
Many residents oppose  
current location

By Lauren Bennett

A virtual, city-sponsored com-
munity meeting was held for the 
cannabis dispensary proposed 
for 329 Columbus Ave. in the 
South End on May 16. The dis-
pensary, called Herbal Power, 
is being proposed by a team of 
Equity Program applicants, and 
the majority of the company’s 
ownership is women.

Desiree Franjul, co-owner and 
founder of Herbal Power, as well 
as Yomari Chavez, a member of 
the Herbal Power team, present-

ed the proposal to more than 100 
residents on Monday evening. 
There have been several previous 
community meetings about the 
proposal, but this was the man-
dated city-sponsored meeting.

Franjul said that the proposed 
hours for the dispensary would 
be 9am to 10pm, seven days a 
week. The design for the store 
would be a “chic, boutique feel” 
with “warm, pastel colors” that 
would be “inclusive and welcom-
ing.”

She also went over some of the 
traffic and parking details for the 
proposal, saying that an analysis 

Staff Report

The Party in the Park lun-
cheon was held on May 11 at 
the Pinebank Promontory in 
Jamaica Plain. Together, more 
than $550,000 was raised to 
support the 1,100-acre Emerald 
Necklace park system that serves 
as a backyard for residents and 

a destination for more than one 
million visitors each year. Karen 
Mauney-Brodek, President of the 
Emerald Necklace Conservan-
cy, welcomed the guests. Mayor 
Michelle Wu joined the event 
and spoke on the importance of 
public parks and the work of 
the Emerald Necklace Conser-
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Channell Dagesse and Renisha Talbot.

Party in the Park fundraiser 
brings in over $550,000

Rev. Taylor 
bids farewell 
to Old South 
Church

By Dan Murphy

Rev. Nancy S. Taylor will 
deliver her final sermon on 
Sunday, May 22, at Old South 
Church, bringing an end to her 
17-year tenure as the church’s 
20th Senior Minister, as well as 
her 40 years in the ministry.

Rev. Taylor earned degrees 
from Macalester College (B.A.), 
Yale Divinity School (M.Div.), 
and Chicago Theological Sem-
inary (D. Min.) and previously 
served at churches in Idaho, Con-
necticut, and Maine. She also 
served as Minister and President 
of the Massachusetts Conference 
of the United Church of Christ 
(UCC) from 2001 to 2005 and 
was Moderator of the General 
Synod of the UCC (1999-2001) 
- the highest elected volunteer 
position in the denomination.

On Oct. 3, 2004, Rev. Tay-
lor was called by a vote of the 
congregation as the 20th Senior 
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Rev. Nancy S. Taylor. Old South Church’s Senior Minister Emeritus, as 
well as its outgoing 20th Senior Minister and Chief Executive Officer.

Minister of Old South Church, 
becoming the first female Senior 
Minister in the history of the 
church, which dates back to 
1669. Her first day on the job 
was Jan. 24, 2005, and her first 
act in her dual-role as Senior 
Minister and Chief Executive 
Officer was to close the church 
due to the crippling snowstorm 
that had struck Boston.

That April, Old South Church 
held its first Blessing of the Ath-
letes service to honor runners 
participating in the Boston Mar-
athon one day ahead of the foot-
race.

Some members informed Rev. 
Taylor before that year’s Mar-

athon they wouldn’t be seeing 
her at the Sunday services one 
day before the footrace due to 
the challenges of getting to the 
church as the city was making 
preparations for the event.

But in their place, Rev. Tay-
lor quickly realized that 30,000 
Marathon runners would be 
descending on the neighborhood 
who could instead fill the pews.

Since its inception, Old South 
Church has held “Blessing of the 
Athletes” every year except for 
2020, when like the Marathon 
itself, the services were sidelined 
by the pandemic.

(taylor Pg. 2)

City holds community
meeting for Herbal 
Power dispensary

John Bailey, Sonya Bhabhalia,, Pam Beale, Karen Mauney-Brodek, Parker James, and Mia Jean-Sicard. See 
more photos on page 6.



PA G E  2 M Ay  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

e d i t o r i a l

Buffalo, Laguna Woods, Houston – the world 
gets crazier every day

Guest Op-ed
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NO END IN SIGHT FOR OUR 
RECURRING NATIONAL NIGHTMARE

The horrific and tragic mass shooting that occurred in Buffalo, New York, 
on a quiet Saturday afternoon in a supermarket in a predominantly Black 
community once again has highlighted how the intersection of racial hatred 
fomented by the internet and the easy availability of assault weapons of mass 
destruction are causing carnage in communities all across America.

The reality is this: There is no place in the United States that is free from 
the spectre of gun violence. 

The small community of Winthrop is coming up on the one-year anni-
versary of the shooting death of two Black residents by a young white man 
armed with a high-capacity handgun on an early-summer Saturday after-
noon on a peaceful residential street.

And, similar to the shooter in Buffalo, the white gunman in Winthrop 
espoused white supremacist views with Nazi emblems among his personal 
belongings and, it is believed, was en route to a nearby synagogue, though 
fortunately he was stopped by a Winthrop police sergeant who shot him 
dead just a few blocks away.

As usual, the aftermath of the tragedy in Buffalo brought calls for regula-
tion of the internet to stop the spread of hate movements and for the regu-
lation of the sale of the military-grade weaponry that makes such incidents 
possible. 

But as usual, it's all just a lot of talk. Meaningful gun control by Congress 
never will happen because of the stranglehold upon the Republican party 
(and some Democrats) by the gun lobby, despite overwhelming public sup-
port for such measures.

And the internet only grows more toxic day-by-day and lurks as a haven 
for white supremacists to spread their hateful messages on the Dark Web.

America is trapped in a recurring nightmare of a reality of our own cre-
ation that, no matter how many times we replay it, we are unable to change.

IF WOMEN WERE WORLD LEADERS,
THERE WOULD BE NO MORE WARS

It's well-known that men constitute most of the sociopaths among us. A 
sociopath by definition lacks empathy, a person who has no conscience.

Although childhood trauma and abuse can alter a person's brain, socio-
paths for the most part are born, not made. High-tech imaging has shown 
that the part of the human brain that triggers an empathetic response in most 
people is non-functioning (or functions minimally) in sociopaths.

It is estimated that only one percent of humanity are sociopaths, but of 
those, 75-90% are men. And while there are women who are sociopaths, 
they tend not to be violent. Sociopathic women share the same traits -- 
pathological lying, for example -- as male sociopaths, but their goal generally 
manifests itself in financial gain.

The young Russian/German woman who conned New York society 
(depicted in the Netflix series, Inventing Anna) and Elizabeth Holmes, who 
fleeced investors in her blood analysis company of hundreds of millions of 
dollars, are examples of female sociopaths.

Sociopathic men also are con artists. Some psychologists have estimated 
that 10 percent of the men who work on Wall St. are sociopaths such as 
Bernie Madoff.

But sociopathic men almost exclusively are the serial killers in our society 
-- Ted Bundy and others like him -- whose crimes horrify us.

Sociopathic men also are the dictators who have wrought carnage on our 
planet. Hitler, Stalin, Kim Jong-un, and Vladimir Putin readily come to mind.

And when you combine a sociopathic personality with male testosterone, 
the end result is what we see happening every day in Ukraine.

World events of the past two years have brought to the forefront the strong 
women who are the heads of their countries -- Jacinda Ardern of New Zea-
land, Kaja Kallas of Estonia, Sanna Marin of Finland -- and Angela Merkel 
was the top leader in Europe for 16 years until she recently stepped down.

We are not suggesting that women are better than men, or vice versa.
But in our opinion, it seems reasonable to believe that if all of our world 

leaders were women, there would be no more wars.

By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

A good person did not 
enter a grocery store in Buffa-
lo, New York killing ten peo-
ple and wounding multiple 
others.  A good person did 
not enter a church in Laguna 
Woods, California wounding 
many and killing one person. 
A good person did not enter 
a Houston, Texas flee market 
killing two and wounding at 
least three more.  These are 
evil people. The police officer 
who heroically fought back in 
the Buffalo grocery store with 
a gun was a good person. He 
was trying to protect the other 
good people who were in the 
grocery store. 

