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The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy hosted a walking tour 
of Charlesgate Park on March 
18 to provide residents with 
information and visuals about 
the existing park and its prob-
lems, as well as what is being 
envisioned for the space in the 
future. The tour was led by 

Emerald Necklace Conservancy 
President Karen Mauney-Brodek 
and Parker James of the Charles-
gate Alliance.

Right now, the park is inacces-
sible in several areas and needs 
work to protect the water quality 
and river habitat. Additionally, 
there are narrow sidewalks and 

By Dan Murphy

The MBTA outlined  pro-
posed changes to modernize and 
streamline its fare-collection sys-
tem, including the introduction 
of a mandatory one-time $3 
fee for all CharlieCards riders, 
during a March 22 virtual meet-
ing.

Steven Povich, the MBTA”s 
director of fare policy and ana-
lytics said the T intends to intro-
duce new ways to pay for fares, 
including a  contactless credit 
card, a mobile wallet, a tempo-
rary CharlieCard, and a mobile 
CharlieCard, as well as the newly 
issued permanent CharlieCards.

In the future, CharlieCards 
would be available at every fare 
vending machine; at retail loca-
tions, which would be expand-
ed to include more convenience 
stores; over the phone; and via 
the T’s mobile phone app, said 
Povich, while the mandatory $3 
activation fee covers the cost of 
the card, as well as “one more 
trip protection,” which would 
prevent riders without cash from 
finding themselves stranded. (The 
one-time $3 fee won’t apply to 
contactless-card or mobile-wallet 
transactions, however.)

The new system would credit 
each commuter’s card for a single 
subway or bus fare, which could 

be paid for prior to their next 
trip through the myriad payment 
options offered; this would pre-
vent the present possibility of 
riders finding themselves strand-
ed, if they show up at a bus stop 
without a CharlieCard or cash 
on hand. 

The T is creating programs to 
partner with local organizations 
in an effort to distribute Char-
lieCards at no cost to low-in-
come riders, said Povich, and 
all reduced fare participants will 
receive a free CharlieCard. But 
several citizens on hand for the 
meeting expressed their concern 
that the new system would have 
the unintended consequence of 
making the T less accessible for 
the most financially vulnerable 
riders, especially those who don’t 
have bank accounts. 

With the new system, which 
requires each commuter to 
have their own CharlieCard, 
card-sharing will be prevented, 
although children under 11 will 
still ride for free without a card.

Other service changes pro-
posed by the T include perma-
nent five-day FlexPasses on the 
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charlesgate Park Walking 
Tour shows residents the 
vision for the park’s future 
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MBTA details proposed changes to modernize 
and streamline its fare-collection system

Herbal Power holds community 
meeting regarding dispensary 
proposed for 329 columbus Ave. 

Emerald Necklace Conservancy president Karen Mauney-Brodek shows 
off some renderings comparing existing park conditions to those pro-
posed by Dan Adams and Marie Law Adams of Landing Studio. 

By Lauren Bennett

Herbal Power, a social equity 
cannabis company, held a com-
munity meeting on March 16 
regarding its proposed cannabis 
dispensary at 329 Columbus 
Ave., in the former Coda restau-
rant space. 

This was not a city-sponsored 
meeting, but rather one hosted 
by Herbal Power to inform the 
community about its proposal 
as well as gain feedback from 
neighbors. 

Brian Chavez, a member of the 

Herbal Power team, explained 
that “securing real estate is one 
of the key barriers for equity 
applicants,” as well as spoke 
about other disparities equity 
applicants face. 

He said that in Massachusetts, 
22 percent of the population is 
Black and Latino, but they are 
about 57 percent of the people 
who are put in prison. Chavez 
said that the “collective knowl-
edge and expertise” of the team 
has allowed them to overcome 
many of these barriers/

Desiree Franjul, co-owner and 

founder of Herbal Power, talked 
a little bit about the proposed 
location at 329 Columbus Ave. 
Coda Bar + Kitchen closed in 
May 2020, and Herbal Power 
intends on taking over the space.

The proposed hours are from 
9am-10pm, seven days a week, 
and is located near two parking 
garages, the Back Bay Orange 
line station, bus lines, and a Blue-
bikes station.

“Our total square footage 
is 2,900 square feet,” Franjul 
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celebrating Women’s History 
Month with a profile of 

State Senator Lydia Edwards
By John Lynds

She became the first woman 
of color to be elected to the Dis-
trict 1 City Council seat when 
she won in 2017 and recently 
became the first woman elected 
to the First Suffolk & Middlesex 
State Senate seat, a seat histori-
cally occupied by Italian Ameri-
can men. 

Senator Lydia Edwards has 
found herself at the epicenter of 
a political movement that has 

seen more and more women and 
women of color being elected to 
political office in recent years. 

“You don't run on being “the 
first” you run for being effective, 
and I'm just very happy that we 
are at a point where we elect peo-
ple based on their qualifications 
and their ability to serve people,” 
said Edwards. “I am honored. 
I'm honored to break through 
the glass ceiling and hopefully 

(edwards Pg. 5)
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR FOR ALL THE 
SENSES

This past Sunday marked the vernal equinox, also known as the 
beginning of astrological spring. It’s one of the two days of the year 
-- the other being the fall equinox -- when day and night are roughly 
equal in length around the globe.

We would note that “meteorological spring” began March 1, the 
date used by meteorologists and climatologists to mark the beginning 
of the spring season.

However, to paraphrase Bob Dylan and Sam Cooke, we don’t need 
a weatherman (or a calendar) to be aware that a change is coming. 
Our senses have alerted us for the past few weeks to the impending 
arrival of spring.

We can see the crocuses that have been emerging, providing a burst 
of color through the barren ground.

Every morning right around sunrise, we can hear the chorus of 
birds in the trees, loudly chirping and tweeting after their winter of 
silence.

On clear days, the sun feels warm and strong, especially if we are 
on the leeward side of a wall or other structure, protected from the 
still-chilly March wind.

And even in the city, there is an earthy smell we have known since 
childhood that instinctively informs our brains that there is a change 
in the seasons.

To be sure, Mother Nature most likely will have some wintry sur-
prises left for us. This April 1 will mark the 25th anniversary of the 
April Fool’s snowstorm of 1997 (we’ll write about that next week).

But our senses have told us that Ol’ Man Winter is done and spring 
is here.

WHAT WILL WE DO IF (WHEN)
PUTIN USES A NUCLEAR WEAPON?
With the news that Putin’s Russian army at best is facing a stale-

mate in Ukraine, the odds that Putin might use a so-called tactical 
nuclear weapon are increasing daily.

The thing about autocrats is this: Just when you think they’ve gone 
as far (or as low) as they can go, they cross a new threshold of evil.

We were both surprised and dismayed to read that Russia has 
nuclear weapons that only are about two percent  as powerful as the 
atom bombs that the U.S. dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
WWII.

Both the Soviet Union and the U.S. have long-maintained nuclear 
arsenals with hydrogen bombs that are 2000-3000 times more pow-
erful than the first A-bombs, but we were not aware that both sides 
also have developed these mini-nukes.

Indeed, Putin can look at our use of the A-bombs in WWII as an 
example of how to force an opponent into submission. Japan only 
surrendered after we used the bombs. With the Ukrainains defiantly 
resolved to fight to the last person, the use of a small nuclear weapon 
might be the only option left to Putin to win his war.

So what if Putin were to drop a small nuke over say, Kyiv?
What will be the response of NATO and the U.S.?
The world as we know it is being threatened  -- and thereby con-

trolled -- by.a sociopath.
The civilized world can impose all of the economic sanctions it 

wants upon a despot, but in the final analysis, nukes are what matter, 
which is why the No. Koreans are trying to get them.

We can only speculate about the future path that the war in Ukraine 
will take us. 

We are entering a deep, dark cave with no light at the end of the 
tunnel.

Hopefully, that light, when it comes, will not be the flash of a 
nuclear bomb.

By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Most of us simply want peace 
in our lives, nation and world. We 
enjoy resting in a warm or cool 
house, with something to eat, 
free from worry and stress. Peace 
is not always easy. This winter, 
chances are that your heating bill 
was chomping on your checking 
account and taking a huge bite 
out of your income. You may 
have turned your thermostat 
down and wore extra layers hop-
ing to cut back on literally burn-
ing up your money. 

People have reported gas and 
electric bills from $500 to over 
a $1,000 for one month of try-
ing to stay comfortable in their 
homes. 

