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Old South Church in Boston is
marking 150 years on Boylston
Street with a special community
event on Friday, Dec. 6.

This free event, called ‘If These
Walls Could Talk,” opens at 5:45
p.m. at the church located at 645
Boylston St., o ering exhibits
that explore the church’s archi-
tecture, archives, and hidden
tales. There will be an imagina-
tive ‘Al Hall of Ministers,” where
visitors can virtually ‘meet’ cler-
gy across the centuries as well.

At 7 p.m., the sanctuary will
become a performance hall for
a concert featuring two Boston
ensembles - Chorus Pro Musica
and Voices Rising - joined by
Old South musicians. The per-
formance will also be viewable
via live stream at https://www.
youtube.com/oldsouthchurch.

Afterwards, a reception with
refreshments and dancing will
follow at 8:30 p.m. in Gordon
Chapel.

In anticipation of the upcom-
ing celebration, Kate Silfen, the
church’s historian and one of
the event organizers, said in a
statement: “On Dec. 15, 1875,
the ministers and members of
the Old South Church in Boston
dedicated our new house of wor-
ship. Our congregation is proud
to celebrate 150 years of service
as a sanctuary in the city and a
symbol of God’s Kingdom on
earth.”

Meanwhile, Old South’s 150-
year celebration comes just as
the U.S. is preparing to observe
its own 250th anniversary. The
church played a notable role in
the decades leading up to the
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EDITORIAL

YOUNG MEN ARE PAYING THE PRICE FOR CASINOS
ON OUR CELL PHONES

The evidence is clear that the rush by many state legislatures, including Massachusetts, to buy into
the sports-gambling craze has had a hugely negative impact upon one group in particular -- young men.

When the Supreme Court struck down the federal ban on sports betting in 2018, Americans legally
wagered less than $5 billion on sports annually. Last year, they bet $150 billion -- and 90% of those bets
were placed on phones, not at casinos or racetracks, and more than half were so-called live bets, which
are placed while the games are in progress.

This increase in wagering has come primarily out of the pockets of young men, who by any measure
have become casualties of the sports-betting craze.

As the TV ads inform us, a person can open a betting app on their smartphone and find hundreds of
options per game. This new generation of bettors is not merely wagering as to which team will win and
the final point spread, but on minutiae such as whether the next pitch will be a ball or a strike -- in other
words, they can bet throughout the game on every single thing imaginable.

One need not be an expert in addictive behavior to realize that making it this easy to place a new bet
every minute (or even less) feeds into an insatiable desire to achieve the ““high” of placing a bet -- a form
of addiction to which the brains of young men are uniquely vulnerable.

One would have hoped by now that our state legislators would have realized the mistake they made
and would repeal the law allowing betting on cell phones, and restrict sports gambling to casinos.

But the states themselves are now addicted to the tax revenue from the sports gambling industry, espe-
cially in this era of reduced funding from Washington. Our legislators have made a deal with the devil
-- and young men and their families are paying the price.

A VICTORY FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY

Advocates of marriage equality breathed a sigh of relief last week when the U.S. Supreme Court refused
to take up a request that it consider overturning its 2015 landmark decision, Obergefell v. Hodges, in
which the court ruled that the fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-sex couples under the
Constitution.

The Obergefell decision, which was decided by a narrow 5-4 majority, requires all 50 states (plus
the District of Columbia) to recognize the marriages of same-sex couples equally with the marriages of
opposite-sex couples.

Prior to the court’s Obergefell ruling, it had been left up to each state to determine whether to issue
marriage licenses to same-sex couples (Massachusetts was the first state to do so in 2006). However, those
marriages were not recognized federally, which meant that couples could not file joint federal tax returns
or enjoy any of the other rights and privileges of marriage.

The majority opinion in Obergefell, written by Justice Anthony Kennedy, put it very simply: “Mar-
riage is a keystone of our social order and there is no di erence between same- and opposite-sex couples
with respect to this principle.”

However, the make-up of the Supreme Court has changed greatly over the past 10 years. Judge Ken-
nedy has retired and the three judges appointed by President Trump during his first term, Neil Gor-
such, Amy Coney Barrett, and Brett Kavanaugh, all had expressed opposition to legalizing gay marriage
throughout their legal careers prior to their appointments to the Supreme Court.

Given those changes, marriage equality advocates had feared that the court might reconsider its ruling
in Obergefell. In addition, Justice Clarence Thomas had suggested in his concurring opinion in the Dobbs
case (which overturned Roe v. Wade) that Obergefell also should be scrutinized.

The case that came up to the court was a petition filed by the former Kentucky county clerk who
gained national attention in 2015 when she defied a court order and refused to issue same-sex licenses
because of her religious beliefs.

She had asked the Supreme Court to reverse an order that required her to pay more than $300,000
in attorney’s fees to a couple for whom she had denied a marriage license and to overturn the Obergefell
decision.

At least four of the nine justices were needed to vote to hear the case and revisit the same-sex marriage
precedent. However, the court refused to take it up, thereby allowing a lower court ruling that had dis-
missed the former clerk’s case to stand.

Although the former county clerk’s attorney said in a statement that he would continue his e orts to
overturn Obergefell, it seems clear that marriage equality, which today enjoys broad public support, is
here to stay -- and that’s good news for all Americans.

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit letters for space and clarity.

The Independent Newspaper Group publishes columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor
as a forum for readers to express their opinions and to encourage debate. Please note that the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The Independent Newspaper Group.

Text or attachments emailed to stephen.quigley@thebostonsun.com
OR deb@thebostonsun.com are preferred.

WHATS NEXT 72/

FIRST, BLACK FRIDAY,
THEN CYBER MONDAY.

SECOND JOB
TUESDAY.

TROLLEY TOUR (from Page 1)

Boston, charming and delighting
residents and visitors through-
out a magical weekend,” said
Miceal Chamberlain, President,
Bank of America Massachusetts.
“Bank of America is proud to
once again join Mayor Wu and
the City of Boston in bringing
the 2025 Enchanted Trolley Tour
and tree lightings to neighbor-
hoods across the entire city.”

Enchanted Trolley Tour dates,
times, and locations are as fol-
lows:

Saturday, December 6
11:00 a.m. — Hastings Lot,
West Roxbury

12:00 p.m. — Wolcott Square,
Readville

1:00 p.m. — Mattapan Square

2:00 p.m. — Hyde Square, Ja-
maica Plain

3:00 p.m. — J.P. Monument,
Jamaica Plain

3:45 p.m. — Brigham Circle,
Mission Hill

4:30 p.m. — Bolling Build-
ing, Roxbury

5145 pm. —
Square, South End

6:45 p.m. — Oak Square,
Brighton

Blackstone

Sunday, December 7

12:00 p.m. — Codman
Square, Dorchester

1:00 p.m. — Adams Corner,
Dorchester

2:00 p.m. — M Street Park,
South Boston

3:00 p.m. — Beach Street and
Harrison Ave, Chinatown

4:00 p.m. — Paul Revere
Mall, North End

5:00 p.m. — Winthrop Square
(the Training Field), Charles-
town

6:15 pm. —
Square, East Boston

The Mayor’s Offce of Tour-
ism, Sports, and Entertainment
supports the tourism industry
in Boston by producing events,
supporting fIm, and TV produc-
tion, and marketing the city to
conventions and visitors. Their
mission is to advance tourism
in Boston and promote partic-
ipation in public celebrations
from Boston residents and visi-
tors. For more information, visit
boston.gov/tourism or follow the
department on social media @
VisitBostonCity.
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NEWS IN BRIFE

GARDEN CLUB OF THE
BACK BAY HOLDING
HOLIDAY WREATH

SALE

The Garden Club of the Back
Bay is holding its annual Holi-
day Wreath Sale.