If America rounded up all 
the guns and used them for 
only police officers and the 
military, there would still be 
evil people. Evil plots, make 
irrational decisions and go to 
depraved levels to carry out 
their heinous acts. What an 
evil person does is beyond 
the comprehension of every-
day moral people. A mentally 
depraved person thinks in a 
sphere of unreality. They have 
thoughts no one else would 
ever think. Pathetically they 
put their thoughts into action.   
The Buffalo shooter drove 
hundreds of miles. He bought 
tactical gear and wore protec-
tive armor that enabled him to 
withstand the security guard’s 
bullets and kill the security 
guard. 

Generally, people used 
to live their lives concerned 
about what God or a higher 
power thought about them. 
They were interested in pleas-
ing God, their parents, the 
school teacher, coach or clergy 
leader. Today, insanity is bow-
ing down to the god of social 
media. The deranged Buffa-
lo shooter wore a camera so 
that his social media followers 
could see what he was doing. 
People often video themselves 
sky diving, jumping off cliffs, 
singing or whatever to show 
their followers what they are 
doing. The Buffalo shooter 
took it to another level and 
will most likely be mimicked 
by others. It’s interesting that 
social media has the power 
to ban a former President but 
it can’t control or prevent an 
insane live video feed of some-
one wanting to show others 
that he is killing people. 

Evil people will find a 
way to carry out their evil 
schemes. They will find a way 
to get guns or use cars, planes, 
trucks, fire or whatever to hurt 
others. The people killing peo-
ple in churches and grocery 
stores are not deer hunters. 
They aren’t wild turkey or 
rabbit hunters. They aren’t the 
average citizens who just want 
a gun for their bedside table 
for protection. The people 
perpetrating these crimes are 
deranged. 

Our society must find a way 
to unarm those who are dis-

playing outward signs of cra-
ziness or have any records of 
unlawful activity. Once again, 
it’s difficult to keep guns out 
of the hands of bad people 
because evil works very hard. 
However, we must continue to 
try. 

Grocery stores, church-
es and most businesses will 
eventually have locked doors. 
You will need a card to unlock 
the door much like hotels use 
today. You will need your 
name and information reg-
istered with the business or 
house of worship before you’ll 
be able to enter. Armed guards 
like airport security guards will 
check your identification when 
you come to the door. This 
still doesn’t protect the fam-
ilies playing in a city park or 
those gathering in an open-air 
sidewalk café. To some extent 
we will always be vulnerable, 
everywhere.

The world has felt crazi-
er every day for the last two 
years. This past weekend 
proved again that it’s not get-
ting better. 

Glenn Mollette is the pub-
lisher of Newburgh Press, Lib-
erty Torch and various other 
publishing imprints; a national 
columnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opinions, 
analysis, stories and features 
appear each week In over 
500 newspapers, websites and 
blogs across the United States.

“The Marathon is so spe-
cial to Boston because it’s the 
oldest, peaceful international 
athletic competition and some-
thing we’re happy to be a part 
of,” said Rev. Taylor. “A lot of 
runners aren’t running to win 
– they’re running to beat can-
cer or running for some other 
cause, or because they’ve over-
come addiction.”

The inaugural “Blessing of 
the Athletes” in 2005 attract-
ed less than a dozen runners, 
said Rev. Taylor, while in 
subsequent years, three ser-
vices were typically held for 
the athletes on the day before 
the race, with each one filling 
the church’s sanctuary to its 
850-person capacity.

“Since we started in 2005, 

the Blessing of the Athletes just 
grew year by year with more 
and more athletes finding their 
way here by word of mouth,” 
said Rev. Taylor.

The Blessing of the Athletes 
took on an even deeper reso-
nance in the aftermath of the 
2013 Marathon bombings.

“In 2014, we stepped out-

(taylor Pg. 3)
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side, and there was a line down 
the block and the next block,” 
said Rev. Taylor. “We were just 
overwhelmed by the runners 
needing a place to be blessed, to 
be held, to be honored. Running 
that year took a lot of courage.”

That same year, Old South 
Church also honored runners 
with its Marathon Scarf Project.

“After 2013, two members 
of the church were anticipating 
that the next year would be hard, 
different, and scary for runners,” 
said Rev. Taylor. “So they con-
ceived of a project to recruit peo-
ple to knit scarves in blue and 
yellow – the colors of the Boston 
Athletic Association.”

Rev. Taylor added, “We were 
hoping to get a couple of hun-
dred scarves to wrap around the 
runners, but we ending up getting 
over 7,000 from every state and 
from several other countries.”

In fact, the scarves knitted and 
donated for the runners were so 
abundant that the postal carrier 
arrived day after day in a truck 
to deliver them.

“It was a bonding experience 
because there was a shared trau-
ma,” said Rev. Taylor. “The Scarf 
Project was part of helping peo-
ple to move through and beyond 
the trauma.”

And the legacy of the Scarf 
Project lives on today when run-
ners in attendance for the Bless-
ing of the Athletes services are 
seen donning the scarves.

“Every year since then, I have 
seen many parishioners in town 
wearing the scarves,” said Rev. 
Taylor. “Everyone did them dif-
ferently, but you know what they 
are by the colors.” 

Rev. Taylor’s tenure also saw 
the formation of G(RACE) 
Speaks, a standing committee 
that, according to the church, 
promotes “sacred conversations 
about matters of race within 
the life of Old South Church.” 
G(RACE) Speaks was formal-
ly established in 2018, she said, 
although it had been meeting 
as an ad hoc committee since 
around 2015.

“When you’re 350 years old, 
you might have a lot to atone 
for,” said Rev. Taylor, pointing to 
the church’s “history of enslav-
ers.”

Seven of the Old South’s 28 
founding members owned slaves, 
she said, as did four of its first 
eight senior ministers. 

“A great many members who 
joined the church were also 
enslaved,” added Rev. Taylor.

Among them was Phillis 
Wheatley, the first published 
African American author and a 
member of Old South during the 
American Revolution. 

Old South was the church she 
chose for herself as a free woman 
and where she would be baptized 
into on Aug. 18, 1771. (As was 
often the case, freed slaves, like 
Phillis Wheatley, didn’t often 
choose to become a part of the 
churches of their former enslav-
ers, said Rev. Taylor.)

Moreover, Rev. Taylor said, 
“In the 1600s and 1700s, Old 
South welcomed more people of 
African descent than other Bos-
ton churches.”

With this in mind, Old South 
Church has held an annual Sun-
day of Remembrance since 2015, 
at which time the names of Afri-
can members from the 1600s, 
1700s, and early 1800s are read 
aloud. The names of these mem-
bers (few of whom were buried 
in marked graves) are also etched 
onto brass leaves on the Memo-
rial Tree in the church’s colum-
barium.

“Old South Church leaders 
remain committed to having 
sacred conversations around 
race,” said Rev. Taylor. “That 
is the purpose of G(RACE) 
Speaks - to create opportunities 
for sacred conversations on race, 
and to face the past and present, 
and to work towards becoming 
an anti-racist church.”

In the aftermath of the Mar-
athon Bombings, Old South 
Church also went to great lengths 
to help combat Islamophobia.

“When the Marathon Bomb-
ings happened right outside the 
front door to the church, there 
was a rush to condemn it as a 
Muslim-inspired event,” said 
Rev. Taylor. “And working with 
a variety of interreligious leaders 
– Christian, Jewish, and Islamic 
– we supported each other, and 
I think we helped calm people 
down.”

On April 18, 2013 – just days 
after the bombings - Rev. Tay-
lor spoke during “Healing Our 
City: An Interfaith Service” at 
Cathedral of the Holy Cross in 
the South End. President Barack 
Obama was in attendance, along 
with federal, state and local offi-
cials. First responders, civic lead-
ers from communities along the 
Marathon route, medical person-
nel, and victims and their fami-
lies, as well as volunteers from 
the Boston Athletic Association 
were also present.

“Having Christian and Jew-
ish leaders show solidarity with 
their Muslim colleagues was an 
important symbol of our com-
mitment to overcoming hate in 
all of its guises,” said Rev. Taylor.

Other milestones for Old 
South under Rev, Taylor’s lead-

ership include the church’s 
recognition in 2011 as a UCC 
“Center for Excellence,” and she 
also helped oversee the church’s 
350th anniversary in 2019. 
She tripled Old South’s weekly 
worship offerings by launching 
two additional services shortly 
after her arrival, and as CEO, 
she  initiated the sale of one of 
the church’s Bay Psalm Books 
(which sold for $14.2 million in 
2013) and  launched Old South’s 
first Capital Campaign to ensure 
the church will continue its min-
istry well into the future.