While you are attempting to 
stay warm or cool, you are won-
dering if you can afford to start 
your car. Americans are seeing 
gas prices dance between $4.00 
and over $6.00 for one gallon 
of gas. Filling up my old truck is 
pushing toward $150 at a time. 
When my wife goes to the gro-
cery store the same staples seem 

cost more every time she goes. 
The current inflation is not 

only expensive but is chipping 
away at our peace. Peace? It’s 
hard to have peace if you go into 
cardiac arrest every time your 
utility bill arrives, you buy gaso-
line or go to the grocery store. If 
you are renting a place in Amer-
ica then you have a further bur-
den as some Americans are pay-
ing over $2,000 a month to rent 
a house. If they can find one to 
rent. 

Russia has destroyed Ukraine 
and has become a major player 
in driving up our cost of living. 
We were already experiencing 
inflation but the entire planet is 
reacting to what Russia is doing 
to Ukraine. Do you remember 
when we heard the news that 
Osama Bin Laden had been shot 
by one of our seal teams? When 
and how will the murderous rein 
of Vladimir Putin end? We must 
hope and pray for an end to this 
evil. 

Unfortunately, the world is a 
difficult place for peace. The Bible 
assures us that in the last days 

there will be wars and rumors 
of wars. There will be pestilence, 
famine, and our hearts will fail us 
from fear.  Thus, our peace must 
come from God who is greater 
than our problems. There is an 
internal strength and peace that 
comes when we focus our minds 
on Him. Currently millions of 
Ukrainians have nothing left 
but the shirts on their backs and 
whatever internal resolve and 
fortitude that is keeping them 
going.

 Our peace in America is very 
unsettling but compare your sit-
uation to millions of Ukrainians 
today. Pray for them and let us 
all give thanks for what we have. 

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other pub-
lishing imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues and 
Common Sense opinions, anal-
ysis, stories and features appear 
each week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs across 
the United States.

Staff Report

As the Massachusetts Senate 
prepares to debate a supplemen-
tal budget bill, District Attorney 
Kevin Hayden urged legislators 
to support vital funding that will 
allow prosecutors and other vic-
tim serving agencies to continue 
delivering services to survivors of 
crime.

“Violent crime can have life 
altering impacts.  My office 
employs a team of dedicated and 
compassionate victim witness 
advocates who provide support 
to victims of crime and survivors 
of homicide victims throughout 

their interactions with the crim-
inal legal system and beyond,” 
District Attorney Hayden said.  
“We work with a network of vic-
tim service agencies and nonprof-
it partners who provide vital and 
often life-saving services to those 
who have experienced domes-
tic violence, human trafficking, 
sexual assault, gun violence and 
trauma.  We cannot, in good 
conscience, allow funding for 
these services to be cut.”

The Senate tomorrow takes 
up S.2776, which includes an 
amendment filed by Senator 
Joanne M. Comerford that 
would counteract impending 

cuts in federal Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA) funding.  The funds 
available through VOCA were 
depleted in recent years, resulting 
in cuts in FY23.  These cuts will 
hit approximately 161 Massa-
chusetts victim-focused agencies 
that provide free services to vic-
tims of crime, including SCDAO 
and many other service providers 
working on behalf of crime vic-
tims in Boston, Chelsea, Revere, 
and Winthrop.

Last year, federal legislation 
was passed that will increase 
available VOCA funds in future 

DA hayden urges MA Senate to fund Victim Services

(Victim SerViceS Pg. 3)
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commuter rail; lower pricing 
for one-day LinkPasses; new 
seven-day LinkPass for reduced 
fare riders; expanded reduced 
fare monthly passes to all modes 
of transportation; and second 
transfers on bus and subway and 
transfers between Express Buses. 

If approved by the full T 
board, changes would be imple-
mented on bus and subway first, 
followed by changes to commut-
er rail service about a year later, 
said Lynsey Heffernan of the 
MBTA, who added that overall 
T fares wouldn’t be raised as a 
result of these proposed changes.

Riders who now have Char-
lieCards would need to upgrade 
them once the new system has 
been implemented, and they 
would still be subject to the one-
time $3 fee, but any remaining 
balance on their old cards besides 
this would be transferred to their 
new cards.

The T will also be introduc-
ing new fare-evasion measures, 
including installing readers at the 
rear of all buses and Green Line 
trains, while a new fare-verifi-
cation team would be deployed 
throughout the system, armed 
with devices that readers can tap 

their cards on to show they’ve 
paid the correct fare for their 
trips.

Collique Williams, an organiz-
er for Community Labor United, 
a nonprofit dedicated to protect-
ing and promoting the interests of 
100,000 low- and middle-income 
working families in the Greater 
Boston area, said the proposed 
CharlieCard changes “add insult 
to injury” at a time when salaries 
are already outpacing the cost of 
living for many citizens.  “Giving 
a fare break to people who have 
discounted rates already isn’t a 
solution,” she said.

Williams also suggested that 
the new CharlieCard surcharge 
is only necessary because of the 
$500 million contract that the T 
entered into with Cubic Trans-
portation Systems last year for a 
privatized collection system.

Sam Montano, director of 
organizing for GreenRoots, a 
Chelsea community-based non-
profit devoted to environmental 
justice, expressed his concern that 
while the new program would 
offer free passes to low-income 
individuals, it wouldn’t help 
those just above the poverty line.

On the upside, one meet-

ing-goer lauded the new Char-
lieCard system as a way to elim-
inate the waste now caused by 
riders who discard their paper 
cards after a single trip on the T.

Meanwhile, Heffernan said 
the T would soon be overhauling 
its bus network, which will be 
the subject of many public meet-
ings this spring.

The public can submit their 
comments to the MBTA on the 
proposed changes to its fare-col-
lection system until March 31 
at https://www.mbta.com/fares/
fare-transformation/get-in-
volved.

said, including 1400 square feet 
of retail space and 1500 square 
feet of administrative space on 
another floor.

The vault will be located on 
the second floor, while the first 
is dedicated to the retail space, 
which will also allow queuing. 
Customers will interact with 
security at the front door to 
prove they are 21+. 

At the end of the day, the inven-
tory will placed in the master vault 
as required by the Cannabis 

Control Commission, she 
said, and security cameras will be 
located “across the entire space” 

as well. Additionally, deliveries 
will come through the access 
control vestibule at randomized 
times throughout the day.

Yomari Chavez, a member of 
the Herbal Power team, said that 
“we are focused on hiring locally 
and hope to provide jobs for the 
immediate community through 
a partnership with MassHire,” 
and Herbal Power will donate to 
the South End Technology Cen-
ter. 

“We’ve also heard through-
out this process a number of 
concerns about the intersection 
and traffic,” she said, so a traffic 

study will be commissioned.
While the proposed location is 

not within 500 feet of a school, it 
is within the buffer zone of anoth-
er cannabis location in the Back 
Bay, Franjul said, so the project 
will require a zoning variance. 

“Our process started with 
community engagement and is 
built on community feedback,” 
Yomari Chavesz said. She said 
that Herbal Power has met with 
local organizations, residents, 
and City Councilor Ed Flynn.

Attorney Lesley Delaney Haw-
kins said that Coda had a capac-
ity of 70 people with a 1:00am 

closing, but Herbal Power will 
close by 1:00pm and has a capac-
ity of 30 to 40 people.

“We feel very strongly that this 
is actually a less intrusive use than 
what was there before,” she said. 

Abutter Todd Davis said that 
“my concerns are pretty much 
what you went over,” adding that 
he likes that security cameras will 
be located in the alley. He said 
that “Coda was really never a 
terrible problem,” and he doesn’t 
think there is an issue with traffic. 

Other residents said they sup-
port the use, but feel that this is 
not the appropriate location for 

a dispensary. Several neighbors 
cited the fact that young children 
live in the area and brought up 
the concern of secondhand smoke 
and their belief for the need to 
enforce the illegality of public 
consumption of marijuana.

Others still said they support 
minority owned business in the 
South End and would welcome 
a dispensary in the area. The 
project team said that they are 
more than willing to speak with 
any and all residents who have 
comments or concerns about 
this proposal, and more meetings 
about this are to come.  

GOV. BAKER TO  
RE-START PROCESS 
FOR SELLING HYNES

Gov. Charlie Baker’s admin-
istration is getting ready to 
re-ignite the process for selling 
the Hynes Convention Center, 
according to The Boston Globe.

An economic development bill 
that Gov. Baker is expected to file 
in the coming weeks will include 
a measure to put the six-acre 
Hynes site at the corner of Boyl-
ston and Dalton streets on the 
market for the purposes of rede-
velopment, The Globe reported 
on March 23.