Each holiday wreath is a one-
of-a-kind creation, handcrafted
with care by the dedicated vol-
unteer members of the Garden
Club of the Back Bay. When you
place your order, you’ll choose
your wreath size, ribbon style,
and decorative theme—ensuring
your wreath is as special as the
season itself.

Each custom-made wreath
costs $175 and comes fully deco-
rated. The preorder window for
ordering is Oct. 6 through Nov.

28, and pickup/delivery is slat-
ed for Dec. 2-4. Local delivery
available in Back Bay, Beacon
Hill, and the South End. Quan-
tities are limited.

Your purchase directly sup-
ports over $30,000 in annual
tree care across the Back Bay—
made possible entirely through
the generosity of our wreath
supporters.

Visit  www.gardenclubback-
bay.org/store to order.

MEMORIAL FOR MARY
DEISSLER SET FOR
NOV. 29 AT KINGS
CHAPEL

A memorial service for Mary
Deissler will be held on Satur-
day, Nov. 29, at 11 a.m. at Kings

OLD SouTtH CHURCH (from Page 1)

American Revolution, and its
early members included Phillis
Wheatley, Benjamin Franklin,
and Samuel Adams.

Every year on the Sun-
day before Thanksgiving, the
church’s congregation returns
to its former building - the Old
South Meeting House - for one
worship service. This year’s
gathering on Nov. 23 continued
a long tradition of honoring the
church’s role in the events which
helped spark American indepen-
dence.

Known today by many as the
‘Church of the Finish Line’ or
‘the Church of Benjamin Frank-
lin and Samuel Adams,” Old
South Church began in 1669
in the modest Cedar Meeting
House. It then continued in the
revolutionary-era OIld  South
Meeting House before the con-
gregation moved into the Boyl-
ston Street building in 1875.

Old South Church now has
three weekly worship services,
and is also used by community
groups, recovery programs, arts
organizations, and service part-
ners.

“History is more than words
in a book,” said Senior Minister
John Edgerton in a statement.
“History is how we make sense
of the world around us. To
understand where we are going,
we must first know where we
have come from. For 150 years,
this building has been our home
as we share the good news of
God’s inclusive love for all peo-
ple. We warmly invite any and all
to share this celebration looking
back over a history that stretches

from the civil war to civil rights
and beyond.”

Rev. Rachel Barton, the
church’s Associate Minister for
Transformation, added: “For a
century and a half, this congre-
gation has worshipped at one of
the most vibrant intersections in
the City of Boston. The world
passes through Copley Square,
and we're grateful for that gift.
As we mark 150 years of minis-
try at this site, we're celebrating
the role the OIld South Church
has played in the history of the
City of Boston and looking
towards the ways we can contin-
ue to work for liberation, justice,
mercy, and love across the city
and the world.”

To reserve a spot at ‘If
These Walls Could Talk,” visit:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
if-these-walls-could-talk-150-
years-of-old-south-church-on-
boylston-street-registration-
1898270631559?a =oddtdtcre-
ator

Meanwhile, in the spirit of
“doing God’s work outside the
walls,” donations will be col-
lected for Old South’s Weekly
Pushback initiative, which gives
$1,000 each week to “an organi-
zation bringing good news into a
world hungry for hope,” accord-
ing to the church. Organizations
supported through this initiative
have included Allston-Brighton
Food Pantry, Capuchin Mobile
Ministries, and Revolutionary
Spaces, among others.

Donations can be made to the
initiative at: https://tinyurl.com/
OSCPushback

Chapel, with musical preludes
beginning at 10:45 a.m. A lives-
tream option will be available as
well.

Also, Mary’s family has begun
a fund at the Boston Landmarks
Orchestra to help support its
mission of bringing free classical
music everyone, including pro-
grams such as Music and Memo-
ry. Visit https://mww.landmark-
sorchestra.org/ to learn more.

NSCS JAZZ CONCERT
SERIES RETURNS DEC.
4 TO NEWCASTLE
SARANAC COMMUNITY
STUDIO

The NSCS Jazz Concert Series
returns Thursday, Dec. 4, at the
Newcastle Saranac Community
Studio, located at 607 Columbus

Ave. in Roxbury, in the heart of
Boston’s historic Jazz Square.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the
concert runs from 6:30-7:45
p.m.

This concert features Jesse
Taitt, an exciting and dynamic
pianist and composer. The eve-
ning promises a dynamic pro-
gram of original compositions
and reimagined jazz standards,
delivered with Taitt’s signature
energy and artistry.

Admission is $10 for stu-
dents/seniors and $20 for gener-
al admission. Fenway Forward
residents attend for free. Light
snacks and soft drinks will be
provided, and the venue is fully
accessible. For ticket informa-
tion, visit: bit.ly/4iaZ6gS

AUTHOR LLYON WOO
ON HAND DEC. 10 AT
UNION CHURCH IN

SOUTH END
South End Library
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Author Series welcomes Pulitzer
Prize-winner Llyon Woo, who
will discuss her book, ‘Master
Slave Husband Wife: An Epic
Journey from Slavery to Free-
dom,” on Wednesday, Dec. 10, at
6:30 p.m. at Union Church Con-
nection Room, 485 Columbus
Ave., with its entrance o West
Newton Street. (The free event
will also be o ered virtually.)

A Cambridge resident, Woo
won the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for
biography for this rich narrative
of William and Ellen Craft, an
enslaved couple who in 1848
traveled in plain sight from
Macon, Ga., to Philadelphia,
Pa., with light-skinned Ellen dis-
guised as a disabled white gentle-
man and William as her manser-
vant. Continuing to Boston, the
Crafts are kept safe by the people
of Boston when men are sent to
arrest them.
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MBTA announces December service changes

Special to the Sun

The MBTA has announced
service changes in December on
the Orange and Green lines.

Riders can find more informa-
tion on service changes through
in-station  signage, in-station
public announcements, and at
mbta.com/PlannedWork. Tran-
sit Ambassadors and MBTA
sta will be available on-site to
o er information and assistance
during these service changes.
Riders are encouraged to sub-
scribe to T-Alerts or to follow the
MBTA on X @MBTA, @MBTA_
CR, and @MBTA_CR_Alerts for
up-to-date service information.

On the Orange Line

The MBTA will continue
signal upgrade and moderniza-
tion work on the Orange Line
in December. By upgrading
and modernizing its signals, the
MBTA will significantly increase
operational e ciency and
improve scheduling reliability for
riders. The MBTA will also max-
imize access to closed stations
by performing cleaning, signage
replacement, plumbing repairs
and pump room work, and win-
dow replacement throughout
the shutdown area as well as
preparations for column work at
Mass. Ave.

To accomplish this work, the
following service suspensions
will take place:

Orange Line service will be
suspended between Back Bay
and Forest Hills all day on Fri-
day, December 5, and all day on
Saturday, December 6. Regular
Orange Line service will operate

Boston

Hntiques
& Lampshades

Custom Paper & fabric
shades

Affordable Silk shades
Fine Antiques & Jewelry

119 Charles St.
617-367-9000
BostonAntiques
@yahoo.com
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on Sunday, December 7.