During her tenure with Old 
South, Rev. Taylor’s minis-
try  received countless awards, 
including City Mission’s Light 
to the City Award (2019), The 
Emma Willard School Distin-
guished Alumni Award (2019), 
The National Center for Race 
Amity’s Medal of Honor (2018), 
The Andy Gustafson Generos-
ity Award (2017), The Rabbi 
Murray I. Rothman Award for 
outstanding inter-religious lead-
ership (2011); Yale Divinity 
School’s award for Distinction in 
Congregational Ministry (2009); 
and the Religious Coalition for 
the Freedom to Marry Building 
Bridges Award (2006).

She has also been awarded 
honorary degrees by Piedmont 
College (2015), New England 
School of Law (2010), and Alb-
ertson College of Idaho (1998).

In recognition of all that Rev. 
Taylor achieved with Old South, 
its Church Council has approved 
the creation of the Nancy S. 
Taylor Leadership Fellowship, 
which will be funded through an 
endowment and offered annually 
to a seminary student.

“The ‘Taylor Fellow’ is in 
addition to the seminarian Old 
South already supports, and will 
target seminary students in their 
third or final year,” according to 
the church’s website.  “The Tay-
lor Fellow will serve the church 
from 12-15 hours per week and 
have a selected area of focus to 
further advance and expand Old 
South’s diverse ministries and the 
Fellow’s gifts and skills.”

Rev. Taylor said, “Part of the 
ministry has been confirming Old 
South Church’s role as a teaching 
church. We identify the brightest 
and best of young ministers and 
seminarians, try to recruit them, 
mentor them, and send them out. 
There are extra-gifted ministers 
across the country that have been 
mentored at Old South Church 
in Boston.”

As for the significance of the 

Fellowship established in her 
name, Rev. Taylor said, “It means 
perpetuating the work of being a 
teaching church and endowing 
it. I’m so honored by this I can 
hardly believe they did it.”

To learn more about the Nancy 
S. Taylor Leadership Fellowship, 
visit https://www.oldsouth.org/
nancy-s-taylor-leadership-fellow-
ship, or https://secure.givelively.
org/donate/old-south-church-in-
boston/taylor-leadership-fellow-
ship to donate.

Asked about Rev. Taylor and 
her most meaningful contribu-
tions to the church, Kate Silfen, a 
longtime member of  Old South 
and its Church Historian, as well 
as the author of the recently pub-
lished “The Really Useful Guide 
to the Senior Ministers of Old 
South Church in Boston,” wrote: 
“Nancy has continued Old 
South’s long tradition of having 
prophetic preachers who use the 
pulpit to promote human rights 
and racial justice. 

“Nancy has taught us to revere 
the Old South Church’s long his-
tory of being at the forefront of 
promoting equality and social 
justice, and in doing so, she has 
helped us move boldly into the 
future. Under Nancy’s watch, 
Old South has joined the Sanc-
tuary Movement for immigrants 
in danger of being deported. In 
2015, Old South hosted the Bos-
ton Warm Day Center for the 
homeless after the abrupt clos-
ing of services on Long Island 
bridge. We now have a Climate 
Crisis Task Force that is seeking 
to address the existential threat 
of climate change.

“It is hard for us to envi-
sion Old South, Copley Square, 
and the City of Boston without 
Nancy’s prophetic voice at the 
helm,’” added Silfen.

Rabbi Or Rose, who is a pro-
fessor at Hebrew College in New-
ton Centre, where she’s based, 
as well as the Director of the 
Miller Center for Interreligious 
Leadership and Learning, wrote: 
“Nancy Taylor is a pioneering 
religious leader, who has worked 
tirelessly over the last 17 years to 
cultivate a vibrant, inclusive, and 
caring church community in the 
heart of Boston. Her ministry has 
also led her to become a leader 
in the interreligious community 
of Greater Boston, playing a key 
role in bringing together people 
from different walks of life to 
work for the common good.” 

Rabbi Rose added, “As a 
mid-career rabbi and educator, 
I have benefitted greatly from 

Nancy’s mentorship over the last 
decade or so. She possesses an 
unusual combination of pasto-
ral and strategic skills grounded 
in an unwavering commitment 
to helping people discern their 
unique callings as beings created 
in the Divine image.”    

Although Rev. Taylor is leav-
ing Old South,  she will continue 
to co-chair the Dean’s Advisory 
Council at Yale Divinity School 
and serve as an independent 
trustee of Pax World Funds, as 
well as chair of the Funds’ Gov-
ernance and Nomination Com-
mittee. She will also remain on 
the Advisory Boards of both the 
Miller Center for Interreligious 
Leadership (Hebrew College) 
and the Center for Religion an 
American Public Life (Boston 
College) and continue to serve as 
a trustee of Revolutionary Spac-
es, and trustee emeritus of the 
Benjamin Franklin Cummings 
Institute of Technology.

 After she delivers final ser-
mon at Old South on Sunday, 
Rev. Taylor will hold the title of 
Senior Minister Emeritus, and 
she will continue to live local-
ly, but don’t expect to see her 
around the church very often 
going forward.

“I will make myself scarce 
with respect for the church, and 
to encourage and allow new 
leadership to take root there,” 
she said.

Knowing that this Sunday’s 
sermon will close out her 40 years 
in the ministry has admittedly 
been somewhat overwhelming 
for Rev. Taylor.

“The past few months have 
been full of emotion, exhila-
ration, pride, and some sad-
ness and trepidation about the 
future,” she said. “The most 
dominant emotion is gratitude – 
gratitude for the churches where 
I’ve served, especially Old South 
Church, for the lay leaders who 
have expended so much thought-
ful time, energy, and personal 
financial resources to fuel the 
ministry of churches like Old 
South Church.”

But in the end, Rev. Taylor 
said, “It’s the people that make 
all of these ministries happen, 
and they make it happen because 
they care about God’s Will. They 
feel inspired to make the world 
a kinder, fairer, more beautiful, 
and safe place.”

To view Old South’s tribute to 
Rev. Taylor, including a timeline 
of her tenure with the church, 
visit https://www.oldsouth.org/
nancy.

Taylor (from pg. 2)
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BBAC approves slate of work at Ayer Mansion
By Lauren Bennett

The Back Bay Architectural 
Commission (BBAC) on May 
11 approved a slate of work 
proposed for the Ayer Mansion 
at 395 Commonwealth Ave, 
designed by Louis Comfort Tif-
fany.  

Joe Cornish, Director of 
Design Review for the Boston 
Landmarks Commission, report-
ed that the building is a “five 
story stone rowhouse” that was 
sold to its current owner along 
with 397 Commonwealth Ave. 
In March and April of this year, 
the “Commission approved a 
rear addition and rooftop addi-
tion as well as new landscaping 
at the front and rear yards.”

Architect Rob Clocker pre-
sented the proposal, saying that 
the “building is in very good 
shape,” and that there will be 
“no visual change to the front 
facade” as part of this proposal. 

He said that the rear facade, 
which faces Marlborough St., 
is “not especially noteworthy,” 
and features a “regular brick 

wall  with a regular pattern of 
windows.” There are two win-
dows on the first floor that are 
“unusual in size and configura-
tion,” Clocker said, but they are 
not original to the building.

The proposal also includes an 
eight foot wide garage door on 
the rear facade for entry to the 
basement parking. The buildings 
at 395 and 397 Commonwealth 
Ave. are also being separated, he 
said.

“This building is being handled 
independently,” he said. “We are 
looking at returning to its use as 
a single family home,” which is 
what it had been designed as. A 
roof deck is also proposed, for 
which a mockup has been cre-
ated. Clocker said that the deck 
is not visible from Marlborough 
St., nor is the existing safety rail 
that will be kept.

On the front facade, the 
non-original fence will be 
replaced, and a plaque on the 
door for Bayridge Residence will 
be removed and repaired. The 
fire department beacon will be 
removed, as it is “no longer nec-

essary” for the building’s return 
to a single family home.

All windows on the front 
facade are non-original, and will 
be replaced with custom wood 
windows on levels two, three, 
and four, except for a window 
int eh center of the balcony that 
is original and will be retained. 