In the fall of 2019, Gov. Baker 
filed a previous bill that paved 
the way for the sale of the Hynes 
site and said he hoped to use 
proceeds from it to help finance 
a $500-million expansion of the 
Boston Convention & Exhibi-
tion Center in South Boston.

The plan wasn’t received well 
by many Back Bay stakeholders 
at that time and was essentially 
moth-balled with the onset of the 
pandemic.

MAYOR WU ANNOUNCES 
2022 OUTDOOR 
DINING PROGRAM

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
the return of the Outdoor Dining 
Pilot Program, a collaboration of 
the Licensing Board, Boston Fire 
Department, Inspectional Services 
Department, Boston Transporta-
tion Department, Public Improve-
ment Commission, Disabilities 
Commission, Public Works, 
Office of Economic Opportunity 
and Inclusion, and the Mayor’s 
Office of Neighborhood Services. 
The Outdoor Dining Program is 
a citywide initiative that allows 
restaurants the use of expanded 
public spaces for outdoor dining. 
The applications for the 2022 
Outdoor Dining Pilot Program 
are now open. Those interested 
can apply here. Visit boston.gov/
outdoordining for more informa-
tion and ongoing updates about 
the 2022 Temporary Outdoor 
Dining Program. Questions and 
concerns about the program can 
be sent to outdoordining@bos-
ton.gov.

ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES 
AT THE ANNUAL 
MUDDY RIVER CLEANUP

Registration for the 2022 
Muddy River Cleanup is now 
live! Each year since 2009, the 
Conservancy’s largest annual 
volunteer event has brought hun-
dreds together to pick up litter, 

remove invasive plants and assist 
with park maintenance through-
out all 1,100 acres of the Emer-
ald Necklace. This year’s cleanup 
takes place Saturday, April 23 in 
each park of the Necklace, from 
Franklin Park to Charlesgate 
Park. The Muddy River Clean-
up is part of the larger Charles 

River Cleanup, which was rec-
ognized nationally from 2016-
2019 by American Rivers for the 
Most Pounds of Trash Collected 
and Most Volunteers Mobilized. 
Register at https://www.emerald-
necklace.org/event/mrc2022/ 
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years, but the funds will not be 
available in FY23, which begins 
July 1, 2022, resulting in signif-
icant cuts to victim service fund-
ing across the nation. The pro-
posed supplemental state budget 
will bridge the gap in funding for 
impacted agencies in Massachu-
setts, allowing them to continue 
providing the level of services 
that crime victims require and 
deserve. 

SCDAO receives more than 
$269,000 in VOCA funding 
each year.  The funds support 
the office’s Victim Witness Assis-
tance Program by allowing the 
office to maintain necessary 

staffing and to provide emergen-
cy services – including housing 
assistance, transportation and 
basic necessities – to survivors of 
homicide and victims of gun vio-
lence.  These services are avail-
able to victims and survivors at 
no cost and regardless of wheth-
er charges are filed in the case in 
which they were victimized.

The Massachusetts Office 
of Victim Assistance (MOVA), 
which administers VOCA funds 
in Massachusetts, reports that 22 
agencies in Suffolk County alone 
face painful cuts to staffing and 
services if the supplemental bud-
get bill is not passed.

“Victims are at the center of 
everything we do.  Without fund-
ing to provide services, referrals, 
safety planning, and other out-
reach, we cannot fulfill our obli-
gation to serve the victims, sur-
vivors and communities that rely 
on this office,” District Attorney 
Hayden said. “The VOCA bridge 
funding will allow us to continue 
providing victims with the sup-
port and resources they deserve as 
they cope with the grief and trau-
ma they experience in the after-
math of homicide and violence.  
This bill is vital to protecting and 
empowering victims and commu-
nities most impacted by crime.”
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Mayor Wu announces members of the Special commission to End Family homelessness

Virtual Public Meeting

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

PLAN: Nubian Square
Looking to get engaged in development in Nubian Square? Want to gain first hand 
experience guiding the built environment of Roxbury?

Apply to be on the P-10 or Bartlett Place Project Review Committee (PRC)/ Impact Advisory Group (IAG)! 
Visit /bit.ly/BartlettAndP-10IAG

Bartlett Place and P-10 are large projects that are currently underway in Nubian Square located at 2656 
Washington Street and 2085 Washington Street respectively. As an IAG/PRC member you’ll have the 
chance to work directly with developers to help refine their project and ensure that it will benefit the 
community. IAG/PRC members will provide developers and the BPDA with feedback on the project and 
advise the BPDA in both identifying the impacts and determining the appropriate mitigation for these 
upcoming developments.

To apply, or submit someone else for nomination, please complete the application. 
For a paper copy of the application or for more information, please email or call Kelly 
Sherman.

Applications are due April 8, 2022

mail to: Kelly Sherman 
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.5493
email: kelly.sherman@boston.gov

Staff Report

In her ongoing efforts to 
address the issue of homelessness 
in Boston, on March 17 Mayor 
Michelle Wu announced the for-
mation of a Special Commission 
to End Family Homelessness 
made up of non-profit leaders 
and experts from both city and 
state agencies. The commission 
will study local family home-
lessness and will be tasked with 
developing a plan to prevent and 
end family homelessness in Bos-
ton.

“Boston’s housing crisis has 
been pushing families out of our 
city,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I’m grateful to the members of 
this Commission and look for-
ward to their work to prevent 

and end family homelessness in 
Boston." 

In 2020, a city ordinance 
was passed to establish a Spe-
cial Commission to End Family 
Homelessness. The purpose of 
the Special Commission is to 
develop an actionable and mea-
surable plan to end family home-
lessness in Boston. The ordinance 
names members for the commis-
sion including the Mayor of Bos-
ton, the City’s Chief of Housing, 
the City’s Chief of Health and 
Human Services, the Boston 
Public Schools Superintendent, 
as well as state seats including 
the Governor of Massachusetts, 
the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, the Secretary 
of the Department of Housing 
and Community Development, 
representatives from the Boston 
Legislative Delegation,  homeless 
service providers and individuals 
with lived experience of home-
lessness or housing insecurity. 

“As the Chair of Public 
Health, Homelessness and 
Recovery, I am proud to be a 
member of the Commission on 
Family Homelessness,” said Erin 
Murphy, Boston City Councilor 
At-Large. “I look forward to our 
work ahead as we collaborate 
together to create a coordinated 
plan to end family homelessness 
in Boston. There is such a neg-
ative impact on the health and 
educational progress of children 
who are homeless, so we need to 

come up with a concrete action 
plan to end this crisis. I am ready 
to partner with the other mem-
bers on this Commission to make 
ending family homelessness a 
reality.”

Boston currently works with 
nonprofit and community part-
ners to coordinate housing and 
services for homeless individu-
als in Boston. It applies for and 
distributes grants, collects and 
reports data about homelessness 
in Boston, and sets system-wide 
policies and goals. Since 2015 
the City of Boston has reduced 
individual chronic homelessness 
by 19 percent, reduced Veteran 
homelessness by 32 percent, and 
has transformed the homeless 
services system into a coordinat-
ed network focused on helping 
the most vulnerable households 
across our City. The City has 
helped to house over 15,000 peo-
ple experiencing homelessness, 
housed over 1,000 chronically 
homeless individuals and more 
than 1,300 homeless veterans.

“Mayor Wu’s Special Com-
mission is a tremendous leap 
forward for Boston in under-
standing, planning, and tackling 
the unique housing and support 
needs of homeless children and 
their parents,” said Larry Sea-
mans, President of FamilyAid 
Boston. “As one of the city’s old-
est and largest providers of hous-
ing supports for homeless fami-
lies, we look forward to working 

with the commission to further 
the goal of ending family home-
lessness in Boston.”

"During my time on the coun-
cil, I was proud to pass the leg-
islation to create the Special 
Commission to ensure our City 
always had an actionable plan to 
end family homelessness,” said 
former City Councilor Annissa 
Essaibi-George. “I believe that 
this Commission is essential 
to tackling the racial, econom-
ic, and institutional barriers to 
supporting our most vulnerable 
families experiencing housing 
insecurity. I am so grateful for the 
members of this Commission for 
their dedication to Boston fami-
lies and ending family homeless-
ness."