Free and accessible shuttle
buses will make stops between
Back Bay and Forest Hills.

Riders are also encouraged to
consider the Commuter Rail for
fare-free service between Forest
Hills, Ruggles, Back Bay, and
South Station. The trip between
Forest Hills and Back Bay on the
Commuter Rail is approximately
10 minutes.

Riders using shuttles bus ser-
vice should budget ample extra
travel time. For example, a rider
travelling to Downtown Cross-
ing from Forest Hills should
budget at least an additional 30
minutes of travel in addition to
their regular commute.

On the Green Line

The MBTA will perform
work in December to replace
the wooden overhead catenary
wire “trough” in the Green Line
tunnel, which is original to the
tunnel’s construction in the late
1890s. The trough houses the
Green Line’s overhead wires and
will be replaced with a modern,
more durable, metal trough.
With unencumbered access to
the underground Green Line
track areas, a number of other
projects will also perform work,
including Green Line Train
Protection System installation,
signal modernizations, tunnel
inspections, station brightening
work, and more.

. The wooden overhead cate-
Looking to purchase
one item to entire estates.

W SHUTTLE SERVICE

I REGULAR SERVICE

nary trough — seen here at Park
Street — dates back to the late
1890s and will be replaced with
a modern, more durable, metal
trough.

To accomplish this work, the
following service suspension will
take place:

Green Line service will be
suspended between North Sta-
tion and Babcock Street on the B
Branch, Kenmore on the C and
D Branches, and Heath Street on
the E Branch for 15 consecutive
days, December 8 — 22.

Riders using shuttles bus ser-
vice should budget ample extra
travel time. For example, a rider
travelling to Park Street from
Boston College should budget at
least an additional 20 minutes of
travel in additional to their regu-
lar commute.

B Branch: Free and accessi-
ble shuttle buses will operate
between Babcock Street and
Back Bay.

Riders can connect to the
Orange Line at Back Bay for
continued service through down-
town toward North Station.

There will be free fares at Ken-
more with the fare gates open.
Fares will also be free at all sur-
face-level stops west of Kenmore.

Route 57 bus service will
be fare-free during this service
change.

C Branch: Free and accessi-
ble shuttle buses will operate
between Kenmore and Back Bay.

Riders can connect to the
Orange Line at Back Bay for

Bl COMMUTER RAIL

ALTERNATE SERVICE OPTION

continued service through down-
town toward North Station.
There will be free fares at Ken-
more with the fare gates open.
Fares will also be free at all sur-
face-level stops west of Kenmore.
D Branch: Free and accessi-
ble shuttle buses will operate
between Kenmore and Back Bay.
Riders can connect to the
Orange Line at Back Bay for
continued service through down-

town toward North Station.

There will be free fares at Ken-
more and Riverside with the fare
gates open. Fares will also be free
at all surface-level stops west of
Kenmore.

E Branch: Route 39 will
replace Green Line E Branch ser-
vice between Heath Street and
Back Bay. Extra buses will be
added to the 39 to accommodate
additional capacity. The route
will be fare-free during this ser-
vice change.

Accessible van service will be
available for Green Line stops
between Copley/Back Bay and
North Station.

The Worcester Commut-
er Rail Line will be fare-free
between South Station, Back
Bay, and Lansdowne during this
Green Line service change. Rid-
ers should note that regular fares
should be purchased beyond
Lansdowne and regular fares
should be purchased if traveling
on a Commuter Rail line other
than the Worcester Line.

The MBTA  previously
announced service changes in
November. More information is
available here.

For more information, visit
mbta.com/PlannedWork or con-
nect with the T on X @MBTA
and @MBTA_CR, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @theMB-
TA, Threads @thembta, or Tik-
Tok @thembta.

The wooden overhead catevnary trough — seen here at Park Street —
dates back to the late 1890s and will be replaced with a modern, more
durable, metal trough.
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Repeal Day Celebration returns Dec. 5 t

By Sun staff

Etiquetteer Robert B. Dim-
mick will once again host a
glittering evening celebrating
the repeal of Prohibition during
Etiqueteer’s 14th annual Repeal
Day Celebration on Friday, Dec.
5, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Gibson
House Museum in the Back Bay.

The evening’s festivities will
include hors d'oeuvres, cocktails,
and stories of the parties thrown
by Charlie Gibson himself.

“When | first heard that
during Prohibition Charlie Gib-
son was known to make gin in
the third-floor bathtub of the
Gibson House, | knew we had
to have a party to celebrate that
aspect of Boston domesticity,”
said Dimmick. *“Family members
who came to visit remembered
that Charlie would serve them

gin “fresh from the tub.” As an
etiquette writer, | always share
a few brief and pithy bits about
manners during Prohibition —
this year on Prohibition and the
Debutante.”

Moreover, Dimmick added: "I
found a fantastic collaborator in
Kitty Amann, our beloved Miss
Kitty, who created our signature
Charlie’s Beacon cocktail and
continues to run the speakeasy bar
out of the Gibson House kitchen
during the party. That was way
back in 2012! And 14 years later
we are still going strong with the
cognoscenti who love historic
preservation, whimsy, and craft
cocktail culture. There’s no other
party like it in Boston.”

General admission tickets cost
$100 each. Space is limited so
reserve yours at: https:/Aww.
thegibsonhouse.org/events

o Gibson House Museum

COURTESY OF GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM
Revelers enjoying the Gibson House Museum’s Repeal Day Celebration in 2023.

The annual gift of an ever-
green Christmas tree from Nova
Scotia is arrived by police escort
at Boston Common on Tuesday,
November 18.

This marks the 54th year of
the annual tree donation, cele-
brating 108 years of friendship
between Boston and Nova Sco-
tia. The tradition honors the peo-
ple of Boston for their emergency
assistance following the devas-
tating 1917 munitions explo-
sion in Halifax Harbor. The first
“Tree for Boston” was donated
in 1971 by Joseph Slauenwhite
from Lunenburg County.

“It was an honor and delight
to join our neighbors in Nova
Scotia last week to deliver our
thanks and support from Bos-

THE HOLIDAY TREE ARRIVES FROM NOVA SCOTIA

ton as this special tree started its
journey. Our two communities
share a special bond that con-
tinues to be strengthened year
after year through this holiday
tradition and our ongoing part-
nership,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “The Boston Common tree
lighting is a treasured event that
has brought families together in
holiday cheer for more than a
century, and | look forward to
an even warmer celebration this

year.”
“Halifax’s  friendship with
Boston spans centuries,”

said Halifax Regional Munici-
pality Mayor Andy Fillmore. “At
our darkest hour after the Hali-
fax Explosion, Boston was there.
Our bond is forged by history

and strengthened through tradi-
tion. | was very pleased to meet
Mayor Wu in Halifax, and look
forward to seeing her in Boston
in December.”

Boston’s o cial 2025 tree is
a 45-foot-tall white spruce nom-
inated by Ronald and Claire
Feener of Lunenburg County,
Nova Scotia.

The tree will be lit at approx-
imately 7:55 p.m. on Thursday,
December 4, as the City of Bos-
ton’s o cial tree lighting is cele-
brated on Boston Common from
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The ceremony
will be broadcast live on WCVB
Channel 5 starting at 7 p.m.

The annual tree lighting on
Boston Common is presented by
the Boston Parks and Recreation

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY ISABEL LEON

Department and title sponsor,
The Province of Nova Scotia.
The event is supported by pre-
senting sponsor Amazon, signa-
ture sponsor Meet Boston, key
sponsors Constellation Power
and JetBlue, and media sponsors
WCVB Channel 5 and the Bos-
ton Globe.