The door will also be refur-
bished and a transom will be 
installed. On the rear facade, all 
non-original windows will be 
replaced with wood windows. 

There are two openings in the 
rear that “seem to be original to 
the facade,” Clocker said, and 
the proposed to either leave them 
as is or “put a bay into each of 
these to make them match.”

Clocker also talked about the 
proposed landscape plan, which 
includes the replacement of the 
iron fence. He said that there will 
be “low planting” like hedges, 
and the existing magnolia tree is 
in “good health” and will remain 
and an Eastern Redbud tree is 
proposed for the rear.

“It’s such an important build-
ing,” said Commissioner Robert 

Weintraub. “You did an amazing 
job; this is a very impressive pre-
sentation. I’m not against any-
thing you presented.”

Commissioner Zsuzsanna 
Gaspar said that “I think it’s a 
lovely building, and you did a 
lovely job on it. And I especial-
ly enjoy those two windows that 
you are healing this building 
with, so it’s going to do a lot of 
good for the neighborhood.”

During public comment, Sue 
Prindle from the Neighborhood 
Association of the Back Bay 
(NABB)’s Architecture Com-
mittee, said that “we were very 
impressed with this. I’m even 
more impressed with it tonight.” 
She did have some questions 
about the two windows in the 
rear, saying that the larger one 
“is slightly bowed,” while the 
other is “flat.” She said that “our 
sense was that they should both 
probably be the same.”

Jeanne Pelletier, who said she 
has worked on this building for 
23 years, said that “I do think 
that there was a great sense of 
adherence to the details of the 
building and I do appreciate 

that.”
She mentioned that the archi-

tect had said that the transoms 
on the first floor will be retained, 
but “those are currently plastic 
inserts where stained glass win-
dows were. That center stained 
glass window is in existence and 
is in the house and should be 
restored and replaced.” She said 
the existing plastic inserts were 
approved as a “temporary mea-
sure.”

The team said that they know 
about the stained glass window 
that has been kept, and said that 
the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission will also provide 
feedback on the building. They 
also said that the building is 
“currently being marketed,” and 
the new owner will be responsi-
ble for that window. 

Pelletier said that “that win-
dow was crated carefully” in 
2006, and uncrated two years 
ago. She said it “was in phenom-
enal shape” and “needs fairly 
minor restoration work to be 
installed.”

had been conducted by engineer-
ing consultant Fuss & O’Neill. 
It was found that the dispensa-
ry would have “no significant 
impact to existing conditions,” 
according to a slide presented, 
and there are also “numerous 
transit points within steps of our 
location,” including the MBTA 
Orange Line at Back Bay station, 
bus lines, two public parking 
garages, and street parking. 

“The buffer zone conflict is 
located within a separate neigh-
borhood,” the team said. Franjul 
also said that the analysis showed 
that most customers will visit the 
dispensary on foot, by bike, or 
by public transit. 

Franjul also talked about secu-
rity and nuisance and abatement 
plans, which include a Good 
Neighbor Agreement signed by 
all customers, and security plans 
by the Windwalker Group. She 
said that staff will “monitor the 
exterior to ensure there is no 
double parking.”

She also said that “anti-diver-
sion training will be provided for 
all employees,” and only those 
21 and older will be allowed 
in the store. Identification will 
be verified before people are 
allowed in, and the dispensary 
“reserve[s] the right to deny sales 
to any individual.”

All products are also tracked 

through a system, she said.
Yomari Chavez then talk-

ed a little bit about community 
benefits, saying that the team 
is “working with MassHire to 
hire locally,” as well as donat-
ing to the South End Technology 
Center. She said that other ben-
efits include the traffic analysis, 
“beautification and revitalization 
of vacant storefront,” and an 
“increased security presence.” 

Franjul said that two private 
abutters meetings have been held, 
and the team has also previously 
met with the Ellis Neighborhood 
Association, City Council Pres-
ident Ed Flynn, and “individual 
abutters at their request.” She 
said the team is “happy to con-
tinue meeting and engaging with 
the community as we move for-
ward.”

Many residents came out to 
comment on this proposal, with 
a large number of people saying 
they are opposed to the location 
of the dispensary, but not the 
dispensary itself. Some suggest-
ed it be located on Gray Street 
instead. People cited issues of 
traffic and parking on this stretch 
of Columbus Ave., as well as 
safety concerns for children 

Others were in support of the 
proposal, saying they support 
the minority and women-owned 
business and the local jobs it will 

provide, and some did not agree 
that it will cause any issues in the 
area. 

Deb Lawrence, a Columbus 
Ave. resident, spoke up about 
issues with parking. “There 
is no parking at all in front of 
329 Columbus,” she said, and 
believes that “people will park 
illegally,” so she thinks a dif-
ferent location would be more 
appropriate for the dispensary.

In the chat, Trey Williams, 
who lives on West Concord St., 
said he is “in support of Herbal 
Power.”

Also in support was Lilly Oca-
sio, who said that her “family has 
been in this community for many 
generations…Black Latinos have 
been fighting to remain a part of 
the neighborhood. It’s time we 
start recognizing the diversity in 
this community and be inclusive 
to all.”

Jennifer Forsythe, who owns 
units two, four, and five at 329 
Columbus Ave., said that “we are 
directly above the unit.” She said 
that when Coda, the restaurant 
that was in the space previously, 
cooked French fries, the “smell 
permeated the entire building.” 
She had concerns about odor 
from marijuana coming through, 
as well as issues with parking 
and cars in front of the building.

Lesley Delaney Hawkins, the 

attorney for Herbal Power, said 
that “we’re not manufacturing in 
any way on the site. All product 
will be sealed at all times.” She 
said that while “concerns with 
odor” are “certainly valid,” they 
“related more to cultivation and 
manufacturing.” She added that 
no packing will be done on the 
premises either. 

Franjul added that there is 
a “seed to sale cannabis track-
er that tracks all products. Our 
goal is to be a friendly neighbor.” 
All customers will be required to 
sign a “friendly neighbor agree-
ment,” and if patrons are found 
opening or consuming products 
outside the store, they will be 
banned from making future pur-
chases.

“If they want to be good 
neighbors they will not put it 
there,” said “Nessans iPhone” 
in the chat, speaking of the 
dispensary. “There are school 
buses that drop kids off in the 
afternoon, they should not be 
exposed to this…There is a pub-
lic park across the road that the 
local community uses that will be 
impacted by this.”

Paul Tellier said that he has 
a list of “over 120 residents in 
opposition,” and said that he has 
issues with “traffic, safety, and 
parking in an already dangerous 
intersection.”

Jessica Vazquez, a West Ded-
ham St. resident, expressed her 
support for the dispensary in the 
chat. “I have lived in the South 
End for 41 years,” she wrote. “I 
would support this proposal. The 
applicants have ties to the com-
munity and I believe they should 
be supported as a women owned 
company.” She said that “I don’t 
believe this business will cause 
problems,” and she believes the 
owners will “give back to the res-
idents by offering local jobs.”

Julie Hasse said she has issues 
with “parking” and “disrup-
tion,” and also takes issue with 
the fact that the City Year head-
quarters is nearby. She said that 
there are a “number of young 
adults who are coming there,” 
and is concerned about the 
“influence this could have on 
them.”

Others shared concerns for 
the safety of area children and 
school bus drop offs. 

“We do care about this neigh-
borhood and the kids in the com-
munity,” Franjul said, adding 
that this location would not have 
been proposed if it were with-
in 500 feet of a school or child 
care center. “I do appreciate your 
feedback and we’re listening.” 

The full meeting was recorded 
by Kim Crucioli, the mayor’s liai-
son for the South End. 

(BBAC Pg. 5)
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BBAC (from pg. 4)

PHOTOS BY DAVID HILL

Folks mingled with one another at the USES Neighborhood Gala at SoWa on May 12.

Staff Report

United South End Settle-
ments (USES) raised more than 
$450,000 as part of its annual 
Neighborhood Gala at SoWa in 
Boston’s South End last Thurs-
day night, May 12, marking a 
triumphant in-person return for 
its signature fundraising event 
and surpassing the organization’s 
fundraising goal.

The event featured remarks 
from Chief Executive Officer Jerrell 
Cox, who was recently appointed 
to the role after serving as co-exec-
utive director for the past year, as 
well as outgoing Board Chair Julia 
Johannsen and incoming Board 
Chair Carmen Duarte.