The City of Boston contributes 
significant resources to ending 
family homelessness, including 
BHA’s preference for homeless 
families, MOH’s homeless set-
aside policy, and homelessness 
prevention programs managed 
by the Office of Housing Stability. 
The Massachusetts DHCD funds 
and manages a statewide shelter 
system for families and invests 
in short and long-term housing 
resources to house homeless fam-
ilies out of shelter.  To execute 
the strategic plan that the com-
mission recommends, Boston 
will need to collaborate with the 
state to build a well-coordinated 
system to ensure resources reach 
the households with the great-
est needs. A coordinated system 
will promote a housing-centered 
response to family homelessness, 
strengthen housing pathways 
and expand eviction prevention 
partnerships to prevent and end 
family homelessness in Boston.

The United Way of Massachu-
setts Bay and Merrimack Valley 
agreed to convene the Commis-
sion, and the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing has hired the Technical 
Assistance Collaborative (TAC) 
to work with the Commission to 
develop a strategic plan to end 
homelessness among families in 
Boston on the following timeline.  

February 2022: Preliminary 
Map of Resources and Respon-

sibilities
March 2022: Data analysis 

and Gaps Analysis
April 2022: Facilitate focus 

groups and planning meetings 
with core constituencies and 
stakeholders to review gaps anal-
ysis and use it to establish shared 
vision, goals, recommendations, 
and strategies to end family 
homelessness in Boston.

May 2022: Review draft rec-
ommendations with Commis-
sion or other decision-makers.

June 2022: Finalize feedback 
of recommendations and draft 
plan.

Commission Members
• City Councilor Erin 

Murphy
• Jim Greene, Assistant 

Director for Street Homelessness 
Initiatives, Mayor’s Office of 
Housing, City of Boston

• Sheila Dillon, Chief of 
Housing, City of Boston

• Brian Marques, Senior 
Director of  Opportunity Youth, 
Boston Public Schools

• Kate Bennett, Boston 
Housing Authority Administra-
tor

• Alvina Brevard, Asso-
ciate Director for Division of 
Housing Stabilization, Depart-
ment of Housing and Communi-
ty Development

• Kate Barrand, President 
and CEO, Horizons for Home-
less Children

• Catherine D'Amato, 
President and CEO, Greater Bos-
ton Food Bank

• Shiela Moore, CEO, 
Hildebrand Family Self Help 
Center, Inc.

• Larry Seamans, Presi-
dent, Family Aid Boston

• Danielle Ferrier, CEO, 
Heading Home Inc.

• Linn Torto, Executive 
Director of the Massachusetts 
Interagency Council on Housing 
and Homelessness

• State Senator Lydia 
Edwards

• State Representative 
Brandy Fluker Oakley

Account Executive
65-year agency seeking account 
executive generalist with mini-

mum 5 years insurance experience, 
working knowledge of commercial 
and personal lines, demonstrated 

analytical skills and ability complete 
tasks independently. Our business is 

approximately 50%  commercial, 50% 
personal. Prefer full time but will 
consider part time for the right 

candidate. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Benefit package (full time). 
Candidates only please. Email resume, 

including references, c/o 
jeb@biggioinsurance.com,

 with subject line: Acct Exec.
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DEMOLITION DELAY: 
FENWAY/KENMORE

The Boston Landmarks Com-
mission has received the fol-
lowing applications to demol-
ish buildings in this neighbor-
hood: 300 The Fenway, Fen-
way/Kenmore, 02115, parcel 
#0401842001, demo application 
date: 2/28/2022. If a building is 
determined to be historically sig-
nificant, the Boston Landmarks 
Commission will schedule a pub-
lic hearing. You can view notices 
about upcoming Boston Land-
marks Commission public hear-
ings online.

RETURN OF  
THE SWAN BOATS

The Swan Boats will once 
again glide through the lagoon 
beginning Saturday, April 16. 
However, Romeo and Juliet will 
not be joining the boats in the 
lagoon this season, per The Bos-
ton Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment. The swans are a bonded 
pair and the male has begun 
demonstrating aggressive behav-
ior to guard his mate. The Parks 
& Recreation Department looks 
forward to acquiring a new pair 
of swans next year.

SUPERINTENDENT 
SEARCH PROCESS 
2022

The Boston School Committee 
is looking to hire a new Superin-
tendent to lead the Boston Public 
Schools by the end of this school 
year. To get involved in this pro-
cess you can share feedback on 
the attributes, values, and expe-
rience you’d like to see in the 
next Superintendent by emailing 
superintendentsearch@boston-
publicschools.org or via survey. 
The survey is available in mul-
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Lydia Edwards (from pg. 1)

make sure that even more people 
of all different backgrounds have 
opportunities to serve.”

With the recent wave of 
women elected to powerful polit-
ical offices like Mayor Michelle 
Wu, Senator Elizbaeth Warren 
and Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley, Edwards argues politics 
and a woman’s place in politics 
has become more reflective of the 
populations they serve. 

“I feel like our politicians are 
reflecting the people,” she said. 
“Half the population in Boston 
are women. So the fact that at 
least half of the City Councilors 
are women makes sense. It makes 
sense that our delegation in the 
House and Senate is including 
more and more women all the 
time. It makes sense that more 
women are running. I feel that 
there's a real shift. More women 
are saying, more mothers are 
saying, more single mothers are 
saying “I want in and I'm run-
ning” and I'm really happy about 
that. I think we should really be 
celebrating that because a lot of 
women are putting their hat in 
the ring and it's great. This is 
not to say that men don't have a 
place in politics–it's just itime for 
women to also be at the table.”

Growing up in the small rural 
town of Gwinn in the upper pen-
insula of Michigan, Edwards 
said there were plenty of strong 

women in her life that shaped the 
person she eventually became.

The first of these women, 
of course, is Edwards’s mother 
Bridgett. 

“I don't know too many 
people who grew up with a sin-
gle parent who aren't inspired 
by them,” said Edwards. “My 
mother joined the military in 
the  1970s and to see my mother 
get up every day to put on mil-
itary fatigues, put on combat 
boots and go to the base and 
then to also see her come home 
make dinner for me and my sis-
ter, Erica, help us pick out our 
prom dresses and help us with 
our school work gave me such a 
wonderful, well rounded view of 
power, grace and what it meant 
to be a real woman. That's why 
I'm so inspired by my mom.”

And when her mom was busy 
serving in the Air Force there 
were other women in the small 
town of Gwinn that would step 
in to ensure Edwards’s success. 

“I was blessed by having 
incredible public school teach-
ers, who were sometimes single 
moms themselves, but they were 
mentors to me and helpful,” said 
Edwards. “I would give a shout 
out to Mrs. Deshambo who was 
always there for us when my 
mother couldn't take the time 
off from work. This is a woman 
who got a substitute teacher for 

our history class, drove me nine 
hours to Detroit herself, got the 
hotel room herself and made sure 
I was there in person and avail-
able for my college scholarship 
interview—a scholarship that I 
was eventually awarded.”

There were also her women 
college professors that helped 
shape and inspire Edwards once 
she got to New York City. 

“Dr. Ellen Silver gave me the 
advice that people don’t have to 

like you but they should respect 
you,” said Edwards. “That 
changed my whole life and 
changed my whole perspective. 
I ended up becoming my class 
president. I ended up becoming 
the number one tutor in chem-
istry and math for a lot of the 
girls in my college. I ended up 
using what I was good at to help 

keep other women in college. 
At the beginning I didn’t think 
they liked me because they were 
from New York and I was sort 
of a tomboy from the Midwest. 
I told Dr. Silver that I felt the 
girls didn;t like me and it was 
hurtful. That’s when she told me, 
“Honey, they don’t have to like 
you but they have to respect you. 
In the end they respected me. I 
think that advice and that expe-
rience taught me that being liked 
is one thing but being respected 
is everything. So you use your 
talents to do what you can for 
people and that’s what I’ve tried 
to do ever since.”

In the end, Edwards said 
she hopes her role as a strong 
woman holding political office 
will inspire others to do the same.

“One of the greatest joys I get 
in this job is when moms or dads 
intentionally bring their little 
girls to me and say, “This is your 
State Senator” and to see a little 
girls’ eyes light up brings a spe-
cial honor because parents really 
want them to see what they can 
be,” said Edwards. “I didn't have 
a Sen. Edwards or a local woman 
politician to look up to growing 
up. So I remind myself everyday 
that there might be a little girl 
watching and that makes me 
incredibly proud and honored.”

State Sen. Lydia Edwards.

NEws iN BriEf Continued from Page 3
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Charlesgate Park (from pg. 1)

Back Bay, surrounding area’s weekly cOVID positive test rate increases

Emerald Necklace. Landing Stu-
dio has been working on some 
designs for the park, and the pro-
posal includes a new children’s 
playground as well as a dog park.