Visit boston.gov/holiday-

lights for more information
about the season’s festivities. To
stay up to date with news, events,
and improvements in Boston
parks visit boston.gov/parks,
call (617)-635-4505, join our
email list, and follow our social
channels @bostonparksdept on
X, Facebook, Instagram, and @
parks.boston.gov on Bluesky.

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ
ReAL EsTATE
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Sales

121 Mt. Vernon Street ® Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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City of Boston to host Copley Square Tree Lighting and
grand re-opening of Copley Square Park on Dec. 1

Special to the Sun

The Boston Parks and Rec-
reation Department will host
the annual Copley Square Tree
Lighting from 4:00-6:00 p.m. on
Monday, December 1, presented
in partnership with the Friends
of Copley Square, Sasaki, BXP,
Encore Global, and Fairmont
Copley Plaza. This year’s cele-
bration will also mark the grand
reopening of the newly improved
Copley Square Park, welcoming

residents and visitors back to one
of Boston’s most iconic public
spaces.

The celebration will feature
appearances by Santa Claus and
Rudolph, along with an exciting
lineup of holiday entertainment,
including performances by the
Boston Children’s Chorus, Emer-
son College’s soulful a cappella
group Symphonic, and Joelle
James, Grammy Award-winning
songwriter and Berklee College

alum.

Visitors can also enjoy holi-
day arts and crafts led by local
artists. After the event attendees
are invited to enjoy cookies and
pictures with Santa in the Fair-
mont Copley Plaza. In addition
to seasonal festivities, Sasaki will
be on site from 4-5 p.m. o ering
guided tours of the newly ren-
ovated park. This free event is
made possible with support from
Drake’s Cakes.

BINA Farm Center’s ‘Horsing Around at
the Mandarin’ fundraiser raises $775,000

Special to Sun

Many Beacon Hill residents
helped kick o BINA Farm Cen-
ter's Beyond the Barn Capital
Campaign on Saturday, Nov.
15, at their 16th annual ‘Horsing
Around at the Mandarin’ black-
tie gala.

Founded by Coryn and Babak
Bina, the event raised $775,000
to go towards the non-profit’s
acquisition of BINA's new Eques-
trian and Community Center in
Sudbury.

The event was emceed by
Kamran and Aidin Bina who
introduced Brian Cox, from
the HBO hit series ‘Succession’
to present the BINA Achieve-
ment Award to Tonya and Ben
Mezrich. The Mezrichs have
been supporting BINAs import-
ant mission of bringing people
together through inclusive clin-

ical and recreational equestrian
programs for over 10 years.

Chessy Stufano, BINA's execu-
tive director, also announced the
collaboration with Mass Gener-
al Brigham’s Academic Medical
Center Department of Psychia-
try, through the Division of Pro-
fessional & Public Education.
As part of this collaboration, Dr.
Holly Peek, will work closely
with BINAs Equine Facilitated
Psychotherapy team - helping
advance research, clinical excel-
lence, and education in the field.
Also announced was the launch
Healing Heroes at BINA Farm
- a specialized program for first
responders and military mem-
bers, made possible through a
generous grant from the Boston
Bruins Foundation.

Coryn Bina was surprised with
an O cial Resolution o ered by
City Councilor Sharon Durkan

for the City Council’s appreci-
ation for Coryn’s dedication to
expanding inclusion and cre-
ating a community defined by
compassion and possibility.

Gala guests included: Zdeno
Chara, Nicole Ansari-Cox,
Orson Cox, Steven Reny and
Audrey Epstein Reny, Mariann
and Andy Youniss, Marta and
Dan Daneshvar, Emiley and
Keith Lockhart, Jadiann Thomp-
son, Kate Kelly, Peter and Tracey
Welsh, Je rey Katz, Lianne and
Alex Leventhal, Jamie Bisson-
nette, Azita Bina and Elmar Sei-
bel, Erika Tarantal, Bill Martin,
Anita and Rishi Shukla and Tif-
fany Wu. Premier event sponsors
included Ropes & Gray, BCB3,
Boston Bruins Foundation, Bina
Family Hospitality, Manda-
rin Oriental and K.Kerkorian
Events.

BINA

LUXURY

BOSTON CONMON

RUSS MEZIKOFSKY PHOTOS

Coryn Bina, Brian Cox, Nicole Ansari Cox, Babak Bina, and Tonya and Ben Mezrich.

The City of Boston celebrates
the lighting of Boston’s o cial
2025 Christmas tree from Nova
Scotia on Boston Common on
Thursday, December 4, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. This year’s tree
is a 45-foot-tall white spruce
donated by Ronald and Claire
Feener of Lunenburg County,
Nova Scotia. The celebration
will be immediately followed
by the lighting of the trees on
Commonwealth Avenue Mall at

A Z. 7 x XY

Arlington Street and Common-
wealth Avenue at 8:15 p.m.
Visit boston.gov/holidaylights
for more information about the
season’s festivities. To stay up
to date with news, events, and
improvements in Boston parks
visit boston.gov/parks, call (617)
635-4505, join our email list,
and follow our social channels
@bostonparksdept on X, Face-
book, Instagram, and @parks.
boston.gov on Bluesky.

Seen, left to right, are Tonya and Ben Mezrich, Kamran and Aidin Bina,

and Brian Cox.

Keith Lockhart.

Steve Reny, Audrey Epstein Reny, and Babak Bina.

Pictured, left to right, are Amy Bailey, Ming Tsai, Tonya Mezrich, and
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COURTESY OF WOMEN'’S LUNCH PLACE

A capacity crowd attended the fifth annual Harvest Festival & Auction
- a benefit for the Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay and
Women’s Lunch Place - on Nov. 13 in the WLP shelter dining room.

HoMELESSNESS TASK FORCE  (from Page 1)

homeless shelter, but that’s exact-
ly the case here,” said Debra
Bulkeley, an HTF member and
co-co-chair of this year’s Harvest
Festival & Auction, which was
held Nov. 13, again in the WLP
shelter dining room.

In 2021, the HFF partnered
with Women’s Lunch Place for
the inaugural Harvest Fest - the
first benefit event for both orga-
nizations.

This fundraiser, which tra-
ditionally includes appetizers,
cocktails, dinner, beer and wine,
and dessert, along with live
music and a silent auction, has
grown in size and popularity
since its inception, with both this
year’s event and last year’s event
each hosting capacity crowds of
115 guests.

At this year’s event , Serge
Savard, vice chair of the NABB
board, NABB, and Jennifer Han-
lon Wigons , CEO of WLP, both
emphasized the strong bond that
has developed during the two
groups during their respective
remarks.

"The funds raised at the Har-

s -
Elisabeth Morris (left) and Kathy

Young, co-chairs of NABB’s
Homelessness Task Force.

Jennifer Hanlon Wigon (left),
CEO of Women’s Lunch Place,
and District 8 City Councilor
Sharon Durcan are seen at this
year’s Harvest Fest.
vest Festival help sustain our
daily work - keeping our doors
open and our Advocates avail-
able to address the specific obsta-
cles each woman may be facing
in her path toward stability,”
Hanlon Wigon told this report-
er. “Support from our neighbors
keeps our meals cooking, and
our services available for our
vulnerable guests. Friendships
like the one we share with NABB
make a real and tangible di er-
ence for the women we serve.”
Meanwhile, HTF also pro-
duced its sixth annual Public
Forum on Housing and Home-
lessness in September at the Cop-
ley Branch of the Boston Public
Library to help further raise
awareness of local homelessness.
Visit  www.nabbonline.org/
committees/homelessness-
task-force to join or for more
information on NABB’s HTF.
For more information on how
you can get involved at WLP,
visit womenslunchplace.org.