“I am the grandson of Otis 
L. Day, a sharecropper and a 
sharecropper’s son who escaped 
the cotton fields of Georgia to 
Boston to raise his family” said 
Cox in a speech that traced his 
longtime connection to USES 
from his time as a participant of 
Camp Hale, which the organi-
zation operates in New Hamp-
shire, to running the nonprofit 
as it enters its 130th year. “As I 
stand here before you tonight, I 
am so proud to be the new CEO 
of USES, the organization that is 
responsible for helping the hopes 
and dreams of so many families 
like mine come true.”

The gala generates critical 
revenue for USES to contin-
ue its work, offering programs 
that holistically support low-in-
come families in the South End 
and surrounding communities 
in achieving economic mobility. 
USES’ two-generational model 
offers programs ranging from 
early childhood education, after 
school programming, and the 
Camp Hale summer camp, to job 
training and placement with one-
on-one coaching for parents and 
caregivers.

The Neighborhood Gala, the 
organization’s first in-person 
fundraising event since the pan-

demic, was attended by about 
300 guests, including Boston 
City Council President Ed Flynn, 
Boston City Councilors At-Large 
Ruthzee Louijeune and Julia 
Mejia, State Representative Jon 
Santiago and King Boston Exec-
utive Director Imari Paris Jef-
fries. Guests gathered outdoors 
at SoWa to enjoy food and cock-
tails from their many neighbor-
hood partners, including South 
End and greater Boston favorites 
like Above and Beyond Catering, 
Flour Bakery + Café, Horizon 
Beverage Group, Jamaica Mi 
Hungry, Moyzilla, Riverwalk 
Brewing Co., Samuel Adams, 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka, and 
Zinneken’s and danced the night 
away to beats from DeeJay MoT.

The event was co-chaired by 
Duarte and Board Member Jen-
nifer Coplon. 

United South End Settlements 
Neighborhood Gala raises 
more than $450,000

Board Chair Julia Johannsen and Cox strike a pose after surpassing 
USES’s fundraising goal of $450,000.

Executive Director Jerrell Cox addresses the crowd.

Members of USES’s Neighborhood Gala Host Committee gather just prior to Thursday night’s event.

Pelletier said that she does 
not believe the proposed fence is 
appropriate for the property. 

“Quite frankly, I think it’s not 
in keeping with the caliber of the 
house,” she said, and having a 
more “plain” fence is “far more 
preferable.”

She also said that she likes the 

work proposed in the rear.
Laurie Thomas of the Garden 

Club of the Back Bay said that 
“we are delighted to see the East-
ern Redbud going in the back. 
It’s a very good choice of tree.”

Tom High from backbayhous-
es.org said that the team has done 
an “excellent job” with this pro-

posal, and agreed with Pelletier 
that “it is probably more appro-
priate to have a simpler fence, or 
possibly no fence at all.” 

Pelletier confirmed that a 
photo from when the house was 
first constructed shows no fence 
at all, and no handrail. 

The Commission also dis-

cussed Prindle’s point about the 
windows on the back, settling on 
an agreement that the two win-
dows should be different from 
each other.

The motion was to approve 
the proposed work with the pro-
visos that those two windows 
differ, details like the front fenc-

ing and the handrail be remand-
ed to staff, the stained glass 
transom will be “restored as 
appropriate,” and the other two 
that do not exist anymore should 
be replicated. The Commission 
voted unanimously to support 
the motion.
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Photos by Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu’s Fenway 
Coffee Hour was held on May 
18 in Ramler Park, and many 
neighbors and community sup-
porters turned out to mingle with 
one another and enjoy fresh fruit 
from Star Market and coffee 
from Dunkin’. 

“We are really trying to build 
a city for the future; a city that 
includes everyone and to do so on 
a scale in city government where 
we can demonstrate results every 
single day,” Wu said at the event.

“I just think it’s so import-
ant for folks who don’t know 
to know that it wasn’t that long 
ago that the park you’re standing 
in today was a surface parking 
lot in Fenway—20 years ago…
and when you look at this oasis 
that we’re in the midst of today, I 
think you really see exactly what 
it means for a civic community to 
come together and for people to 

invest time, energy, and love into 
the heart of the city,’ said District 
8 City Councilor Kenize Bok.

Also in attendance were Dis-
trict 5 City Councilor and candi-
date for Suffolk County District 
Attorney Ricardo Arroyo, State 
Sen. Will Brownsberger, State 
Rep. Jon Santiago, and State 
Rep. Jay Livingstone. 

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

MAYOR’S COFFEE HOUR IN FENWAY

District 8 City Councilor Kenzie Bok chats with Ed Burke and Gerald 
Cooper.

District 5 City Councilor and candidate for 
Suffolk County District Attorney Ricardo 
Arroyo.

Ishraq Boutaleb, a community organizer for the Fenway 
CDC, works on the community painting at the Mayor’s 
Fenway Coffee Hour in Ramler Park on May 18.

State Sen. Will Brownsberger, State Rep. Jon Santiago, Mayor Michelle Wu, and State Rep. Jay Livingstone.

Liz Barnes, Elizabeth Bertolozzi, and Brenda Velez.

State Sen. Will Brownsberger, Fenway CDC 
Board member Mia Jean-Sicard, and Fenway 
community activist and resident Kristen 
Mobilia. 

Mayor Michelle Wu chats with a 
Fenway resident.
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SPRING CLEANUP AT PETERS PARK

CITY OF BOSTON
HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAY
Saturday, May 21, 2022
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
400 Frontage Road,
Boston Ma 

Proof of Boston
residency required.
We will not accept any
waste from businesses.

Find the list of accepted
items at
boston.gov/hazardous-
waste 

Photos courtesy of Mary Chowdhury

A spring cleanup was held at 
Peters Park on May 15 from 9am 
to noon. The event brought out 
about 35 residents to weed, spread 
more than 5 cubic yards of mulch, 
and plant flowers in the park. 

Several students from Cathe-
dral High School pitched in to 
help with the work. Dunkin’ 
donated donuts and coffee in the 

morning, and pizzas were donat-
ed by Union Park Pizza at lunch 
time. Mulch was also donated by 
Landscape Express and the City 
of Boston, according to Friends of 
Peters Park board member Mary 
Chowdhury, who added that the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
and the Office of Civic Organiz-
ing also lent tools to the group. 

“A good day at the park!” 
Chowdhury said.

Thomas Mannion (Councilor Erin Murphy’s office), Sincere Tavares, Christian Rojas, Mike Longo, Cynthia 
Curtis, Asst. Athletic Director Mike Parham

Janet Bath pulling out the weeds.Rick Jack cleaning up near the Shawmut side.

From left to right: Jonas Pena, 10th grade, Athletic Director Derrick Beasley, and Kyree Egerton, 11th grade, 
Jim Wayman
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Party in the Park (from pg. 1)
vancy. Karen Abbott, President 
and CEO of Boston Harbor 
Now who received the Liff Spir-
it Award, gave a moving speech 
about her career and meaning of 
the award to her. Janet Wu was 
the event emcee and David Lom-
bardo was the auctioneer.

“Party in the Park, the Emer-
ald Necklace Conservancy’s sig-
nature fundraising event, funds 
capital improvements and essen-
tial tree care in the parks,” noted 
Karen Mauney-Brodek, Presi-
dent of the Emerald Necklace 
Conservancy. “It also supports 
our education programs, free 
public programming, advocacy 
efforts and special initiatives. We 
are extremely proud of the work 
the Conservancy has done for 
nearly 25 years to maintain and 
improve the Emerald Necklace, 
and to connect our communi-
ties to these parks – your parks 
– which are such an important 
part of our city, and our collec-
tive efforts to manage climate 

change. In this year, as we mark 
the bicentennial of the Necklace’s 
creator, Frederick Law Olmsted, 
we are especially humbled by the 
power of these special places to 
heal, restore and bring us togeth-
er.”

The luncheon also featured 
the presentation of the Liff Spirit 
Award to Kathy Abbott, Presi-
dent and CEO of Boston Harbor 
Now—a superior park advo-
cate who has made an indelible 
impact on the preservation of 
waterfront parks and open space 
in Massachusetts. The award is 
named in honor of the late Bos-
ton Parks Commissioner Jus-
tine Mee Liff, who served from 
1996 until her passing in 2002. 
“Boston, the Commonwealth, 
our country and the world need 
exceptional parks… to help 
heal our wounds and lead us 
to a safer, healthier, and more 
fulfilling future,” shared Kathy 
Abbott, 2022 Liff Spirit Award-
ee.