The project also aims to treat 
roadway runoff in the park, as 
well as daylight 250 of river that 

has been buried. More than two 
miles of new pathways are pro-
posed as well, and Charlesgate 
Park encompasses more than 13 
acres of parkland that this proj-
ect hopes to restore. Two bridges 
in the area are also structural-
ly deficient and there are many 
unsafe crossings, which will be 
remedied as part of this project.

Other goals include planting 
trees, increasing storage for flood 
water, and removing the “flood 
choke-point” in the Muddy 
River, according to a PowerPoint 
presentation about the project. 
Additionally, the project aims to 
restore the Fens Pond Bridge, the 
Fens Pond Gatehouse, and the 
Shurcliff Bridges.

Work on this project is ongo-
ing, is as gathering appropriate 
funds for its different pieces. The 
Emerald Necklace Conservan-
cy and the Charlesgate Alliance 
continue to work with city and 
state agencies as well as elected 
officials on making this vision a 
reality.

To learn more about the 

Tour attendees listened to Emerald Necklace Conservancy president Karen Mauney-Brodek talk about pro-
posed park improvements and were able to ask her questions.

Attendees stand in the area of Charlesgate Park where a dog park has been proposed. The wall in the 
background has been proposed to be removed, as it is not load-bearing. A similar wall across the way will 
also be removed as part of the project. Parker James of the Charlesgate Alliance shows maps to tour attendees. 

Parker James of the Charlesgate 
Alliance led off the tour by 
explaining some history of the 
area.

Charlesgate Revitalization Proj-
ect, visit charlesgatealliance.org 
and/or reach out to Veronika 

Trufanova, Director of Develop-
ment & External Relations at the 
Emerald Necklace Conservancy, 

at vtrufanova@emeraldnecklace.
org. 

By John Lynds 

With the city’s overall weekly 
COVID positive test rate steadily 
declining it’s safe to say removing 
Boston’s mask mandate and can-
celing proof of vaccination for 
indoor venues has not caused a 
huge spike in cases over the past 
month. 

However, there was a slight 
uptick in positive cases last week 
in the Back Bay, Beacon Hill, 

Downtown, the North End and 
the West End. 

Last week, 1,198 Back Bay, 
Beacon Hill, Downtown, the 
North End and the West End res-
idents were tested for the virus 
last week and 3.5 percent were 
positive--this was a 17 percent 
increase from the 3.3 percent that 
tested positive as reported by the 
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC) on March 14. 

Forty two additional residents 
contracted the virus between 
March 14 and March 21 and 
there are now 9,268 confirmed 
cases in the neighborhood since 
the start of the pandemic.

According to the BPHC 
12,982 residents were tested city-
wide last week and 2.3 percent 
were COVID positive--this was a 
4 percent decrease from the 2.4 
percent that reportedly tested 

positive for the week ending on 
March 14. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infec-
tion rates in each neighborhood. 
It also breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus increased 0.31 per-
cent last week and went from  

166,722 cases to 167,241 con-
firmed since the start of the pan-
demic.  

There were three additional 
deaths in Boston from the virus 
in the past week and the total 
number of COVID deaths is 
now at 1,434. Deaths decreased 
25 percent in Boston last week 
with one less death compared to 
the four deaths reported by the 
BPHC two weeks ago.
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Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

MGc says new project needs not to be within its purview

The team at Woods Hill Pier 4 welcomes back the warmer weather 
with a special Dollar Oyster Deal every Tuesday and Wednesday from 
5-6:30 p.m. at their Seaport location in the lounge and bar area. Guests 
are invited to overlook the waterfront while enjoying oysters on the half 
shell for only one dollar each
Woods Hill Pier 4 is located at 300 Pier 4 Blvd., Boston, MA 02210
For more information, visit www.woodshillpier4.com or call  (617) 981-
4577. 

WOODS HILL PIER 4 IN BOSTON’S 
SEAPORT DISTRICT LAUNCHES 

DOLLAR OYSTERSBy Stephen Quigley

The development project 
opposite the Encore casino on 
Lower Broadway cleared a major 
hurdle on March 14 when the 
Massachusetts Gaming Commis-
sion (MGC) voted that the new 
project does not need to be phys-
ically regulated by the MGC, but 
rather have several conditions 
added to the Gambling License 
that will address the commis-
sioners’ concerns.

The several conditions that 
will be added to the license will 
be as follows:

1)  The number of seats that 
can be installed at one time for 
“live entertainment.”

2)  Radius restrictions so that 
the same entertainer can perform 
elsewhere in the area.

3)  That the new development 
must follow the guidelines and 
rules of the Massachusetts Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

4)  There must be a security 
plan for the new garage at the 

development, as well as for the 
present garage under the gam-
bling establishment.  The com-
missioners want to make sure 
that children are not left unat-
tended in parked cars while their 
guardians are on the gambling 
floor of the casino.

5) Any future development 
proposed for the lower Broad-
way District Urban Renewal 
Plan that could be construed to 
be part of the gambling estab-
lishment would then need to be 
addressed by the MGC.

6) The employees at the 
garage, entertainment buildings, 
hotels, and restaurants of the 
new development are not subject 
to the MGC oversight.  Likewise, 
these new employees cannot be 
on the gaming floor except as 
visitors.

7) The last concern centered 
on the pedestrian bridge that will 
span the six-lane highway.  The 
commissioners wanted full archi-
tectural plans submitted within 
90 days of an application. They 

were concerned about the egress 
from the bridge as it neared the 
Encore buildings. This egress 
must be included in the final 
plans before construction can get 
underway. In addition, the secu-
rity plans for the bridge must 
include checkpoints and surveil-
lance cameras.

These concerns were first aired 
at the public hearing on Febru-
ary 28 and then discussed at the 
MGC meeting on March 10.

There was debate among the 
commissioners whether to wait 
to vote until a fully-written copy 
of conditions can be added to the 
Encore Gambling License.  How-
ever, all commissioners eventual-
ly agreed that there was ample 
evidence in the notes and record-
ings to show the intentions of the 
commissioners and their wishes. 

Jacqui Krum, who represents 
Encore, noted that all of the con-
ditions that were discussed were 
“agreeable” to the company.

The final vote was 4-0.

tiple languages at bostonpublic-
schools.org/supt-search.

FENWAY CORNERS 
VIRTUAL PUBLIC 
MEETING

On Wednesday, March 30, 
from 6-8pm, the BPDA will host 
an Article 80 Public Meeting in 
connection with the Draft Project 
Impact Report (“DPIR”) submis-
sion for the newly renamed Fen-
way Corners project, which was 
filed with the BPDA by WS-Fen-
way-Twins Reality Venture LLC 
(the “Proponent”) on Monday, 
February 7, 2022. Chinese Inter-

pretation will be provided for 
this meeting. Should you require 
interpretation in a language 
other than Chinese, please con-
tact Aisling Kerr (Aisling.Kerr@
boston.gov) and allow a mini-
mum of two (2) weeks’ notice. 
Please register in advance for 
this meeting through the follow-
ing link: zoomgov.com/meeting/
register/vJIsdu-oqzwpGp51a-gz-
ZobyMg4nUcjzmtQ

APRIL FOOL’S BIKE 
RIDE SET FOR APRIL 2

Bike to the Sea’s first ride of 
the year will be held on April 2, 

starting along the car-free North-
ern Strand Community Trail at 
Bent Water Brewing, 180 Com-
mercial Street, in Lynn. 

The April Fools’ ride is open 
to everyone and will start along 
the newest stretch of the trail 
before going on the bike lanes on 
Western Avenue, South Common 
Street, Market Street, and Broad 
Street. The 15-mile ride will also 
include a stretch on the East 
Coast Greenway in Swampscott 
before heading back to Lynn.  

The ride is rated “easy/inter-

News iN Brief Continued from Page 5

News Briefs  Pg. 9)

A rendering of the pedestrian bridge and the new complex. 
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CITY PAWS

Garden Planning with Pets in Mind 

Staff Report

Chef Michael Serpa and the 
Grand Tour team invite guests 
to join them in welcoming spring 
with wine from one of their 
favorite producers, Trimbach. 

To celebrate the season, Chef 
Michael Serpa’s Parisian-in-
spired restaurant, Grand Tour 
will be launching “Springtime in 
Alsace.” The Parisian-inspired 
restaurant will serve a special 
wine menu featuring one of 
Michael’s favorite wine produc-
ers – Trimbach – beginning  on 
Friday, March 25 and available 
while supplies last.