Project Bread welcomes Eva Millona
and Sylvia Perry to its Board of Directors

Special to the Sun

Project Bread, the leading
statewide food security honprof-
it in Massachusetts, is pleased
to announce the appointment of
two new members to its Board
of Directors: Eva Millona, Foun-
dation Fellow at Eastern Bank
Foundation and Visiting Fellow
at the Harvard Graduate School
of Education, and Sylvia Perry,
DNP, MS, ANP-BC, a Nurse
Practitioner at Mass General
Brigham.

Project Bread’s Board of
Directors is a group of profes-
sionals who provide governance,
expertise, and strategic support
to advance the organization’s
mission to ensure every person in
Massachusetts has reliable access

to healthy food.
“Eva and Sylvia each bring
tremendous  experience and

leadership that will strength-
en Project Bread’s work to end
hunger statewide,” says Erin
McAleer, CEO of Project Bread.
“Eva’s expertise in policy, sys-
tems change, and inclusive civic
engagement, combined with
Sylvia’s deep understanding of
health care and the social deter-
minants of health, will help us
advance sustainable, system-
ic solutions to food insecurity.
We're thrilled to welcome both
of them to the board.”

Millona  brings extensive
experience bridging nonprofit,
government, and philanthropic
sectors. Most recently, she served
as Assistant Secretary for Part-
nership and Engagement at the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security during the Biden-Harris
Administration and previously
as Chief of the O ce of Citizen-
ship, Partnership and Engage-
ment at U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services.

Prior to her federal service,
Millona spent over 13 years as
President and CEO of the Mas-
sachusetts Immigrant and Ref-
ugee Advocacy (MIRA) Coali-
tion, co-founded the National
Partnership for New Americans
in 2010, and co-founded and
co-chaired the Massachusetts
Business Immigration Coalition
in 2018.

“Hunger is one of our most
basic needs—universal to people
regardless of where they were
born,” says Millona. *“Project
Bread’s work at the intersection
of policy, prevention, and part-

Eva Millona

nership resonates deeply with
my own approach to systems
change. | look forward to con-
tributing to the organization’s
mission to eliminate hunger
statewide.”

A native of Albania, Millona
previously served as the young-
est district judge ever appointed
to Tirana’s District Court. She
holds a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Tirana and a Master’s
degree in political science from
Clark University.

Perry brings over two decades
of clinical and leadership experi-
ence to the board. She currently
serves as a Nurse Practitioner at
Mass General Brigham, where
her clinical interests include
breast surgical oncology and
internal medicine. She also advo-
cates for clinician well-being and
patient experience, serving on
the MGH Workplace Well-be-
ing Collaborative and Center for
Professional Well-being Adviso-
ry Board.

A certified health and well-be-
ing coach, Perry teaches life-
style medicine to breast cancer
patients and brings valuable
nonprofit governance experience
through her service on the Wide
Horizons for Children Board
and as a member of the MGH

Sylvia Perry

Institute of Health Professions
President’s Council.

“Health care providers see
every day how food insecurity
a ects people’s health and their
ability to thrive,” says Perry.
“Project Bread’s commitment to
addressing hunger through sys-
temic solutions aligns with what
I see in medicine—lasting change
requires addressing root causes.
I’m honored to join this team and
help bridge health care and food
security to improve outcomes for
families across Massachusetts.”

Perry earned her Bachelor’s
degree in History from Yale
College, Master of Science in
Health and Social Behavior from
the Harvard School of Public
Health, Master of Science in
Nursing from the MGH Institute
of Health Professions, and Doc-
tor of Nursing Practice from the
University of New Hampshire.

Project Bread, the leading
statewide food security organi-
zation in Massachusetts, con-
nects people and communities in
Massachusetts to reliable sourc-
es of food while advocating for
policies that make food more
accessible—so that no one goes
hungry. For more information,
visit: www.projectbread.org.

SEND YOUR NEWS

The Boston Sun encourages readers and residents to
submit their local news! Engagements, weddings and birth
announcements, news releases, business and education
briefs, sports stories and photos for publication.

Submitting does not guarantee publication that week.

Content will be printed on a space available basis. ltems
should be e-mailed to stephen.quigley@thebostonsun.com

or deb@thebostonsun.com
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SCENES FROM THE WOMEN'S LUNCH PLACE HARVEST FESTIVAL AND AUCTION

‘V Derek Kouyoumjian Photos Force. This fundraising event
3 helps keep the Women's Lunch
The Women's Lunch Place Place in operation. Its mission

held its annual Harvest Festival is to help women experienc-

And Auction with the Neighbor-  ing homelessness find housing,

hood Association of the Back nourishment, direction, and a

Bay and its Homelessness Task  community.

¢
5 |
NABB Homelessness Task Force Sponsors Tim and Julie Paradiso. Larry Lawfer and Emily Dreifus.

co-chairs Elizabeth Morris and
Kathy Young.

|

£ @: g“'}w -

48 .,

Berklee College Of Music a cappella group Treble Threat preform. Artwork and crafts made by clients at the Women’s Lunch Place was
available for purchase.

— == =

A Boston Bruins jersey autographed by #88 David Pastriak is one of Wendy Karkosa, NABB Homelessness Task Force co-chairs Kathy Young and Elizabeth Keeps, NABB Chair
many items and experiences available in the silent auction. Martyn Roetter, and Jackie O’Connor.
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SCENES FROM THE WOMEN'S LUNCH PLACE HARVEST FESTIVAL AND AUCTION
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NABB Homelessness Task Force co-chair Kathy Young Corin Day, Suzanne Letso, and Erin McCarthy. Laura Dunn, Jennifer Hill, and Karen Pevenstein.
with sponsors Michael and Elizabeth McCord.

AR SR

.

Roger Letso, Debra Bulkeley, Tanya Zavasnik, NABB Voice Chair Serge Savard, and Kathleen Soles and Christian Lanwoos with Laura, Debra and Melissa Bulkeley.
Homelessness Task Force co-chair Elizabeth Morris.

‘Holiday

a

A

NABB Vice Chair Serge Savard Monique Wilson and Alyssa
and sponsor Debra Bulkeley. Espiritu.

Ballet, hip hop, jazz, flamenco, tap and more.

Civic government was in atten- CENTER

dance with Massachusetts State i December 13-21
Rep Jay Livingstone and Boston
City Councilor Sharon Durkan.
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“Twas the Night Before by Cirque du Soleil — is returning to Boston

Special to the Sun

"Twas the Night Before... by
Cirque du Soleil is a Christmas
themed show inspired by the joy
of giving and the wonder of the
holiday season, with something
for everyone in the family to
enjoy. Whether you are a child
of 5, 50, or 95 years old you are
sure to be wowed by incredible
acrobatics and a heart-warming
story.

‘Twas the Night Before... is
Cirque du Soleil’s first Christmas
show, based on the classic poem
“A Visit from St. Nicholas” by
Clement Clarke Moore. Mem-
orable lines from this cherished
classic inspired Cirque du Soleil’s
story about a jaded young girl
who rediscovers the magic of
Christmas. A festive flurry of
love and cheer created especially
for families,

‘Twas the Night Before...
features  thrilling  acrobatics
performed by a cast of 26 art-
ists sailing from all over the
world, lovable characters and a
soundtrack including Christmas
favorites re-invented by Cirque
du Soleil.