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BLANCHARD

Kathy Abbott, Karen Mauney-Brodek, Mayor Michelle Wu, Ben Taylor, and Commissioner Ryan Woods.

Jenna Bates, Danielle Frissell, Dune Thorne, Julie Hume Gordon, Liz Brookhiser, Kathleen McIntyre.Gayle Perry, Lisa Pierpont, and Ricardo Rodriguez take a selfie.

MAYOR’S NEIGHBOR-
HOOD COFFEE HOURS

Mayor Wu’s Neighborhood 
Coffee Hours are a unique 
opportunity to speak directly 
with the Mayor and staff from 
City departments about open 
space and their neighborhoods. 
Dunkin’ will be on-site to keep 
Bostonians runnin’ with freshly 
brewed and full of flavor Iced 
Coffee and assorted fan-favor-
ite MUNCHKINS® donut hole 
treats. In addition, each family 
in attendance will receive a free 
flowering plant provided by the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department, while supplies last. 
Dunkin’ will brew up even more 

event fun with Dunkin’-izedlawn 
games and gift card giveaways. 
Residents at each event will be 
eligible to win a raffle prize from 
Dunkin’. Fresh fruit will be pro-
vided by Star Market. Additional 
support by City Express. 

The Back Bay/Beacon Hill 
neighborhood coffee hour will 
take place on May May 25 from 
9:30-10:30 am on the Arlington 
St. section of the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall.

The Bay Village/Chinatown 
coffee hour will take place on 
June 2 from 9:30-10:30am in 
Elliot Norton Park–295 Tremont 
St. 

The South End neighborhood 

coffee hour will take place on 
June 10 from 9:30-10:30am in 
Peters Park–230 Shawmut Ave.

  
HURLEY SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISER–CLUB 
TROPICALIENTE:  
FRIDAY, MAY 20, 8PM

Neighborhood parents for the 
Hurley School (NPHS) is excit-
ed to announce that the Hurley 
School annual fundraiser, Club 
TropiCaliente, is back after a 
two year break! Join us on Fri-
day, May 20, 8PM - midnight at 
Artists for Humanity for a fun 
evening celebrating our amazing 
school and our neighborhood 

communities.

SWEET & SOUR, LLC 
COMMUNITY MEETING, 
TUESDAY, MAY 31, 6PM

• Join Zoom Meeting here.
• Meeting ID: 829 0038 2193
• Call-In Number: 301-715-

8592

NATIONAL BIKE TO 
WORK DAY

Boston’s National Bike to 
Work Day Festival will be on 
May 20, 2022 between 7 and 
9 a.m. in Downtown Crossing. 
Register at boston.gov/bike-to-
work-day.

SO MUCH TO LOVE 
ABOUT SOWA IN JUNE

SoWa First Friday will be held 
on June 3 from 5 to 9 p.m. at 450 
Harrison Ave., as will SoWa Sun-
days on June 5, 12, and 26, while 
Sunday June 19 will be a two-fer. 
The SoWa ArtWalk will return 
on Friday, June 17 from 5 to 9 
p.m.; on Saturday, June 18, from 
noon to 8 p.m.; and on Sunday, 
June 19, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Visit http://sowaartists.com for 
more information.

news in Brief

(news briefs Pg. 9)
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Staff Report

Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción 
(IBA) on May 9 announced the 
appointment of Eric García as 
Director of IBA Preschool. Eric 
touts more than 15 years of 
experience in stewarding family 
childcare center-based programs 
and extensive knowledge of early 
education administration. He has 
also demonstrated an astute ded-
ication to sustaining and improv-
ing the educational quality of the 
programs he leads to achieve the 
highest level of excellence estab-

lished by national and state stan-
dards.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Eric García as IBA’s new Pre-
school Director,” said Dr. Vanes-
sa Calderón-Rosado, CEO of 
IBA. “As our young children 
navigate an increasingly diverse 
and dynamic world, we are 
confident that Eric’s impressive 
track record in the early child-
hood education field, Spanish 
and English fluency, and commit-
ment to bolstering programmatic 
success will positively shape our 
children’s lives and growth, as 

well as provide critical support 
and guidance to our educators.”

As IBA’s new Preschool Direc-
tor, Eric will focus on ensuring 
IBA Preschool students are posi-
tioned to thrive in Kindergarten 
and beyond by helping them 
develop the bilingual, social, 
emotional and cognitive skills 
needed to excel. Eric takes this 
a step further by also support-
ing early childhood educators 
through strengthening their own 
abilities and professional growth. 
His collaborative approach to 
working with parents ensures 
that the school’s extensive pro-
gramming is designed to meet 
the developmental needs of their 
children.

“I am deeply inspired by IBA’s 
devotion to ensuring the future 
success of the families and chil-
dren that they serve,” said Eric 
García. “It is my hope that my 
lifelong commitment to early 
childhood education and the 

News iN Brief

Call 781-485-0588 
to get your ad in the 

directory today.

SERVICE DIRECTORY
JOHN J. RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential
Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Malden Gaming District 
to host summer festivals

Staff Report

The City of Malden is pleased 
to announce that the 2022 Mal-
den Summer Festivals will be 
taking place 12-4PM on Sat-
urday, June 4th, Saturday, July 
16th, and Saturday, August 13th. 
Pleasant Street will be trans-
formed into an open-air market 
that will feature artists and arti-
sans, vintage clothing stores, and 
much more!  

Located next to the Malden 
Center MBTA Orange Line sta-
tion, the area is also home to 
Malden’s Gaming District. This 
is the place to go if you want to 
quest at Boda Borg, conduct a 
science experiment that is a lot 
like mini-golf, play and stock up 
on Magic cards, shoot some bil-
liards, try a racing simulator or 
sing your heart out at Karaoke. 

Visit www.MaldenGamingDis-
trict.com for even more options.

In addition, the Summer Fes-
tivals will feature a live music 
stage— set on the corner of 
Washington and Pleasant Streets 
— that will always feature a 
musically diverse mix of bands. 

The line-up for June 4th is:
12:00PM The Mark Cataldo 

Quartet
1:00PM The Discompany 

Band
2:00PM The Eric German 

Latin Sextet
3:00PM Borderline
Easily accessible by Orange 

Line, but FREE Parking is avail-
able at both of the City’s garages 
at 170 Centre Street or 7 Jackson 
Street. Please visit www.City-
OfMalden.org/SummerFestivals 
to learn more.

(IBA Pg. 10)

NOW HIRING!

Small Equipment Operators - 
Charlestown. MA

$4,000 Sign on Bonus!
Competitive Pay, Great Benefits!

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS:
18+ Years of Age - 1+Years Relevant 

Experience - 2A/1C Hoisting License: Must 
be willing to obtain within 90 days of start.

Call or apply online for 
immediate consideration!

1-877-220-5627
careers.wm.com

Equal Opportunity Employer
Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

WASTE MANAGEMENT

City Council President Ed Flynn participated in a Downtown public safety walkthrough on May 13.
“We had a productive walking tour of various streets in Downtown Boston,” Flynn said. “We discussed 
public safety & quality of life issues. Let’s continue working together! Thank you Boston Police Department, 
Boston Transportation Department, Downtown Boston BID, the Downtown Boston Residents’ Association, 
MBTA Transit Police, Office of Neighborhood Services, and Chief Jascha Franklin-Hodge.”

COUNCILOR FLYNN PARTICIPATES IN DOWNTOWN 
PUBLIC SAFETY WALKTHROUGH

ESPLANADE COMMUNITY 
DAY RETURNS 
 SATURDAY, MAY 21

Don’t miss the Esplanade 
Association’s annual Community 
Day on Saturday, May 21. Come 
to the park for a day of pro-
gram-packed events, including 
the Esplanade 5K from 9 a.m. 
to noon (learn more and register 
at https://runsignup.com/Race/
MA/Boston/Esplanade); the free 
GroundBeat concert curated by 
BAMS Fest from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at DCR Hatch Shell (reg-
ister at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/groundbeat-music-con-

cert-featuring-bams-fest-2022-
tickets-329088742287); and the 
Movement Music Session – a fam-
ily-friendly music and movement 
session designed for children and 
their caregivers presented in part-
nership with the Boston Music 
Project – from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Esplanade Playspace (visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
esplanade-community-day-mu-
sic-movement-session-2022-tick-
ets-338483070977 to register).