A historic, family-owned win-
ery in Ribeauvilé France, Trim-
bach has been making wine in 
Alsace since 1626. Among its 
many exceptional offerings, 
Trimbach is known for produc-
ing some of the world’s best Ries-
ling, with its Grand Cru Clos Ste. 
Hune regarded by many as the 
best of the best.

Grand Tour will be offer-
ing four Trimbach wines by 

the glass – the easygoing Pinot 
Blanc, the benchmark Riesling, 
Michael’s personal favorite the 
Riesling Cuvée Frèdéric Emile, 
and the under-the-radar but bis-
tro-friendly Pinot Noir.  Along-
side the by-the-glass offerings, 
Grand Tour will be showcasing 
additional Trimbach wines by 
the bottle including Pinot Gris 
reserve and three Grand Cru 
Rieslings – Geisberg, Scholos-
sberg, and the iconic Clos Ste. 
Hune.

To pair with the delicious 
wines, Grand Tour will be serv-
ing up an Alsatian classic and 
quintessential bar snack, Tarte 
Flambée on the “Springtime in 
Alsace” menu. Also known as 
Flammenkuchen, it is a crisp flat-
bread with créme fraîche, bacon 
lardons, and onions.

Grand Tour is located at 314 
Newbury Street Boston, MA 
02115. For more information or 
to make reservations, please visit 
www.grandtourboston.comor 
contact (857) 277-0800.

Newbury Street’s ‘Grand Tour’ 
celebrates arrival of spring with 
special wine menu

The Grand Tour on Newbury Street.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

“More than 20 million nov-
ice gardeners picked up a trow-
el for the first time swelling the 
ranks of American gardeners to 
more than 63 million accord-
ing to Bonnie Plants CEO Mike 
Sutterer,” so reported Pat Munts 
recently in Spokane, Washing-
ton’s The Spokesman-Review.

Some of these are the same 
folks who added companion ani-
mals to their lives. Since this is 
the time of year when gardeners, 
new and old, begin to work on 
their plots and plans, we wanted 
to share some essential consider-
ations on pet-friendly gardens.

Safety First
Insecticides, herbicides, weed 

killers, antifungals, and other 
garden chemicals are not the 
only pet dangers in a garden. For 
those, read the “Material Safety 
Data Sheets” available with each 
and decide what you find safe to 
use around your pets. Use care in 
storing these products in a pet-
proof manner. Watch for mush-
rooms that grow in wood mulch-
es. Those may be harmful.

Warnings from  
Er Veterinarians

Veterinarians in ER practices 
see dangers in a garden that most 
of us would never consider. Nat-

urally, they will warn you about 
plants that are poisonous to ani-
mals. Some are more dangerous 
than others but choosing plant 
material with your animals in 
mind can help you avoid a mildly 
sick pup or a trip to the emergen-
cy room. 

The ASPCA’s website has a list 
of plants that are toxic to dogs 
and cats. It includes some photos 
if you don’t know the name of a 
plant that you might have inher-
ited. Even those of us who don’t 
garden may want to visit the site 
because we’ve spotted toxic flora 
along the edge of sidewalks and 

Staff Report

On March 25, the StoveFac-
tory Gallery re-opens this spring 
with a bold and vibrant cele-
bration of color entitled “Vivid: 
Expressions of Intense Color.” 
According to the Gallery Chair, 
Julie Alailima and AGC Presi-
dent Dara Pannebaker, “Vivid” 
will include over eighty pieces 
of art from all forms of media. 
More than 160 sub-missions 
from 53 artists in an open and 
public call for art were consid-
ered – an AGC record!

“Vivid” also included a very 
special Guest Juror, Martha 
Starr. An AGC Member, Stove-

Factory Artist, and member of 
the Charlestown community, 
Martha aided in the difficult task 
of reviewing all of the art submis-
sions, and helped ensure that the 
pieces in the exhibition fit in the 
theme of the show and were high 
quality.

“Vivid” opens on Friday, 
March 25 from 5:00 – 8:00 PM 
(no reception). It will con-tinue 
to run the following Saturdays 
and Sundays (March 26 and 27, 
and April 2,  3 and 9 and 10) 
from 12:00 – 5:00 PM.

About the StoveFactory 
Gallery and Artists’ Group of 
Charlestown: 

The StoveFactory Gallery is 

a 950-square foot space in a 
renovated 19th century fac-tory 
building with exposed beam ceil-
ings, white walls, and windows. 

The Artists’ Group of Charles-
town (AGC), a non-profit orga-
nization, was founded in 1996. 
With grants, generous donors, 
and dedicated member volun-
teers, the AGC exists to fulfill 
its mission: to showcase artists’ 
works and to promote high-qual-
ity cultural programming for the 
local community. The StoveFac-
tory Gallery and Studios are the 
home of the Artists’ Group of 
Charlestown, where al-most all 
of their programming is held. 

Artists’ Group of charlestown 
kicks off their 2022 Events with 

“Vivid: Expressions of Intense color”

Some of the art that will be on display during the exhibit hosted by the Artists’ Group of Charlestown.

(City Paws Pg. 10)
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mediate” and will include off-
road paved and unpaved trails, 
as well as on-road bike lanes.

Parking is available in the lot 
behind the brewery or on Alley 
Street.

All are welcome to join the 
ride for free, but everyone rid-
ing must fill out a waiver at least 
once every year. And if you don’t 
have a Bike to the Sea Member-
ship then you may only join one 
ride organized by Bike to the Sea 
per year. Basic memberships cost 
$25/year and are available here.

If you’re interesting in partic-
ipating in this ride, please RSVP 
here. 

For more information, contact 
Pete Sutton at beausutt@hotmail.
com.

SJC ISSUES ORDER
RELAXING MASK 
MANDATE IN STATE 
COURTHOUSES

The Supreme Judicial Court 
(SJC) issued a new order on 
Monday regarding access to 
Massachusetts state courthouses, 
which relaxes the requirements 
with respect to the wearing of 
masks, effective March 23, 2022.

 The order continues to encour-
age the wearing of masks inside 
courthouses to protect against 
the transmission of COVID-19, 
especially by those who are at 
increased risk for severe disease 
or are not up to date on COVID-
19 vaccinations. Masks are no 
longer required, however, except 
under certain identified circum-
stances.

The order also continues to 
prohibit entry into courthouses 
by persons who have tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 within the 
previous 5 days, have symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19, are 

not up to date on vaccinations 
and have been in close contact 
with someone with COVID-19 
within the last 5 days, are await-
ing test results after experiencing 
symptoms, or should be in isola-
tion or quarantine.

THE LYRIC STAGE 
COMPANY OF 
BOSTON PRESENTS A 
GENTLEMAN’S GUIDE 
TO LOVE AND MURDER 

A Gentleman’s Guide to Love 
and Murder with Music and Lyr-
ics by Steven Lutvak and Book 
and Lyrics by Robert L. Freed-
man triumphantly finds its way 
to the Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston after originally sched-
uled to open on May 15, 2020. 
Directed by Lyric Stage Produc-
ing  Artistic Director Emeritus, 
Spiro Veloudos with Musical 
Direction by Matthew Stern with 
Choreography by Larry Sousa°, 
this Tony Award®-winning 
musical brilliantly and hilarious-
ly tells the story of wrongfully 
getting what is rightfully yours.

Charming and ambitious, 
Monty Navarro is in line for an 
earldom in the lofty D’Ysquith 

family. Eighth in line, that is. 
With a few tricks up his sleeve, 
he plots to speed up the line of 
succession all the while juggling 
the affections of two beautiful 
women, dodging suspicions and 
relying on fortunate twists of 
fate. Lyric Stage favorite Neil 
A. Casey* brings to life all eight 
members of the D’Ysquith fam-
ily including a pious clergyman, 
a pompous bodybuilder, an aging 
actress, and a misguided philan-
thropist. 

Performances begin Friday, 
April 15 and run through Sun-
day, May 22. Press Performance 
is Sunday, April 17 at 3pm. 

Featuring a cast of Boston 
stage favorites and newcomers to 
the Lyric Stage including Leigh 
Barrett*, Teresa Winner Blume, 
Neil A. Casey*, Aimee Doherty*, 
Jennifer Ellis*, Kate Klika, Lori 
L’Italien, Todd McNeel, Jr., 
Karen Murphy*,Robert St. Lau-
rence*, Phil Tayler, and Jared 
Troilo*.

Scenic Design is by Shelley 
Barish, Costume Design by Elis-
abetta Polito**, Lighting Design 
by Franklin Meissner Jr.**, 
Sound Design by Andrew Dun-
can Will, and Projection Design 
by Johnathan Carr. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
JOHN J. RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential
Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Weathertite Roofing
   & Remodeling Co.