For more information, visit

https://www.bochcenter.org/
events/detail/twas.

Ticket Information

The Boch Center is celebrat-
ing Christmas in July! Tickets
for “Twas the Night Before... by
Cirgue du Soleil are now avail-
able online. Save $15 on select
performances and price levels
for a limited time. Upon arriv-
ing at Ticketmaster and before
selecting your tickets, hit the
unlock button and enter code:
JULY. Additionally, Cirque Club
members can purchase tickets
beginning today. Cirque Club
membership is free, and benefits
include access to advance tick-

ets, special o ers and excluswe
behind the scenes information.
To join, go to www.cirqueclub.
com. Tickets for the general
public will be available starting
Friday, July 18 at https:/mww.
bochcenter.org/events/detail/
twas. Tickets start at $36.00.

Groups of 10 or more may
reserve tickets by contacting
Boch Center Group Sales at
(617) 532-1116 or groups@
bochcenter.org.

Cirque du Soleil
ntertainment Group

Cirgue du Soleil Entertain-
ment Group is a world leader
in live entertainment. Building
on four decades of pushing the

Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum
presents Holiday
Music in the
Courtyard 2025

Special to the Sun

The Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum reimagines the tradi-
tional holiday concert with its
Holiday Music in the Court-
yard celebration, from 6-9pm
on Wednesday, December 3.
The performance will take
place in the Gardner Museum’s
famed Courtyard, while guests
are invited to watch from the
surrounding galleries, strolling
through the Museum to take
in the music from every angle.
(Please note, this is not a seated
concert.)

Led by George Steel, Abrams
Curator of Music, this immer-
sive evening will showcase music
from across four centuries, cele-
brating a variety of cultures’ win-
ter traditions. The performance
features the acclaimed Vox Vocal
Ensemble and the all-star Ameri-
can Brass Quintet, with opportu-
nities for everyone to sing along

with familiar carols.
Additionally, coinciding with
the Gardner Museum’s current
exhibition Allan Rohan Crite:
Urban Glory and taking a cue
from Crite's work ""Three Spir-
ituals From Earth To Heaven,"

PHOTO BY MICHAEL BLANCHARD
George Steel conducts musicians in the Courtyard of the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum. Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Boston.

on view in the exhibition, the
Boston Arts Academy Spiritu-
als Ensemble led by Michael
W. Bradley will perform several
selections.

The music and sing-along will

(Holiday Music, Pg. 13)

boundaries of the imagination,
the artistic entertainment com-
pany brings its creative approach
to a large variety of artistic forms
such as live shows, multimedia
productions, long-form con-
tent, music, immersive experi-

ences, and special events. Since
its creation in 1984, more than
400 million people have been
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inspired on 6 continents and 86
countries. The Canadian com-
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Attention to Detall Real Estate Transfers
PHoTOS AND TEXT BY PENNY CHERUBINO

. BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

THIS WEEK'S AER BACK BAY
| Gansett Pty Lid To, Tiffany 171 Warren Ave #2 $390,000
1 Settel, Peter B Steerforth Rt 236 Marlborough St #3 $2.420,000
Sld 28 Dartmouth Rt Wagner, Elizabeth B 28 Dartmouth St #4 $445,000
| Patel, Sejal New Colonial Base Rt 382 Commonwealth Ave #B1 $800,000
% D Vi 399 Boylsion Owne  Bre Boylston Owner LLC 399 Boylston St §125,000,000
~ | CjeNephewT Rondeau, Kim 461 Beacon St #5 $1,575,000
™| Epstein, Katherine W Mahoney Jr, Brian B 75 Clarendon St #505 $1,575,000
.-.__-;_::-“'-3 Nguyen, Hienthue Visco, Anthony R 8 Garrison St#110 $395,000
2.5 (hou, Alex Mair George P Est 910 Beacon St #6 $1,075,000

BEACON HILL
Raposo, Manuel Gray-Mccarthy, Carol B 121-127 Portland St #1003 $940,000
19 Beacon LLC Dot-Con LLC 19 Beacon St #G6 $800,000
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END /KENMORE
] Doman, Steven J 144 Worcester Street LLC 144 Worcester St #4 $3,550,000
i Anselmo, Rayce G 144 Worcester Street LLC 144 Worcester St #5 $4,950,000
Lyon, Lee Amy P Corder 2018 RET 21 Claremont Park $5,837,500
| Bergeron, Troy Reinders, Michael T 26 Wellington St #3 $1,250,000
Sorrento, Troy J Bumford, Walter 274-276A Shawmut Ave #3 $975,000
Au, Jamie H Rosenberg, David H 30 Concord Sq #1 $3,800,000
Berrien, Pauline W Trompke, David 36 Upton St #3 $2125,000
The window in the last clue is on 484 Commonwealth Avenue above Juqueline B Davies T P J Van Kalkeren Hood RE 40 Fuy St#704 56751000
I'B”(iit%r?ﬁ:x]tg’dﬁﬁij?augggl E;t:tl’é:;ff In 1983, This year, the f(% 2r  Balta, Nicholos ] Schmidt, Victor T 451 Shawmut Ave #1 $1,330,000
of service to the neighborhood. Flack, Carol Jauw, Sunhok 0 9 Appleton St #408 $742.500
You'll find the next clue in the South End. 94 Waltham 3 Rt Peg 1993 Ft 94 Waltham St #3 $1,095,000
Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Freyer, Jessica Ki|gUSS, Anne F 33 Fuyeﬂe St 52,050,000
Email Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.
DOWNTOWN /WATERFRONT

THIS WEEK'S CLUE " Raigopl, Meena Wang, Yu C 1 Franklin St #4508 $2,235,000
% Williom Coleman 2021 RET  Dimitruk, Paul A 1 Franklin St #4906 $5,225,000
B Jordin, lan E Kelly, Sarah T 137-139 Pearl St #1 $900,000
| Stearns, David S Cheryl E Lillemoe Lt 2-1/2 Battery Wharf #4504 $2,592,500
/| Allyson Moarie Vanek T~ Brian J Curley Ft 346-354 Congress St #202 §1,239,000
& Sae Ri Quinn South LLC 370-380 Harrison Ave #14H $2,949,000
Merabet, Lofti Mcaf Winthrop LLC 240 Devonshire St #4310 $2 450,000
Wright, Martin Mcaf Winthrop LLC 240 Devonshire St #5509 $3,100,000
Zhou, Zhenyi Mcaf Winthrop LLC 240 Devonshire St #5703 $2,900,000
Kuang, Tiffany Dean, Steven 300 Pier 4 Blvd #5) $2.700,000
== Pisan, Yeliz 3 Avery Street 401 LLC 3 Avery St#401 $720,000
S 1 Boozh Hallock, Kevin J 519 Harrison Ave #D117 $570,000
Burbank Realty LLC Paolucci, Anthony 80 Broad St #307 $1,375,000
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Crty Paws

Thanks to those noses

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Have you considered the ways
dogs, with their fantastic sense of
smell, serve humankind?

Writing in Psychology Today,
Jessica Pierce, Ph.D., explained,
“The sensory world of dogs over-
laps with ours, but also extends
well beyond ours in some areas.
Smell is the most obvious senso-
ry modality in which dogs excel,
having a far more powerful
nose and a much larger area of
the brain dedicated to process-
ing olfactory information than
humans.”