The event will also feature 
food trucks, vendors, and more. 
Visit esplanade.org for more 
information.

Continued from Page 8

Eric García joins Inquilinos Boricuas en 
Acción as the new Preschool Director



PA G E  1 0 M Ay  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

LEGAL NOTICES

Staff Report

Building on her campaign 
commitment to deliver a Green 
New Deal for Boston Public 
Schools (BPS), Mayor Michelle 
Wu on May 12 laid out a $2 bil-
lion plan to overhaul BPS facil-
ities, including new construction 
and renovation projects, as well 
as district-wide upgrades. The 
plan will be kickstarted by a 
$605 million investment in the 
FY23-27 Capital Plan to launch 
major new projects, with new 
staffing and planning tools to 
deliver urgent improvements for 
BPS communities. 

The Green New Deal for BPS 
will accelerate work to decar-
bonize the City’s building sector, 
while delivering urgent improve-
ments to environmental health, 
justice and safety for BPS stu-
dents, families and educators. 
BPS facilities make up nearly half 
of City-owned building emis-
sions. School construction, reno-
vation, and retrofit projects will 
support citywide climate action 
while also building communi-
ty resilience to extreme weather 
events. 

Mayor Wu made the 
announcement alongside Super-
intendent Brenda Cassellius and 
School Committee Chair Jeri 
Robinson, standing in front of 

the McKinley Elementary School 
and McKinley South End Acad-
emy–one of the highest needs 
school buildings in Boston, serv-
ing some of the City’s most mar-
ginalized students. The McKinley 
is one of several schools targeted 
for major investment, with a pro-
gramming study proposed in the 
FY23-27 Capital Plan to bring 
students, families, and educators 
to the table to collaboratively 
assess the school’s needs and pro-
pose a vision for improvements.   

“The Green New Deal for 
Boston Public Schools is a pledge 
to listen to and rebuild trust with 
our communities,” said Mayor 
Michelle Wu. “This is a new, all 
hands on deck approach, with 
new financial resources, plan-
ning tools, and staff capacity to 
deliver urgent improvements to 
our school buildings. With stu-
dents, families, and educators at 
the table, we’ll continue investing 
until every school can cultivate 
the healthy, nurturing environ-
ment our kids deserve.”

The projects reflected in the 
FY23-27 Capital Plan include 
14 new school construction or 
major renovation projects, as 
well as significant upgrades to 
athletic facilities at White Stadi-
um. Also included in the plan are 
district-wide capital investments 

that will bring facilities improve-
ments to nearly every BPS com-
munity, including energy and 
water efficiency upgrades, the 
installation of solar panels, reno-
vations to bathrooms and kitch-
ens, school yard improvements, 
and the installation of air condi-
tioners and drinking water foun-
tains. These projects represent a 
significant increase in City funds 
for school facilities projects and 
an acceleration of major new 
projects. Only nine new schools 
were built in Boston in the last 40 
years, leaving decades of deferred 
maintenance to address urgently.

“Every child deserves a 
modern, up-to-date and well-
equipped learning environment 
that stimulates their creativity 
and fuels their excitement about 
learning,” said Dr. Brenda Cas-
sellius, Superintendent of Boston 
Public Schools. “Creating high 
quality schools in every neigh-
borhood was a goal of mine 
when I first came to Boston. The 
City’s commitment to creating 
21st-century school buildings 
and classrooms across Boston is 
an important step forward for 
our students and families, and 
for the entire BPS community.” 

“This is a once in a genera-
tion opportunity to modernize 
our school facilities while also 
investing in projects that will 
help ensure a healthier planet for 
all,” said Boston School Com-
mittee Chair Jeri Robinson. “The 
School Committee looks for-
ward to working in partnership 
with students, families, teachers, 
and the entire BPS community 
to make this vision a reality for 
Boston’s young people.”

"The condition of our BPS 
facilities has long been a civil 
rights issue, and this historic 
investment is generations over-
due,” said City Councilor Ken-
dra Lara. “With the looming 
climate crisis, Boston should be 
setting the standard for green 
infrastructure, and a Green New 
Deal for BPS sets a clear, bold 

vision that guides us in the right 
direction. I'm excited to partner 
with BPS students, families, and 
staff to deliver on that vision."

For the first time, students, 
families, and educators can use 
a new Building Dashboard–built 
internally by the BPS Facilities 
team over the last year–for a 
comprehensive look at the data 
guiding the City’s capital project 
proposals. The Building Dash-
board integrates data from across 
30 different maintenance catego-
ries with the SY22 Opportunity 
Index, which assigns a score to 
schools that serve the highest con-
centrations of students in need 
based on a variety of factors. The 
Dashboard then assigns each BPS 
facility a Building Needs Score to 
assess facilities holistically across 
the entire district, and is updated 
by the BPS Facilities team as new 
information becomes available. 
By providing an objective assess-
ment of relative need, the Dash-
board informs the prioritization 
of school buildings targeted for 
renovations or other upgrades in 
the FY23-27 Capital Plan.

The City is also investing in 
new tools to guide more trans-
parent, data-based, effective deci-
sion-making on school facilities 
for future Capital Plans. Starting 
this spring, BPS is working with 
Bureau Veritas Technical Assess-
ments, LLC to develop a Facil-
ities Condition Assessment to 
independently validate the data 
in the Dashboard, provide an 
objective and detailed analysis of 
our school buildings’ needs, and 
make recommendations for ren-
ovations and upgrades. The full 
study will be completed in 18-24 
months. In addition, the Public 
Facilities Department is working 
with DLR Group, Inc. to develop 
a School Design Study to work 

collaboratively with BPS com-
munity members to create pro-
gramming and design guidelines 
for safe, sustainable, and inspir-
ing school facilities. This study 
is intended to accelerate the 
programming and design phases 
of future projects, enabling the 
City of Boston to take on school 
facilities upgrades at an unprece-
dented pace. It will be complete 
in 12 to 18 months from when 
the project kicks off this summer.

The new approach to school 
facilities management will be 
driven by a coordinated, interde-
partmental team. To spearhead 
a new approach to BPS facilities 
planning, Mayor Wu has asked 
Dion Irish, Chief of Operations 
for the City of Boston, and 
Indira Alvarez, Chief Opera-
tions Officer for Boston Public 
Schools, to manage an interde-
partmental team. Mayor Wu’s 
FY23 budget proposal includes 
25 new staff positions to exe-
cute on school construction and 
renovation projects, including 
project managers, coordinators, 
and construction directors. This 
new staff capacity will be key to 
ensuring that this work is deliv-
ered efficiently, effectively, and 
on a clear timeline while mini-
mizing disruption to school com-
munities.

This announcement builds 
on Mayor Wu’s commitment 
to expanding opportunities for 
Boston’s youth including recent 
expansions of Early College and 
Innovation Pathways program-
ming and the Summer Youth 
Jobs program and the launch of 
a partnership between the Public 
Works Department and Madison 
Park Technical Vocational High 
School to train high school stu-
dents in electric vehicle mainte-
nance.

Mayor Wu launches Green New Deal for Boston Public Schools

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Prime 
Storage - Boston South-
ampton St. located at 100 
Southampton St., Boston, 
MA 02118 intends to hold 
an auction to sell the 
goods stored by the follow-
ing tenants at the storage 
facility. The sale will occur 
as an online auction via 

www.storagetreasures.com 
on 6/8/2022 at 12:00 PM. 
Unless stated otherwise the 
description of the contents 
are household goods 
and furnishings. Mark W. 
Mullaney  
unit #3312; Brittany Hamm 
unit #4007. All property is 
being stored at the above 
self-storage facility. This 
sale may be withdrawn at 
any time without notice. 

Certain terms and condi-
tions apply. See manager 
for details.