508-942-4200

Many Roof Repairs Under $500 
All Gutter Work

New Roofs: Shingle, Slate, 
Copper, Rubber

All Decks, Porches, Wood Rot

WeathertiteRoofingMA@yahoo.com
FREE ESTIMATES | 30 Years Exp.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Prime Storage - 
Boston Southampton St. located at 
100 Southampton St., Boston, MA 
02118 intends to hold an auction 
to sell the goods stored by the 
following tenants at the storage 
facility. The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.storaget-
reasures.com on 4/13/2022 at 
12:00 PM. Unless stated otherwise 
the description of the contents are 
household goods and furnishings. 

Kristofer Garcia unit #1022 
contents: vending machine and 
household goods; Nathaniel Martin 
unit #1085; Lisa Freeland unit 
#1115; Christine Daka unit #2069; 
Junior Mota unit #3118; Rhonda L 
Persip unit #3221; Deborah Ann 
Bratkon unit #3306; Ismael Diaz 
unit #3309; Detarsha Jones unit 
#4069; Darwin Omar Solis unit 
#4073; Christine Peguero unit 
#4143. All property is being stored 
at the above self-storage facility. 
This sale may be withdrawn at any 
time without notice. Certain terms 

and conditions apply. See manager 
for details.

3/24/22, 3/31/22
BS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice Prime Storage 
- Boston Traveler St. located at 33 
Traveler St., Boston, MA 02118 
intends to hold an auction to sell 
the goods stored by the following 
tenant at the storage facility. The 

sale will occur as an online auction 
via www.storagetreasures.com on 
4/13/2022 at 12:00 PM. Unless 
stated otherwise the description of 
the contents are household goods 
and furnishings. Luis Ruiz -Romero 
unit #357. All property is being 
stored at the above self-storage fa-
cility. This sale may be withdrawn 
at any time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. See 
manager for details.

3/24/22, 3/31/22
BS

LEGAL NOTICES
The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.

News iN Brief Continued from Page 7

Staff Report

Boston Children’s Chorus 
(BCC) is thrilled to announce its 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Tribute Concert featuring 
more than 250 BCC voices will 
return this year to Boston Sym-
phony Hall. 

The concert, “Can You See the 
Stars?”, was originally scheduled 
for MLK Day 2022, but was 
moved to March 27, 2022, at 
4 p.m. in accordance with local 
COVID recommendations for 
indoor gatherings. On March 
27th the community gathers 
again in-person for the first time 
since the beginning of the pan-
demic 

Through song, BCC highlights 
the week leading up to the assassi-
nation of Dr. King as he  marched 
arm in arm with the sanitation 
workers in Memphis on strike 
against the city for unsafe  work-
ing conditions. Dr. King’s work 
for labor and civil rights paved 
the way for the activism that is 
embodied in the modern-day 
environmental movement. BCC’s 
singers take the stage and shine 
a light on how equity and justice 
are critical to the future of our 
environment.

This year’s program will fea-
ture community leaders and 
soloists including:

• Reverend William Bodrick 
is the Senior Pastor of the His-
toric Twelfth Baptist Church 
in Roxbury. Rev. Bodrick leads 
with dynamic preaching and gos-
pel-driven social engagement. 

• Renese King is a nationally 
recognized instrumentalist, cho-
ral director and arranger whose 
musical talents have taken her 

from gospel singing at the church 
podium to timpani playing on the 
Carnegie Hall stage. She brings 
her commitment to unifying and 
uplifting the community to BCC. 

• Alysia Lee is a Kennedy Cen-
ter Citizen Artist and Founder 
and Artistic Director of Sister 
Cities Girlchoir, the El Siste-
ma-inspired, girl empowerment 
choral academy in Philadel-
phia, Camden, and Baltimore 
in its tenth season. She is also a 
policymaker for the Maryland 
State Department of Education 
across five arts disciplines: music, 
dance, visual art, theatre, and 
media arts. Alysia is the series 
editor of Hal Leonard’s Exigence 
for Young Voices, the new choral 
series uplifting Black and Lati-
no composers for young choir 
ensembles. 

Climate justice is the central 
theme of all BCC’s 2021-22 pro-
gramming. As part of this year’s 
programming, BCC singers took 
the stage back in the Fall for 
WILD: A Musical Becoming 
featuring Tony Award-winning 
performer Idina Menzel and 
actress YDE. BCC is simultane-
ously gearing up for the second 
season of Opus Nuovo, a proj-
ect that commissions new work 
from composers of color revolv-
ing around a theme that reso-
nates with BCC’s youth singers. 
This year’s theme, "Now Is the 
Time,” features music focusing 
on the climate emergency. 

More information about the 
event and tickets can be found 
at: https://www.bostonchildren-
schorus.org/hear-us/19th-an-
nual-dr.-martin-luther-king-jr.-
tribute-concert-can-you-see-the-
stars/.

Boston children’s chorus 
announces 19th annual 
in-person tribute concert

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.
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Staff Report

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport) unveiled a 
new, bold agenda to reduce car-
bon emissions across all facilities 
and become Net Zero by 2031, 
coinciding with the Authority’s 
75th anniversary. The Roadmap 
to Net Zero focuses on 100% of 
the greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions directly controlled by Mass-
port-owned facilities, equipment, 
and purchased electricity, with 
continued influence in areas the 
Authority does not control. The 
plan outlines the steps Massport 
will take to reduce emissions 
within the decade, directly ben-
efitting neighboring communi-
ties and further preparing the 
Authority for the impacts of cli-
mate change. 

“Massport is committed to 
working with our surround-
ing communities to reduce our 
impacts to the environment, 
while remaining focused on sup-
porting the region’s economy,” 
said Massport Board Chairman 
Lew Evangelidis. “Massport’s 
Roadmap to Net Zero aligns 
with the Commonwealth’s cli-
mate goals.”

Massport will accomplish this 
by:

• Improving energy efficiency 
in buildings through design stan-
dards and operational controls;

• Transitioning to clean fuel 
sources such as renewable elec-
tricity, renewable natural gas, 
etc.;

• Generating as much renew-
able energy as possible on-site, 

and make off-site renewable 
energy purchases;

• Acquiring renewable energy 
credits, renewable identification 
numbers, and carbon offsets as 
a transition strategy, for the fos-
sil fuel sources that cannot be 
reduced, electrified or switched 
to renewable energy in the near-
term;

• Implementing all remaining 
facility-specific initiatives identi-
fied to ultimately reach net zero.

“The pandemic gave us an 
opportunity to rethink the way 
we do business going forward, 
and we are now on the path to 
Net Zero,” said Massport CEO 
Lisa Wieland. “This is a real 
commitment, with aggressive 
goals, tied to real actions that 
will take us to Net Zero by 2031, 
which also happens to be Mass-
port’s 75th anniversary. While 
we get our own house in order, 
simultaneously we will be work-
ing with our business partners on 
ways they can help reduce emis-
sions.”

For any areas where emis-
sions cannot be reduced to zero, 
Massport will invest in carbon 
offsets to reach the target. The 
Authority expects to be Net Zero 
without offsets by 2040. Carbon 
offsets are investments in GHG 
reducing projects, such as a solar 
farm, that diminish the impact 
of an organization’s own GHG 
emissions. Massport’s aim would 
be to purchase offsets that bene-
fit local projects within the Com-
monwealth.

“As an East Boston resident 
and community advocate, I’m 
glad to see Massport making 

this commitment to becoming 
Net Zero that will greatly benefit 
neighboring cities and towns,” 
said John Nucci, Massport Board 
member and Chair of the Com-
munity Outreach Committee. 
“Logan Airport and Massport’s 
other facilities create greenhouse 
gases that impact our neighbors 
and this plan takes real steps to 
improve air quality and reduce 
those impacts.”

Components of the phased 
plan controlled by Massport 
include items like upgrading 
lighting systems across all facili-
ties to LEDs, which has already 
been started, to rehabilitating 
Logan Airport’s Central Heat-
ing Plant, upgrading the Logan 
Express and shuttle bus fleet to 
electric vehicles, and installing 
more solar panels and renewable 
energy sources. 