“This keen sense of smell
enables service dogs to alert their
humans to an oncoming seizure,
change in blood sugar level, or
an anxiety attack. They learn to
di erentiate between a person’s
familiar scent and the change that
precedes an episode.” Recently,
we were amazed to learn that
a guide dog can lead its person
to the appropriate restroom in
a new place by identifying male
and female hormones.

Medical Alert Dogs

In the medical field, a dog’s
sense of smell can save lives. Juni-
per Internal Medicine reported
that, “Researchers have found
that diseases can alter the body’s
scent signature, releasing vola-
tile organic compounds (VOCs)

through sweat, breath, saliva, or
skin that dogs can be trained to
identify.” In disease-detection
trials, dogs have been used to
detect cancers, including pros-
tate, lung, breast, and colon
cancers; COVID-19; bacterial
infections; Parkinson’s disease;
and other neurodegenerative dis-
orders.

Medical Assistant Dogs

Dogs can recognize when a
person is about to have a specific
medical emergency. Professional
trainers work with medical assis-
tance dogs as they learn to alert
a person, help them get to the
ground in the recovery position,
protect them, retrieve medica-
tion, summon help, or activate a
medical alert.

Seizures, narcolepsy, diabe-
tes, and POTS are some of the
conditions for which alert dogs
can predict an episode, help the
person reach a safe place, and
then provide protection. In some
cases, these animals can alert a
person in time to take preventive
medication.

Public Safety Dogs
Most  police  departments
have K-9 teams on call. Each
team consists of a human o -
cer and a highly trained dog. In
smaller departments, these may
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Search-and-rescue dogs are just one way Service Dogs answer the call when needed.

be multi-purpose teams. Larger
departments have dogs trained
to perform specific tasks. Dogs
are used proactively to scan an
area or the people about to enter
it, for explosives or other dan-
gerous materials. Fire Depart-
ments also use dogs in arson
investigations.

If you listen to first respond-
er communications on a scan-
ner, you hear regular calls for
K-9 assistance. O cers on the
scene of an incident may need
a dog to help find explosives,
drugs, or a gun. One Boston
Police dispatcher has a short-
hand response of “sending the
puppy.” This phrase is ironic,

since that “puppy” could be a
highly trained weapon used to
find, hold, and release a suspect
on command.

Often, the human partner can
have someone surrender sim-
ply by announcing, “Come out
with your hands up, or I'll send
the dog.” Criminals who are not
intimidated by armed police are
afraid of K-9 o cers. And, yes,
these dogs are considered police
o cers. A person who hurts a
police canine will be charged
with assaulting a law enforce-
ment o  cer.

Finally, search and rescue dogs
respond to all types of emergen-

cies, from disaster scenes to lost
children. Some search for the liv-
ing, while others recover bodies.
While some of these are working
with first responders, others are
volunteers, trained by guardians
who give their time to help oth-
ers.

Asyou sit together on Thanks-
giving Day, raise a glass to all the
dogs who help people in so many
ways.

Do you have a question or
topic for City Paws? Email
Penny@BostonZest.com  with
your suggestion.

HoLmAy MUSIC (from Page 11)

run from 7-8 pm, and ticket
holders can come early at 6 pm
or stay late until 9 pm to enjoy
the Museum galleries, shop at
Gift at the Gardner, or purchase
treats from Café G’s holiday
menu of small plates and cock-
tails/mocktails.

Visible from virtually any gal-
lery in the Palace, the Courtyard
is the heart and soul of the Gard-
ner Museum, with changing hor-
ticultural displays throughout
the year. In December, the fes-
tive garden features dark forest
greens and shades of red and
silver including masses of flower-
ing jade trees, silver dusty miller,
green aloe, and the dark red win-
ter blooms of amaryllis, creating
a magical setting for Holiday
Music in the Courtyard.

George Steel’s music program-
ming for the Museum contin-
ues founder and legendary arts
patron Isabella Stewart Gard-
ner’s vision of bringing togeth-

er musicians and audiences for
inspiring gatherings. Dating to
1927, the Gardner’s Weekend
Concert Series is the longest run-
ning museum music program in
the country. Much like Isabella
Stewart Gardner did in her time,
Steel champions unknown reper-
toire and embraces new works,
creates connections and builds
community among musicians,
and supports them by present-
ing them in new endeavors and
collaborations. His program-
ming also frequently draws
on the history of the Gardner
Museum, featuring instruments
from the Museum’s collection
and music by composers who
were associated with its found-
er. In honoring Isabella Stewart
Gardner’s musical legacy, Music
at the Gardner remains strong-
ly committed to broadening the
repertoire of music presented to
include previously overlooked
and marginalized composers as

well as performers of all back-
grounds.

Tickets ($50) are available
at  gardnermuseum.org/about/
music or by calling the Box
O ce at 617 278 5156. For
additional information including
about accessibility, please con-
tact boxo ce@isgm.org.

The Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum invites you to escape
the ordinary in a magical set-
ting where art and community
come together to inspire new
ways of envisioning our world.
Embodying the fearless legacy of
its founder, the Museum o ers
a singular invitation to explore
the past through a contempo-
rary lens, creating meaningful
encounters with art and joyful
connections for all. Modeled
after a Venetian palazzo, unfor-
gettable galleries surround a
luminous Courtyard and are
home to masters such as Rem-
brandt, Raphael, Titian, Michel-

angelo, Whistler, and Sargent.
The Renzo Piano wing provides
a platform for contemporary art-
ists, musicians, and scholars and
serves as an innovative venue
where creativity is celebrated in
all of its forms.

The Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum is located at 25 Evans
Way, Boston, MA 02115. The
museum is open weekends from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and weekdays
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., staying
open until 9 p.m. on Thursdays.
It is closed on Tuesdays. Admis-
sion is $22 for Adults, $20 for
Seniors, and $15 for Students,
with free entry for children under
18, members, on your birthday,
or if your name is “Isabella.”
You can get a $2 discount with
a same-day Museum of Fine Arts
ticket. For information, call 617-
566-1401 or visit www.gardner-
museum.org.

Music at the Gardner is sup-
ported by Nora McNeely Hur-

ley / Manitou Fund. The Muse-
um thanks its generous concert
donors: The Coogan Concert in
memory of Peter Weston Coo-
gan; Fitzpatrick Family Concert;
James Lawrence Memorial Con-
cert; Alford P. Rudnick Memo-
rial Concert; David Scudder
in memory of his wife, Marie
Louise Scudder; Wendy Shat-
tuck Young Artist Concert; and
Willona Sinclair Memorial Con-
cert. The piano is dedicated as
the Alex d’Arbelo Steinway.
The harpsichord was generously
donated by Dr. Robert Barstow
in memory of Marion Huse, and
its care is endowed in memory
of Dr. Barstow by The Barstow
Fund. Music at the Gardner is
also supported in part by Bar-
bara and Amos Hostetter, Nicie
and Jay Panetta, and the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, which
is supported by the state of
Massachusetts and the National
Endowment for the Arts.
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Trinity Financial named MassNAHRO 2025 Development Partner of the Year

Special to the Sun

Trinity Financial—long rec-
ognized for its work revitalizing
public housing and strengthen-
ing neighborhoods across Bos-
ton—has been named the 2025
Development Partner of the Year
by the Massachusetts chapter
of the National Association of
Housing and Redevelopment
O cials (MassNAHRO).