5/19/22, 5/26/22
BS

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice Prime 
Storage - Boston Traveler 

St. located at 33 Traveler 
St., Boston, MA 02118 
intends to hold an auction 
to sell the goods stored 
by the following tenants 
at the storage facility. 
The sale will occur as an 
online auction via www.
storagetreasures.com on 
6/8/2022 at 12:00 PM. 
Unless stated otherwise the 
description of the contents 
are household goods and 

furnishings. Andre Wright 
unit #368. All property is 
being stored at the above 
self-storage facility. This 
sale may be withdrawn at 
any time without notice. 
Certain terms and condi-
tions apply. See manager 
for details.

5/19/22, 5/26/22
BS

IBA (from pg. 9)

nonprofit sector will bolster the 
incredible work IBA is already 
doing for our community.”

For the past four years, Eric 
most recently served as the Pro-
gram Administrator and Direc-
tor of Programs at Family Day 
Care Program Inc. in Roslindale. 
There, he maintained positive 
relationships with state organi-
zations and facilitated training 
sessions for parents and staff, 
while also working alongside 
social workers, educators, case 
managers, and educational coor-
dinators.

Eric is a Doctoral Candidate 
at William James College in 
Newton, MA, where he is pur-
suing a Doctor of Psychology 
(PsyD) degree in Clinical Psy-
chology. His educational career 
includes completing his master's 
degrees at Fisher College in Bos-
ton, MA, and University of Hart-
ford in Hartford, CT as well as 
earning his bachelor's degree in 
Psychology at Lesley University 
in Boston, MA and his associ-
ates degrees in Humans Services 
Administration and Early Child 
Education in Boston MA. 

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.
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The corner windows in the last clue are on 921 Boylston Street built in 
1997 and designed by architect Myron Miller. This is Berklee College of 
Music’s Genko Uchida building and contains the David Friend Recital 
Hall, ensemble spaces, private lesson rooms, plus percussion, keyboard, 
and guitar labs.

You’ll find the next clue in the Fenway.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to DetAil
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Poon, Ara J Thomsen, Bridget K 246 Beacon St #1A             $807,500
Martiro, Kleida Murphy, Ellen P 277 Beacon St #3B               $775,000  
Boston Soul RE US 6 LLC Girshick, Birgit 1 Charles St S #1507             $865,000  
Stankovits, Mary-Therese  Rauh, Rachele E 265-275 Dartmouth St #2D     $642,500  
Liu, Ketao              111 Marlborough St Unit  111 Marlborough St #1            $1,500,000  
Oliverio, Joseph J       Palermino, Joseph    199 Marlborough St #202       $497,000  
M&Rhonda Myers FT      Rotman, Catherine B 400 Stuart St #17B             $1,956,500  
Montano, Anthony          Nitz, Jeffrey           183 W Canton St #1         $1,638,000
Jo, Myung S               Gao, Xin           25 Bay State Rd #2            $1,050,000  
Magnolia LT                Segall, Stacy J 37 Bay State Rd #3      $1,490,000  
Shwalb, Jonathan Mcindoe, Brian      21 Beacon St #6R                 $635,000  
Ren Jackson Prop LLC Marval Property Mgmt LLC 27 Bowdoin St #3B             $690,000 
Omara, Linda J Esserremme LLC 416 Commonwealth Ave #419      $1,245,000  
Hogenhuis, Alexander A Rokoff, Kenneth        464 Commonwealth Ave #42  $640,000 
Berrios, Cristal Q Cahill, Matthew A 85 E Brookline St #1       $619,000 
Mao, Weiwei             Courtney, Mary R 35 Fay St #612                   $680,000   
Aryanpour, Shadi           Zhou, Jingyi 90 Gainsborough St #205E     $950,000 
Hong, Jenny S          Alice Anne Barbo RET   15 Hancock St #2               $3,250,000
Nieves, Kim D             Parcel U Phase B LLC 141 Hyde Park Ave #B          $625,000 
Newell, Helen              3-5 Joy LLC 3 Joy St #3                      $5,825,000 
Cmsbrc Holdings LLC Wadsworth Village LLC 370 Marlborough St #3        $600,000
Mann, Eugene            Clare Midgley 2019 RET   37 Milford St #2             $2,760,000 
Koukla NT                 Timken, Jane M 28-30 Mount Vernon St #28-2   $5,900,000 
Smith, Allan B       Warren, Anne 40 Mount Vernon St #1B    $750,000 
Lawson, Phillip       BPG Mount Vernon LLC 63 Mount Vernon St #4      $3,946,000
Krupa, Jeffrey N      83 Mount Vernon LLC 83 Mount Vernon St #2      $6,000,000 
Morreale FT            Hicks, Christian B     425 Newbury St #154        $100,000 
28 Dartmouth 1 LLC General Real Prop LLC 65 Park Dr #17               $340,000 
Yap, Silva C               Erwin W Coleman T     108 Peterborough St #6A      $630,000 
Karol, Dawn I Popeo, Margaret E 55 Phillips St #2               $636,000 
Rafferty, Michael C Norma Bridwell T        145 Pinckney St #520             $553,000 
Sven Kumar RET           121 Portland LLC 121-127 Portland St #502     $890,000 
Pullarkat FT              121 Portland LLC 121-127 Portland St #802       $937,000   
Pearson, Steven          Burr Jr, Christian     45 Province St #1808         $1,120,000 
Siegel, Amy              Fiebelkorn, Douglas P 45 Province St #901           $1,575,000  
47revereboston LLC Agress, Bruce F 47 Revere St                  $4,200,000 
Donovan, Ellen P Breed, Allen H      25 River St #25             $1,275,000
Kelly, Molly Pierson, John 60 Rutland St #5          $927,000  
100 Shawmut Ave Condo T   Div Shawmut LLC 100 Shawmut Ave #402       $1,265,000  
Lindell And Clark LLC Div Shawmut LLC 100 Shawmut Ave #603          $1,155,900  
Perez, Claudia M          Div Shawmut LLC 100 Shawmut Ave #614     $806,000 
Atlast South End RT      Barlow, Ann M 407-409 Shawmut Ave #6    $2,325,000 
Isaacson, Lawrence PPI Stoneholm Parking LL 12 Stoneholm St                 $105,000   
593 Tremontno 1 LLC Olivenstein, Jared B  593 Tremont St #1          $2,400,000 
Sunshine Villas LLC Brown, Robert K      44 Upton St #2             $3,750,000   
Wallstroen, Erik Dubinsky, Carel M 143 W Brookline St #501      $1,575,000  
Montano, Anthony         Nitz, Jeffrey        183 W Canton St #1           $1,638,000  
Roberts, Samuel J          Chirkov, Natalia G 84 W Concord St #6              $525,000  
Crossan, Samuel W      Jane D Benjamin LT      121 W Concord St #1             $1,550,000  
Bentlage, Josie Holly Lucerne String RET  192 W Springfield St #1    $2,050,000
City View Terrace LLC Douglas, Thomas L    1313 Washington St #611          $2,010,000  
Todd, Samuel Schott Jr, John       1411 Washington St #19       $415,000  
Tran, Minh D 1950 Wa Street LLC 1948-1950 Washington St #4E   $1,058,000  
Bernard, Jeffrey Grindrod, Oliver 13 Worcester Sq #4           $960,000
Monsereenusorn, Tan    Yee, Ming J            2 Avery St #19A             $925,000  
Hewitt, William M        Choueiry, Maya 2 Avery St #23H                 $1,675,000  
Lam, Eric M           Giglio, Anthony L  3 Avery St #601                  $875,000  
M&C Property Group LLC Unit 1 Lofts RT          63 Broad St #1                   $996,000 
Harbinger Partners 125 T HDG Congress LLC 9 Congress St          $14,000,000 
Harbinger Partners 125 T HDG Congress LLC 13-15 Congress St          $14,000,000 



PA G E  1 2 M Ay  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2T H E  B O S T O N  S U N

274 Beacon Street, reSidence 6F
2 Bedrooms | 2 Full Bathrooms | 1,890 square Feet

Listed At $2,200,000

*open HouSe*
sundAy, MAy 22nd
12:00pM - 1:00pM

172 Newbury Street • Boston, Massachusetts • 617.236.0711

campion & company
open HouSeS

Tracy campion

617-236-0711
Tcampion@campionre.com

343 commercial Street, reSidence 114
4 Bedrooms | 2 Full 1 halF Bathrooms | 3,911 square Feet

Listed At $4,999,000

*open HouSe*
sundAy, MAy 22nd
12:00pM - 1:00pM
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