiar with maneu-
vers that are evaluated during 
road tests, and links to specific 
requirements for applicants and 
sponsors.

5. Time to Take Your Permit 
– Links to the learner’s permit 
application process, detailed 
instructions for taking the exam 
online, and alternative options 
that are available to take the 
exam.

The RMV also offers online 
practice learner’s permit exams 
which can be accessed by cus-
tomers through Mass.Gov/RMV 
or by logging into their myRMV 
account.  Customers can also 
purchase a copy of the Mas-
sachusetts Class D (Passenger) 
Drivers Manual and Commercial 
Driver’s License Manual online 
using their myRMV accounts, 
instead of visiting a Service Cen-

ter. Ordered manuals will be 
mailed to customers within 7-10 
days of purchase.

Additional information on 
RMV service offerings and 
appointments can be found at 
www.Mass.Gov/RMV, includ-
ing more than 40 transactions 
that can be conducted online, by 
mail, or by phone.  The RMV 
recommends that all custom-
ers get ready online before their 
appointment.

Appointments for many RMV 
transactions can also be made at 
AAA customer locations if the 
customer is a member of AAA.

Please note that customers 
who are fully vaccinated are 
allowed to go without face cov-
erings in RMV Service Center 
locations unless the city/town 
where the center is located has 
an Indoor Mask Mandate. Cus-
tomers who are not yet fully 
vaccinated are required to wear 
face coverings in RMV Service 
Centers.

For the latest RMV updates 
and information, follow the 
RMV on Twitter @MassRMV.

Beaches (from pg. 9)
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Massachusetts rMV preparing for high customer volume

and diverse audience of beach 
users to get their thoughts and 
input. Following the Summit, the 
Commission will share a report 
of their findings and recommen-
dations with the Legislature, the 
Administration, DCR and the 
public. It will serve as a road-
map for improving access and 
increasing diversity, equity and 
inclusion on our public beaches 
going forward. 

 “The legislative and commu-
nity members of the Commission 
hope that this hearing will help us 

improve the beach experience for 
people who do not speak English 
as their primary language,” said 
Chris Mancini, Executive Direc-
tor of Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay. “We are looking for-
ward to working together with 
DCR, other state agencies, and 
our beachfront communities to 
develop strategies to improve 
access to these spectacular urban 
natural resources for people of 
all languages and backgrounds.”

For more information about 
the MBC or the hearing, please 

contact Save the Harbor's Exec-
utive Director Chris Mancini by 
email to mancini@savetheharbor.
org or on his cell at (617) 909-
6667, or their Director of Strat-
egy & Communications Bruce 
Berman by email to bruce@bos-
tonharbor.com or on his cell at 
617-293-6243. 

You can access this release in 
your language on Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay’s blog at blog.
savetheharbor.org by using the 
Google Translate button on the 
top left of your browser. 
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Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

All Cylinders T        Nola Anderson 1996 T     4-1/2 Arlington St #3         $5,870,000  

ELSM LLC              Clark, Donald T         187 Beacon St #2            $2,700,000  

Haddon MA LLC 29 Hexagon LLC 29 Commonwealth Ave #6         $10,350,000  

Marieke Berndsen LT     Cestroni, Michael A 158 Newbury St #3            $2,100,000  

Voevodski, Konstantin Kim, Sook K 110 Stuart St #16F          $980,000

Franbia LLC Diver, Colin        308 Commonwealth Ave #C       $2,225,000  

390 Comm Ave 201 RT        Stahl FT      390 Commonwealth Ave #201   $850,000  

Raucci, Kimberly Gorman, Michael 416 Marlborough St #202       $735,000

Kau Charlesgate East LLC TFC RT                 425 Newbury St #PS186       $80,000  

BEACON HILL

Merheb, Abdou J Graziano, Marsha 19 Beacon St #10P          $505,000 

Merheb, Abdou J Graziano, Marsha 21 Beacon St #10P       $505,000  

Wallack, Lynda         Jennings, Kimberlee 21 Beacon St #7D               $375,000  

Merheb, Abdou J Graziano, Marsha 21-A Beacon St #10P       $505,000  

Merheb, Abdou J Graziano, Marsha 23 Beacon St #10P             $505,000

Connor, Sandra S Leone, Joseph P 9 Hawthorne Pl #2O           $540,000  

Hennessey, John F        Wood, Kirkham B 144 Mount Vernon St              $3,125,000  

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE

Obrien, Richard A         Au Isabella LLC 11 Isabella St #3             $1,130,000  

Mack, Joshua B Sims FT               33 E Springfield St #3        $582,000

Michaelson FT           Cronin, William D       96 Pembroke St #1            $2,425,000  

Graham, Harrison Chen, Eric Y           34 Plympton St #1             $950,000  

Bennett, Edward R         Bisceglia 3rd, William A 43 Union Park #3             $2,850,000 

Angel, Madilynn W       Merck Jr, Wilhelm     77 W Brookline St #1         $999,000  

Murphy, Lauren E Chen, Wenjia 24 Worcester Sq #5          $730,000  

Crowell, Kristen Delarosa, Hugo 69 Worcester St #2             $689,500

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN

Schnare, Jennifer A Paddock, Melissa L 142 Commercial St #101         $595,000  

Johnson, Jeanne E         Watson, Keith 300 Commercial St #903      $1,400,000 

Asaker, Dilorda      Skiffington, Rachel   357 Commercial St #206        $700,000 

Cao, Siyi Edgerly, Rosemary 580 Washington St #710         $930,000

The windows with grills in the last clue are on 1 Dartmouth Place. This 
is another example of the care that is needed when using Boston Street 
names. Dartmouth Place was laid out from 65 Dartmouth Street in 
1877 and ended at what the city street book called, “an unnamed place 
between Warren and Appleton Street.” 

You’ll find the next clue in the Back Bay.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLuE
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52 Beacon Street, PenthouSe
4 Bedrooms | 3 Full 2 HalF BatHrooms | 5,438 square Feet

Listed At $9,500,000

172 Newbury Street • Boston, Massachusetts 

oPen houSe
Sunday, February 20th 

12:30pm-1:30pm

For More InForMatIon, ContaCt:

CaMpIon and CoMpany

617-236-0711
tCaMpIon@CaMpIonre.CoM
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