The recognition comes during
a milestone year for the compa-
ny’s leadership: Trinity’s prin-
cipals, James Keefe and Patrick
Lee, were also recently present-
ed with the Norman B. Leven-
thal Excellence in City Building
Award for their contributions to
creating vibrant, inclusive neigh-
borhoods across Boston.

For East Boston residents, this

honor underscores Trinity’s lead-
ership in delivering one of the
neighborhood’s most significant
housing investments in decades:
Overlook Terrace at Orient
Heights.

Formerly a distressed 15-acre
state public housing site, Over-
look Terrace was transformed
into a 331-unit, state-of-the-art,
sustainable residential com-
munity shaped through several
years of resident and communi-
ty engagement. The redevelop-
ment replaces aging units with
modern, energy-e cient homes
and introduces safer streets,
improved pedestrian connec-
tions, and high-quality open
spaces planned around resident
needs.

The project has also earned
major industry acclaim. On May

21, 2025, Overlook Terrace
received a National Recogni-
tion Award from the American
Council of Engineering Compa-
nies (ACEC). It also received the
ACEC/MA 2025 Silver Award
for  Engineering  Excellence,
along with achieving both LEED
certification and  Enterprise
Green Communities Certifica-
tion—demonstrating its commit-
ment to resilient, environmental-
ly responsible design.

“Trinity  Financial’s  work
represents the very best of what
public-private collaboration
can achieve,” said Peter Proulx,
president of the Massachusetts
Chapter of the National Associa-
tion of Housing and Redevelop-
ment O cials (MassNAHRO).
“Their commitment to residents
and the very personal nature

they bring to their projects make
a real di erence in communities
across the Commonwealth.”
MassNAHRO cited Trini-
ty’s resident-centered approach
at Overlook Terrace as one of
the key reasons for selecting the
firm, noting that the redevelop-
ment serves as a model for how
aging public housing can be
upgraded while respecting and
preserving the community that
has long called it home.
“MassNAHRO plays an
essential role in strengthening
public housing agencies and
advocating for residents across
the state,” said Mike Lozano,
Vice President of Development
at Trinity Financial. “We're
honored to be recognized by an
organization whose mission so
closely reflects our own—build-

ing communities that empower
residents, promote inclusion,
and advance housing as a basic
human right.”

In addition to its work in East
Boston, Trinity has led major
a ordable and mixed-income
housing  investments  across
the city and state. But Over-
look Terrace stands out as a
once-in-a-generation e ort that
replaced outdated public hous-
ing with modern, sustainable
homes—while ensuring that
longtime East Boston families
could remain in the neighbor-
hood.

The 2025 Development Part-
ner of the Year Award was pre-
sented at MassNAHRO’s Annu-
al Conference & Exhibition
recently, in Norwood, Massa-
chusetts.

MBTA lays out service updates for winter 2026

Special to the Sun

The Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority (MBTA)
today announced its service
updates which go into e ect on
Sunday, December 14.

Among these updates, 21 bus
routes in total will increase fre-
guency with 10 of those being
upgraded to operate every 15
minutes or better. This is part
of the larger Better Bus program
aimed at improving the bus
routes system wide.

Riders are strongly encour-
aged to check schedules in
advance and to use the MBTA's
Trip Planner as well as the MBTA
Go app to view live information.

Subway Updates

Orange Line: Trip time and
reliability will improve due to
operational improvements to
reduce congestion at Oak Grove

Blue Line: Time between trips
may shift by a few minutes mid-
day between 12pm and 2pm
to allow for maintenance and
inspections. This will lead to
improved reliability and predict-
ability of passenger service.

Bus Service
Improvements

Routes 32, 39, 57, 66, 71,
73, 77, SL1, SL3, SL5: These
10 routes will become Frequent
Bus Routes with service every
15 minutes or better every day
during most operating hours.

Route 64: To improve con-
nectivity and consistency, week-
end trips will no longer deviate
to University Park in Cambridge,

but will extend to Kendall/MIT
seven days a week. University
Park can still be reached by trav-
eling to/from the bus at Central
Square (inbound River Street,
outbound Western Ave). Route
frequency will also improve.

Routes 112 and 114: The bus
stop located at the Chelsea Mar-
ket Basket has moved from the
east side of the store to the west
side closer to the Carter St. side
of the building due to building
construction.

Route 7: Frequency will
increase to alleviate crowding
during AM and PM peak peri-
ods.

Routes 9, 21, 26, 45, 64, 69,
83, 116, 215, 225, 245: Fre-
quency will increase.

For other minor runtime, reli-
ability, and trip shift changes see
mbta.com for schedules.

Ferry Schedule Changes

Hingham/Hull Ferry weekday
service continues to operate year-
round. There is no weekend ser-
vice throughout the winter.

Charlestown Ferry weekday
and weekend service continues
to operate year-round.

East Boston Ferry weekend
and weekday will operate this
season through November 30,
2025.

Lynn Ferry, Winthrop Ferry,
and Quincy Ferry weekday ser-
vice continues to operate through
November 26, 2025. There is no
weekend service throughout the
winter on these routes.

The full lists of upcoming
changes for winter 2026 will

soon be available at mbta.com.
For more information, con-
nect with the T on X @MBTA,
Facebook /TheMBTA, Insta-
gram @theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @thembta.
The Massachusetts Bay Trans-
portation Authority (MBTA)
opened America’s first subway
tunnel in 1897, pioneering pub-
lic transportation in the United
States. Today, the MBTA is one
of the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operating
an extensive network of subway,
bus, Commuter Rail, ferry, and
paratransit services across 176
cities and towns. The MBTA
is undergoing a transformative
period, focusing on cultivating a
culture of safety and excellence,
modernizing infrastructure, and
improving reliability and accessi-
bility. Current priorities include
accelerating critical infrastruc-
ture repairs, expanding accessi-
bility, and reducing emissions.
The MBTA is committed to
providing dependable, frequent,
and accessible service that rid-
ers can rely on while support-
ing the region’s economic vital-
ity. Through initiatives like the
unprecedented Track Improve-
ment Program, Bus Network
Redesign, and Rail Vision, the
MBTA aims to connect com-
munities and improve riders’
daily experiences and trips. For
questions or assistance, riders
are encouraged to contact the
MBTA Customer Center at 617-
222-3200. Members of the press
are encouraged to contact med-
iarelations@mbta.com. For the

latest updates on MBTA services,
projects, and initiatives, visit

Please Recycle

MBTA.com or follow @MBTA
on social media.

JOHN J. RECCA

PAINTING

Commercial/Residential
Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

81 241-2454 |

reccapainting
@hotmail.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$195.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588
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CAMPION EXcLUSIVE LISTINGS
Back BAY TOWNHOUSES

321 BEACON STREET, BACK BAy
4 BEDROOMS | 3 FULL 2 HALF BATHROOMS | 4,866 SQUARE FEET | 3 PARKING SPACES
Listep AT: $6,900,000

A

381 BEACON STREET, BACK BAy
5 BEDROOMS | 3 FULL 1 HALF BATHROOMS | 5,160 SQUARE FEET | 2 PARKING SPACES

Listep At: $7,250,000

617-236-0711

@c Ampion  GAMPION & COMPANY oy G
anpcoMPANY  EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS  rcumov@easrionse.con

172 Newbury Street * Boston, Massachusetts * 617.236.0711 * www.CampionRE.com