There is also a section of the 
plan including emissions that 
Massport does not control, but 
can possibly influence. One such 
example of an area of potential 
influence would be to enable 
use of SAF at Logan. SAF, or 
sustainable aviation fuels, are a 
renewable/cleaner substitute for 
fossil jet fuels that reduce car-
bon emissions and improve the 
air quality. It is estimated that 
more than 99% of airline emis-
sions and approximately 50% 
of airport emissions worldwide 
are related to the combustion of 
jet fuel. This past fall, President 
Biden announced a goal for U.S. 
companies to produce at least 3 
billion gallons of SAF per year 
by 2030 and, by 2050, sufficient 
SAF to meet 100% of aviation 

fuel demand, which is currently 
projected to be around 35 bil-
lion gallons per year. Massport 
will work to enable use of SAF at 
our three airports and encourage 
our airline partners to transition 
to this alternative fuel while lon-
ger term strategies are evaluated, 
approved and adopted.

Massport currently has sever-
al programs to reduce emissions 
and has had success with envi-
ronmental initiatives. Past proj-
ects include:

• On-airport clean-fuel buses 
since the mid-1990s;

• In 2001, Hanscom Field 
became the first U.S. airport to 
earn ISO 14001 certification for 
its Environmental Management 
Systems (EMS);

• In 2003, Conley Terminal 
was the first U.S. container ter-
minal to implement an EMS and 
receive ISO 14001 certification;

• In 2005, Logan’s Terminal 
A redevelopment was the first 
LEED® Certified airport termi-
nal in the world;

• Installation of on-site renew-
able energy sources, including 
solar and wind;

• Developed more than 37 
acres of greenspace within our 
surrounding communities;

• two new parks currently 
being designed in East Boston 
will be an additional 8 acres

• Since 1990, Massport has 
invested more than $100 mil-
lion in High Occupancy Vehicle 
(HOV) transportation to and 
from Logan Airport, including 
the Logan Express system and 
free MBTA Silver Line service to 

South Station;
• In 2014, completed the Rent-

al Car Center at Logan- a LEED 
Gold certified building that con-
solidated nine rental car agencies 
into one center; reduced 100 
diesel buses trips to 28 hybrid 
buses per hour; decreased shuttle 
bus vehicle miles by 70%, with 
an accompanying 35% decrease 
in airport-related emissions. The 
facility also has rooftop solar 
panels that account for 5% of 
the building’s energy usage;

• Cut carbon emissions at 
Logan by 40% by 2019 – goal 
was 2020;

• Cut energy consumption at 
Logan by 25% by 2019 – goal 
was 2020.

Massport will continue to 
pursue outside funding to help 
pay for some of these projects. 
The Authority was recently 
awarded $600,000 by the Mass. 
Clean Energy Center for a pilot 
project to build electric vehicle 
infrastructure at Logan to cat-
alyze the electrification of the 
ride-for-hire industry. In 2020, 
Massport received a $4M VALE 
grant to acquire charging sta-
tions at Logan for eGSE (electric 
ground service equipment). The 
EPA granted Massport $500,000 
in 2018 to install airline owned 
eGSE charging stations at Logan’s 
Terminal B, and $330,000 in 
2015 for a Clean Diesel Project at 
Conley Terminal.

The next steps in the road map 
will be prioritizing the projects, 
further data analysis, creating the 
budget strategy, and timeline.

Massport announces goal to be Net Zero by 2031

poking through garden fences. 
These doctors also see dogs 

with scratches on their cornea 
from rose bushes, who have cut 
a paw on lawn edging, swal-
lowed wood chips or rocks used 
as garden decor, or have ingested 
“cocoa mulch” made from cocoa 
bean shells and potentially dan-
gerous to your pets.

We suggest that you pet-proof 
your garden with a dog or cat 
view inspection. While down low 
tending your plants, look around 
carefully and see what is going 
on at the four-paw level. Walk 
barefoot in the space to feel what 
might hurt or even cut a paw. 
Consider what your dog or cat 
can reach at full stretch. 

Garden Training
How safe a particular dog is 

in a garden depends on the age, 
breed, temperament, and how 
well-trained that pup happens to 
be. Like all other aspects of life 
with dogs, training your com-
panion to be a polite garden visi-
tor will take some effort. 

Small breeds are designed to 
be human companions, these 
guys are normally easy on a gar-
den. But, dogs with high energy, 
strong instincts to dig, guard, or 
hunt need careful monitoring 
and correction.

Indoors Too!
The other day, we watched 

our Westie Poppy doing her best 
to reach the herbs we grow in a 

hydroponic planter. She used a 
step stool kept handy to work on 
the plants in the back and could 
almost reach the mint trailing 
over the edge. 

That mint wouldn’t have hurt 
her, but there are plants that, 
while safe for humans, could 
be dangerous for her. Keep any 
questionable plants out of reach. 
Remain alert. Leaves can fall, 
plant food can spill, the gardener 
could be a bit careless, and your 
dog or cat might be sickened by a 
plant despite your best efforts to 
keep the two apart. 

Do you have a question or 
topic for City Paws? Send an 
email to Penny@BostonZest.
com with your request.

Citw Paws (from pg. 8)

Some gardens also serve as memorials to beloved animals.
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The domed entrance in the last clue is on 481 Commonwealth Avenue 
built in 1897 and designed by architect William York Peters. Today’s 
answer is from a 1915 photograph that is part of the Boston Transit 
Archive. 

You’ll find the next clue in the South End.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

ThIS WEEK'S cLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

ThIS WEEK'S ANSWEr

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BACK BAY 
Mehrotra, Rishabh   Bruce RT                212 Beacon St #3            $4,025,000  
Balmuth, Miriam J Margaret Mccarthy RET   300 Boylston St #712       $3,800,000 

BEACON HILL
Cai, Wenting           Staffiere Jr, Arthur C  21 Beacon St #6S             $565,000  
21 Beacon G3 LLC Lakis FT            21 Beacon St #G3              $1,700,000   
Century Sky LLC Gould, Jeffrey       34-1/2 Beacon St #12      $5,650,000  
Jordan H Doran 2007 RET  Yin, Hang 58 Beacon St #4                 $4,230,000  

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
MSGM LLC Fish, Anatoly M        11 Aberdeen St #3A          $600,000 
Kerr, Carolyn E Johnson, Patrick    31 Concord Sq #1          $1,400,000  
Myers, Jayne Y            Highline 52 Dwight LLC 52 Dwight St #1               $3,475,000  
Hye-Lee, Kang M Winter, Gregory J 85 E Brookline St #4       $705,000   
Han, Jinyu           Sethvarangkul, Pakdee    120 Mountfort St #206       $810,000  
Morgan, Spencer         Cantin, Stephen A     16 Upton St #1                 $1,825,000  
BGRS Relocation Inc Lin, Tun T 11-C Waltham St #1            $770,000  
Lee, Jonathan R BGRS Relocation Inc 11-C Waltham St #1         $750,000
Kelsey, Ilana A Larsson, Carolina      28 Isabella St #28           $685,000  
Stephanie Briguglio T   Lauer, Thomas         400 Stuart St #22E             $3,900,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Axford, Jacqueline        Cotter, Colleen 80 Broad St #606             $708,000  
Boston Harbor 31H LLC Guerreri, Andrea 85 E India Row #31H            $876,500  
Ferrara, John           Helen Lin LT           1 Franklin St #5103           $5,500,000  
Greene, Peter B        Chin-Lee, Raymond D   100 Fulton St #2W          $1,050,000  
Rist, Wendy L Zaragoza-Watkins, M D    5-9 Hudson St #5S        $875,000  
Kassler, Mitchell A Otey, Michelle 300 Pier 4 Blvd #4L       $1,640,000  
Yajnik, Vijay           Rushaid, Hana A 580 Washington St #903         $1,840,000

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

March Madness
ALL NEW ADS 

1/2 PRICE

ad special

FINAL WEEK BLOWOUT

for run week of 3/30

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  

aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888

OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900

FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss

Mon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm

385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 

Thursday, January 13, 2022Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(PEru Pg. 8)

(BPDa Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmEralD nECklaCE Pg. 5)
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City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/Cass Pg. 3)
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The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(wOrkIng grOuP Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(ElIOt sChOOl Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.
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PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.
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Undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.
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3 Joy Street, PenthouSe
4 Bedrooms | 3 Full 1 HalF BatHrooms | 3,752 square Feet

Listed At $5,999,999

172 Newbury Street • Boston, Massachusetts • 617.236.0711

oPen houSe
sunday, marcH 27tH 

12:00pm-1:30pm

13 GlouceSter Street, unit 1
3 Bedrooms | 2 Full 1 HalF BatHrooms | 1,596 square Feet

Listed At $2,350,000

Mark Doherty

617-645-5888
MDoherty@caMpionre.coM

aMy Jacobs

617-645-6902
aMy@caMpionre.coM

oPen houSe
sunday, marcH 27tH 

11:30am-1:00pm
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